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Jukebox in Doctor's Office 


Films’ Pressure for Radio PlugsForced | 
ASCAP to OK Unattractive NBC Terms | 


SHOW BUSINESS 
CAUGHT IN FIRE 


Fort Worth, Aug. 5. 

Dr. Henry Harper, Fort Worth physician, has installed a jukebox in 
the waiting room of his office suite in the Medical Arts Building: When 
a patient enters, he or she is handed a slug by the nurse. Slug will 














operate the machine. 
Records are changed weekly. 








Saratoga, in Chips With Best Season 


In Yrs., Caught 


By ABEL GREEN 
Saratoga, Aug. 5. 

Judging by the weekend influx, 
this is the year which last year, and 
some seven years prior thereto, was 
to have been ‘the’ year at the Sara- 
toga spa. But it has come to pass 
in 1941 and, unless the hoopla and 
to-do, which always attends 
toga’s August racing season when the 
lid goes off, suddenly brings a clamp- 
down, it should be happy-days-in- 
Dixie all around. 

Saratoga is now geysering, with 
the first big crowds arriving Friday 
(1), although the race meet started 
a week ago (28) and the joints found 
it an open-sesame from the gong. 
When Governor Lehman visited the 
spa on Thursday (31), for a quiet 
dinner, there was some concern, 
Saratoga very sensitive to any 

(Continued on page 54) 


as 


is 


Defense Coin Hypoing 
Hinterland Niteries, But 


Passing Up N. Y. Spots 


land 





Defense spending is a nitery hypo 
in many smaller key cities, although 
New York has yet to feel the back- 
wash of the Government’s billions. 
But it booming the hinterland 
through keeping people anchored to 
their native cities, or to the centers 
wherein the U. S. defense activity is 
dominant. 

N. Y. hotels and cafes know 
too well already, because 

(Continued on page 42) 


is 


this 
the 


of 


SAM SCRIBNER, ONCE IN 


Sara- | 


MILLIONS, DIED BROKE 





White Plains, N. Y., Aug. 5. 


Will of the late Samuel A. Scribner | 


has been filed for probate at White 
Plains, N. Y., county seat of his 
home town of Bronxville. His pass- 
ing reveals that another showman, 
supposed to have been fabulously 
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Par Tests Pola Negri 


| Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Paramount, the studio where she 


Pola Negri for the Pilar role in ‘For 
Whom the Bells Toll.’ 

She’s due-in this week after being 
detained in New York by immigra- 
tion authorities. 
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RAH-RAH SONGS 
FOR PRO GRID 


GAMES 


Under a tieup with George Mar- 


shall, Harry Link is having ‘official’ 


|songs written for all the professional 


football teams this fall, starting with 
Marshall’s Washington Redskins. 
Paul Cunningham, Ira Schuster 
Leonard Whitcup doing the 
authoring of the entire series which 
Link’s firm, Feist, will publish. 


RECORD REFUTES VICIOUS ATTACK 22 


If 


there 1s 


teristic about show people, it is their tradi 


tional capac ity, 
their own business. 


As a 


tre, in 


roup, men 
l 


or 
a 
al 


of the marks of a showman. 


The reason for this is apparent. 


- : | tre attracts to its doors men, women and chil- 
rich, died virtually broke. Although | | 


Short By Big Crowds 


Washington Sees Isolationist 
Bloc Willing to Use Any 
Weapons, Including Anti- 

to Discredit 

Roosevelt’s Foreign Policy 


Semitism, 


NYE’S RADIO BLAST 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
No blows or weapons are barred in 
the fight the isolationists are making 
to discredit the foreign policy of the 
Roosevelt Administration. The re- 
cent attacks upon the film industry 
and the raising of anti-Semitism in a 


{new form by Senator Gerald P. Nye 
lare interpreted in Washington as the 


final, all-out, last ditch stand of the 
America First bloc. It suits the pur- 
poses of the enemies of the President 
to raise the hue and cry of ‘propa- 
ganda.’ The film industry itself is 
thus made the football of politics. 
Trouble for the motion picture and 
radio industries is rolling up on the 
national horizon with vehement 
members of the Senate isolationist 
bloc calling Friday (1) for a thor- 











a single distinguishing charac- | 


highly commendable, to mind 


and women of the thea- 
its various forms, engage less in 
public controversy than almost any category 
of professional workers. The ability to keep 
his nose out of the other fellow’s affairs is one 


ough investigation of alleged propa- 


gandist activities in film and radio 
circles. 
Both industries are threatened 


with a long drawn-out and vigorous 
(Contrnued on page 4) 


Silk and Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
The Government’s silk embargo 


has hit the film industry. 
Edward Stevenson, RKO designer, 


goes to New York this week to dis-| 


cuss with manufacturers about 
fabrics which can possibly be used 
as substitute 


tions both 


and reen ent 


s( 


As an institution, 


| ing symbol of 


as 


Comics’ New U Deal 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
signed a revised contract with Uni- 
| versal, calling for three pictures a 
year on the home lot and one annual 
outside job at Metro with two-year 
options to be taken up a year in ad- 
vance, In addition, the comic team 
was handed a bonus of $25,000 on 
j}each of two completed films, ‘Buck 
| Privates’ and ‘Hold That Ghost.’ 

Signed originally for one picture, 
‘A Night in the Tropics,’ the come- 
dians have had the pact changed 
three times. The two-year option 
clause was inserted to give them a 
| feeling of security in their new 
; homes, swimming pools, and whatnot. 
| Their first Metro job will be in ‘Rio 
| Rita.’ 











DENY TRENDLE 


~ BIDDING FOR 


BLUE NET 


the rumor that George Trendle, head 


| 

| 

Niles Trammell denied Monday (4) 
| of WXYZ, Detroit, and the Michigan 
} 
' 


Network had made a bid for the 
| NBC-Blue network. 

Trammell stated that not only 
| hasn’t Trendle made a bid to buy 
| but he hasn’t approached NBC in 
‘any way on the subject. 


ertaill 


the theatre is an outstand 
the American way of life, and 


conclusive proof that such an instrument of 
service to a free people can and does reflect the 
best in the national spirit. 


| - - . 
| But one of the functions, and by no means a 
| lesser one, of minding one’s own business is to 


protect one’s affairs from vicious assault, un- | 


The thea 


| substantiated by a single iota of truth or fact. | 





Consumation of a contract be- 
| tween NBC and the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers has been met by the mu- 
sic publishing industry with a feel- 
ing co-mingled with disappointment 
and relief. The vast majority of 
publishers affiliated with ASCAP 
expressed themselves as deeply dis- 
appointed by the terms that have 
been granted radio but at the same 
time glad that the fight and period 
of inaction igs over and that the 
industry could now go back to work 
; They figure that it would take them 
| from three to six months to get their 
catalogs rolling in full force and 
even if they had to take less from 
radio they ought to be able to re- 
coup more than the difference from 
an already indicated boom in the 
sheet music business. 
ASCA? publisher affiliates make 
|no bones about admitting that they 
have emerged from the row with 
in a badly dented Condition. 
Not only will they be collecting less 
from radio but it will take many of 
them from six to nine months to 
| recover the losses suffered in their 
| business since the first of the year. 
| It is estimated that some of the large 
j firms have been hit for as much as 
| $40,000 a month, while not a few 
| small ones, with no standard catalogs 
(Continued on page 42) 





radio 


Sunday, Thursday 
And Monday Best 
Nights for Radio 


In a breakdown of sets in use for 
the period of October, 1940, to April, 
1941, the Co-operative Analysis of 
Broadcasting has found, according 

a booklet released yesterday 


day), that while Sunmday and 
ay nights continue to capture 
week’s peak audiences in that 


order, Monday has replaced Tuesday 


as the third best listening night of the 
week. The report also showed that 

iytime sets in use from 9:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. didn’t vary much dur- 


ing the week, except Monday when 
t was slightly off the level prevailing 
from Tuesday through Friday. 

It also disclosed that 
sets were tuned 


Was 


more 
in Saturday after- 


|; noon than any other matinee of the 


week, 


ORSON WELLES TOUCH 
TO NEXT CHAPLIN FILM 

















a 


fea ere 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


; Ap e- ae a 
: all walks and conditions of life, from : 
dren trom all s and co! C Chaplin bought a story 


Ridi igh and hysterical « > outstand 
he was one of thé most active men | iding high and hyst il on the or “a Charles 


in theatrical charities, none were! every section of urban and rural occupation. | ing airlanes of a national network last Friday | jgeq from Orson Welles calling for a 
mentioned in the will for the simple | The universality of its appeal is as expansive | night (1), U. S. Senator Gerald Nye (Rep.,|} complete departure from the old 





| 
cneeind oo Scribner had nothing to| and tolerant as the school and the church. Yet | N. D.), addressing an America First rally in | comedy role that made Chaplin fa- 
eath. , ; ; ; . ; abuse 
he theatre is without blic subsidy, except | St. Louis, turned loose a volume of spleen and : 
He was treasurer of the Actors | '"¢ th wide . ithout public su idy, I ager! ee Baad adap Ws ier 5 Sema xy Picture is slated for United Artists 
Fund and president of Theatre its own priceless good will. It 1S private £n- abuse against the film industry and some ot tS |) ‘lease as soon as Chaplin gets 
(Continued on page 40) terprise, operated w ithin strict legal limita (Continued on page 4) round to filming it 
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Synchronized 


With Europe? 





Show business, which is usually 


easy going and liberal in attitude, 


freely accommodating Gentile and Jew, white and Negro in its ranks, 
is shocked by the recent anti-Semitism that has been focused upon 


the film industry and, a little. against broadcasting. 


studied exclusion at St. Louis Frida 


Senator Nye’s 
y (1) night of all Gentile-sounding 


names from his list of those who control films is one of the most pro- 


foundly shocking developments 


in years to show business. By implica- 


tion and connotation it seems to reveal depths of bigotry and animosity 


which good-natured showfolks tem 
exist. 


peramentally don’t like to believe 


In casting about for an ‘explanation’ for the venom that seems rather 
suddenly to have come to a head in the States, some observers take 


note of the synchronization of the 
reports that Germany is having in 
flaming the racial question, blaming 
cowed and blacklisted Jews within 


latest outbursts on this side with 
ternal difficulties and is again in- 
its troubles upon the whipped and 
its ghettos. An import traffic in 


Nazi ideology seems to have been more than ordinarily active of late. 
Or so the timing of events on both sides suggests to some observers. 

Show business is shuddering at the suddenly revealed willingness to 
dismiss all the crimes of the Nazis by subtly misrepresenting the 


whole struggle as just part of ‘the Jewish question.’ 


Negroes who, each in turn, have k 


Catholics and 
newn the sting of intolerance and 


prejudice are reported to be giving plenty of thought to what might 
happen to show business if the forces of Ku Kluxism are revived 
under the hatreds engendered by the war situation. 























Reporter Saddens Airport With 
News of London s Liquor Shortage 








By GEORGE FROST 

Sadness smote scotch-sated souls 
covering New York’s LaGuardia 
Field this week when newsman Paul 
Manning, of Newspaper Enterprise 
Assn., flew in from Lisbon aboard 
the Dixie Clipper to relate that 
though food is plentiful in Old 
Blighty, beerless days exist in Lon- 
don’s suburbs and many public pubs 
vend but one drink of Scotch to a 
customer per day. 

Tipplers’ tears were shed for the 
brethren ‘cross the seas when Man- 


ning murmured: ‘The beer pubs are, 


out of beer two or three days a 
week, Very often you will see a 
sign in front of the pub which reads 
‘Beer Tomorrow.’’ He said that in 
the larger hotels it is possible to 
get two or three drinks of Scotch 
at a sitting. Near the end of the 
month, however, when the supplies 
reach an ebb, but one drink of the 
Scot nectar is obtainable even in 
the best of places. 

As usual, the Clipper-Trippers of 


the week included a bushel of ‘head- | 


liners, with Kathleen Danctree, 


— 


Gert Niesen Sensitive 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Monte Niesen, father of Gertrude, 
tipped the reason why newsreelers 
were barred from her newly ac- 
quired 22-bedroom shack in New- 
port, although a Life photog got in. 
Miss Niesen remembers a clip on a 
sweepstake winner, in which un- 
suspecting subject was held up to 
| ridicule for a laugh, and figured the 
lensers would be tempted to try the 
same tactics on her new home. 

Singer currently is filling four- 
week engagement at the Club Mod- 
erne here. 


Phil Spitalny to Honor 
ASCAP; Waring Warns 
BMI of New Leaning 














member of the executive committee 
(Continued on page 55) 


Bad Heart Complicates 
Lew Lehr’s Breakdown 


Lew Lehr, who suffered a nervous 








breakdown about six months ago, is | 
in such bad health that his position | 


as head of 20th-Fox shorts depart- 
ment has been taken over by Jack 
Darrock. Lehr is reported as being 


in a sanitarium where he is suf- | 
fering from a bad heart as well 
Lehr’s condition is quite widely 
known to have resulted from too 
strenuous work. Besides heading 


the 20th-Fox short feature division, 
he appeared twice weekly in the 
company’s Movietone newsreel 
where his comedy was rated a hich- 
light of the reel. 
edy brought him several 
radio shows. 

Besides having to prepare his ra- 


network 


dio programs, Lehr scripted all his | 


material for the newsreels and, of 
course, supervised all the shorts de- | 
partment material. Besides all of 
this activity, Lehr found himself in 
great demand.as an after-dinne1 
speaker. Always obliging, he tried 


to fill many of these extra-curricu- 
lar dates. Windup came when this 
intensified activity forced kim to 
take a leave of absence in an effort 
to recover his health. 





Catholic Univ. Will Do 
Musical Biog of Dowling 


Washington, Aug. 5. 

Eddie Dowling is the next theatri- 
cal figure due to have his biography 
set to music in an original musical 
show written and performed by 
speech and drama department of 
Catholic University. Set for next 
spring, the musica] account of Dow- 
ling’s life is the third such venture 
at the school. 

This past spring it was Joe Cook’s 
biog, ‘Cook Book,’ and last year the 
students staged the first of their 
original musicals, ‘Yankee Doodle 
Boy,’ with George M. Cohan as the 
central figure. 


His newsreel com- | 


Phil Spitalny declared over the 
| weekend that he was going to cele- 
|brate the ASCAP-NBC peace with 
‘the tossing of a dinner to profes- 


|sional men connected with all 
| ASCAP-affiliated publishing firms. 
| He said that he would announce the 
|date and the place as soon as the 
|NBC affiliates have ratified the 
agreement, 

At his weekly luncheon to contact 
men Fred Waring last week told 
representatives of firms affiliated 
| with Broadcast Music, Inc., that he 
wanted to be frank with them in 
|letting them know that as far as he 
was concerned their close business 
relations would have to taper off 
| since he would be giving major at- 
,tention to the mass of material 
available from ASCAP publishers. 





Metro Sponsors Film 
Bow of Marta Eggerth 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Marta Eggerth, Hungarian singer 
and wife of Jan Kiepura, opera 
warbler, signed an acting contract 
| with Metro, without any particular 


| picture in sight for her debut. 
The Kiepuras have bought a home 
jin Beverly Hills, intent on perma- 
nent habitation in these parts. 


BRIAN AHERNE IN PHILLY 


He Gives All, and His Hostess Is 
Unique, Too 





Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Brian Aherne, film actor, turned 
over his entire fee for his symphonic 
reading at the Robin Hood Dell—re- 
ported at more than $2,000—to the 
Hollywood division of the British 
War Relief. 

The reading was halted in the mid- 
dle by last Thursday’s (31) down- 
pour. Aherne volunteered to com- 
plete the program the following 
night sans extra charge. 

Aherne’s Philly hostess, Mrs. Con- 
stance Wolf, wife of a local sports- 
man-aviator, stole the headlines from 
the program by peeling her evening 
gown as soon as the storm broke. 
She had a bathing suit underneath. 








Miranda Congas East 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Picture making becomes manana 
next week for Carmen Miranda, who 
goes back to New York to fill a 
stage engagement for the Shuberts’ 
‘Crazy House.’ 

She pulled a westward rhumba on 
a two-month furlough from Broad- 
way to make ‘That Night in Rio’ 
and stayed 10 months to wind up 
‘Weekend In Havana.’ 


LARRY SCHWAB 
WITH BIOW AD 
AGENCY 


Lawrence Schwab, legit and film 
producer, will join the Milton Biow 
agency in New York next week as 
general producer of its radio pro- 
grams. The assignment has been un- 
der discussion between Biow and 
Schwab for some weeks, but it wasn’t 
closed until Monday (4). 

Either on his own or in association 
with others Schwab produced such 
Broadway hits as ‘Good News,’ ‘New 
Moon,’ ‘The Desert Song,’ “The Ging- 
ham Girl,’ ‘Follow’ Thru,’ “Take a 
Chance’ and ‘She Loves Me Not.’ He 
also did considerable production in 
Hollywood for 20th Century-Fox. 


Hudson Theatre May Be 
First Legit Devoted 


To Coaxial Television 

















The Hudson Theatre on 45th Street 
may become the first Broadway le- 
giter devoted to enlarged television 
of the type RCA demonstrated some 
weeks ago in bringing a Madison 
Square bout to the New Yorker The- 
atre by coaxial cable. This was 
strictly invitational, not an admis- 
sion enterprise. 

Showmen think the curiosity con- 
cerning television and the backward- 
ness of set distribution may create a 
place for some theatres dealing in 
large screen television at this time. 
They regard the RCA system 
highly promising. 

Possible theatre usage of television 
may be one reason why the Shuberts 
have been adding to their string of 
houses on Broadway. 


FILMITES INVADE COAST 
CHINATOWN FOR UCR 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Not only film stars but constella- 
tions of studio execs go celestial 
over the weekend to brighten the 
‘Moon Festival,’ to be celebrated for 
the benefit of United China Relief. 
It is an Oriental three-ring charity 
circus, to be staged Aug. 7-9 in Old 
Chinatown, Néw Chinatown and 
China City, by a committee headed 
by David O. Selznick, representing 
all phases of the picture industry. 

Among the execs on various com- 
mittees are Charles K. Feldman, Abe 
Lastfogel, Bert Allenberg, William 
Koenig, John Joseph and Harry 
Maizlish, in charge of advance ticket 
sales. Committees estimate a total 
attendance of 500,000 in the three 
barricaded areas during the three 
days 


ae 
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Rabinowitch’s Schnitzler 


Yarn for Miss Darrieux 


Gregor Rabinowitch, the French 
film producer, who has decided to 
try independent producing in U. S., 
has purchased ‘Liebelei’ (Light of 
Love’), by Arthur Schnitzler, and 
probably will use it as a starring 
vehicle for Danielle Darrieux, who 
is scheduled to arrive in U. S. next 
month. Rabinowitch, recently ar- 
rived in the U.S. after trying to get 
out of France for a whole year, has 
Miss Darrieux under contract. His 
picture, ‘Gibraltar,’ finished in Paris 
during 1939, is credited with doing 
nice business in the Latin-Americas, 
where it is being distributed by 
Metro, 

Rabinowitch also has prints of 
other recently finished French pic- 
tures, hitherto not shown in U. S.,, 
which he completed before forced 
out by the Hitler regime in France. 
He was in Berlin until 1934 when 





forced out by Hitler. 

















THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Chicago, Aug. 5. 


My final week at the Chez Paree. Off I go. But I’m tired of traveling. 
Think I'll send my agent out on a personal appearance tour—and let him 


earn his 10%, 


Going back to Hollywood to make a new picture called ‘Between the 


Devil.’ 
to say. 


After all, what has Clark Gable got that I haven't got? 


I'm sorry 


Everyone in Chicago was wonderful. The bookmakers were very polite 


to me. 
collect their money. 


When they found out I was leaving they formed a single line to 


Talk about heat waves, it was so hot the other night when I came home 
the electric fans In my room took turns cooling one another off. 


Broadway Department 
Harry Gourfain writes that things are so good up at Grossinger’s they're 


doing the lemon bit with avocados. 


New thing at the Luxor Baths: With every Swedish massage, the rubber 
sings two choruses of ‘The Hut Sut Song’. 

Will Mahoney cabled from London: The movie theatres, in order to 
stimulate business, are giving away guns in place of dishes—looks like 
they’re playing ‘Bango’ instead of Bingo. 


The Theatrical Pharmacy on West 46th street advertised for a new 


counterman. 
good straightman,.’ 


Qualifications: ‘Must know how to mix a salad and be =z 


a 


Hollywoodiana 


Cesar Romero knows a quickie producer who saw a flock of eagles flying 
in the clouds and called to his cameraman: ‘Hurry up. Shoot that scene 
and we'll make an aeroplane picture out of it.’ 

Maxie Rosenbloom is the only successful actor who has made a career 


out of ignorance, 


Joe Frisco just signed a three-way contract—actor, producer and handi- 


capper. 


Music Department 


Do you think BMI songs will build 


up Henny Youngman? 


Bob Crosby knows a musician whose hair was so long he played a club 
date with Phil Spitalny’s All-Gir] orchestra. : 


Radio Departmént 


Am starting Sept. 12 for Ballantine's Ale on a coast-to-coast program 
over Mutual with Charles Laughton and Bob Crosby’s band. Afterthought: 
If I can loan Bob Hope my mother for next season, will he loan me his 


Crossley? 


Dennis Day signed a new contract with Jack Benny. Next week they're 


going to let Dennis read it. 


There’s No Truth to the Rumor 
That Peggy Hopkins Joyce will get married again, providing her next 


husband gives her a two-year guarantee with options 


. «+ That Skinnay 


Ennis took a quarter out of his pocket and lost his balance. 


Hangnail Descriptions 


Carole Landis: The Magnificent Construction . 


Professional Blind Date . 


. Richard Himber: A 


. Lindy’s Restaurant: A Struggling Monopoly 
. Barbara Hutton: Bareback with Greenbacks . 


. . Mr. and Mrs. Dave 


Rose: Judy and the best . . . Jerry Colonna; Mustache Cup with Legs. 


Observations 


Broadway Rose is not using perfume any more. 
Went to a night club in Chicago called ‘The 606.’ 


She says ‘flit’ is cheaper. 
It’s the first cafe I 


ever saw with a bouncer to every table. 
Eavesdropped at the Camellia House: She looks like a million and she’s 


just as hard to make. 
Eavesdropped at Martins: He looks 
fell flat on his face. 


like he stepped out of Esquire—and 


My brother (who is also my secretary) bought himself a new car to fit 


his disposition—a Stanley steamer. 


Whatever Became of. 


Venita Gould 
O’Donnel & Blair 
Aussie & Czech 


? 

Ina Alcoma & Marty Young 
Riggoletto Bros. 

The Swanson Sisters 





Afterpiece 
Thank God we live in a country where a blackout is only the end of a 


sketch, 








HOOF TO HARMONICA 


Joint Concerts by Larry Adler and | 
Paul Draper in Prospect 
Larry Adler will preem Jean Ber- 
ger’s concerto for harmonica, the 
first symphonic piece ever composed 
specially for that instrument, when 
he appears as guest soloist Nov. 9 
with the Rochester (N.Y.) symphony ' 
orchestra. He wanted to give the 
first public performance of the com- 
position Saturday (9) night when 
he guests with the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic-Symphony at Lewisohn sta- 
dium, N. Y. However, it would have 
cost about $1,000 to have orchestra- 
tion made in time, so he abandoned 
the idea. Adler guests tomorrow 
(Thursday) night with the Philadel- 
phia orchestra at Robin Hood Dell, 

Phila. 

Plans are tentatively set for a joint 
concert tour this fall by Adler and 
Paul Draper. Former would do sev- 
eral solos with or without orchestra 
accompaniment, and Draper would 
ditto several dance numbers. There 
would also be some numbers with 
Adler providing harmonica accom- 
paniment for Draper’s dances. 











Par Courts Ginger Rogers, 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Ginger Rogers and B. G. de Sylva | 
are talking a contract calling for one | 
picture a year for the next three 
years at Paramount. Deal between 
the actress and RKO is for two pic- 
tures a year with plenty of leeway 
for outside commitments. 
At present the home studio has 
nothing definite in sight. Her idea 


to go. 





is to make only three pictures a year. 


—EEE 


Montgomery on Leave 
Only; Metro Denies 
‘All Washed Up’ Report 


Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Robert Montgomery, currently 
assigned as assistant naval attache 
at the U. S. Embassy in London, is 
not ‘all washed up in pictures,’ ac- 
cording to executives at the Metro 
studio where the actor is under 
contract. «The ‘washed-up’ state- 
ment was attributed to Montgomery 
in a press dispatch from England. 
Montgomery, according to the 
studio, is under contract for four 
more years. At present he is on a 
14-week vacation, with 10 more 
If, the execs declared, the 
Navy wants to keep Montgomery on 
duty for a long term, there will be 
no objection from the studio. 








Russian Marching Songs 
Released in America 





Figuring to capitalize on Russia's 
stand against the Nazis, Columbia 
Records is issuing in two weeks an 
album of Russian marching tunes re- 
corded some time ago in the U.S.S.R. 
by the ‘Choir of the Red Army,’ di- 
rected by A. V. Alexandroff. Choir 
is said to be composed of active 
soldiers, selected from the ranks. 

Some of the tunes in the book are 
in French, ‘La Marsallaise’ and ‘Le 
Chant Du Depart’ (French-Russian ). 
Others are all in Russian tongue in- 
cluding ‘Boatmen of the Volga,’ ‘Sons 
of the Village Mayor,’ ‘Seng of th¢ 
Plains’ and ‘The White Whirlwind 
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Mention of Burley Not So Hush-Hush 
In H'wood Since Abbott-Costello Click 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Burlesque has gained a social rat- 


ing in 
in films of Abbott and Costello. | 
Whereas in former’ days social | 


amenities in the film colony frown- 
ed at any mention of the old burley 
wheels in connection with film great, 
there is much publicity given to the 
background which was spoken of 
only in whispers in past years as 
studios concentrate a search to dis- 
cover new comic talent that will 
ring the bell at the boxoffice. 

Apropos of Variety's appraisal that 
low comics are upping film biz, old- 
time burlesque veterans now in Hol- 
lywood assert the film business won't | 
find much new talent on the pres- | 
ent-day burley circuit. As a train- 
ing school for worthwhile comedians 
who might be adaptable to films it 
is no go, they say. 

The old burlesque theatres offered 
a great training ground for comées, 
especially from the standpoint of 
timing, and the majority of the film 
laugh-getters played the  burley 
wheel at some time in past years to 
acquire the ability to succeed in 
pictures, according to the claims. 

John Grant, special writer for 
Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, him- 
self an old burlesque straight man, 
writer and producer, and at one time 
assistant general manager of the 
Columbia burley wheel, stoutly as- 
serts that the present-day burlesque 
theatres bears no relation to the old- 
timer. 

Of course, 
presently at which 
point with pride to bear out their as- 

(Continued on page 46) 


OR MAYBE BURLESQUE 
NO LONGER IS A LURE: 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
Mebbe it’s on account of national 
defense or 
glamour in a stage career for Philly 
girls—but there’s a serious shortage 
in these parts of burlesque chorines. 
Last week Izzy Hirst, burly im- 





presario, advertised for 208 girls ta | 


fill spots in the line for the 13 trav- 
eling shows in his circuit. Only 
eight applied. 


The same chorus girl shortage has 
been expréssed around Broadway, as 
regards road company and 
Serenooniing new tot musicals. 


Re: Cicada of aii 


Naples, Me. 
Editor, Variety: 


Have been checking on the come-| 
back of burlesque for some time, as | 


I had several conferences with a 


view of starting a circuit of a better | 


type burlesque and I wanted to con- 
vince myself there is a field for it. 

We've always heard about the de- 
mand for something new and along 
come Abbott & Costello and a few 
others and do burlesque bits that be- 
long to everybody, 
that are protected by copyright, and 
the picture business wakes up to find 
that the public is still eager to laugh 
at that brand of humor. This con- 
vinces me, as it always did: comedy 
does not have 
laughs. 


One thing that deterred me from | 
moving faster with respect to form- | 
ing a circuit are the many unions | 
that have been injected which would 
not only up the cost for a regular 
show but might hamper its opera- 
tion. The present shows I under- 
Stand carry no scenery, stage crew | 
and the saving from these is about 
halt the cost of operation. 

Barney Gerard. 





GEORGIE WANTS SOPHIE 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
George Jessel is here for a con- 
tract confab with Sophie Tucker for 
the musical he will produce on 
Broadway with the Shuberts. 
Rehearsals start around Aug. 18. 


Hollywood since the advent | 








| Elsa Maxwell’s Diary 


——_—_— 


Elsa Maxwell turns columnist 
in September. She'll do a six- 
day-a-week stint to be syndi- 
cated by Press Alliance. Pillar 
will be Miss Maxwell's first ef- 
fort for syndication, although 
she has done writing for the 
slick mags in the past. 

Column will be a ‘daily diary’ 
and contain chat of the com- 
ings-and goings of society, plus 
a bit of a Winchellesque scoop 
now and again. There will also 
be debunking “wherever de- 
bunking is necessary.’ 





| 








CAESAR, GORDON 


ALMOST TRADE 
BLOWS 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


prez of 
writers Protective Assn., 
smith Mack Gordon at 
studio Monday (4) nearly 


and song- 
20th-Fox 
resulted 





the biggest example | 
the oldtimers | 


mebbe there’s no more | 


also | 


along with some | 


to be filthy to get | 


in trading of blows, but friends 
stepped in when tempers 


Coming out of the studio cafe, 


| Caesar encountered Gordon and took | 


latter’s as- 
the studio 


| him severely to task for 
serted statements that 


had been egging on songwriters to | 


{ 

| 

| 

| devise means of getting musie on 
lair during the ASCAP-broadcasters 
impasse. 


Caesar said he knew for a fact | 
| |that Gordon had been fronting for | 
ithe studio in fomenting revolt 


| among film songwriters and told him 
bluntly neither he nor other ASCAP- 
(Continued on page» 42) 


Heifetz An Artistic and B.0. 
Wow at Lewisohn Stadium; 
Baseball ‘Symphony’ as Gag 


The Lewisohn Stadium Concerts 
this week were featured by one seri- 
ous and another ludicrous 
}ance. First was the appearance of 
Jascha Heifetz as 
day (31) in the Brahms Concerto for 
| Violin and orchestra; while the sec- 
|ond, on Sunday (3), was the ‘st 
| presentation of Russell Bennett's 
‘Symphony in D for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers.’ 

Heifetz is considered by many 
world’s greatest violinist, 
bad weather and the threat of rain, 
he still played to 18,500 admissions 
paying around $9,200. 

The ‘Dodgers Symphony’ attracted 
some 5,000, paying $2,200, who mixed 


the 





| islature 


| 


AN'T MAKE RED SLUR STICK 





WITeH HUNT N Pix Anxious to Lay It on the Line 


COAST FLOPS For Bway Productions, Prior To 
Filming, But Cant Find Scripts 





Communists in Film Studio 
Unions? —Try Hard to 
Prove It But Some Testi- 
mony at Hearings Back- 
fires 


oo 


BIZ KEEPS COOL 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Fftorts of a California State Leg- 
committee to smear 
| Sa industry with a red tint have 


the 


led. Certain witnesses and un- |! 
eds agents corralled by the! 
committee tossed out a raft of in- 


nuendoes and rumors, but little o1 
no definite information. Some of 
| them believed the Communists were | 


trying to infiltrate into studio | 
; unions. Others believed Soviet coin | 


|was being slipped to screen writers | 


jin return 
| munist propaganda. 
| show for the newspapers, with red 


} 


for grinding out Com- 
It was a good 


| socks being waved from the witness 


| 


Bitter exchange of words between | 


| Irving Caesar, 


| the Song- | 


(Continued on page 54) 





Two Hits On 


flared. | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| with both on the same platter 


appear- | 


soloist on Thurs- | 


and with | 


cheers with catcalls as Brooklyn 
came from behind in the ninth with 
a smash over the wall by Dolf Ca-| 
| milli winning the game. Red Bar- 


ber, Brooklyn’s WOR announcer, de- 
| scribed the proceedings, while Larry 
| MacPhail was introduced during in- 
| Comnnnes 4 On page 42) 


PUBLICITY BRINGS IN 


Al Jolson-Buddy DeSylva pop tune 
hit of 1919 titled ‘I Hear You Call- 
ing Yoo-Hoo’ is being revived by 
ltwo of the pop recording companies 
| to follow up on the recent incident 
| involving the Army’s Gen. Lear and 
a group of soldiers in the midwest. 
(Army head penalized the enlisted | 
men for ‘yoo-hooing’ shorts-clad girls 
on a golf course). 

Tony Pastor recorded the tune | 
yesterday (Tues.) for Bluebird. Co- 
lumbia has not yet assigned it to any 
‘ band. 





OLD ‘YOO HOO’ SONG 


est 


One Record 


Is a Record 


Jimmy Dorsey’s’ recording of 
‘Green Eyes.’ backed by ‘Maria 


Elena’ 
two distinct hit tunes, forcing coin 
machine operators to buy two rec- 
ords in order to be able to insert 
both in machines, Of course, if the 
tunes had been grooved separately 
they'd still have to buy both, but 
it’s a 
bit irksome to buy two. Only con- 
solation they get is that when both 


is unique in that it’s cut with 


tunes wear out from constant play- 
ng, they’re flipped over to get two 


fresn versions. 


Currently running two-three in 


Variety's 10 most popular coin ma- 
chine records ‘Green Eyes’ and 
‘Maria’ have topped Dorsey’s strong- 


record, ‘Amapola,’ 
400,000 copies. 


previous 


which went over 


‘AUNT? ANOTHER LEGIT 
JINX FOR PHIL BAKER 


Phil Baker’s ill-luck in his 
legiters continued with his revival of 
Aunt,’ 





| checking 





own 


‘Charley's which closed in 


Chicago Saturday (2) after one week. 
Show in which 


he appeared in the 


title part started in Atlantic City, 
| where business was mild. Evident 
mistake was made in jumping the 


. while another 


| 


| and 
| ment on Broadway at the Cort. 


j 


| 


revival from the resort to the Loop, 
what with the transportation cost 
error was booking it! 
into the Studebaker there, regarded 
disadvantageous in show circles. 
First night’s takings in Chicago 
were around $400 and word was sent | 
Equity to send money on deposit 
there to pay salaries. Payroll was 
around $1.000, not including Baker, 


| venture being incorporated as Rekab, 


his name reversed. 

Believed that the picture version 
of ‘Aunt’ with Jack Benny militated | 
against the play’s chances. However, 
t played the summer stocks last year 
turned in an excellent engage- 
Last | 
year Baker and others were inter- | 
ested in Leonard Sillman’s costly | 
flop, ‘All in Fun,’ but he withdrew | 
both as backer and player before the 
show came to Broadway, where it 
quickly closed, 





| ford, Conn. 


| dustry 





Charity Gag? 


The day after Patricia (‘Hon- 
eychile’) Wilder went into vol- 
untary bankruptcy she was 


guest-of-honor at Leon & Ed- 
die’s (N.Y.) Sunday night party. 

This parallels another recent 
L.&E. incident, where the Sun- 
day night guest was supposedly 
on the verge of being locked out 
of his hotel just about the same 
time he was being toasted as an 
actor who had ‘arrived.’ 








MEMORIAL T0 
BRO. SAM 


New Haven, Aug. 5. 
Shubert theatre here, 
yriginally a memorial to the late 
showman and the state’s only con- 
sistent legit house for some years, 
has been taken over by new wrens 
ests. Shubert tenancy dated 
house was built 26 years ago. 
berts failed to renew their 
which expired June 1. 

New setup, Yorkhaven’ Enter- 
prises, Inc., with $50,000 capital 
stock, is headed by Morris A. Nunes 
as president. Nunes also heads the 
Progressive Premium Co., distrib- 
utors of theatre premiums. He was 
formerly with Paramount in the 
New England district and currently 
owns theatres 


Sam_ 5S. 


Shu- 
lease, 


Associated with Nunes 


(Continued on page 55) 


Eddie Leonard Outlived 
His Type But in Heyday 


Was Shrewd Showman | f 


Eddie Leonard, who died in strange 
circumstances last Tuesday (29), was 
buried Friday (1) in Cedar Grove 
Cemetery, Flushing, L. I., following 
Baptist and Masonic funeral services 
at the Walter B. Cooke chapel, N. Y. 
Though reported the American So- 
ciety of Composers. Authors and Pub- 
lishers had to bury the former min- 
strel and vaude siar, this is denied 
by the society. 

Only explanation for Leonard 
into the Imperial hotel in 
the Herald Square section of N. Y., 
where he was found dead a few 
is that he wanted to be 
inity of his former 
The 70-year-old 

the day before 
on West 
where he wa ing with 
Mabel Russell, 


urn several 


hours. late! 
back in 


triumpns 


the vit 
stage 
blackface 
had left 
44th street, 
wife, 
when he failed to ret 
(Continued on 


performe! 
lal notel, 


s hi\ 


the Impel1 


his the forme: 
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M. P. RELIEF FUND’S 
HOME TO HOUSE 250 


Hellywood, Aug. 5. 
Motion Picture Relief Fund’s re- 
treat for 
workers will be called the 
Country Home and will house more 
than 250 when completed. Immedi- 
ate care of 65 is contemplated for 
earliest occupancy. Plans are be- 
ing rushed with suggestions by stars, 
directors, producers, execs and 


in Westport and Guil- | 





| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


‘8. Brennan 


SHUBERTS DROP 





| 
| 


| 
| 


since | 


| 


| week 
| fornia businessman, 


Never in history have film com- 
panies been more willing to lay out 


{coin to back Broadway shows than 


they are for the coming season. 


| Now their plaint is that there are no 
| Suitable scripts to be had. 


Metro, Warner Bros., Paramount, 


{Columbia and RKO are openly in the 


field to finance legiters. Only Metro 
and Warner Bros. have found any- 
thing to suit their fancy. Metro has 
‘Wookey,’ by Frederick Hazlitt Bren- 
nan. It opens in Philadelphia or 
Washington Aug. 25 and preems at 
the Plymouth, N. Y., week of Sept. 
got a record-breaking 
$30,000 advance royalty and a $100.- 


000 minimum guarantee for stage 
and screen rights. 
Warner Bros. is backing ‘Banjo 


Eyes,’ musical version of ‘Three Men 
on a Horse,’ in which Eddie Cantor 
will star. It is also mulling produc- 
tion of a ‘comedy by Joseph F. Din- 
neen about a county jail operated 
along the lines of a country club. 
Edward Childs Carpenter is collabo- 
rating on rewriting, success of which 
will determine WB's participation. 
Both Warners and Metro are in t* 
(Continued on page 42) 


[HELEN MORGAN WEDS 
IN SLACKS TO ‘MY BILL’ 


Miami Beach, Aug. 5 
Helen Morgan's marriage early last 
(27) to Lloyd Johnson, Cali- 
on the Dempsey 
deck, hit a new 
other in nuptial pro- 


Vanderbilt pool 
something o1 
ceedings. 
Both Miss Morgan and the groom 
wore- siacks, while 


played ‘My Bill’ for 


rohoactr- 
orcnestra 


recessional, 


4his 
tiie 


the 


ANOTHER STAR Is BORN 
Hollywood. Aug. 5. 
After one picture, ‘Lady Be Good,’ 
Red Skelton has been given starring 


| status at Metro. 


| 


| 


aged and indigent film in- | 


writers being incorporated into the | 


| blue print. 
Treasurer's 
vealed fund Is 
‘disbursing four 
three years ago. 


this week re- 
receiving and 


report 
now 
times as 


much as | 


He shares 
Sothern in 


top billing with Ann 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 


— — $e 
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probe of their affairs, when a resolu- , ‘while all the people who are op- 
tion jointly sponsored by Senators | posed to her, including courageous 
Bennett (Champ) Clark, Missouri! little Finland, are drawn as coarse, 
Democrat, and Gerald P. Nye, Re- | bestial scoundrels. . 
publican of North Dakota, reaches; ‘You have seen these pictures: 
the hearing stage. No time-limit| ‘Convoy,’ ‘Escape, ‘Flight Command,’ 
attached to the investigation of radio, ‘That Hemilton Woman,’ Man:Hunt,’ 
and film matter which the keep-us-| ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘The Great Dictator 
out-of-war group in the Senate de-| and ‘I Married a Nazi. At least 20 


scribed as ‘designed to influence the | pictures have been produced in the | 
public mind in the direction of par-| last year to drug the reason of the | 


ticipation in the European war.’ ' American people, to set aflame their 

The resolution, for which Clark| emotions, to fill them with fear that 
asked unanimous consent to submit] Hitler will come over and capture 
and have referred to the Senate In-/| them. 
terstate Commerce Committee ac-| word for this. The President him- 
cuses radio and the motion picture| self recently thanked the Academy 
industry of propaganda ‘directed to) of Motion Picture Arts for ‘explain- 
one side of the important debate now | jng’ the lease-lend bill, and only 
being held, not only in Congress but| couple of days ago he had Sergt. 
throughout the country.’ 

‘Whereas all of this propaganda 
has been directed to one side of the 
important debate now being held, not 
only in Congress but throughout the 
country; and 

‘Whereas this propaganda reaches 
weekly the eyes and ears of a hund- 
red million people and is in the 
hands of groups interested in involv- 
ing the United States in war,’ the 
isolationists are ready to make a 
bitter fight against radio stations and 
the film studios. Subpoena powers 
are provided in the resolution and 
the subcommittee which will be ap- 
pointed by the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee will be given 





} 


him that the new picture would do 
much to arouse our people. 

‘‘Only,’ the President said, ‘he 
didn’t like so much killing in the 


Wheeler’s 








Sarcasm 





Senator Burton K. Whecler 
squawked to Mutual Saturday 
(2) about the failure of WOL, 
Washington, an affiliate, to carry 
the speech of Sen. Gerald Nye 
the night before and Mutual re- 
plied that it would be glad to 
provide another half hour for a 
Nye broadcast. Senator Nye’s 


power to ‘sit and act....during the] speech had to do with anti-inter- 
sessions, recesses and adjourned vention. 

periods of the Senate in the 77th and The Montana senator wired 
subsequent Congresses.’ . Mutual that WOL’s explanation 


for not carrying the Nye talk 
was technical trouble and he 
wanted to know why when ‘war 
propagandists’ broadcast Mutual 
stations don’t seem to experience 
technical trouble. WOR, New 
York, also passed up the broad- 
cast, but WGN, Chicago, did re- 
lay it from a platter. 


‘Very Determined’ Bloc 


Ordinarily legislation of this char- 
acter would be given a small chance 
of survival, since Senators and House 
members are concerned primarily 
with matters pertaining to national 
defense. The Senate Interstate Com- 
merce Committee however, points 
out that the isolationists are ‘a very 
determined group.’ 








Fact that Senator Burton K.| picture. The movies have ceased to 
Wheeler, Montana Democrat and!be an instrument of entertainment. 
leader of the isolationist bloc, is| They have become the most gigantic 


chairman of the full Interstate Com-| engines of propaganda in existence 
merce Committee, gives virtual as- 
surance that the witch-hunt will oc- 
cur as soon as a subcommittee can 
be chosen. The only two loopholes 
that can be seen at the present time 
are (1.) the ponderous procedure 
that accompanies the setting-up of] vou. 
any important subcommittee and (2.) | of 
the fact that, before a committee can 
be chosen and the hearings started, 
the United States may have become 
involved in Europe’s war. 


and plunge this nation to destruction. 
‘Let’s See Whose Doing It?’ 

‘Now let’s see who is doing this. 

The men who dominate the major 


There is Harry and Jack Cohn 
Columbia Pictures, Louis  B. 
Mayer of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
George J. Schaefer of RKO, Barney 
Balaban and Adolph Zukor of Par- 
amount. There is Joseph Schenck 

Industry representatives who will] and Darryl Zanuck of 20th Century 
be called to Washington to testify in| and Murray Silverstone of United 
the projected propaganda hearings | Artists. There is the great Sam 
will need their ablest counsel, ac-| Goldwyn, Inc., and there are the 
cording to observers. Isolationists| three Warner brothers, 





tion’s capital "has reached the hair-| and David Bernstein of Loew’s, Inc. 
pulling stage and little sympathy will| ‘In each of these companies are 
be displayed by Chairman Wheeler! production directors, many of whom 
and his colleagues to any group dis-| are from Russia, Hungary, Germany 


playing the faintest trend toward|and the Balkan countries. Do not 
militarism. | misunderstand me. I say nothing 


While film and radio witnesses | against the sturdy people of these 
may anticipate a roughing-up at the | countries, but in this great era of 
hands of the isolationists, the fight | world upset the film propaganda en- 
is not going to be one-sided. T0O| gine is in the hands of men who 
much indication that the country is| are peculiarly susceptible to these 
rapidly approaching the feeling that| emotions. Great Americans like 
Was apparent in 1917, coupled with Sen. Wheeler, Col. Lindbergh and 
the fact that the Administration is | Gen. Wood are in many places de- 

| 





using every weapon at its command nied the use »f a hall to speak for 
to encourage radio and motion pic- | America. But these men, with the 
tpres to further ventures along the | motion picture films in their hands, 
paths they have already selected. | can address 80,000,000 people a week. 


a : | Why do they do this? Well, be- 
2,600 Cuffo Attendants 'cause they are interested in foreign 
At America Ist Rally 


causes. 
St. Louis, Aug. 5. 





Pans British Actors 


‘Hollywood 


The Hollywood film industry re-| war fever. The place swarms with 
ceived a verbal shellacking for its refugees and British actors. In 
“war propaganda’ pix Friday (1)| Hollywood they <all it the Army of | 
from U. S. Senator Gerald P. Nye| Occupation. They want to push us 
(N.D.) who addressed a crowd of 2,-! into war to see that Britain wins, 
600 in the air conditioned conven-! pecause if she does not. a lost Brit- 
tion hall of the $7,000,000 municipal | ish market for American films— | 


auditorium. The vet Republican} with most companies the margin of 
non-interventionist charged _ that, | profit.’ 

while the motion-picture industry in The Senator also took a shot at 
foreign countries is owned by gov-| the newsreels stating that they now 
ernments, in the United States it is! contain about 70% of what are called 
owned by intividuals, ‘who, for some | ‘national defense pictures,’ but in re- 
reasons, have been operating as war | ality are pictures to glorify war, to 
propaganda machines almost as if| glorify Britain and now of course 
they were being operated from a| you'll probably begin to see pictures 
central agency.’ glorifying Russia. 

The mob, cuffo guests of the Amer- 
fca First Committee which sponsored | 
the rally, booed and hooted when 
Nye condemned, with heavy sarcasm, 
the trend in American motion pic- 
ture films recently. ‘We see pictures 
glorifying war, telling about the 














Senator Connally’s 
Plug for Film Biz 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
In direct refutation of the remarks 


You do not have to take my | 


York at the White House and told | 


to rouse the war fever in America | 


film companies are well known to}| 


Arthur. 
vs. interventionist feeling in the na-| Loew, Nicholas Schenck, Sam Katz | 


is a raging inferno of | 


grandeur and heavenly justice of the 
British Empire, depicting the pas- 
sion for democracy and the love of 
humanity of the generals and trade 
agents of Britain,’ 


anent the film industry by Senators 
Wheeler and Nye last week, Senator 
Tom Connally of Texas this morn- 
ing paid high praise from the floor 





being accomplished by the motion 
picture screen.’ 

Chairman 
Relations Committee noted that he 
had recently seen ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust,’ which is about the work in 
caring for children of a woman in 
his home state. Metro pic apparent- 
ly brought on his statement, which 
was incorporated in the Congres- 
‘sional Record. 
| 


Hollywood Doing An 
Off-the-Record Burn 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Hollywood as yet is taking no offi- 
'cial notice of Senator Wheeler’s at- 
tacks on the film business with re- 
;spect to the industry turnout for 
|the Wendell Willkie meeting at the 
| Hollywood Bowl recently, That is, 
‘none of the representative heads of 


a | the industry, including Will Hays, is 


officially refuting Wheeler’s tirade. 
But off the record it is another 
matter. Folks will talk and they are 
| not restraining the flow of conversa- 
tion to choice language either. 


N.L. NATHANSON 
DENIES ANY 
UATIE 


Denial of any plan or thought of 

joining United Artists was made 
yesterday (Tuesday) by N. L. 
Nathanson in New York. Former 
prez of Famous Players-Canadian 
Corp. was said to be negotiating a 
deal for financing UA _ producers 
which would give him an important 
part in UA affairs. 
| Arthur W. Kelly, UA’s operating 
| head, likewise denied that Nathan- 
| son was negotiating any such deal 
with the company. Kelly admitted 
'there might be confabs between 
| himself and the Canadian theatre 
| operator, but said they were purely 
on routine product buys. 
| Other quarters, however, were less 
| certain that something might not be 
|up between UA and Nathanson, who 
was in New York last week and re- 
turned yesterday from his Toronto 
| headquarters. Arrangement would 
'be advantageous to UA, if in no 
other way, in giving it the Nathan- 
| son theatre outlets in Canada. 
It was recalled that Nathanson 
| was offered the presidency of Para- 
| mount about four years ago, before 
Barney Balaban took it. UA, being 
in the market at the moment for a 
prexy, made the prospect of Nathan- 
son's joining the company not illogi- 
Cal. 

‘My interests lie 
will remain there,’ 
VARIETY. 




















in Canada and 
Nathanson told 





Films’ Semaine 
 Refuted By U. of So. Calif. 
Poll on ‘Propaganda’ 


Contradicting Senators Wheeler 
and Nye, recent, poll of public opin- 
ion shows that Americans are not 
‘annoyed’ by ‘war propaganda’ in 
feature pictures, newsreels or shorts. 
Figures were obtained by a research 
| Staff under direction of Dr. Floyd 
Ruch, associate professor of psychol- 





| ogy at the University of Southern 
| California. 
To a query as to whether ‘you 


have been annoyed by any propa- 
ganda in features recently,’ 77% of 
those asked replied no, 16% yes, and 
7% didn’t know. Questioned as to 
| whether ‘you have been annoyed by 
propaganda in newsreels and shorts’ 


brought 68% negative answers to 
| 250 positive and 7% who didn't 
know. 





94 Players at Par 


| Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
New contract list at Paramount 

discloses 77 players under term deals 
| and 17 more tied up by special pic- 
| ture pacts. 

Roster lists four producer-direc- 

_tors, 16 directors and 16 writers. 
| Studio is shooting seven pictures. 


TAYLOR’S NEXT 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Robert Taylor’s next picture at 
Metro will be ‘Johnny Eager.’ 
| Mervyn Leroy will direct as soon 





Nye declared,|of the Senate to ‘the grand work as he compietes ‘New York Story.’ 


of the Senate Foreign | 





|leading executives. 
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Vicious Attack | 
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He charged the industry with having be- 
come the propaganda tool of forces, within and without the 
(government, that seek for selfish purposes to plunge America 
into the voftex of the world war. . 


Then, to prove his point, he listed a half dozen feature filme 
that have been released over the past two years as ‘examples’ 
of an unholy allience between the industry and ‘warmongers,’ 


Thereafter, with elephantine subtlety he associated with these 
films the names of film company presidents, producers and ex- 
ecutives who, he charged, are inspired by alien influence of birth 
and parentage. 


And for climax, having by his own statements stamped him- 
self and the isolationist cause for. which he was speaking as 
viciously intolerant, Nye reached his peroration with this mas- 
terpiece of inconsistency: 

‘Great Americans—great Americans like Wheeler, Lind- 
bergh, and Gen, Wood—(applause)—Americans like these 
in many places are denied the use of a hall to speak up for 
America, but these men, with the motion picture films in 
their hands, can address 80,000,000 people a week, cunning- 
ly and persistently inoculating them with the virus of war. 
Why do they do this? Well, because, among other things, 
they're interested in foreign causes. You cannot doubt this. 
Go to Hollywood. It is a raging volcano of war fever, 
swarming with refugees, It also swarms with British act- 
ors. In Hollywood they call it the British Army of Occu- 
pation. (Laughter and applause.) The leaders are almost 
all heavy contributors to the numerous committees of all 
sorts, organized under the guise of relief to Britain, Greece 
and Russia, organized to propagandize us into war.’ 


There was a lot more, much of it to do with the fallacy that 
the American film companies were pleading for war in order to 
save their foreign income, without which, he said, they would 
go bankrupt within a year. And for authority he quoted from 
an anonymous Wall Street market letter, written by some keen 
analyst who must have had the financial statements of 1932 in 
front of him. For the benefit of Nye and his ‘authority,’ it might 
be mentioned that this is 1941, and the film companies, despite 
huge sums frozen in foreign countries, are doing all right. 


It is a waste of good print paper to attempt to dissuade Nye, 
Wheeler and their group from their hatred for filins. But it is 
well to make the point that no one within the knowledge of 
present day showmen possesses the ability to make propaganda 
pay at the boxoffice. Only entertainment gives a return on 
investment. 

As for the issue in its broader aspects, Paul Smith, of the 
San Francisco Chronicle, speaking in rebuttal to Nye over the 
same network the following night (2), closed the argument by 
deftly stating that the problem currently disturbing the Amer- 
ican people is not the motion picture industry, but adequate 
national defense, : 

Discharging its duty to itself, the film industry has only to 
show its daily record of patriotic performance, prompted by 
the fullness of love of country. The theatre,as a free institu- 
tion, has played its active role as a patriot long before Nve, 
Wheeler and their like ever breathed American air. And it 
will continue to do so when they are gone and soon forgotten. 





N.Y. to L.A. 

Harry Cohn, 

Cass Daley. 

Jack Durant. 

Charles Glett. 

Joan Perry. 

Rex Smith. 

Jonie Taps. 

Bobby Warren. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


Willie Bioff. 
George Breslin. 





TITLE TROUBLE 


William Dieterle’s (RKO) 
Tangled Up 





Tags all 


| William Dieterle Productions, 

which releases through RKO, is hav- 
ing title trouble—in spades. Its 
major difficulty at the moment is in 
finding a handle for what was orig- 
inally ‘The Devil and Daniel 
Webster,’ then ‘Here Is a Man’ and 
now....well, that’s what RKO would 
like to know. 

Same trouble is being experienced 
with next Dieterle production, al- 
though it is not so acute inasmuch 
as it hasn’t gone before the cameras 
yet and lack of a moniker isn’t caus: 
ing delay of the pub-ad campaign. 
New one started out as ‘The Band 
Plays On,’ and was then switched to 
‘Syncopation,’ It was distovered, 
however, that the latter was used by 
RKO itself in 1929 and to prevent 
confusion that this is a remake it 
will be changed again. 

Shift from ‘Devil and Daniel 
Webster’ and ‘Here Is a Man’ is said 
to result from boxoffice experience 
that the words ‘devil, ‘man’ and 
‘mother’ on a marquee are not con- 
ductive to patronage. One exhib 
also complained about ‘Webster’ that 
he didn’t want any picture about a 
dictionary. 


Harry Cox. 

Jerry Danzig. 

Ed Dowling. 

Don Francisco. 
James R. Grainger. 
Nedda Harrigan. 
John Healy. 
Alexander Korda. 
Thomas J. La Brum. 
Rosemary Lane, 
Michael Luddy. 
Haskell Masters. 
Bessie McGaffney. 
Joseph Moskowitz. 


Dick Pollard. 
Casey Robinson, 
David Rose. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Jack Scholl. 

John Schulman. 
Paul Shear. 

Spyros Skouras. 
Edward Stevenson. 
Claude Stroud. 
John Waters. 
Meredith Willson. 
Ed Zobel. 





SAILINGS 


Aug. 8 (Caribbean cruise). 
Ashley (Santa Paula). 

Aug. 7 (New York to Lisbon), 
Anna Neagle, Herbert Wilcox 
(American Clipper). 
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Analysis of Par's Statement Shows 
Theatres Dipped But Distrib Upped 





Indication of the severity of the 
slump in theatre grosses throughout 
the country during April, May and 
June was made clear in the earnings 
statement for the period issued by 
Paramount last week. It revealed a 
drop of virtually 30% in theatre in- 
come from the same three months of 
1940. 

Par’s theatre earnings are taken 
by the industry as an @xcellent guide 
to general grosses, as it operates or 
is partnered in the operation of 
houses in most of the states of the 
union and not only has first-runs but 
a variety of subsequents, 

Analysis of the figures shows the 
big slide taken by the grosses was 
in the second quarter, although the 
first three months were also off. 
While the April-May-June spill was 
approximately 29%, that for the first 
six months was only 15%. Theatre 

(Continued on page 22) 


Correa Hints He May 
Ask Bioff-Browne’s 
Bail Be Revoked 


Trial of George E. Browne and 
William Bioff, president and west 
coast representative of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, previously set for Aug. 
18 in N. Y. federal court may be 
deferred. Yesterday (Tuesday) Judge 
Edward A. Conger told both the 
Government and defense counsel that 
no judge may be available before 
Aug. 25. Browne and Bioff are 
charged with violating the anti- 
racketeering act through threats of 
calling a strike of their union if 
major film companies failed to pay 
them _ off. Government charges 
$550,000 was extorted from Para- 
mount, Loew’s, Warner Bros, and 
20th Century-Fox. 

Mathias F. Correa, U. 8. prosecu- 
tor, told the court that he was con- 
sidering asking for the revocation of 
bail for the two defendants, each of 
whom has put up $50,000. Correa 
cited Judge John C. Knox’s ruling 
last May in which the court declared 
that if any Government witness was 
interfered with, he would revoke 
bail. Correa declared that Nick 
Circello, described as a ‘Chicago 








individual who has been on Browne's | 


payroll from 1935 to 1940, although 
he is not a member of the union,’ 
disappeared shortly after the indict- 
ment of Browne and Bioff on May 23, 
and F.B.I. men and U. S. marshalls 


in Chicago cannot locate him. He’s 
better known as Nick Dean. 
Correa indicated that if Circello | 


did not turn up by Aug. 18, he would | 
ask the court to revoke bail. 

Attorneys for the defendants asked | 
that the case be postponed to Sep- 
tember, and while Correa admitted 
the Government would not be ready 
by Aug. 18, he opposed the delay and | 
cited the disappearance of the wit- | 
ness as the reason for Government | 
failure to be ready. 


Defense counsel denied any knowl- | 


edge of the whereabouts of the wit- 


ness. Also yesterday (Tuesday), 
Federal Judge Simon Rifkind re- 
served decision on pleas by both 


Bioff and Browne to quash the in- 
dictments against them. Both men 
claim that the anti-racketeering act 
under which they are to be tried is 


unconstitutional and violates the fifth | 


amendment to the Constitution. 


Bioff East for N. Y. 
Trial; Browne Later 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Willie Bioff, personal representa- 
tive on the Coast for IATSE pres- 
ident George E. Browne, has 
started east, to be followed in a few 
days by his attorneys, George Bres- 
lin and Michael Luddy. Tney will 
prepare the defense for the Chicago 
hoodlum’s trial there Aug. 18 with 
Browne on charges of extorting 
$550,000 from four major film com- 





Panies on asserted threats to call a) 


Strike of theatre projectionists. 


Both the accused are at liberty on 
$50,000 bonds. 





Lionel’s Muse 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Lionel Barrymore gets screen 
credit as a musician as well as 
an actor in ‘Dr. Kildare’s Wed- 
ding Day’ at Metro. 
He composed ‘Tableaux Russe,’ 
an orchestral suite played in the 
picture. 


PAR’S NW B.0. 
MUCH BETTER 


Minneapolis, Aug. 58. 
Considerable theatre business im- 
provement throughout the Minne- 
sota Amus. Co, (Paramount) circuit, 
in evidence the past three weeks, is 


very encouraging to John J. Friedl, 
its president, and he feels that this 
bears out a trade contention that 
there’s nothing wrong with the in- 
dustry that reasonably good eco- 
nomic conditions and first-rate pic- 
tures can’t correct. 


Films have just as strong a hold 
as ever on the public and haven't 
lost any substantial amount of 
ground in the face of more and 
tougher entertainment opposition, in 
his opinion. 

Moreover, the outlook for the 
Northwest is excellent because of 
fine crop prospects, comparatively 
high farm prices and much greater 
industrial activity, Friedl points out. 
It is these factors, plus strong prod- 
uct, that have boosted grosses in re- 
cent weeks and which will result in 
increasingly satisfactory boxoffice 
returns the ensuing fall and winter, 
he feels. 


As for stage shows, Friedl says, 
as many big names as are available 
| will be brought into the Orpheum 
here next fall and winter. While in 
New York last month he says he 
contacted agents and gave the latter 
carte blanche, but as yet nothing 
definite is lined up. 


ROGERS ENDING INDIE 
PROD. DEAL WITH COL 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Independent producer deal be- 
tween Charles R. Rogers and Colum- 
bia terminates Aug. 10, with the stu- 
dio buying Rogers’ rights to the 
story, ‘The Gentleman Misbehaves,’ 
production of which was delayed by 
casting problems. 
| Moving out with Rogers are his 
| chief aide, Bill Pierce, and his en- 
tire staff. Negotiations are going on 
for the release of two other Rogers 
| story propert ‘Jane Addams of 
Hull House’ and ‘Mermaids on 
| Parade.’ 
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Sylvan Simon Nearly 
Had His Vacation’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

| §. Sylvan Simon, Metro director 
who had planned to spend several 
days here with his mother, Mrs. Eva 
Simon, got to see her Saturday (2) 
for only a few hours, having been 
summoned back to Coast three 
weeks ahead of his scheduled re- 
turn to pilot new Wallace Beery pic- 
ture, ‘Steel Cavalry,’ formerly ‘Com- 
bat Car. Studio paged him at 
Schroon Lake, N. Y., where he had 
been vacationing with his wife, just 


a short time after he had left 
Hollywood. 
Shooting on Beery film was 


scheduled to get under way this 
afternoon (5), just a few hours after 
Simon’s arrival. Studio had script 
waiting for him in Chicago upon 
ihis arrival there Sunday (3) so he 
could go over it on train trip to 
' Coast. 





SPOTLIGHT ANEW 
UN THE INDUSTRY 


Paramount and Warners’ Ac- 
tivity of Late Inspired By 
Strong Earnings’ State- 
ments — Reduction of 
Funded Debts Makes Is- 


sues Even More Attractive 








INVESTMENT TRUSTS 





With Paramount and Warner 
Bros, common shares hitting new 
1941 highs and becoming two of the 
12 most-active stocks on the N. Y. 
Stock Exchange last week, fresh in- 
terest is being evidenced in film 
shares by the trading fraternity. An- 
other stock to hit a new peak for the 
year is Universal common certifi- 
cates (on the N. Y. Curb), shares 
gaining a full point in a week to 
reach $7.87%%4, by far the highest mark 
recorded by the shares in more than 
a year. 


Excellent earnings statements by 
both Par and Warners last week 
were held responsible for the spurts, 
while Universal recently showed fine 
profits with chance that the third 
quarter of the current fiscal year will 
even better the record breaker of 
1940. 


Stock traders in the financial dis- 
tract are not so optimistic about all 
film company shares but where 
profits of picture corporations are 
running far ahead of last year fur- 
ther interest is bound to show, they 
say. Executives with different com- 
panies in which there has been ex- 
tensive buying lately claim the 
miniature bull move is traceable 
both to better earnings and the im- 
proved all-around financial picture. 

Fact that investment trusts this! 
year bought more in Paramount} 
common than probably any other is | 
reflected in the steady climb of these 
shares. There is no disposition to} 
sell at these levels, 
opinion in Wall Street. The amount 
of first preferred outstanding also is 
linked to this heightened interest in 
Par common. Reported this week 
that there is less than $12,500,000 


worth of the first preferred currently | 


outstanding as compared with 
$25,000,000 originally outstanding. 
White Par has indicated no decision 
to call in the first preferred, the 
public’s gradual shift from this con- 
(Continued on page 20) 


SEE $800,000 THIRD 
QUARTER NET FOR U 


Although the third quarter of 
Universal’s fiscal year just ended last 











week, expectation in Wall Street 
is that the company will show a net 
profit of around $800,000 for the 
quarter This would be slightly | s 
above the $780,803 shown in the 
third quarter of the last fiscal year, 
which ended Oct. 30, last. 

While such earnings would in- 
dicate that the company is merely | 
holding the pace set in 1940, the 
third quarter last year was one of 
the heftiest in U history. Also the 





quarter took in the dull boxoffice pe- 
riod of June and July, unusually 
dismal] this year. 


Hurley Sets Up Own 
Outfit to Produce A’s 


Sacramento, Aug. 5. 








Articles of incorporation were 
filed here by Theatre Attractions, 
Inc, headed by Harold Hurley, 


former assistant managing director 
at Paramount. 
Hurley plans a series of ‘A’ pro- 


according to| 


WALL ST. AND AMUS. STOCKS 





+ 





Atlas’ RKO Stake 





Activity of Atlas Corp. in RKO 
and its subsidiaries is revealed in 
the six-month report issued last 
week, with the company listing 
6,882 shares of Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum 7% preferred, sold to 
RKO, as one of the major sales 
in this period. Corporation also 
showed that it increased its com- 
mon stock portfolio through the 
purchase of about 75,000 addi- 
tional shares of RKO common, 
making 1,076,157 shares now 
held. 

Atlas also listed the sale of 
7,000 shares of General Theatres 
Equipment. 


WB NET PROFIT 
UP $2,000,000 


Showing an improvement of near- 
ly $2,000,000 over the first nine 
months ‘in the previous fiscal year, 
Warner Bros. last week reported net 
operating profit of $4,483,445 for the 
first 39 weeks in the present fiscal 
year ending last May 31. This com- 
pares with $2,450,713 in correspond- 
ing period of the previous fiscal 
year. 


Warner earnings are equal to $1.12 
on the common stock, best per share 
earnings this company has shown in 
some time for this portion of a year’s 
business. They are figured as being 
equivalent of $44.50 per preferred 
share. Company reported a little 
more than $33.68 ag being dividend 
arrears on these shares, 


Company listed gross income at 
$76,609,471 and net income of $11,- 











|zation and depreciation of properties, 
| interest expense, $1,058,000 provision 
for normal Federal income taxes and 
| other deductions. Gross income last 
year in same period was only about 
$225,000 below 1941. Warner Bros. 
wrote off $914,000 as provisions 
for contingencies, believed principal- 
(Continued on page 20) 
ee 


CAPRA-SELZNICK-UA 
WAITING FOR LAWYER 


Completion of United Artists’ 
deal with Frank Capra and David 
O. Selznick will now wait on the 
end of the Tony Sudekum (Crescent) 
anti-trust trial im Nashville, ex- 
pected to take about two weeks 
more. Necessity of the presence in 
court of Ed Raftery, UA attorney, 
causing the delay. 

Originally Raftery intended to 
| leave Nashville and proceed to Coast 
Dew igreng awaiting finish of the trial, 














but he has since changed his plans 
| In ‘the mean time, he has been con- 
bbin by phone and mail with 


and 


653,358 before deductions for amorti- | 


is 


If Nick Schenck Doesn't Okay It 
Bill Rodgers Will Forget UA Offer 





Huddles between Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Metro prez, and William F, 
Rodgers this week will determine 
whether the Metro. salesmanager 
will be released from his contract to 
take the presidency of United Artists 
which has been offered him, 
Schenck’s repeated denials to news- 
papermen, however, that he would 
not release Rodgers made it appear 
unlikely that he will change his at- 
titude. 


In that case, it is understood, 
Rodgers will make a public state- 
ment and withdraw entirely as a 
candidate for the UA job. His atti- 
tude is that if his departure from 
Metro cannot be arranged com- 
pletely and amicably to everyone 
concerned, he will make no further 
effort. to obtain his release. He’s ex- 
tremely anxious, it is said, not to 
disturb the friendly relations that 
exist between him and other execs 
at Metro,-which he has served since 
1924. 


Despite Schenck’s denial to news- 
papers that Rodgers had asked for 
his release, it is known definitely 
that the Metro sales chief had made 
such proposals and that Schenck was 
cognizant of them. Schenck arrived 
in New York from the Coast over 
the weekend and Rodgers, it is 
learned, will sit down with him this 
week on the matter. 





'Wm. Fox’s 2 Attacks 


While Testifying 
In Bribery Trial 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

William Fox suffered two diabetie 
attacks while testifying this week ag 
star Government witness in the sec- 
ond trial of U. S. Circuit Judge J. 
Warren Davis and Morgan S. Kauf- 
man, former Federal bankruptcy 
referee, charged with accepting 
bribes from the onetime millionaire 
film magnate. 

Fox’s first attack came while he 
was on the stand Friday, and he was 
stricken again yesterday (Mon.). 
Despite bitter cross-examination by 
defense counsel William A. Gray, 
Fox stuck to the story he told in 
the previous trial—which ended in 
a jury deadlock—that he had given 








Judge Davis $27,500 so that he might 


obtain a favorable ruling in the Cir- 
cuit Court on bankruptcy litigation. 
Kaufman is accused of being the go- 
between in the deal. 


him to ‘concoct’ a story that would 
clear the jurist when the F.B.I. ques- 
| tioned him regarding the possession 
| of $1,000 bills which the Government 
|claimed they traced from Fox to 
Judge Davis’ daughter’s bank ac- 
count, 
Gray 
changed 


| Fox testified that Davis had asked 
} 


that 
in 


Fox 
order to 


declared 
his story 


had 
get 


| leniency from the Government when 


i pact is nearing final form, so that a| 


| minimum of time will be needed be- 


| U TA’ s Coast rep, Loyd Wright, 
| : ’ 
| fore it is signed. 





Par Moves Up Garvey 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Stanley Garvey, member of the 
staff for seven years, was upped to 


mount to succeed Julian Blaustein, 
who reported for Army duty. 


ing department, became assistant to 
Bill Dozier, chief of the scenario and 
story staff. 





SCHWARTZ’S COL. SALE 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Arthur Schwartz, songwriter, 
to Columbia for $20,000 





ductions in Technicolor and is ne- 
gotiating for a United Artists re- 
lease 


Girl’s Fancy’ which he and Everett 
Freeman authored. 
It’s for Jean Arthiw 


associate story editorship at Para- | jor 


sold | 
‘Young | 
| tiffs 





John Hanagan, head of the read- | 





he comes up for sentence. The for- 
mer film mogul has pleaded guilty. 
Gray alleged that Fox owes the Gov- 
ernment about $5 000,000 in de- 
linquent income taxes. 


Hakims Sue Gabin On 
Qld Picture Commitment 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

Germany’s invasion of France 
echoed in Superior court here in a 
suit against Jean Gabin, French ac- 
currently under contract at 
20th-Fox. -Action was filed by Rob- 
ert and Raymond Hakim, owners of 
the Paris Film Production Co. 


Hakims assert they had Gabin 
under contract for the picture, ‘The 
Golden Helmet,’ in Paris but were 
prevented from producing it when 
the actor was called to the French 
colors. After his discharge from the 
army, they declare, he refused to go 
through with the contract. Plaine 
charge the story was bought 
with the stinulation that Gabir 


neor ac the ctar 
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Challenge Right of 


Arbitrator To 


Set Up New Clearance on Coast 





Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

First the 
consent decree in this district has re- 
sulted in an appeal questioning wn 
right of the arbitrator to create a 
clearance where none had existed. 
Appeal was filed by the Edwards 
circuit against the decision handed 
down by Herbert Cameron in a suit 
involving O. W. Lewis, operator of 
the Mission Playhouse, San Gabriel; 
James Edwatds, Paramount 
Warners, United West Coast Thea- 
trestres and Alhambra Amus. Corp. 

Contention is that the clearance 
situation in Alhambra, Rosemead, 
Garvey and San Gabriel is a factual 
one, which precludes it from arbitra- 
tion under Section A of the consent 
decree, a clause that permits arbi- 
tration only where clearances al- 
ready exist. Under present arrange- 
ments the appellants run their pic- 
tures 21 days after the Fox West 
Coast houses in Alhambra. Cam- 
eron’s ruling is that the ‘maximum 
clearance’ which may be granted to 
Alhambra over Rosemead = and 
Garvey may be seven days after the 
Mission Playhouse in San Gabriel. 
The idea is that while the arbitra- 
tor’s ruling does not necessarily 
create a new run, it makes a poten- 
tial seven-day clearance in favor of 
San Gabriel, which might nullify the 
existing day-and-date arrangement 
with the Rosemead and Garvey 
houses. 


clearance case under 





Somersons Lose 
Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

Arbitrator H. Evans Rhell yester- 
day (Men.) dismissed the complaint 
filed by Samuel and Morris Somer- 
son, operators of the Palm, seeking 
better clearance break in Kensing- 
ton area in competition with Stan- 
ley-Warner houses in the zone. 

Defendants along with the S-W 
circuit were Metro, Paramount and 
20th-Fex. Rhell ruled that the exist- 
ing clearance was ‘just’ and that any 
change would disrupt the situation 
in Kensington and harm distributor 
and exhibitors alike. He assessed 
the cost of the complaint on the 
plaintiffs. 





Syufys Withdraw Complaint 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

First consent decree arbitration 
here, sought by William and Pauline 
Syufy over clearance for the Rita, 
Vallejo, ended abruptly at the open- 
ing of the second session (21) when 
W. Byron Bryant, attorney for the 
Syufys’ withdrew the complaint. 
Defendants, RKO, Paramount, WB 
and Fox, had contended the plead- 
ings were incomplete, a point the 
plaintiff said was ‘well taken’ in ask- 
ing dismissal which was granted 
without prejudice by arbitrator Don- 
ovan O. Peters. Rita is the newest of 
five houses in Vallejo, a military 
boom town across the bay from 
Frisco, with a sixth dark house soon 
to reopen. All situations but the Rita 
are operated by Fox-West Coast, 
with Syufy using product five or 
more years old. 

Only other case on clerk Charles 
Chambers’ calendar is that of Laurel 
theatre versus the Big Five, set for 
Aug. 12 with Roger Sherman as 
arbitrator. 


» 


Feud On the Range 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Two generations of film cow- 
pokes are whipping up a new 
feud on Gower Gulch, without 
gunplay but with plenty of vocal 
heat. It started when the elder 
Buckaroo star, who doesn’t croon, 
cast aspersions in a published 
interview on the new breed of 
range riders who know more 
about guitars than branding 
irons. 

The old chase, he declared, is 
being slowed up by tenor solos 
which cheapen the picture and 
give the juvenile film fans an 
erroneous idea of the rugged 
life on the prairies. 


BROADWAY'S PARTIAL 
BLACKOUT LAST NITE 


Blackout o@ spectacular Broadway 
signs and theatre marquees and up- 
rights, which was scheduled from 9 
to 9:30 last night (Tues.), was pre- 
ceded by considerable tightrope- 
walking and ticklish maneuvering 
by operators of the houses. Their 
aim was to keep their fronts alight 
but to avoid running into a labor 
situation in which they were in no 
way involved. 

Calling the Bright Way blackout 
were members of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
who are involved in a strike with 
the Consolidated Edison Co. They 
were using the light-dousing tech- 
nique merely to call attention to 
their battle. 

Difficulty they faced was that 
while their members control spec- 
taculars such as the Wrigley, Chev- 
rolet and Wilson Whiskey signs, they 
are not in charge of theatre marquee 
operation. That falls to the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, who are on perfectly 
amicable terms with their employers. 

IA was reported publicly not in 
sympathy with the marquee bracken- 
ing, but an IBEW official declared 
yesterday afternoon that that was 
just window-dressing—that they did 
not want to antagonize their employ- 
ers, but that they would pull the 
marquee and upright switches at 
9 p.m. in promised cooperation with 
the IBEW. 

Broadway, it was said, would take 
on the aspects of Fifth avenue, with 
the high-powered advertising maz- 











store windows continuing alight. 





ADD: CRESCENT 


U. 8. Vs. Sudekum Chain Continues 
On. Trial 











Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 5. 
Judge Elmer Davies promises that 
rulings will be made today (Tues- 
day) on the admission of Crescent 
Amusement Co. (Tony Sudekum) 
playoff sheets and income tax re- 








Lansdowne vs. WB Ending 
With Latter’s Takeover 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

A suit for $210,000 triple damages 

against the Stanley-Warner circuit 
and the major distribs filed last year 
in Federal court here by the oper- 
ators of the Lansdowne appeared 
dead with the announcement that 
the house had been leased to War- 
ners for a 10-year period. Norman 
Ball, attorney for the Lansdowne, 
said the suit had not yet been of- 
ficially dropped, but negotiations 
were still going on with the dis- 
tributor-defendants. The Lansdowne 
corporation would still retain an in- 
terest in the house. 

The suit was the first of the many 
filed against Warners here which 
asked for treble damages under the 
Sherman and Clayton anti-trust 
laws. The house, owned by the Har- 
rison interests, was formerly leased 
to Warners but reverted to its own- 
ers in 1937. 

The Lansdowne owners claimed 
that the run of the house had been 
moved back by the distribs as soon 
as the Warner circuit relinquished 


turns. Friday’s (1) session saw a 
heated debate en income tax re- 
pave dating from 1935 to 1939 and 
yesterday (Mondoy) was occupied 
with the Government’s introduction 
of the playoff sheets in its anti-trust 
suit against the Sudekum chain. 


Davies said he would make the 
decision on the admissability of 
playoffs today, but indicated that if 
he overrules the introduction of 
this evidence it would be stricken 
from the records. The Government 
attorneys declared that if playoffs 
are overruled the case would be 
prolonged several days, as additional 
witnesses would have to be called. 


She'll Stand Off Marines 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Binnie Barnes will be the charmer 
in the Leatherneck picture, ‘The 
Marines Are Ready,’ co-starring 
Victor McLaglen and Edmund Lowe 
at RKO. 

Lupe Velez was originally slated 
for the part but was detained by 
her job in Kay Kyser film, ‘Play- 











it. 


mates.’ 


Cummings’ Par Repeater 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Irving Cummings, currently direet- 
ing ‘Louisiana Purchase’ at Para- 
mount, remains on the lot for an- 
other picture although he is under 
contract to 20th-Fox. 

Pact with the Westwood studio 
cails for two outside films annually. 








MICH. CO-OPS 


ANTI-DUAL 
DRIVE 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 

For the first time in five years, 
Michigan Co-operative Theatres are 
seriously planning to attempt to do 
something about eliminating double- 
bills. Just what the move will be, 
exhibs aren’t quite sure yet, but a 
meeting was held last week to map 


out campaign. 

Main idea of conference was to 
plan ways to revive business. Also 
under consideration is an intensive 
campaign to include contests and 
similar features to get the public 
back in the picture houses. 








2 APPEALS 


Loews in Philly and RKO-WB in 
Albany 








Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

First appeal from arbitrator's de- 
cision in the Philly arbitration office 
was filed recently by Loew’s, Inc., 
petitioning a reversal of the decision 
which granted David Silver ‘some 
run’ at the Earle, New Castle, Del. 
Defendant in the case was Loew’s, 
Wilmington. The case goes to the 
appeal board set up under the con- 
sent decree. 





RKO and WB Appeal 


Albany, Aug. 5. 

Notices have been filed with John 
G. Rawson, clerk of the local AAA 
office, by RKO and Warners, of ap- 
peals from the award made July 15 
by Morton J. Hall, arbitrator, in 
which he granted the application of 
Alec Papayanakos, owner of the 
American theatre in Canton, for re- 
lief from clearance given by the two 
distributors to the Schine circuit’s 
Strand and Pontiac, Ogdensburg. 
Hall, after a number of hearings and 
a study of briefs filed by counsel for 
both sides, ordered elimination of 
the 14 days’ clearance for the Schine 





das turned off, but street lights and | 


houses against the Papayanakos the- 
atre in Canton, 22 miles away. It 
was the first arbitration case here 
under the consent decree—a stipu- 
lation joined the complaints against 
RKO and WB. 





Macklin’s 37-Day Clearance 


Milwaukee, Aug. 5. 

After five months of delay and 
postponement following filing of com- 
| plaint with the Arbitration Ass’n, the 
case» brought by Lee Macklin, oper- 
ator of the Grand and Mer Mac the- 
atres of New London, Wis., against 
Paramount, 20th-Fox, Warners, RKO 
and Loew’s was finally settled by the 
parties without bringing it to hear- 
Ing. 

Macklin’s complaint was that Ap- 
| pleton, Wis., key town for the zone 
| he is in, was permitted to hold’ back 
| product until it was so old and stale 
| by the time he got it that it had lost 
all attraction for his potential cus- 
|; tomers, many of whom went into ad- 
| Jacent zones to see pictures while 
they were still new. Agreement was 
reached whereby all product hence- 
forth will be cleared in 37 days, 


Put Up Your Dukes 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

David Durand has been assigned 
by Columbia to star in four come- 
dies with prizefight backgrounds, to 
be produced by Jules White. 

First of quartet is slated for Sep- 
tember filming, from script by Felix 
Adler and Clyde Bruckman. 

















THAT ALDRICH KID 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
‘Mr. Aldrich’s Boy’ is the next in 
the Henry Aldrich series at Para- 
mount, 
Father and son drama starts Aug. 
11, with Hugh Bennett directing and 





Sol C. Siegel producing. 





1939 Incomes Over $75, 000 





NEW YORK 


B. B. D. & O. 
William H. Johns—$87,575. 
COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
Edward Klauber—$94,484. 
William S. Paley—$204,270. 

DONAHUE & COE, INC, 

E. J. Churchill—$128,400. 

EASTMAN KODAK CO. 
Frank W. Lovejoy—$161,647. 

HUROK ATTRACTIONS, INC. 

Marian Anderson—$95,816. 

KING FEATURES SYNDICATE 

George McManus—$99,960. 

R. L. Ripley—$143,098. 

LENNEN & MITCHELL, INC. 

Philip W. Lennen—$80,000. 
MARCUS LOEW BOOKING AG’CY 

Leopold Friedman—$83,200. 

Charles C. Moskowitz, $104,000. 
NATIONAL THEAT. AMUS. CO. 

Charles P. Skouras—$150,000. 

Spyros P. Skouras—$228,000. 

ig oor A — 
Jack Benny—$127,500. 

‘Claude Howard Binyon—$76,958. 
Robert (Bob) Burns—$77,380. 
Madeline Carroll—$127,166. 
Ronald Colman—$194,747. 

Gary Cooper—$187,713. 

Bing Crosby—$250,000. 

Roy Del Ruth—$84,166. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.—$161,718. 
Y. Frank Freeman—$104,100. 
Edward H. Griffith—$100,000. 
Henry Hathaway—$128,500. 

Bob Hope—$77,847. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr.—$156,000. 
Harold H. Hurley—$117.733. 
William LeBaron—$182,093. 
Jas, Mitchell Leisen—$98,000. 
Albert Parsons Lewin—$92,375. 
Frank Lloyd—$108,500. 

Fred MacMurray—$240,333. 
Sherman Chas. Ruggles—$79,666. 
Wesley Ruggles—$83,333. 
Mark Sandrich-—$81,500. 
Barbara Stanwyck—$92,500. 
Preston Sturges—$143.000. 
Harlan Thompson—$83.166. 
Dale Van Every—$78,000. 

Wm. A. Wellman—$148,354. 
Adolph Zukor—104,200. 

RKO RADIO PICTURES 
Brian Aherne—$82,500. 
Pandro S. Berman—$161,868, 
John Cromwell—$144,166. 
William Dieterle—$103,333, 
Gary Grant—$93,750. 

George Haight—$90,500. 
Norman Krasna—$82,500. 
Gregory La Cava—$175,000. 
Charles Laughton—$116,170. 
Carole Lombard—$211,111. 
Leo McCarey—$127,500. 
Adolphe Menjou—$74,999. 
George O’Brien—$120,400. 
Ginger Rogers—$219,500. 
George Stevens—$139,833. 
RADIO CORP. OF AMERICA 
David Sarnoff—$100,240. 
ROCKEFELLER CENTER, INC. 
Hugh S. Robertson—$80,000. 
J. WALTER THOMPSON CO. 
Stanley Resor—$81,000. 

20th CENTURY-FOX 
Don Ameche—$128,583. 
Warner Baxter—$101,923. 
Harry Joe Brown—$127,500. 
Claudette Colbert—$150,079. 
Richard M. Day—$76,500. 
Roy Del Ruth—$110,490. 
Allan Dwan—$109.125. 
Alice Faye—$140,291. 
Henry Fonda—$103,246, 
John Ford—$235,000. 
William Goetz—$102.000. 
Raymond Griffith—$104,625. 
Sonja Henie—$249.166. 
Nunnally Johnson—$85,833. 
Al Jolson—$128,125. 
S. R. Kent—$179,370. 
Henry King-—$155,833. 
William Koenig—$76,500. 
Sidney Lanfield—$112,875. 
Walter Lang—$77,083. 
Kenneth MacGowan—$102,000. 
Gene Markey—$97,875. 
Wm. Anthony McGuire—$96,708. 
Tyrone Power—$166,250. 
Gregory Ratoff—$109,375. 
Joseph M. Schenck—$113,833. 
Randolph Scott—$80,208. 
William Seiter—$119,000. 
John Stone—$76,500. 
Shirley Jane Temple—$116,570. 
Harry Tugend—$76,500. 
Sol] Wurtzel—$178,500. 
Darryl F. Zanuck—$255;-000. 

UNITED ARTISTS CORP. 
Maurice Silverstone—$145,500. 

VITAGRAPH, INC. 
S. C. Einfeld, $98,900. 
Gradwell L. Sears, $98,900. 


WARNER BROS. CIRCUIT 

Joseph Bernhard, $125,400. 
WARNER BROS. PICTURES, INC. 

Lloyd Bacon, $196,000. 

Henry Blanke, $92,750. 

Charles Boyer, $100,000. 

George Brent, $110,833. 

James Cagney, $368,333. 

Michael Curtiz, $183,900. 

Bette Davis, $129,750. 

Wilhelm Dieterle, $78,500. 

Errol Flynn, $213,333. 

Leo Forbstein, $79,500. 

Bryan Foy, $138,750. 

Mark Hellinger, $80,625. 

Miriam Hopkins, $102,500. 

William Keighley, $117,083. 

Anatoije Litvak, $150,000. 

Robert Lord, $140,450. 

Merle Oberon, $85,000. 

Pat O’Brien, $164,666. 

George Raft, $138,000. 

Claude Rains, $95,000. 

Casey Robinson, $99,833. 

Edward G. Robinson, $255,000. 

Max Steiner, $79,500. 

H. B. Wallis, $265,000. 

Albert Warner, $106,000. 


H. M. Warner, $159,000. 
J. L. Warner, $185,500. 


CALIFORNIA 


ARGOSY CORP. 
John Ford, $85,000. 
BERG-ALLENBERG, INC. 

Phil Berg, $127,187. 

Bertram Allenberg, $94,000. 
CHARLES CHAPLIN FILM CORP, 

Charles Chaplin—$152,000, 

DARMOUR, INC. 

Jack Holt, $80,384. 

WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS 

Walter E. Disney—$85,000. 

FAMOUS PRODUCTIONS, INC, 

H. E. Edington, $101,000. 

FELDMAN-BLUM CORP. 

Charles Kenneth Feldman, $75,925, 
SAMUEL GOLDWYN, INC., LTD. 

Samuel Goldwyn—$107,000, 

Jo Swerling—$81,666. 

Archie Mayo—$175,156. 

Sam Wood—$177,000. 

William Wyler—$104,999. 

Gary Cooper—$295,106. 
HEARST CONSOL. PUBLICATIONS 

William Randolph Hearst, $100,000, 

HAL ROACH STUDIOS, INC, 

Hal E. Roach—$103,500. 

Stan Laurel—$82,500. 

Adolphe Menjou—$100,000. 
SELZNICK INTERNAT. PICTURES 

David O. Selznick—$185,500, 

Alfred Hitchcock—$136,818. 
MYRON SELZNICK & CO., INC, 

Myron Selznick—$130,000. 
WALT. WANGER PRODUCTIONS 

Walter F. Wanger—$130,000. 

Joel McRea—$84,499. 

Tay Garnett—$96,883. 


ILLINOIS 


BLACKETT-SAMPLE-HUMMERT 

J. G. Sample—$105,900. 

Hill Blackett—$105,000. 

E. F. Hummert—$119,343. 
LADY ESTHER, LTD. 

Syma Busiel—$96,000. 

Alfred Busiel—$96,000. 
LORD & THOMAS, INC, 

Don Francisco—$102,536. 

Sheldon R. Coons—$109,5386. 
J. P. SEEBURG CORP. 

J. P. Seeburg—$91,011. 

N M. Seeburg—$78,603. 

H. T. Roberts—$82,830. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


LEVER BROS. CO. 
F. A. Countway—$383,210. 


NEW JERSEY 


ATLAS CORP. 
Floyd B. Odlum—$200,000. 





Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Regis Toomey’s contract renewed 
by Warners. 
Jean Wallace’s 
Paramount 
Court. 


Cornell Wilde drew a player ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 


Barbara Slater gained court sance 
tion for her contract with 20th-Fox, 

Stanley Clements 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Carol Bruce’s option hoisted by 
Universal. 

Marta Eggerth signed by Metro. 

Leo Tover renewed for one year 
as cameraman at Paramount. 

Jinx Falkenberg joined Columbia's 
contract list. 

Edgar Buchanan’s player option 
picked up by Columbia. 

George Montgomery drew option 
lift at 20th-Fox. 


minor pact with 
approved by Superior 


inked player 


Bruce Edwards’ actor option 
hoisted by 20th-Fox. 

Carole Landis had her option 
lifted at 20th-Fox. 

Ann Todd signed to a 20th-Fox 
contract. 


John Kimbrough inked contract to 
star in westerns at 20th-Fox. 

Robert Planck handed cameraman 
ticket by Metro. 





Ty’s New Girl Friend 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Tyrone Power gets a new femme 
lead, Maureen O’Hara, in ‘Benjamin 
Blake,’ after several pictures with 
Linda Darnell as his romantic in- 
terest. 
Filming starts around Sept. 1 with 
John Cromwell directing at the stu- 
dio and a second unit going to Ha- 
waii for tropical scenes. 


Like Falling Outa Tree 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Frances Gifford escaped so many 
tropical perils in ‘Jungle Girl’ that 
Republic is starring her in another 
tree-hanger, ‘Perils of Nyoka.’ 
New serial, a sequel to the jungle 








| adventure, is slated for 15 chapters, 


starting in October. 
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‘MOST SENSIBLE SELLING’ 
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Exhib Pleads for Tradeshowings; EXPHANCE | GIVES Disney Strikers Win All Their Demands, 
Asks Decree Be Given Full Trial TS VIEWPOINTS including 100 Hours Back Wages 














+ 
By Ray Branch . The McCoy Hollywood,* Aug. 5. 
arr 20th-Fox Office Manager in Striking cartoonists have wor 
(President, Allied Theatres of Michigan, Ine.) Minneapolis Goats Quan Hollywood, Aug. 5. practically everything they demanded 





Y . Pa Samuel Goldwyn is taking | from Walt Disney's cartoon factory 
Detroit, Aug. 1. | we were buying a cat in a bag, and Why This Scientific great pains to obtain faithful under the findings of the U.S. Con- 











Editor, VARIETY: now we are doing a swell job tell-| Method Isn’t the Best} portrayals of characters in his | Ciliation Service. They will also get 
For many years now, I have listen- | ing the world that this is not what Sales Pl forthcoming picturization of the | backpay to the amount of 100 hours 
ed to a lot of complaint from ex-| we wanted at all. ates rian life of Lou Gehrig. work, 
hibitors all over the country, about N J Alli d r M OA ae . Late ball player's widow is The company has already agreed 
having to buy their pictures by num- . ie or PT eing tested so comparisons can | to a closed-shop contract, two weeks’ 
ber, and that having no knowledge . fi 4 CITES BENEFITS be made with the femme player | vacation with pay, severance pay, 
of what was being offered for sale Against Tradeshowings who will play her on the screen. | sick leave and minimum wage scales 
‘was like buying a cat in a bag.’ o... deal : : for the various classifications. This 
Whether or not I personally care siesta thet ao Mar sd = Minneapolis, Aug. 5. starts with $85 per week for top ani- 
about seeing them before contract- needed and the Motion Picture The-| Selling in groups after the pic- mators and graduates downward to 
ing for them, is beside the point. ha about $22.50 for workers who for- 
The fact now is—the Cat Is Out of |#tre Owners of America describing | tures have been made and seen—by 


tradeshows under the Consent De- merly received $16 and $18 per week, 


the Bag. Under the terms of the trade paper critics. if not by ex- 


; cree setup a complete ‘bust,’ it be-|/.. A final move by the company to 
= ae 4 gg came aan and aes evident this | Dibitors—and after they've been re- FILMS IN AUG ‘freeze out’ the strikers by calling 
orale Brose Sie tee wee % week that the matter of tradeshow- | viewed in the trade press, is the most e only a few of them back to work 
year for sale. This affords exhibit-|ings is a contradictory exhibitor | sensible film sales’ plan. The plan acter agrecing te ssbltzetion wae 


blocked by James F. Dewey, ace 
conciliator for the U. S. Labor De- 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. partment, who arbitrated the dis- 





+e : . The distributors, however P a a , 
ors the opportunity of seeing before | WOTTY i rs, >»! makes it much easier than ever be- 
buying, and it also answers that age | are following the letter of the De-/| fore for the salesman to sell good 


i d there have been promises | ,; i “gga a tei 
old complaint. cree, and t a : ~~, | Pictures and get fair prices for them. Starting today (Tues.) with ‘Con- . y “ 
The various distributors are com- that additional cities will be used | ang the exhibitor customer finds the § : Cc pute. Dewey pointed out to Gun 


? ; > ; x 2 4 ade firm or Deny, 20th-Fox rolls seven | ther Lessing, Disney attorney, that 
plying with the term and are of- | for oy mie A if ana = plan the most satisfactory yet | features during August. the Leman oe i A . 
fering their pictures to be trade- wag teense econ iedinatal that evolved. Other six are ‘Green Entry,’ ‘Re- | strikers to be restored to their jobs. 
shown in Sees de gr bee d they ccommial supply prints to repa- These are the observations of Jack | member the Day,’ ‘Flight Surgeon,’ | The company had been paying all of 
re not asKin you to sit in ir ae A ‘ ol . 20th-Fo> ic asin a ‘ ~ Poles ee " : ] aadtes 
etl aevesh vee BL but are rather ar-| table exhibitors in almost any spot Cohan Fox office manager and|‘Young America, ‘Fraternity’ and | them, but only 25 or 30 of the nearly 


‘ Pty: ..| city salesman. They were made | ‘Lone Star Ranger.’ 400 strikers had actually been put 
ranging a screening under regular |if they want to look at films (this| 56, Cohan, oldest. of the com- back to work. c 4 


iti racti ; ctent ’ : ; 

theatre atmosphere and conditions, | has been a practice to some ex anys local ealeame ' 

and in most aenees they are not |in the past). This would enable the 20 Soot had scieniched a eaiacat site N A t e H Fain done was oi ay es me 
asking you to stay up until mid-| exhibitor to look oe any egg 8 into North Dakota and closed an ex- | Ball ntonio onors woh cat wikhamner hanes oe ge a 
night, and further they are screening | film at his own convenience. indal- ceptionally large number of deals. y George E. e, 


, mcaliengt ed - ; . ? yho acted with a Guild committee 
ne picture each day so as not to| cations presently are that much buy- : se ee eel ; ; H b! I = W a th a Gui ommitt 
eaaies you with the necessity of] ing, even under the Decree, will be When your group happens to in- C itze € nterstate 5) of employees. Roy Disney, Lessing 





spending too much time at any one | about as it wasan the past—based on clude at least three pictures which 35th Wi h ‘i ° M h’ and William Garrity did the talking 
screening the different company’s reputation have ere meSeReS, = ” the a It ovile ont |for the company. Dewey was as- 
What are you doing about it? I|for delivering boxoffice pictures and bs me Gest Fox fiv e, bas Cahn, ees sisted by Stanley White, a U. S. la- 
attended a screening last week and | the stars available for worthy films. = 7 yg age os oe ype San Ssitoata. Aug. 5. bor conciliation commissioner with 
e P ‘ ee ed ee ‘rom a aby. < Sil y w o ‘ “ej P : 
counted seven salesmen, one branch | But the exhibitor is the one who ails ek aeet wiles & ak a60 August was designated as ‘Movie headquarters in San Francisco. 





manager, and four exhibitors be-|must worry about maintaining a el . Month’ in this city in a proclama- 
sides myself. Maybe you do not| steady flow of product; hence, much wn ~ tion issued here Friday (1) by Mayor 
care to look at them and are will- | buying sight unseen appears in pros- BS cunteiers ny they haven't oc | C. K. Quin in honor of the Inter- SEALS NECESSARY FOR 
ing to take someone else’s word for | pect, excepting that it will be in the product, you simply shove trade states’ 35th Anniversary in Texas. 

them, but if I don’t miss my guess, } groups of three or five or single, as paper reviews and comments under The proclamation read: PENNSY TRADESHOWS 
this practice will soon be changed | the distributor may offer. chats notices and convince thesn. ‘Since 1906, when their president, 

around, and maybe the court will Attitude of the MPTOA is that the But, of Corer, the opposite holds Karl Hoblitzelle, opened the old 
decide that you were not so inter-| present tradeshow setup is a flop, true when you have poor pictures Queen Theatre on Alamo Plaza, the 





ested in seeing what you were buy- | and the small exhibitors will not and | 4nd it will be tougher. organization has always: striven to omer Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

ing. One thing is sure: needless ex- | cannot look at pictures to select the ‘The effect of this should be to} present to the people the finest en- . pe na R. Carroll, chairman of 
pense and hardships upon parties | ones they want. Statement from this | spur producers on to greater efforts. | tertainment available in the theatri- = ah Board of Motion Picture 
to the Decree will not be tolerated | organization also points out that |As a result, there undoubtedly will | cal world. ensors, last week sent warnings to 


long. If you desire to lose the ad-|many small theatre exhibs prefer to | be an improvement in film quality| “They have made it possible for the — gan against screening 
vantage of seeing before buying,|see the pictures they book at the /and better returns to the producers | citizens of this fair city of ours to #!ms * radeshowings without a 
~ stay away from these screen- | frst-run theatres anyway because |for meritorious product. These bet-| see and thrill to Hollywood's finest state seal of approval. Mrs. Carroll 








ngs in large numbers and you will | thus best able to gauge audience re-|ter returns will probably permit the | productions. said that the only time that films 

get your wish. action first-hand. producers to toss bad films into the} ‘Their motto throughout the | °#” be — without seals is at 
No Catch to It scrap heap. state is, ‘Dedicated to Community tee pie n ae with only 

I have felt all along as I studied Prefer Blockbooking? ‘Much less sales reistance is en- | Service,’ which is most commend- | ©*Cange employes present. 

the decree that by virtue of the fact Milwaukee, Aug. 5. countered than before and less time |able. Their policy has always been The warning followed on the heels 

that pictures must be finished and Blockbooking of a season’s product | is consumed in making a deal when | to” present clean, wholesome enter- of the ban on the showing of the 

tradeshown before they could be of- | is preferred by many Wisconsin ex-| you have a group like our first one. | tainment in a manner befitting our Soviet double bill, ‘Red Army’ and 

fered for sale, would definitely do|hibitors to the blocks-of-five plan | And there isn’t as much opportunity | beloved city. ‘Soviet Frontier,’ as well as the Nazi 

one thing; assure us of much better |set up by the Consent Decree, ac-/for the exhibitor to dicker with ‘Therefore, I urge the populace in | pic, ‘Sieg im Westem.’ 

product, and judging the ones that |cording to Jack Frackman, Repub- | prices. these strenuous times to go and se€| Newspapers and liberal groups 

have been offered to date, I would {lic manager, and to this preference ‘Nearly every exhibitor visited | & movie, relax and enjoy them-|this week blasted the action of the 


say that the dope was about right.|he attributes the fact that in spite |tolq me that he much preferred to | selves, for it is showtime in San An- censors in turning thumbs down on 
A lot of exhibitors think there is a | of generally adverse business on buy in small groups and know what | t©nio during the month of August.’ | the Red films in view of the present 
catch to this new plan, and that it| ditions he is currently doing a far | he's buying, instead of buying an en- earaumenta alignment of the Soviet govern- 











is only a means of establishing high- | greater business than at any pre-| tire season’s product blindly, with ‘ ment. Louis F. McCabe, attorney 
er rentals, it may be that such aj vious time in the more than 20 years only the company and salesmen’s Golden Shower for Pix for Artkino, distribs of the films, is 
thing will happen, but if you doj|he has been selling pictures in this promises to go on. There’s no | drawing up an appeal against the 
really get worthwhile pictures in- | territory. chance any more to feed the ex- W k Ba k L censors’ action to be filed shortly 
stead of a lot of quickies, then you ‘There’s a lot of squawking about | hinitors with lies and baloney and Orkers On C ots in Common Pleas court. 


won't mind the change. At least up | the light attendance at the trade- they know it and appreciate the new satan wiohungpiiasvessdtiiinnamsiicl 
to this point it is all in your favor | shows,’ said Frackman, ‘but exhibit- | cards-on-the-table deal. Hollywood, Aug. 5 
Mr. Exhibitor ors all over the state teli me they lollyv : a 4 


, ; . mnly few exhibitors encoun- ct. we, ; , C P hes Hi W 
I don’t say that each and every | simply can’t afford to be running], _ a ate oe aan ni a a : Santa Clause jingled into Holly-| LONN Func 1s ay 
~ Sa, tna © r va) , : " 1° 7 me who aon ixe this New , : | 
exhibitor can or should be in at- | into Milwaukee all the time to screen dal are ones who have reputat were Se eee eo eo 2) 0 } 
tendance to every screening, this aguoren be = ome Oe or Oe of not wanting to be fair with the |retroactive payday amounting to ap- | ll 0 iC 1c 
r y j y > 7 e the ip, $i0Qes ! eaten . i ow’ - nes ! . ; mee * 3 i 
would undoubtedly be financially |to make from their film companies. They're the ones | proximately $1,006,000 in pack wages | a 
and physically impossible. But I|they have to be away from ., | who don’t want to pay reasonable |, ; —- ad 
do say that a large attendance is| theatres. They'd rather buy as they | : to workers in the film industry. Ex- | Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
| 
| 
| 








rices for good pictures—chiselers , Ber , 
desirable and beneficial. and that we| have in the past and be through i or sage tie pane PB wc Se eat aume- tra payments ranged from lle to/ Billy Conn, who achieved film 
as exhibitors should encourage the| with it. They’re smart enough to | thing over on the distributors—the jabout $2,000. : | Stardom by staying 13 rounds with 
distributors to continue if it proves | know they'll get a weak picture now Paramount let loose with about | Joe Louis. checked out of Holly- 


, ;, 4|boys who are opposed to sharing |,,, d ' bigae | 
practical. and then, but they’re also smart beat Pi ie cok er ieee 19120000, RKO with approximately | cons an tite Lo st Bete: 
Has Its Advantages enough to know that just because . 


I h hey buy in blocks-of-five every pic ducers responsible for it.’ | $100,000 and other studios accord- | after winding up his work in the 
am skeptical of the fellow that | they buy in - 


ingly. Among the substantial old- | Republic picture, ‘The Pittsburgh 
sits back and claims that every- | ture isn’t going to be a wow either.’ mers rating retroactive checks | Kid.’ 


thing constructive is a trick. After ‘Confidential Reviewing’ Neagle-Wilcox in Canada were a grip, with $1,500, and a sound Final scenes in Wie fle. Girested 
all the decree says that you don’t Harry Perlewitz, business manager man who drew $1,100. There was no by Jack Townley, were ‘ade in 
have to buy, even after seeing, un- | of the Independent Theatres Protec- eke .. | Wild spending. Most of the recip- Bollywood Legion Stadium 
less you want to. How in the world |tive Association of Wisconsin and Anna Neagle and Herbert Wilcox | jents made payments on their homes ‘ : 
are we ever going to know whether | Upper Michigan, agrees with Frack- left New York Monday (4) for To- or automobiles. 
this thing will work unless we give |man to some extent on the causes | ronto prior to departure tomorrow ‘ 
it a trail? 1 couldn’t afford to at-|for the light attendance at trade- (Thursday) or Saturday | oH for : . Flynn Sheds Libel Suit 
tend every screening in the ex-|showings, but declares that the or- England from N. = aon Neag a. The Line Is Forming 
change center, and I could not take | ganization’s confidential reviewing peared at a Cana way war re a iiiiiiad <nacsth 
the time if I wanted to, but I be-| service obviates the need Le — —" organized by the Toronto ite” tetin ts ‘ee Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
i " é ttendin them, an . +. Saeed ‘ . , atcha 
ca Bare bare Bl aie te a wu hee Seen received | Difficulty with Portuguese visas|formed by T. R. Williams, former Poste pid PB yrange — paper 
resentative person can = them all. | with great enthusiasm. is making starting date of pair’s|producer, to provide finances for | libel suit against Harcourt, Brace & 
And we iin see the ones that we| This service has now been ex-| flight to England uncertain. They | picture production and to act as Ca ent Camsteatin dn in the, 
think will be to our advantage to|panded to cover six states, accora- | will make pictures in Britain and do Coast representative for eastern fi- Pal i> OF dtabiieh deen ’ 
—_ jing to the indie chief, although he polo gggs re : Me York "Weacnar ob the new organiza Actor charged he had beens libeled 
. h localities tates. ey return to New Yo , , ‘ 
alae b scecagyencary enue aa an ange ton pegging Pte in | tomorrow and clipper out for Lisbon tion is Sherwill Productions, a pro-/in a book, ‘In Place of Splendor, the 
new plan. The Exhibitor, meaning | the working out of the confidential | immediately if visas have arrived, | ducing company, also headed by Wil- re seep ay a Spanish Woman, 
you and me, protested for years that | reviewing plan. otherwise wait until Saturday. liams. | published by Harcourt. 
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Wednesday, August 6, 1941 





WHISTLING IN DARK 


Hollywood, July 30. 

Metro release of Geoige Haight produc- 
tion. Features Red Skelton, Conrad Veidt, 
Ann Rutherford, Virginia Grey. Directed 
by 3S. Sylvan Simon. Screenplay by Kob- 
ert MacGunigle, Harry Clork, Albert Mann- 
heimer; based on play by Laurence Gross 
and Edward Childs Carpenter, as presented 
on stage by Alexander McKaig; camera, 
Sidney Wagner; editor, Frank E. Hull. 
Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, July 29, 
"41. Running time, 76 MINS, 


ee WORMED. . soc cnedeeeevens Red. Skeltor 
Joseph Jones...e. beds ee'ee0s an Conrad Veidt 
Carol Lambert. .cccccoccees4 Ann Rutherford 
*“Bran’ Post. ..ccccscccvcscsesss Virginia Grey 
Byivester. ..cccacsececcceess ‘Rags’ Ragland 
yi erry ree Henry O'Neill 
"BUSS TO cc vcccenensessesas Eve Arden 
SORRINED. ow asics ccesecceccvcess Paul Stanton 
Gordon Thowias...ccccccceeces Don Douglas 
*Noose’ Green..... eevee Te rriTee Don Costello 
Mobert Graves..ccccccceces William Tannen 
DE MT cbc rnsseseesdcss Reed Hadley 
DEED « ispsseaerseeoshoes ace AInree 
IN kines «60-459 0 be eeeu Lieyd Corrigan 
Commissioner O'Neill...... George Carleton 
DNL RA wig 5.0 6464840600965 .- Will Lee 
i eds tena e 6 ees Ruth Robinson 


Most important factor in this re- 
vamped remake of ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ is the showcasing of the com- 


edic abilities of Red Skelton, who | 


displays possibilities of future star- 
rine comedy importance if provided 
witn proper maierial from here in. 
Lacking marquee heft, picture will 
groove as a breezy program comedy 
with meller trimmings, and will 
amply entertain the customers once 
they are inside. 

Skelton, lifted from the stage and 
vaude, has had several bits in pic- 
tures, but takes fullest advantage of 
opportunities offered in the lead. 
His timing and delivery of laugh 
lines and situations—despite the fa- 
miliar hoke injected—catches maxi- 
mum audience reaction. The liberal 
doses of broad comedy concocted by 
the scripting trio, and paced in lively 
fashion by direction of Sylvan Si- 
mon, are delivered in expert fashion 
by Skelton. 

Although new version of the Lau- 
rence Gross-Edward Childs Carpen- 
ter play gets major revisions, the 
basic idea is the same. Skelton is a 
radio favorite—writer of, and air 
solver of ingenious crimes for the 
enjoyment of listeners. He’s kid- 
napped by gang of racketeer cultists 
headed by Conrad Veidt; taken to a 
hideout mansion; and detailed to 
provide a perfect murder of a man 
who stands in the way of a be- 
quest of $1,000,000 to the cultists. 
His fiance, Ann Rutherford, and 
sponsor’s daughter, Virginia Grey, 
are also snatched. Skelton works 
out a poison potion and plan which 
is acceptable; and from that point 
on its a merry chase for the trio to 
forestall the murder, achieved 
through utilization of the receiving 
set of a radio hooked up to a tele- 
phone line, which, in turn, is hooked 
up for his regular broadcast. 


Although Skelton carries major 
burden of the picture, he gets ma- 
jor assistance from Veidt, Miss Ruth- 
erford, Miss Grey, and ‘Rags’ Rag- 
land. The two girls do some hefty 
knockabouts in rough-and-tumble 
battle with Ragland for the climax; 
and also combine with Skelton for 
thrill surprises in the prop chan er 
of the mansion when trying to find 
an exit. 

Writing trio of Robert MacGunigle, 
Harry Clork and Albert Mannheimer 
freshens both dialog and action, and 
Simon’s direction is smartly-paced 
throughout, with few dull passages. 

Walt. 


Bad Men of Missouri 


(WITH SONG) 
Hoilywood, Aug. 1. 


Warner Bros, release of Harlan Thompson 
production, Features Dennis Morgan, Jane 
Wyman, Wayne Morris, Arthur Kennedy. 
Directed by Ray Enright. Screenplay by 
Charles Grayson, from story by Robert E. 


Kent; camera, Arthur Todd; editor, Clar- 
ence Kolster; Asst. director, Art Lueker; 
dialog director, Robert Foulk. Reviewed at 
Warner Hollywood, July 31, ’41. Running 
time, 75 MINS, 
Co Gy rere Dennis Morgan 
BEmee PEGTRAWOP. occ céccccccctse Jane Wyman 
Se errr Wayne Morris 
ey ONE. oid 0 0es0deees Arthur Kennedy 
PE DEOTTIE no nccbicsecewes Victor Jory 
ey ms nd FS 40 ne Rese aad Alan Baxter 
Bets. TOME, acco vscccs se .Walter Catlett 
CPO BIW... seis icccck eds Howard da Silva 
MOOTUMS BUA oc. ic ccivcnccicn Faye Emerson 
SER,  BOUMNOP sks 00 od%6000.5 Russell Simpson 
DEtO, TERRA WAP «+ on csdcces Virginia Brissac 
i MGR chi cnewdenes Erville Alderson 
Dred. BOOMS 6 vscccceeeccs's Hugh Sothern 
EES esececeseess- 5am McDaniel 
BE SERIE 65.54 corres mats Dorothy Vaughan 
Sheriff Brennan. ..ccecsccese. William Gould 
i et i a Robert Winkler 
gus ee pe aia Ann Toda 
MR SUS awed dab nes bende teerek Roscoe Ates 


This is another cinematic glorifica- 
tion of the exploits of a daring band 
of desperadoes operating in Missouri 
during the post-Civil War years, 
closely following the trail of story 

reviously told in ‘Jesse James’ and 
When the Daltons Rode.’ It’s strictly 
a shoot-’em-up action meller with 
plenty of ee oo injected along 
the way, making for a programmer 
that will find tough riding. 

The Younger Brothers, three of 
the toughest outlaws of the period, 
are made lily-white at the start— 
it’s those damyankee carpetbaggers 
who turn them to crime when the 
neighbors’ lands are being grabbed 
for a os railroad right-of- 
way. irecting their initial banditry 
against Victor Jory, responsible for 
their father’s death, the boys branch 
out for the usual desperadoing over 

wide area, team up briefly with 
esse James and his gang, and then 
o on alone to final ambushing in 

innesota. Even while the three of 
them are in the prison hospital re- 





' 
' 


| Victor 


covering from wounds, the audience 
is informed that friends are work- 
ing for pardons. 

Picture makes little pretext of 
providing anything more than plenty 
of riding, holdups and chases. Script 
and story both fail to establish 
credulity, and use technique of a 
quarter century ago. And_ the 
Younger boys have charmed lives, 
riding through hails of bullets with- 
out being scratched. And _when 
Wayne Morris does get hit in the 
chest, he comes out of the doctor's 
office with his arm in a sling! 

Dennis Morgan, Wayne Morris and 
Arthur Kennedy portray the three 
bandits in regulation fashion, with 
former singing one song. Jane Wy- 
man is the girl friend of Kennedy; 
Jory and Howard de Silva 
the heavies, and Walter Catlett a 
jittery bookkeeper who supplies 
mild comedy antics. Alan Baxter, 


| Russell Simpson and Sam McDaniel 


| 


highlight the supporting cast with 
sparkling bits. Ray Enright’s direc- 
tion maintains a fast clip, and pho- 
tography is okay. Walt. 


Adventure in Washington 


Columbia release of Charles R. Rogers 
production. Stars Herbert Marshall and 
Virginia Bruce; features Gene Raymond, 
Samuel S. Hinds, Ralph Morgan; directed 


by Alfred E. Green; screenplay by Lewis 
R. Foster and Arthur Caesar; camera, 
Henry Sharp; film elitor, James Sweeney 
Reviewed at Loew's State, N. Y., week 
July 31, ’41. Running time, 82 MINS, 

Senator John Coleridge....Herbert Marshal! 
Jame Beat. xnscccsvere @ ....Virginia Bruce 


Marty DrisGell....scesscveces Gene Reynolds 
Senator Henry Owen......Samuel S. Hinds 
Senator Cummings.......+...- Ralph Morgan 
ED  cdnncnehebee caboedens Vaughan Glaser 
COUMINB. . 2c ccvccecsces eeecenes Charles Smith 
ADDEE. 22 ccccce eoccecsececeses Dickie Jones 
Frank Conroy......e-see+---Pierre Watkin 
Jim O' Brien. ...ccccscesccccese J. M. Kerrigan 
Peewee Havnes..cccccsscecers Tommy Bond 
Chubby Wells...... eoveccccces Billy Dawson 
ROUT TROGE. + cccc0cccesccccenes< Cherles Lind 
BEM TUGEBR sc ciscvcrcnvecenees Mary Currier 
Quaseeeee . 
‘Adventure in Washington’ is a 


programmer of fair calibre. Will 
do best in those spots where the 
clientele isn’t too discriminating 
about casting and credulity of story. 
Having the very British Herbert 
Marshall in the role of a U.S. sena- 
tor is akin to casting Alfred E. Smith 
as the King of England. 


The story is far-fetched and puts 
the Senate page boys in the light of 
Washington heroes. Scripters Lewis 
R. Foster and Arthur Caesar, in fact, 
strayed beyond the borders of fic- 
tional license in having a page, Gene 
Reynolds, selling senatorial secrets 
to a stock plunger, who in turn 
cleans up on advance information 
relating to a billion dollars in de- 
fense expenditures. 


Marshall, as the senator, and Vir- 
ginia Bruce, in the sillily devised 
role of a radio gossip, are working 
against script handicaps all the way. 
Nor can director Alfred E. Green 
be blamed much for the slow pacing, 
the script being all talk and little 
action. 


Evolving “from a feud between 
Marshall and Miss Bruce, and the 
injection of tough moppet Raymona 
as a page, is an unbelievable story 
about the U.S. Senate that isn’t go- 
ing to help Columbia Pictures’ rela- 
tions with that Governmental body, 
strained last year by the same stu- 
dio’s ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washing- 
ton.’ The latter film indicated some 
senators as dishonest; this one indi- 
cates that some of them handle their 
duties and secrets very loosely—also 
that the page boys are permitted to 
take over the senatorial chambers 
for their own mock sessions and 
pranks. 

Windup of the picture has the 
senators agreeing to the page boys 
holding trial on moppet Raymond 
after he confesses selling informa- 
tion. This in itself is ridiculous, 
made doubly so when the pages ex- 
onerate the kid for what is hignly 
untheical, and maybe treason. Ray- 
mond, however, does an excellent 
job of delivering an Americanism 
speech at the finish and this removes 
some of the curse. All the kids, in 
fact, do better acting as a whole 
than do the adult performers. 

Samuel S. Hinds and Ralph Mor- 
gan are in routine roles as solons. 
Vaughan Glaser is properly sympa- 
thetic as mentor of the pages, while 
Pierre Watkin does an okay, if 
| stereotyped, job as the villain who 
bribes the kid. Others are in for 
strictly minor roles, 

Camera work is average. Scho. 


TANKS A MILLION 


(STREAMLINED) 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 





duction. Features William Tracy, James 
| Gleason, Noah Beery, Jr., Joe Sawyer and 
Elyse Knox. Directed by Fred Guiol. 
| Original screenplay by Paul Gerard Smith, 
| Warren 


Wilson, Edward E,. Seabrook. 
| Camera, Robert Pittack; editor, Richard 
Currier. Reviewed at Alexander theatre. 
Glendale, Aug. 4, ‘41. Running time, 50 
MINS, 
rT re Tee eT eT Tere er William Tracy 
Barkley..... ecvcdecccccecess-cames Gleason 
CRARIO: ccccscaceces eecsecoseNogh Beery, Ir. 
Sergeant Ameés....- coeerccccccs od Joe Sawyer 
Jeanne. Knox 


ebnsp-ege Cevecebedcccss eo MOD 
Capt. Rossmead........e...Douglas Fowley 
Radio Announcer......--...-.-Knox Manning 


i eee eee cdeoccece Frank Faylen 
Monkman....... ecoectoce bwhees Dick Wessel 
+ Per rere. Frank Melton 





Lieut. Caldwell. 
Majer Green 
WEBI. ce oe ctics oseobscesee ceeetman Berry 


Hal Roach designed his new series 
of ‘Streamlined’ features specifically 
to catch bookings as dual support, 











limiting the running time to 50 min- 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Whistling In the Dark’ (M-G). 
Red Skelton spotlighted as fu- 
ture comedy star in breezy pro- 
grammer that will satisfy. 

‘Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB). 
Desperadoes ride again in a 
shooting, riding outdoor meller. 

‘Adventure in Jashington’ 
(Col). Herbert Marshall-Virginia 


Bruce, starrer strictly a pro- 
grammer. o 
‘Tanks A Million’ (Roach- 
U. A.) ‘Streamlined’ slapstick 


pic (50 mins.) a good dual filler. 

‘Highway West’ (WB). Mild, 
but well acted gangster dualer. 

‘Mystery Ship* (Col). Hokum 
actioner for dual support in the 
secondaries. 

‘Citadel of Crime’ (Rep). 
Gangster hokum partly saved by 
Robert Armstrong; fair support 
on twinners. 

‘The Terror’ (Indie). Mild 
British-made meller despite Wil- 
frid Lawson’s presence. 








utes, and using economical cast and 
production setup. ‘Tanks a Million’ 
is the first of a group. Parading 
laughs with slapstick situations and 
easily understood dialog, it grooves 
as a good dua] filler. 

Although there are no tanks in the 
picture, story picks up the induction 
of a draft recruit whose memory 
wizardry gets him in and out of 
trouble in the training camp. He 
skyrockets to a sergeant rating; en- 
counters trouble in putting his com- 
pany of recruits through training; 
but winds up delivering a radio ad- 
dress for the colonel to save latter 
from mike fright. Slapstick corn 
and hoke is served in liberal por- 
tions, and picture is reminiscent of 
tempo and technique of the Mack 
Sennett comedies of two decades 
ago. Audiences easy to amuse will 
get sufficient laughs to carry the 
picture through the dualers. 

William Tracy, as the young re- 
cruit, handles the main role in good 
style; with tough top sergeant Joe 
Sawyer providing plenty of support. 
James Gleason comes on for the final 
10 minutes, but gets over several 
laugh broadsides during the period. 
Script is typical setup of old two- 
reel slapsticks, with director Fred 
Guiol carrying through in same 
style and fast clip. Current public 
interest in draftee camp background 
in this instances allows Roach to pad 
out a two-reeler to 50 minutes, but 
next few streamliners will give bet- 
ter line on whether or not he can 
double the running time of gagged 
comedies to the length intended and 
hold them for extended footage. 


Walt. 
Warner Bros. production and_ release. 
Stars Brenda Marshall, Arthur Kennedy; 
features Olympe Bradna, William Lundi- 
gan, Slim Summerville. Directed by Wil- 
liam McGann: Screenplay, Allen Rivkin, 


Charles Kenyon, Kenneth Gamet, based on 
play by Leon Abrams, George Abbott; cam- 
era, Ted McCord; editor, Jack Killifer. At 


Albee, B'klyn, week of Aug. 1, ’41. Run- 
ning time, 62 MINS, 

Care, PUN s ccs scoawes Brenda Marshal] 
SOOTES TOMO. ciccccerécesd Arthur Kennedy 
Myra Abbott...... wT TTTTTTT Te Olympe Bradna 
Dave Warren...... eecces William Lundigan 
‘Gramps’ ......seeesecess- Slim Summerville 
WEOeRRIOR s 60600006 Seecccccoces Willie Best 
Ba > bak sn nw bebSS Kas Oe Frank Wilcox 
Mes 65-00 b8'60 bes 6d006 bOhbaase Oe John Ridgely 
Bella $0665 608060 On reedeorceese Dorothy Tree 
Salvo bP OCKEGCOD OSES OSC CESEES «-.-Noel Madison 
540 0500550600064 0 be baees Pat Flaherty 
Jake ska Weekstatottaecios Victor Zimmerman 
Gorman....eee COC CC CC® William B. Davidson 
PRN 6 cis Cebakuaccsacekiacaetinwss Dick Rich 
es cence en reentecceoce James Westerfield 


‘Highway West,’ a transparent tale 
of a hunt for a bankrobbing mur- 
derer, isn’t strong enough in any de- 
partment to stand on its own any- 
where. Brenda Marshall, Arthur 
Kennedy or Olympe Bradna haven’t 
marquee pull, but as a secondary 
companion in major duals, or the 
lead in lower-priced twosomes, it'll 
do its part. 

Director William McGann has 
turned out a smoothly moving, oc- 
casionally suspenseful set of reels 
with the material given him, largely 
because of the performances turned 
in by the various actors with whom 
the weak yarn is peopled. Arthur 
Kennedy is easily believable as the 
head of a band of gunmen, and 
Brenda Marshall acquits herself ad- 
mirably as his wife, deftly handling 
the moods her part calls for. How- 
ever, the top honors go to Olympe 
Bradna for her interpretation of a 
rebellious sister of Miss Marshall, 
continually dissatisfied with the 
boredom of operating a roadside 
Hotel and gas dispensary, and ach- 
ing to beat it for the bright lights. 

Story is full of holes, particularly 
in the deductions made by pursuing 





Trade Showings 


Next Warner Bros. trade- 
showings under the consent de- 
cree will be ‘Flight Patrol,’ 
‘Smiling Ghost’ and ‘Niavy Blues.’ 

All three films are to be shown 
Aug. 12, mostly in local firm ex- 
changes in 31 key cities. No 
other tradeshows in view. 














police. Kennedy kills a bank teller 
in a holdup at the outset and there- 
after is on the lam with Miss Mar- 
shall, who thinks he’s a travelling 
businessman. She catches on and 
leaves him, only to be forced to pro- 
vide protection for him three years 
later when he breaks jail. That’s 
the sum and substance of the whole 
business. Holdup, jailing, the prison 
break and the rest all centers around 
the roadside business operated by 
the two sisters. Kennedy, of course, 
is finally stopped—by a bullet from 
Slim Summerville’s ‘blunderbuss.’ 
Summerville, Willie Best and Wil- 
liam Lundigan, in that order, bring 
up the support, the former playing 
to the hilt the part of an old wind- 
bag always’ relating imaginary 
heroic exploits. Lundigan’s part as 
suitor to Miss Marshall, who never 
reveals she’s hooked to a killer, is 
not very prominent, but it’s handled 
well enough. 
Photography, mostly outdoor, is 
okay. Dialog, for the most part, 
avoided digging out old lines. Score 
helps the more tense situations. 
Wood. 


MYSTERY SHIP 


Hollywood, July 29. 
Columbia release of Jack Fier production. 
Features Paul Kelly, Lola Lane, Larry 
Parks. Directed by Lew Landers; screen- 
play by David Silverstein and Hoyston 
Branch; story by Alex Gottlieb; camera, L. 
W. O'Connell; film editor, James Sweeney. 






Previewed in Projection Room, July 28, 
’'41. Running time, 65 MINS, 

Allan Harper......sssccsceseeess Paul Kelly 
Patricia Marehall...cccccsesssess Lola Lane 
Tommy Baker.....cccccccsess:: Larry Parks 
Ernst Madok...... ecceseee- Lrevor Bardette 
CORBIG s60040920 PTYTTITT Tiere Cy Kendall 
Captain Randall... ccesecevicces Roger Imhof 
Was v0 00060 ccccscceeee adie Laughton 
SR ves cana eocececcccccceces: John Tyrrell 


Wasserman. ..cccccccccccess Byron Foulger 
Van Brock..cccocscceccccccsecee - Dick Curtis 
Rader. .ecee Coeccccccesecsscers Dwight Frye 
GOPMAAR. 000.008 6oesnnes Kenneth MacDonald 


Conveniently concocted for the ac- 
tion audiences, ‘Mystery Ship’ will 
sail an uneventful course as a dual 
filler in the secondary houses. Yarn 
tugs and strains with obvious intent 
to display as much excitement and 
rough-and-tumble fighting as possi- 
ble, without aiming for credulity. 

Just why a G-man is delegated to 
ride in the hold of a ship with a gang 
of the worst crooks, thugs and fifth 
columnists culled from state and fed- 
eral penitentiaries around the coun- 
try-——all being deported to a country 
or countries never  identified—is 
never explained. Apparently he was 
assigned as a convenient stooge for 
the scripters in order that he could 
engage in the proper heroics at the 
proper moment. Newcomer Larry 
Parks is the victim of the writers’ 
imagination, with Paul Kelly, his 
sidekick G-man, in charge of the 
ship’s voyage under sealed orders. 


Lola Lane is naturally Kelly’s girl 
friend, and reporter who stows away 
to secure the sensational story. 
Major portion of the yarn details the 
plotting of the criminals below to se- 
cure control of the ship—their event- 
ual victory—with Kelly regaining 
control through what looks like 
smart maneuvering, but to onlookers 
as pretty static writing. 

Direction of Lew Landers injects 
plenty of excitement and battling 
into the footage, despite the material 
at hand. Kelly and Miss Lane do as 
well as possible with their roles, 
while Parks, recruited from the the- 
atre, shows sparks of ability in a 
few spots. Support is mainly sup- 
plied by Cy Kendall, Trevor Bardette 
and Roger Imhof. Walt. 


CITADEL OF CRIME 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 


duction, Features Robert Armstrong, 
Albert Albertson, Linda Hayes, Russell 
Simpson, Directed by George Sherman. 


Original screenplay by Don Ryan; camera, 
Ernest Miller; editor, Les Orlebeck. 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., July 31, 
‘41. Running time, 58 MINS, 


Cal Pullertom..ceseccacdc Robert Armstrong 
eS eeererry Frank Albertson 
Ellie Jackson. ....ceeee onboeses Linda Hayes 
SOGB MOOMING. ccoscccccseces Russell Simpson 
2 ere eecccce -..-Skeets Gallagher 
Turk seeeceecse oodecesoes --+.William Haade 
i, re Ceeocccecoocecrcs Jay Novello 
PGE EEN A CAG 2: Paul Fix 
Martin Jackson..cccccccccss: Bob McKenzie 
ES aa ae: Wade Crosby 
i el eee William Benedict 


Neat little package of gangster 
hokum, smoked up as an original, is 
partially saved by the presence of 
Robert Armstrong and Russell Simp- 
son. ‘Citadel of Crime’ is studded 
with implausibilities from the orig- 
inal premise to the gunbattle climax. 
It’s a modest budgeter good enough 
to serve on the lower bracket of 
twin setups where they’re not too 
fussy. Fact that the film maintains 
a steady pace is a help. 

Original scripter, Don Ryan, would 
have his auditors believe that a syn- 
dicate racketeer persuades a former 
West Virginia mountaineer to swing 
the moonshiners of his native state 
into supplying corn liquor to his 
racketeers. To accomplish this, he 
springs said mountaineer, Cal Ful- 
lerton, from a framed murder charge. 
Cal goes back to his old home camp- 
ing grounds, after years of racketeer- 
ing in the big wicked city, and ac- 
tually does persuade Jess Meekins, 
leader of the moonshiners, to provide 
a steady flow of liquor to the city 
booze syndicate. ’Course, then the 
law steps in via honest Jim Rogers, 
agent for the federal liquor tax di- 
vision. And, of course, Jim defeats 
the city gangsters in an old-fashioned 





gun battle. Also he wins the inn- 
keeper’s daughter. 

With such a fable, director George 
Sherman manages to bring in some 
degree of plausibility. He’s capably 
assisted by Robert Armstrong, as the 
ex-mountaineer who’s been framed 
and who plots to get the corn liquor 
in order to save his own hide. Frank 
Albertson is the dashing, young rev- 
enuer, who cops the _ innkeeper’s 
pretty daughter, Linda Hayes. Both 
are likeable without being especially 
brilliant. Russell Simpson makes the 
Jess Meekins character ring with 
sincerity. Remafnder of cast is typi- 
cal, but good. 

Camera work of Ernest Miller is 
outstanding, particularly on the ac- 
tion shots which include a fight atop 
a speeding freight truck, two mad 
automobile chases and pictiresque 
mountain views. Wear, 


THE TERROR 


(BRITISH-MADE) 


Alliance Picture release of Walter C, 
Mycroft production. Features Wilfrid Lawe 
son, Bernard Lee, Arthur Wontner, Linden 
Travers. Directed by Richard Bird. Screene 
play by William Freshman adapted from 
Edgar Wallace's novel, ‘The Terror’; came 
era, Walter Harvey; editor, Lionel Tomline 
son. At New York, N. Y., dual, week July 


29, "41. Running time, 64 MINS. 

Mr. GoeeGMaR. .ccccvccceces Wilfrid Lawson 
PerGie VORO, occcccotesccececes Bernard Lee 
Colonel Redmayne.........Arthur Wontner 
Mary Redmayne........++.-linden Travers 
COR. « 6.05-5505600 eccoccceces eaenry Oscar 
Soapy Marks...... ecececess .Alastair Sim 
Mrs. Flvery..... ebb esecesscsa- cos sate Bear 
Veronica Elvery..cccccces.: Leslie Wareing 
FIA WKING. oc ecccose eeveess- Stanley Lathbury 
Inspector Hallick...........-John Turnbull 
P. Cy EB, cic ceceewess Richard Murdock 
Fnepector DabG....cccctsecee Edward Lexy 


British producers have made a 
mild cops-and-robbers meller out of 
what obviously was a well-turned 
Edgar Wallace thriller. Film will fit 
nicely into the lower section of a 
double-feature setup when the No. 1 
picture is strong. 

It manages to sustain audience in- 
terest despite wanderings of the di- 
rector and a shabby cutting job. 
Fact that Wilfrid Lawson, he of 


‘Pastor Hall,’ and Arthur Wontner, 
another topflight English actor, are 
featured helps overcome some of the 
plot stumbling blocks. 

A million-dollar robbery of a bank 
truck, attributed to a mysterious 
crook dubbed ‘The Terror,’ is the 
motivation for the relentless search 
of Scotland Yards for the master- 
mind despite the 10-year sentences 
served by his two accomplices. Bulk 
of action occurs after this pair re- 
turns from their jail terms vowing 
vengeance on the ringleader. In 
typical Wallace fashion, the machi- 
nations of the Terror are spotted in 
and about an old English castle, now 
used by a retired army doctor as a 
public inn. 

Chief difficulty in story is that the 
director has failed to leave enough 
clues on the identity of the mysteri- 
ous Mr: Goodman, a Scotland Yards 
operator who has pursued the ‘Ter- 
ror’ for 10 years, nor the reason for 
others who wander in and out of the 
sets. Case of a clever mystery yarn 
that is made too clever for average 
audience consumption. 

Lawson, playing the strange Mr. 
Goodman, is easily outstanding. 
Arthur Wontner, as the retired army 
doctor, does a neat job, though he’s 
too mysterious for his own good. 
Alastair Sim makes much of a sub- 
ordinate role as one of the vengeful 
thugs. Bernard Lee is overshadowed 
in a mouthy role. John Turnbull 
again is cast as a Scotland Yards in- 
spector to good effect. Linder Trav- 
ers, principal femme, is far too dra- 
matic—to the point of absurdity. 

Wear. 


Veinte Anos y Una Noche 


(‘20 Years and One Night’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 1. 

EFA production and release Stars Delia 
Garces and features Pedro Lopez Lagar, 
Camila Quiroga, Milagros de la Vega, 
Carlos Perelli, Mecha Lepoz, Eloy Alvarez, 
Cesar Fiaschi, Adolfo Meyer, Augustin 
Barros, Juan Carrara, Hilde Pirovano, 
Josefina Dessein, Jose Vittori, Juan Farias. 
Story by Alejandro Casona Directed by 
Alberto de Zavalia. Reviewed at the Monu- 
mental theatre, Buenos Aires. Running 
time, 98 MINS. 

(In Spanish) 

Chief criticism made against ‘Veinte 
Anos y una Noche’ is that author 
Alejandro Casona was inspired by 
‘Rebecca’ and holds too closely to the 
Daphne Du Maurier work to be truly 
original. Complaint, while justified 
to a certain extent, by no means 
cripples the picture and the result is 
one of the best of the Argentine- 
mades to appear this season, having 
plenty of suspense, well-played per- 
formances and technical status above 
the average. 

Delia Garces, a dark Latin type 
somewhat reminiscent of Hedy La- 
marr, dominates the picture from 
start to finish and hands in the best 
performance of her screen career. 
She looks like a good Hollywood 
possibility, if something besides a 
merely ornamental South American 
type is wanted. 

Story starts when she leaves & 
convent where she lived for 20 years 
and goes to the home of her aunt to 
live. Opening scenes, when she ar- 
rives in a pouring rainstorm and 

(Continued on page 20) 














~ 














Wednesday, August 6, 1941 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





Kiss Boys’-Jerry Colonna Topper 


In Sluggish Chi; 


Caroline’ Mild 


$12,000, ‘Store’ li¢, Holdovers Oke 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Heat continues unabated and is 
washing out much of the public’s 
energy for theatres. They’re buyin 
most of their tickets for train an 
bus seats in the hope of getting some 
place where it’s cooler. 

Lineup of pictures in the loop in- 
dicates satisfactory strength, and 
with a half-way break from the 
thermometer, there is no reason why 
the wickets should not be generally 
satisfactory. ; 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ is the 
Chicago leader, and with Jerry 
Colonna and Dinah Shore on the 
stage for considerable b.o. aid, the 
take this week will be an easy profit 
mark. ; 

Two ex-Chicago theatre pictures 
continue to roll in the loop. ‘Caught 
in Draft,” which did three smash 
sessions in the Chicago, is now in its 
third week in the holdover Apollo 
and ‘Bride C.O.D.,’ following a good 
session in here last week, continues 
run at the Garrick. Palace pulls 
‘Life With Caroline’ and ‘Hello 
Sucker’ after one week, and today 
(Tuesday) the house starts with 
‘Hold That Ghost’ plus ‘Dr. Chris- 
tian.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Caught Draft’ (Par) (3d_ wk). 
This makes it the sixth week in the 
loop for this out-and-out money pic- 
ture, and will garner great $6,000 for 
present session, after snagging a 
snazzy $6,900 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and stage show. 
Jerry Colonna and Dinah Shore 
headlining on stage. Combination is 
good currently and will whirl to 
snappy $38,000. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0.D.’ (WB) came up with happy 
$36,600, and moved to the Garrick 
for more loop time. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Bride C.O.D.’ (WB). Here for 
more looping and will take fine $5,- 
500. Last week, ‘Miami’ (20th) for 
second loop week managed good 
$4,800. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Blood Sand’ 
(20th ). Subsequent-run combina- 
tion is powerful and lifting the bags 
to strong $8,500. Last week, ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) (reissue) and ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) were just fair at $6,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Again’ (RKO). Opened today (Tues- 
day) and on the Abbott-Costello fad 
should be a cinch for big money. 
Last week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO) and 
‘Sucker’ (U) managed an okay ses- 
sion at $12,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Big Store’ (M-G). Marx Bros. 
picture figured for good weekend 
trade, should total good enough $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ (UA) 
failed to get started at all and wound 
up with meek $7,300. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
*Bad Man’ (M-G) and vaude. Flicker 
had previously played loop but Wal- 
lace Beery name okay and looks for 
neat $17,500. Last week, ‘Singapore 
Woman’ (WB) was fine at $17,900. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). First week was good at 
$12,700 and will stick another week 
for $8,500, good. But on the cur- 
rently sliding pace doesn’t figure for 
much more than a fortnight. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 33-44-55) 
—Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) (4th 
wk). Frank Buck freakie continues 
to creak along and currently holds 
to a after taking okay $7,400 last 
week. 





Mpls. Takings Survive 


Dog Days; ‘Shepherd’ 76, 
‘Tom, Dick’ Okay $8,500 





Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

The boxoffice picture here still 
being painted in brighter tints de- 
Spite heat and vacations. Takings 
are clinging to the higher levels 
which they attained a month or so 
ago. 

Holdovers continue to be much in 
evidence. There’s a pair of them cur- 
rently—‘In the Navy’ and ‘The Bride 
Came C.0.D. The Abbott-Costello 
comedy is in its third loop week, 
having been shifted from the Or- 
pheum to the World. After a profit- 
able week at the State, ‘The Bride’ 
has moved to the Century. ‘Shep- 
herd of the Hills’ and ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry’ are the only important 
newcomers and both are doing 
nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Hit the Road’ (U) and ‘Washington 
Melodrama’ (M-G), first-runs, split 
with ‘Cyclone on Horseback’ (RKO) 
and ‘Scattergood Pulls’ (RKO), also 
first-runs. Looks like okay $1.800. 


Last week, ‘Prisoner Devil's Island’ 
(Col) and ‘Point Widow’ (Par), first- 
—. Satisfactory $1,200 for five 
ays. 


Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d wk.). Trans- 
ferred here from State and in a po- 
sition to grab off still more feminine 
trade because of closer proximity to 
shopping center. Fair $3,500 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.), good $4,000, after 
strong $8,000 first week. 


Esquire (Berger) (290; 20)—De- 
sign for Murder’ (Indie) and ‘Shark 
Woman’ (Indie). First-runs aiming 
for sensation seekers’ trade. Fair 
$800 in prospect. Last week, ‘Viva- 
cious Lady’ (reissue), bad $400. 


Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Time for 
Rhythm’ (Col). Spanked by critics, 
but strong lineup of cast names 
bringing in some customers. Pretty 
good $3,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Out 
of Fog’ (WB), $3,500. Good. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO). 
Femmes going for this one and mati- 
nee trade better than usual. Opened 
Thursday and in eight days should 
garner a good $8,500. Last week, ‘In 
the Navy’ (U) (2d wk.), okay $5,200, 
after swell $10,000 first canto. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par). Plenty of 
praise for this one and the fair sex 
is going for it, too. Prestige of 
novel helping to offset lack of cast 
names. Stretching toward first-rate 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D.’ 
(WB), $8,000, good. 

Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-38)— 
‘Penny Serenade’ (Col). First nabe 
showing and hitting good $3,500 
pace. Last week, ‘Meet John Doe 
(Col), good $4,600 in 10 days. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44) 
—In Navy’ (U) (3d wk.). Moved 
here from Orpheum. Fair $1,500 in- 
dicated after big previous fortnight. 
Last week, ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) (3d 
wk), disappointing $2,000. 


BILL'-WHITEMAN 
$22,500 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Biz pushing forward again, with 
every likelihood of topping even 
last week all along the line which 
wasn’t bad. Town’s ace houses, 
Stanley and Penn, are both pushing 
into upper brackets, with Paul 
Whiteman and ‘Barnacle Bill’ turn- 
ing the trick at former spot and 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ doing it at Penn. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ on h.o. at 
Warner got a swell week-end, suf- 
ficient to insure it an okay week, 
and ‘Caught in the Draft,’ at Ritz for 











|fourth downtown week, a summer 
irun record locally, is still making 
| dough for Par. Only Senator, with 
ltwin bill of ‘Dance Hall’ and ‘Hit the 
| Road,’ is off. : : 

Penn didn’t let big national ad 
campaign take care of ‘Blossoms.’ 
Management screened film several 
times for different women’s groups, 
lereating a lot of favorable word of 
mouth in advance, took a ‘Shopping 
| News’ exploitation campaign in ad- 
dition and pushed the femme angle 
for all it was worth. 

Estimates for This Week 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G). Tear- 
jerker called an expert job by press 
and public alike and doing nicest biz 
here in several weeks. Pace indi- 
cates bang-up $15,000, perhaps more. 
That figure practically assures Greer 
Garson starrer of second week at 
Warner and third at Ritz. Last 
week, “Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) got 
some momentum down the stretch 
and pulled up at $12,500, fair but 
still disappointing. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Caught 
Draft’ (Par) (4th wk). First picture 
here this summer to grab off such an 
extensive run, Bob Hope comedy 
coming here after fortnight at 
Warner and previous week at Penn. 
Still has considerable stuff left, as 
hefty $2,700 for this small-seater em- 
phasizes. Last week, ‘Shepherd of 
Hills’ (Par), on moveover from 
Penn, pretty bad at $1,800. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Hit Road’ 
(U). Couple of minor pix and doing 
minor biz, too. House has been 
merely marking time for last month, 
playing reissues and sluffs, waiting 
for its next thing of b.o. promise, 
which will be Abbott and Costello 
in ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U)}, opening 
tomorrow (6). Doubtful if current 
twinner will even get $2,600. Last 
week, ‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) 
| (reissue) and ‘Her First Beau’ (Col). 
|}excellent at $3,900. 
| Stanley (WB) (3,800; 25-40-60) — 
i*‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and Paul 











First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of Aug. 7 

Aster—‘Sergeant York’ 
(6th wk). 

Broadway—‘antasia’ (Disney) 
(39th wk). 

Capitol—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U), 

(Reviewed in Variety July 30) 

Criterion—‘Stars Look Down’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 30) 

Paramount—‘Shepherd of the 
Hills’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Ellery Queen and the 
Perfect Crime’ (Col). 

Strand—‘Bride Came C. O. D.’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 

Week of Aug. 14 

Astor-—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (12). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(40th wk). 

Capitol—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) 
(2d wk). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB) (Continuation of Astor 
run). 

Music Hall—‘Here Comes Mr. 
Jordan’ (Col) (2d wk). 

Paramount —‘Kiss_ the 
Goodbye’ (Par) (13). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 25) 

Roxy—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(3d wk). 

Strand—‘Bad Men of Missouri’ 
(WB) (15). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 


OMAHA UPBEAT: ‘BRIDE’ 
126, ‘SHEPHERD’ $11,500 


Omaha, Aug. 5. 

One of hottest weeks of year didn’t 
hurt the boxoffice, which shows all 
downtown houses playing to extra 
good business. Top item will be 
‘Shepherd of the Hills’ and ‘Power 
Dive’ at the Omaha. ‘Bride Came 
C.0.D.’ and ‘Passage from Hong 
Kong’ at the Orpheum is slightly 
better. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) and ‘Power 
Dive’ (Par), grand $11,500. Last 
week ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
away’ (M-G) wound up with a nifty 
$9,800, not big, not poor. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ’Pass- 
age Hong Kong’ (WB), fine $12,000. 
Last week ‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA) 
and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB), good 
$10,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) 
and ‘Knockout’ (WB) (2d wk), strong 
$4,000. Last week, same program, 
smash $6,500, very big for this house. 

State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25)— 


(WB) 


Boys 








‘Wings’ (Par), ‘Blood Sand’ (20th) 
split with ‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), ‘Un- 
der Age’ (Col) and ‘Devil Dogs Air’ 
(WB), fair $950. Last week ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO), 
split with ‘Trial Dugan’ (M-G), ‘Rage 


Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ 
(WB), fair $875. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Cyclone Horseback’ (RKO), ‘Mur- 
der Friends’ (20th), ‘Great American 
B’cast’ (20th), triple split with ‘Be- 
yond Sacramento’ (Col), ‘Father and 





Son’ (WB) and ‘Shot Dark’ (WB), 
‘Knew Answers’ (Col), ‘Sunny’ 
(RKO), okay $1,100. Last week 
‘Painted Springs’ (Col), ‘Scotland 
Yard’ (20th) and ‘Pot Gold’ (UA), 
triple split with ‘Dead Men Tell’ 
(20th), ‘Beau Geste’ (Par) and ‘Llano 
Kid’ (Par), ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ 
(Col) and ‘Great Lic’ (WB), fair | 
$1,000. 
Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- | 
berg) (960-600-300; 25) ‘Wings’ | 


(Par), ‘Blood Sand’ (20th), split with 


‘Sis Hopkins’ (Rep), ‘Under Age’ 
(Col) and ‘Devil Dog. Air’ (WB), 
average $1,000. Last week ‘Love 
Crazy’ (M-G), ‘Sunny’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Trial Dugan’ (M-G), ‘Rage | 


Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ 
(WB), neat $1,100. 








Whiteman band on stage. First time | 
for Pops here in several years and | 
he still has a name to reckon with. | 
Headed for $22,500, although some| 
of that can be credited to Wallace} 
Beery, whose pictures seem to be} 
consistently b.o. here. Last week, | 
Rochester unit and ‘Underground’ | 
(WB) okay at $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-35-50) —)} 
‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) (2d wk).| 
Moved here from Penn and by com- 
parison doing just as well here as it 
did at its original spot. Even a bit) 
better, as a matter of fact. Around) 
$5,800 looked for, which should be| 
enough to send it to Ritz Friday (8) | 
for another stanza. Last week, sec-| 
ond of ‘Caught in Draft’ here and 
third downtown, fine at $5,300. On)| 
four-week stretch (Hope comedy | 
now is at Penn), it should BTOss | 
$33,000, great. 


| $14,000 on first week. 


| Erskine 
| Spots, 


Jack Benny's ‘Aunt’ a B'way Honey, 
$60,000; Erskine Hawkins-Inkspots 
Jive Shepherd’ to Snazzy $46,500 





Again it’s only the extremely pop- 
ular product that is getting the 
money currently on Broadway. Mati- 
nees at several houses have suffered 
ever since femme patrons began 
wholesale expeditions to purchase 
hosiery after ban on silk was an- 
nounced last Friday night. Proposed 
blackout of Broadway by electricians 
(IBEW No. 3), striking against the 
Edison Co., hurt business last night 
even though it was mainly a threat. 
Police and stagehands helped guard 
the theatres. 

Outstanding item on the main stem 
is Jack Benny’s ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at 
the Roxy, where $60,000 seems likely 
on the first week. Radio comedian is 
responsible for bulk of draw, sensa- 
tional in view of the new low, under 
present management, made in pre- 
ceding week. Other coin-getting 
newcomer is ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ 
at the Paramount, where a trim stage 
bill is helping to overcome adverse 
newspaper reviews. Sturdy $46,500, 
neat profit for time of year, and stays 
for second session. 

Holdovers are making the other 
best showings, with ‘Bride Came 
C.O.D.’ plus Phil Harris band, at 
Strand, getting nice $30,000 on the 
second week, and ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ at Music Hall, garnering 
$73,000, strong for third stanza, after 
$194,000 on first two weeks. 

‘Sgt. York,’ which did splendid 
$19,000 in its fifth week at the Astor, 
moves out Sunday, and continues 
run at the Hollywood, up the street. 
‘Fantasia,’ at the Broadway, hung up 
a great $9,900 on its 38th week, and 
now seems destined to better the best 
long-run of any talking picture. 

‘Reluctant Dragon’ at Palace is 
doing a satisfactory $10,500 on its 
second week, with the house revert- 
ing to its old dual policy tomorrow 
(Thursday). Others on street are 
mostly blah. 


Estimates: for This Week 

Astor (WB) (1,012; 75-85-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20)—‘York’ (WB) (6th wk). 
War hero picture showing stamina, 
only slipping slightly in fifth week; 
ended week Monday (4) night to 
$19,000. Not far off pace of $20,000 
in previous week. ‘Dr, Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde’ (M-G) opens here Tues- 
day (12), ‘York’ moving out Sunday 
(10) to continue at Hollywood thea- 
tre. 

Broadway (Disney) 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) ‘Fantasia’ 
ney) (39th wk). Bettered previous 
week’s figure in 38th week, getting 
$9,900. Matinee unusually big dur- 
ing past week. Disney epic soon 
should exceed longest run of any 
talking picture, with present busi- 
ness seeming to assure run into Sep- 
tember. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25 )—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). 
Slim takings at around $10,000, even 
below ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) in 
previous week. Latter got nearly 
$12,000. ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) opens 
tomorrow (Thursday), first time this 
distrib has been in this house in 
some time. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662; 35-44- 
55-75)—‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Cronin story about miners 
heading for $8,000 on second session 
ended last (Tuesday) night, and 
stays a third week. Trim profit at 
$14,000 in first stanza. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Gangs, Inc.’ (PRC). May reach 
$5,000, okay. ‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB), 
in ahead, profitable $5,000. ‘Officer 
and Lady’ (Col) due in Saturday (9). 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 


(1,895; 5! 


65-75) — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Pulling for sturdy $10,F90 
on second session, after healthy 


House reverts 
Thursday (7) to double-feature 
policy. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Shepherd of Hillis’ (Par) and 

Hawkins band, Four Ink 
Stump & Stumpy on stage 
(2d wk). Second stanza opens to- 
day (Wednesday). Robust $46,500 in 
prospect, despite panning from 
critics. ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) in next 
week, with Ink Spots holding. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Tom, 
Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and stage show 
(3c wk). Continues to show remark- 
able strength on third week;.- will 
grab profitable $73,000. Same combo 
$90,000 on second week. ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ (Col) opens to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Rialto (Mayer) (750; 28-44-55)— 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Snappy 
$5,500 or better. In ahead, ‘I Was a 
Prisoner’ (Col), not so good $4,500. 
‘Ellery Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col) 
comes in next Saturday (9) 

Roxy (20th) (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85) 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and stage 
show. Jack Benny’s new comedy 
soaring to smash $60,000 or there- 
abouts, and holds for at least one 
more week. ‘Parson of Panamint’ 
(Par), on previous session, sapzed to 
new low at this theatre under cur- 
rent management, $14,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
99-$1.19) —‘Adventure Washineton’ 








(Col) (ist run) plus Cass Daley, 
Larry Adler, Barry Wood, Joe Rines 
orch. Picture little help and stage 
show responsible for most of fair 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Uncertain Feel- 
ing’ (UA) (2d run) plus Harry Rich- 
man, Jack Cole dancers, others, poor 


Strand (WB) (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and Phil 
Harris band on stage (2d wk). Har- 
ris’ outfit, plus pull of Davis-Cagney, 
keeping this right up in the money, 
with slick $30,000 or thereabouts 
likely. First week, splendid $46,000, 
Holds for third session. 


KISS BOYS’ OKE 
$10,500 IN CLEVE. 


; Cleveland, Aug. 5. 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ isn’t breezy 
enough to land any big dough dur- 
ing this muggy weather but its 
blowing up a steady trade that puts 
the State out in front. ‘Tom, Dick, 
Harry,’ at Hipp, is showing the most 
power comparatively speaking, al- 
though holdover, ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 
hitting Tight down Kiddies’ ow 
and deriving a good piece of change 
from youngsters. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). Rather 
quiet moveover, but okay $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) on 
similar shift had no trouble nabbing 
good $4,500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO). 
Sweet going even on h.o., $9,000 be- 
ing assured after rolling up swell 
$13,000 on first round. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Top- 
notch afternoon trade as result of 








kiddies, although light at night. 
May push up to sturdy $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) 


fooled ’em by roping a nice $8,000, 
proving they want fast action stuff 
here. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par). Good 
escape fare for war-weary natives, 
and walking along steadily to satis- 
factory $10,500. Last week, ‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G), suffered usual 
fate of heavy drama in dog-days, 
barely hit mild $9,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Using 
all publicity build-up shrewdly, this 
moveover is being rewarded with 
$4,500, affable considering what it 
did at State. ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par), 
last stanza, also shifted in for an- 
other round, fair $4,000. 


Jack Benny Speedy 8G 
In Balto; ‘Underground’ 
Leads Town at $14,000 


Baltimore, Aug. 5. 


Big doings of the week here is the 
surprising action being chalked up 
by ‘Underground’ at the deluxe Stan- 
ley. Off to a healthy weekend, film 
has held up well with a h.o. already 
underlined. Also strong is ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ at the limited seater New, 
where an exiended run to good re- 
turns is in the bag. Rest of town 
fairly good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 
28-44)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding nicely with strong 
femme response helping to build 
good $8,000, after all right opening 
round to $11,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Reluctant Dra- 
gon’ (RKO) plus annual local talent 
‘Star Dust Revue’ staged by Ted 
Routson in tie-up with the News- 
Post. Pleasing combo reaching out 
for okay $13,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO), and vaude 
headed by Dinah Shore, added mild 


15- 


$10,700 to strong initial sesh at 
$16,600. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 


28-39-44)—-‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) (24 
wk). Stretching out to meet open- 
ing of ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) set for 
Thursday (7). Might make $4,000 
after fairish first week of $8,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Hitting 
it off at merry pace and aiming for 
rosy $8,000 a solid figure in this 
small-seater. Last week, third of 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th), built and made 
okay $13,200 for three-week run. 

Starley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—Underground’ (WB).. Cracking 
dowr in socko fashion for bullish 
$14,000 and a sure second round. Last 
week ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par), disappointed 


hit af 2 90 












































ab ine = panama sien 





10 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 1941 





Baseball Competish Plus Weather 


Sloughs Philly; 


‘Manpower’ $15,000 





_—— 





Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

The combination of clear skies and 
torrid temperatures is proving tough 
competition for the cinemas this 
week as another huge movement of 
potential customers continues out of 
the city to vacation resorts. De- 
spite the gasoline curfew, roads out 
of town were jammed over the 
weekend, with some experts calling 
it the greatest exodus on record. _ 

Four new films preemed here this 
week and only one, ‘Manpower,’ is 
seemingly able to overcome the 
hurdles. Other newcomers are ‘Kiss 
Boys Goodbye,’ ‘Lady from Chey- 
enne’ and ‘Dance Hall.’ Latter is 
_— with a stage attraction at the 

arle. 

Show biz here has dusted off an 
alibi that hasn't been used in nearly 
a decade—‘competish from big 
league baseball.’ For the first time 
since the early ’30’s, Connie Mack’s 
Athletics are showing signs of life 
and are attracting record-breaking 
throngs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablowsky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Moon Miami’ (20th) (2d run). 
Nothing to crow about with $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) 
snared a poor $2,000 for second week 
of deuce run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par). Disap- 
Ee $12,000. Last week, ‘Tom, 

ick’ (RKO) only slightly better 
with $12,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Dance Hall’ (20th) with Vaughn 
Monroe band onstage. All signs 

oint to a fair $16,000 for this combo. 

ast week ‘Sunny’ (RKO) and Paul 
Whiteman’s aggregation drew a good 


(2,423; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Underground’ (WB) (2d wk). Div- 
ing badly during holdover and will 
be lucky to clear $10,000. Bow-in 
netted an okay $15,000. ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ preems Friday (8). 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


—Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d run). 
Okay $5,000. Last week, ‘SlLepherd 
Hills’ (Par) staggered to a punk 


$3,000 for second run try. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Almost anemic after fifth week 
at $2,800, probably held too long. 
ean" of second run showing fair 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
~—‘Manpower’ (WB). Bucking han- 
gicape to reach house par of $15,000. 

ast week, ‘Bride C.O.D” (WB) 
slumped to $10,000 for second canto 
after okay bow-in. 

: Stant (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57) — 
dy heyenne’ (U). Just under 
e wire with $4,000. Last week, 
ockeyed Salloys (UA) flopped to 

uny $2,800. ‘Bad Men Missouri’ 

WB) opens here Friday (8). 


Cincy Above Par Despite 
Heat; ‘Aunt’ Big $12,500, 
‘Kies Boys’ Elegant 106 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 

Three of the four current releases 
are tugging above par, despite pro- 
longed heat wave, Cincy’s severest 
this season. ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at 
Albee, is the top grosser, a couple 
of notches ahead of ‘Kiss Boys Good- 
bye’ in the Palace. ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ is registering a swell week 
for the Grand. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Nifty $12,- 
500. Last week, ‘Blossoms Dust’ 
(M-G), good $11,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Caught Draft’ 
(Par), third week of moveover run, 
dandy $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
*Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th) and ‘TI 
Was a Prisoner’ (Col), split with 
‘Sunset Wyoming’ (Rep) and ‘Bow- 
ery Blitzkreig’ (Mono). Heat fading 
take in this unchilled house to- $1,- 
700, mild. Same last week, with 
‘Cyclone Horseback’ (RKO) and 
‘Met Argentina’ (RKO), divided with 
‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) and ‘Double 
Cross’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). Swell 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ 
(RKO) (2d run), nice $4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-55 )— 
"Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Taking the 
count for a dull $3.000. Last week, 

‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO), nine days, 
very good $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par), second change- 
over for fifth week on front line. 








Okay $3.000. Last week, ‘Bride 
C.0.D (WB) (3d run), all right 
$3.000. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Kiss Boys Goodbve’ (Par). Slick 
$10,500. Last week. ‘Barnacle Bill’ 


_(M-G), sluggish $7,500. 


+ 
nA 


‘Bombay’ Leads Newark 
At $16,000; Bride’ 1436 


Newark, Aug. 5. 
Town’s best attendance-getter has 
been ‘They Met in Bombay,’ at 
Loew’s State. In second place is 
‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ at Branford. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44- 
55)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col). Good $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), fair $13,500. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,400; 28-44-55) 
—Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Girl 
News’ (20th). This dual plus five 
acts of vaudeville on Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday evenings will 
probably bring in moderate $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th), 
‘Young Lady’ (20th) (2d wk.) and 
five vaudeville acts on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, very nice $12,000. 
State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Rich- 
est Man Town’ (Col). Good $16,000. 
Last week, ‘People vs. Dr. Kildare 
(M-G) and ‘Uncertain Feeling’ (UA), 
fair $13,506. 


‘DRAFT’ 4TH IN B’KLYN 


Bob Hope $13,000, Equals ‘Old Maid’ 
Run—Bombay’ 16G 














, Brooklyn, Aug. 5. 
For second time in history of 
Fabian Paramount a picture is being 
held over four weeks.. It is the 
cyclonic ‘Caught in the Draft’ which 
is doing rousing biz. Only other oc- 
casion was in 1939 when ‘Old Maid’ 
was on screen. 

Loew’s Metropolitan doing well 
with ‘They Met in Bombay’ and ‘I'll 
Wait for You.’ 

Estimaies for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) (2d wk.) 
‘Highway West’ (WB). Quiet $12,000. 
Last week, Grabie-Ameche film and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th) drew placid 
$11,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50)— 
‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col) and ‘Ad- 
venture Washington’ (Col). Perky 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Manpower’ 
(WB) and ‘Angels Wings’ (Rep) (2d 
wk.), quiet $12,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Wait for 
You’ (M-G). Strong $16,000. Last 
week, ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Un- 
certain Feeling’ (UA) (2d wk.), good 
$14,000. 

Paramount’ (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Poi- 
son Pen’ (Rep) (4th wk.). Nifty 
$13,000 for this pair. Last week, 
same combo, good $13,000. 











L’VILLE BIZ BETTER 


Cooler Weather Helps—Kiss Boys’ 
Sturdy $8,500—Manpower’ 7G 


Louisville, Aug. 5. 

Biz is good along the main drag 
currently, and b.o. figures are 
holding to an even keel. Weather 
has moderated from the terrific 
temperatures prevalent last week, 
with patrons seeking’ entertain- 
ment to get their minds off the 
heat. Payday at Fort Knox on 
Thursday (31) brought bumper 
soldier trade to downtown houses. 

Topper of the current week likely 
will be ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye at the 
Rialto, with good word-of-mouth 
helping. ‘Manpower’ at the Mary 
Anderson is shaping up as h.o. pros- 
pect while ‘Reluctant Dragon’ is 
profifing from juve trade at mati- 
nees and a hefty soldier play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400: 15-30-40)—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO), 
with March of Time. Heading for 
medium $2,000 on moveover from 
Rialto. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th), 
held up well to fine $2,300. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Reaching for Sun’ (Par), four days, 
and ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) 
and ‘Power Dive’ (Par) (three days), 
medium $1,200. Last week, ‘Wagons 
Roll’ (WB) and ‘Great American 
Broadcast’ (20th), in spite of torrid 
weather, took okay $1,300. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3.300; 15-30- 
40)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and 
‘Free and Easy’ (Col). Rather heavy 
screen fare and indications are for 
fairish $6.500. Last week, ‘Barnacle 
Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. Kildare’. (M-G), 
tock mild $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Manpower’ (WB).  Dis- 
playing power at the wicket. 
Grabbed splendid notices from 
critics. Traveling at healthy pace 
with swell $7.000, and likely h.o. 
Last week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB), 
on second week, light $2,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- 
20-40)—‘Kiss Bovs Goodbye’ (Par) 
and ‘Paper Bullets’ (Par). Looks 
like a natural b.o. draw for folks 
in these parts. Result should be by 
far the best figure in town prob- 
ably excellent $8.500. Last week, 
‘Tom. Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Saint’s 
Vacation’ (RKO), plus March of 
Time, town’s best, $7,500, and move- 
over. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 
15-30-40 )—‘Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO) 
and ‘Hurry Charlie’ (RKO). Disney 
pic pulling plenty of kid trade in 
afternoons, and soldier trade first 
three days was a b.o. Boost. Buddy 
Pepper. local boy in the cast. also 
slight hypo to the result. indicated 
fine $4,000. Last week, ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Bringing Up 
Baby’ (RKO) (reissue) surprised 
with dandy $3,800. 


CAN’T SCARE US 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
‘Ghosts at Night’ went into work 
at Monogram with Bela Lugosi 
working with the Dead End Kids: 
Spooky play is produced by Sam 
Katzman, with Phil Rosen directing. 














New Pix in Det. Overcome Heat Wave: 
Tom Hefty $22,000; ‘Shepherd’ $15,000 





‘Bombay’ Fine $16,000, 
‘Bride’ 14G in J. City 


Jersey City, Aug. 5. 

Clear, cool weather has been kind 
to boxoffices this week. “They Met 
in Bombay,’ at Loew’s, is catching 
most of customers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50) 
—‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Richest 
Man Town’ (Col), fine $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
certain Feeling’ (UA), low $11,700. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 28-33-50)— 


‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB) and ‘Bullets 
O’Hara’ (WB). Nice $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and 


‘Young Lady’ (20th), excellent $15,- 
500. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50)— 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) _ and 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th). Poor $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and 
‘Accent Love’ (20th), neat $8,000 for 
a dual which played over a three- 
day period the previous week. 


MONT’L WAY OFF 


‘Bombay’ Mild $5,800, Best On Tap— 
‘Underground’ Fair $5,000 











Montreal, Aug. 5. 

Another depressed week in grosses 
is ahead with nothing touching 
$6,000 in sight. Best is ‘Met Bombay’ 
at Loew’s where take will not pass 
$5,800. ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ at Prin- 
cess is liable to do better for house 
than recent weeks, but balance is 
poor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) (2d wk). Best 
hope is fair $3,500, after middling 
$5,500 last week. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62) — 
‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Kisses 
Breakfast’ (WB). Pacing for fair 


$5,000. Last week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) 
and ‘Passage Hong Kong’ (20th), not 


so hot $4,500. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-36-67) — 
‘Met Bombay’ (M-G), Sighting 
$5,800, fair. Last week, ‘Shepherd 


Hills’ (Par), off at $3,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO). Above average $4,500 
in sight. Last week, ‘Time Rhythm’ 
(U) and ‘Under Age’ (U), middling 
$3,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Dietator’ (UA) (7th wk). Struggl- 
ing along to poor $1,500 currently, 
after weak $1,800 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France - Film) 
(600; 30-60) — ‘L’Esclave Blanche’ 
(2d wk.) Flop $700, with about same 
figure last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
40)—'Quatre Cent Treize’ and ‘Sonn- 
ette l’Alarme.’ Pin Money at $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Marche Nuptiale’ and 
‘Jacques at Jacotte,’ poor $1,800. 





feature film releases. 


Wichita, Utica and Milwaukee. 





Of particular interest during the week is the first 
off-Broadway engagement at advanced prices of 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB), which played to $25,000 at the 
Earle, Washington, a figure comparable to the best of 
regular releases but somewhat less than the price scale 
promised. Other trial runs to be arranged, but Warn- 
ers in no hurry until cooler weather. 

Despite a long list of holdovers, early August theatre 
receipts are maintaining a gross somewhat better than 
showmen’s anticipations, considering that most of the 
new product is being held back until Sept. 1 by the 
consent decree. In former years the dog days brought 
out the best that distributors had to offer as leaders in 
block selling. The come-ons were samplers of the 
year’s program. All pictures, both released and yet to 
be produced, were always great in August. 

THEY WANT ’EM FUNNY 

Theatre-going public wants ’em funny and one laugh 
is worth a hundred tears, judging the extraordinary 
popularity of Ginger Rogers in ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(RKO), James Cagney and Bette Davis in ‘The Bride 
Came C.O.D.’ (WB), ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Par) 








Brooklyn. 


(Par). Angeles. 


Kansas City, 


and Portland, 


chart-itis, 


Buffalo, and 
Minneapolis and Omaha. - 

With more heft than earlier reports indicated, ‘Man- 
powe’ (WB) leads Boston with $18,000, very big; plays 
to a par $15,000 in Philadelphia, and is best in town in 
Denver and Louisville. Good second weeks in Seattle 
and ’Frisco. ‘Underground’ (also WB) is socko $14,000 
in Baltimore, but light on koldovers in Philadelphia 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Jack Benny Starts Big as ‘Aunt,’ Joins Laugh Cycle of 
‘Navy, ‘Draft,’ ‘Tom, Dick’ and ‘Bride C.0.D.’ 


It’s ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), starring Jack Benny in 
curls and skirts, that is out in front of the week’s new 
First reports give it something 
a shade less than smash business, but nevertheless top 
rating for summer bookings, with prospect of extended 
holdovers in all keys. First of the new season’s output 
from any of the majors given general showing, it fills 
a groove in initial runs recently vacated by ‘In the 
Navy’ (U) and ‘Caught in the Draft’ 

Returns as listed in telegraphic reports from Variety 
correspondents indicate boxoffice strength manifested 
everywhere. The old Brandon Thomas farce, is a thea- 
tre perennial. ‘Aunt’ reaches $60,000, plus, on Broad-~ 
way at the Roxy; Los Angeles, two houses, $31,000; 
’Frisco, swell $20,000; Kansas City, holdover in two 
theatres; Cincinnati, nifty $12,500; Baltimore, a capacity 
$8,000 in a small house and held; also big in Topeka, 


and the tenacity of Bob Hope in ‘Draft’ (Par), which 
continues in its sixth week in Chicago, fifth in Phila- 
delphia and Detroit, and fourth in Pittsburgh and 


‘Tom’ is best of Miss Rogers’ starring films. ’Frisco 
opening week reached $21,000, smash; Detroit, first 
week, hit $22,000; Minneapolis and Seattle in the big 
coin, and —— holdovers in Buffalo, Portland and Los 
‘Bride’ 


also stands up in extra stanzas in 
good starts in Newark, 


‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par) is running to previous 
form, good in midwest and far west, distinctly n.s.g. on 
the eastern slope. 

Observed from the ticket-chopper: ‘Blossoms in the 
Dust’ (M-G) stirred up $15,000 in Pittsburgh, first run, 
responding to flowery advance exploitation, and a tip- 
off that there’s cash in sight for this film for exhibitors 
who are willing to work. Reissues generally un- 
responsive, although ‘Can't Take’ and ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (both Col) turned neat week’s profit in Seattle. 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) no knockout in Los Angeles 
and Kansas City, but good in Providence; ‘Hold That 
Ghost’ (U), the new Abbott-Costello, turned in $8,000, 
second week, after big $14,000 opener in ’Frisco. Set 
for Chicago starting yesterday (Tues.). 
Caroline’ (RKO) into Boston at $16,800, and worth 
watching. Valentino reissues drawing well in the 
metropolitan subsequent runs. 

Circuit bookers are reported to be struggling with 
an empty feeling superinduced by close 
study of the balance of August release lists generally, 
Labor Day and the new films can’t come too soon. 


‘Life With 








Detroit, Aug. 5. 

Some fresh product has been 
pumped into town and fans are eat- 
ing it up after a couple of weeks 
during which holdovers flooded the 
market. This, too, despite the sum- 
mer’s most prolonged heat wave. 

Best of the week looks to be Fox, 
which should rake in $22,000 with 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ and ‘Time 
Out for Rhythm.’ Opening day (31) 
best of summer. Michigan’s new 
bill of ‘Shepherd of Hills’ and ‘Topper 
Returns’ will do a very fine $15,000, 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Sunny’ (RKO) and ‘Two in Taxi’ 
(Col.) Former brought over after 
week at Fox; latter new. Not too 
bad $5,500. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Bride Wore Crutches,’ 
(20th) about average $5,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) 
and ‘Time For Rhythm’ (Col.). A 
very hefty $22,000, with probable 
holdover. Last week, ‘Sunny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Adventure Washington’ (‘Col.). 
Surprisingly better than expected 
$14,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) 
and ‘Topper Returns’ (Par). Smart 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Bride C.O.D. 
(WB) and ‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). 
Groovy $12,000 on second week for 
entire bill. 

Palms State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Caught Draft 
(Par) and ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Fifth 
and probably last week for this, good 
for satisfactory $7,500. 


Jack Benny Wow $8,000 
In Memphis, Others Blah 


Memphis, Aug. 5. 

Memphis has ‘Charley’s Aunt’ in 
its pants this week. Jack Benny 
opus is wowing Loew's Palace trade. 
Balance of Main Street rates defi- 
nitely blah. 

‘Singapore Woman’ at Warner 
holdover for ‘Tom, Dick and Harry 
at Loew’s State, and Malco’s split- 
weeking on ‘Parson of Panamint’ and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ are scarcely cqm- 
petition for Benny comedy, either 
individually or collectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)—~ 
‘Singapore Woman’ (WB). ,Frail ap- 

eal of this one will be lucky to 
ure $2,500. Last week ‘Bad Men’ 
(WB), $4,400, better than expected. 

Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Best draw 
Benny ever offered, might get $8,000, 
swell. Last week ‘Jungle Cavalcade 
(RKO), $2,200, about as anticipated. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d wk). Might 
do $2,500 on h.o. Last week, ditto, 
$5,700, not too good. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Parson Panamint’ (Par), four days, 
and ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U), three 
days. Maybe the brace will sna 
mild $2,500. Last week ‘Kiss Boys 
oe $7,000 for nine days, splen- 

1 








Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d run) 
and ‘Officer and Lady’ (Col), split 
week. Points to very nice $1,750. 
Last week ‘In Navy’ (U) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Sign Wolf’ (Mono), two 
days; and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB), 
$1,850, best week in months. 





‘Blossoms’ Sole Winner 
In Laggard Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 5. 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ makes the 
Stuart again the town’s only winner. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15) — ‘Sunset Wyoming’ 
(Rep) and ‘Behind News’ (Rep) 
split with ‘Lone Rider Rides On’ 
(PRC) and ‘Water Front’ (WB). 
Gene Autry’s ‘Sunset’ should lure 
healthy $1,100. Last week, ‘Plane 


Robbery’ (Col) and ‘Range War’ 
(PRC) split with ‘Thunder Over 
Prairie’ (Col) and ‘Face Behind 


Mask’ (Col). Lukewarm $850. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-20-25)—‘Devil Dogs’ (WB). Sec- 
ond reissue in row looks toward off- 
key $2.000. Last week, ‘Ruggles Red 
Gap’ (Par). Flopped for murderous 
$1,500. 

Nebraska (J. H. ~Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-15-20)—'Wide Open Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB). 
Just so-so $1,600. Last week, ‘Young 
Lady’ (20th) and ‘Scotland Yard’ 
(20th). Likewise. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40)—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G). 
Powerful matinees will bring classy 
$3,400. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par). 
Very fancy $3.800. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 


20-25) — ‘Adventure Washington’ 
(Col) split with ‘Puddin’ Head’ 
(Rep). First got three days, Canova 
looks like five. Total can’t be more 
than $2.700. Not too bad. Last 
week, ‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB). 


Very sad $1,800. 
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$21,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
Golden Gate, with ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry, and the Warfield with 
‘Charley’s Aunt, are doing the biz 
this week, okay for time of year here. 
George Bole cooked up a ‘No One 
Seated During Last Five Minutes’ 
campaign on the Ginger Rogers opus 
‘hich got the thing off to a start 
Which fopped ‘Kitty Foyle’ by sev- 
eral bucks the first day. Is follow- 
ing up inside with a trailer signed 
‘Janie’ asking fans please not to tell 
‘which man I marry. Also got co-o 
from the crix on keeping the payo 
ae Festival at the Geary is 
getting a heavy matinee play in its 
second stanza, although nights are 
light. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘Kisses for 
Breakfast’ (WB) (2d wk). Holdover 
doing rather well for only mildish 
$9,500. First week a little under ex- 
pectations at $18,000, but still big. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 35-40-50 )— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d wk). Dis- 
ney Festival pulling daytime trade 
for mild $5,000. First week finished 
with $6,500, nights being light. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—'Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Opened bigger than ‘Kitty 
Foyle’ and going great guns for 
smash $21,000. Last week, ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (RKO) plus Bowes Ams and 
O'Neill Kiddies surprised with $14,- 
ae (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 35- 
40-50) —Hold That Ghost’ (U) and 
‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) (2d wk). 
Holdover moving along nicely for 
strong $8,000. First week terrif $14,- 
go (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—'Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par) and 
‘Shining Victory’ (WB). Consider- 
able competish but healthy $15,000 
robable Last (8-day) week, 
Underground’ (WB) and ‘T’ll Wait 
For You’ (M-G) just average $13,- 
00. 
, St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
0)—‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘I ll 
Wait For You’ (M-G) (moveover). 
House usually averages around $5,000 
and this looks average. Last (move- 
over) week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) got $4,800. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th). Benny 
Opus got off to a terrific start, mak- 
ing $19,000 possible. Last (2d-final) 
week. ‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th) faded away 
to $7,000. 








New Films Up Denver 
Biz; ‘Manpower’ 106, 
‘Dust,’ Kiss Boys’ 926 


Denver, Aug. 5. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ is strong 
enough to stay around another week 
at the Denham. But town’s leader 
is ‘Manpower’ at the Denver, ‘Fan- 
tasia’ is holding for a third week at 
the Aladdin. ‘Bad Men of Missouri’ 
looks fine for the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 55-$1-$1.50) 
—Fantasia’ (RKO) (roadshow, 2d 
wk). Fine $5,000, and stays a third. 
Last week. ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) did a 
Smash $9,000 opening week on road- 
show. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
— Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘T'll Wait for You’ (M-G), after a 
week at the Orpheum, good $3,000. 

ast week, ‘Big Store’ (M-G) and 
Getaway’ (M-G), good $3,000, after 
&@ week at the Orpheum. 





Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Kiss Boys Goodbye’ (Par). 
Fine $9,500, and is holding over. 


Last week, ‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) 
(3d wk) and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par), 
nice $7,500. 

P Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
Man Power’ (WB) and ‘Blondie So- 
ciety’ (Col). Mighty neat $10,000, 
and leads the town. Last week, ‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) 
£00d $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—'Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Navy, 
Blue and Gold’ (M-G) (reissue), sur- 
Prising $9,500, and nice profit. Last 
Week, ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
tL Wait For You’ (M-G), good $14,- 


ft aramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Campus’ (Col). Going along 
to sturdy $7,500. Last week, ‘Out of 
Fog’ (WB) and ‘Bachelor Daddy’ 


(U), fair $5.000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Man 
Hunt’ (20th), after a week at the 

enver, and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th). 
Good $2,000. Last week, ‘Bride Came 
C.0.D.” (WB), after a week at each 
the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Rich 
Man (Col), good $2,300. 


‘Charley's Aunt’ Big 196, Tom’ Smash 
Tops Frisco, ‘Kiss Boys’ Okay 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... ... . 81,405,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 168 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 





mM. Bs) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee i eae $1,316,700 


(Based on 26 cities, 169 theatres) 


BENNY SWAMPS 





K.C, SWELL 116 





Kansas City, Aug. 5. 

‘Charley’s Aunt’ at the Uptown 
and Esquire is the best bet on the- 
atre row, and the greatest Fox-Mid- 
west has had in months. It will get 
a swell total and be held over in 
both spots, with the name of Jack 
Benny the answer. Orpheum, re- 
opened last week is keeping its doors 
apart with a holdover of ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade’ although first week was 
very mild. Newman got a surprise 
in ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ which turned 
out as one of strongest magnets of 


the season, ; 
Weather has been mercilessly hot 
and sultry for more than a week, 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) solo, day- 


and-date in two houses. Strong from 
opening and one of the best here in 
months. 
a cinch to 
‘Tight Shoes’ 
Woman’ (WB) 
$5,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
certain Feeling’ (UA). Mediocre 
$7,800. Last week, ‘Blossoms in Dust’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ 
(Col). Satisfactory $10,500, with 
much coming from big matinees. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Bride C.0.D.’ (WB). Topped 
expectations in its first week and 
rolls right along into a better than 
average second stanza. Currently 
$6,000. First week $10,000, very 
good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
— ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) com- 
bined with program of four Disney 
shorts. Reopened the house last 
week for a mild take and runs into 
second week merely for the sake of 
policy. Currently $3,750; first week 
$6,000 okay: 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) with vaude. On 
strength of picture. $6,500, above 
par. Last week, ‘Mountain Moon- 
light’ (Rep) pnd variety bill on stage 
held up to the Weaver Bros, stand- 
ard at $6,000. 


PORT. PACKS PLENTY, 
‘KISS BOYS’ BIG $7,300 


Nady te Ore., Aug. 8. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ is the only 
new opener this week, doing a heavy 
biz for the Orpheym after a good 
newspaper bally est h.o. is ‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry,’ in its second stanza 
at the big Paramount, with ‘In the 
Navy’ holding its own in a third 
week at the Broadway 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)—‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘San Antonio 
Rose’ (U) still pulling well and beat- 
ing second week at good $6,000. Sec- 
ond week, with ‘Flame of New Or- 
leans’ (U), good $5,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500: 35-40-50)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Vegas Nights’ (Par), m.0o. 
of ‘Shepherd’ from Orpheum for sec- 
ond week, swell $4,500. Last week 
‘Blossoms in Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Tight 
Shoes’ (U) closed a second stanza for 
fair $3,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Kiss Boys Good- 


holdover. Last week, 
(U) and ‘Singapore 
twinned for so-so 








bye’ (Par) and ‘Adventure Wash- 
ington’ (Col) going over for nice 
$7,300. Last week ‘Shepherd Hills 


(Par) and ‘Thieves Fall Out’ (WB) 
took satisfactory $6,200, and ‘Shep’ 
moved to Mayfair. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th), 
second week looks like great $5,100. 
First week clicked to strong $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50) —‘Underground’ (WB) = and 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) (1st), second 
week going around okay $4,000. First 
week, with ‘Out of the Fog’ (WB), 
did high $5,500. 





$11,000 is swell takings and 





hie dime nee roe Charley's Aunt’ Trim $31,000 in Two 


10G on 2d Wk—Tom’ Good H.O. 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 
Ticket tills are continuing to pay 


off in gratifying style along the 
rialto this chukker. Sweltering 
weather is slowing the _ turnstiles |! 


only a fraction. 
at the Buffalo, is leading, with a re- 
peat stanza for ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 
at the Lakes showing plenty of 
strength. 

‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ is a sturdy 
holdover at the Century. 


Estimates for This Week pe 4 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55) — 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Dressed 
to Kill’ (20th). Should do over) 
$11,000, oke. Last week, ‘Reaching | 
for Sun’ (Par) and Vaughn Monroe 
and orch on stage, moved up to bet- | 
ter than $12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) | 
—‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ (WB) and 
‘District Attorney’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
Strong second stanza round $10,000. 
Last week, very potent, over $12,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Stars 


Look Down’ (M-G) and ‘Puddin’ 
Head’ (Rep). Only fair, probably 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 


(20th) and ‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) 
(2d run), down to poor $4,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—San Antonio Rose’ (U) and ‘Big 
Boss’ (Col). . Weakie, around $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Under Age’ (Col) and 
‘Richest Man in Town’ (Col), so so, 
under $5,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3.000; 30- 
44)—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO) (2d wk). Still 
forte, around $7,000. Last week, 
very neat, $8,500. 


Seattle’s Mardi Gras 
Helps; ‘Tom, Dick’ Slick 
~ $8,600; ‘Man Hunt’ 736 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 

Seattle’s mardi gras celebration, 
the Potlatch, emphasized aviation 
and defense and brought some folks 
to town, especially for the Friday 
parade. This broke at 11 a.m., and 
flooded most of the theatres. Rated 
generally favorable with Seattle live- 
wires credited with another success. 
Vie Gauntlett, adv. mgr. for Ham- 
rick-Evergreen, was executive chair- 








‘Blossoms in Dust,’ | 


| 
} 


| also showing pleasing power. 


'—Tom Dick’ 


Spots, Big L. A. Winner; Shepherd 





Sturdy 146 on dd Wk., 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
(Based on 12 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Oe Serre $262,300 
(Based on 11 theatres} 


‘MANPOWER HUB 








TOPPER, $17,000 





Boston, Aug. 5. 
‘Manpower’ and ‘Barnacle Bill’ are 
pacing each other for top coin here 
this week, with ‘Life With Caroline’ 
‘Tom, 
Dick and Harry’ gets a third week in 
town; moving over from the Keith 
Memorial to the RKO Boston. 
Steady stream of Hollywood per- 
sonalities making appearances in 
strawhats around Boston are no 
great menace to the film houses, but 
they are figured to draw some trade 
away from the intown : ‘ands. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3.200; 28-39-44-55) 
(RKO) (3d wk in 
town) and ‘Cyclone Horseback’ 
(RKO). Heading for adequate $6,000. 
Last week ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and 
‘Navy Blue and Gold’ (M-G) (re- 
issues) skidded, after promising 
opening, to $5,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44- 


|55)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Shining 


Victory’ (WB) (both continued from 
Metropolitan), will take so-so $4,000. 
Last week, same for ‘Underground’ 
(WB) and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB). 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 28- 
39-44-55 )—‘Life with Caroline’ 





man. 

Cooler weather likewise reacted | 
favorably for a better tone at the 
theatres. But nothing to rave about, 
boxoffices being slow responding to | 
the improved employment picture | 
locally. 

Liberty has two revivals that has |! 
the town on its ears, looking to be 
good summer antidote. They are 


! 
‘This Thing Called Love’ and ‘Can't | 
Take It with You’ at the Liberty. | 
‘Barnacle Bill’ wound up two good 
weeks at Paramount. ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry’ is getting the publicity bar- | 
rage at the Fifth. ' 
strong enough for 2d week at the | 
roomy Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M- 
G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO) (2d run) hot 
from Fifth Avenue, indicated $2,600, 
okay. Last week ‘Shepherd of Hillis’ | 
(Par) and ‘Accent on Love’ (20th) | 
(2d wk), $2,100, fair. | 
Coliseum (H-E) (1,900: 21-35)— | 
‘Blood Sand’ (20th) and ‘Million Dol- | 
lar Baby’ (WB) (2d run) two with 
zip, pointing for $2,900, good. Last 
week ‘In Navy’ (U) and ‘Hamilton | 
Woman’:(UA) (2d run), $2,700, good. | 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- | 
50)—‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and | 
‘Bride Wore Crutches’ (20th), bill- 
board campaign bolstered heavy 
newspaper blasts, with a great $8,600 | 
on a? 
(M-G) and ‘Sunny’ (RKO), nice total | 
at $6,400. 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,640; 21-30-40)— | 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) and ‘Thing | 
Called Love’ (Col) (both reissues), | 
anticipated $4,600, good. Last week 
‘Naval Academy’ (Col) and Sweet- 


| 


| heart Campus’ (Col), $3,300, fair. 


| 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— | 
Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), hot from Par- | 
amount (3d wk), teamed with Saint’s | 
Vacation’ (RKO) (ist wk). Big $2,- | 
900 expected. Last week ‘Caught in 
Draft’ (Par) and ‘Monster and Gir!’ | 
(Par) (4th wk), $2,200, good. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-50)— | 
‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘San Antonio | 
Rose’ (U) (2d wk). Okay $4,000. 
Last week, same films, great $7,700. | 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40) | 
—‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and ‘Passage | 
Hongkong’ (WB), pli vaude, ex- 
pected $4,500, good. Last week ‘Man 
of Timberland’ (U) and ee 
Daddy’ (U), plus stage, $4,200, good. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-50) 
—Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance Hall’ 
(20th), headed for big $7,500. Last 
week ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
certain Feeling’ (UA) (2d wk), $3,- | 
900, okay. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— | 
‘Pot of Gold’ (UA) and ‘Lady Chey- | 
enne’ (U) (2d run), nice $2,200. Last 
week (30-40-50), ‘Bad Men Missouri’ 
(WB) and ‘Out of Fog’ (WB) (2d 
wk), fair $2,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- | 
30)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Back | 
Street’ (U) (2d run), looking to hit 
around oke $2,000. Last week ‘Zieg- 
feld Girl’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ (M- 
G) (2d run), slow $1,700. 








| night trade for 
tali«e 
| Leadaay, 


| Boys’ 


‘Manpower’ is # 


| bay’ 


| breaks. 
Last week ‘Blossoms Dust’ | 


(RKO) and ‘Her First Beau’ (Col), 
aiming at pleasing $14,000. Last 
week ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d wk) 


and ‘Scattergood Strings’ (RKO) (list 
wk), turned in $13,000, okay. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) — ‘Manpower’ (WB) and 
‘Kisses Breakfast’ (WB), getting hefty 
a possible $17,000 
very good. Last week ‘Kiss 
(Par) and ‘Shining Victory’ 
(WB), $15,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 


|55)—‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Time 


for Rhythm’ (Col), pointing to near- 
ly a staunch $17,000. Last week 
(six days), holdover of ‘Met Bom- 
(M-G) and ‘Sweetheart Cam- 
pus’ (Col), $12,000. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 


| 44-55)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Shin- 


ing Victory’ (WB) (both continued 
from Met), will draw about $6,000, 


| fair. Last week ‘Underground’ (WB) 


and ‘Sons o’' Guns’ (WB), same. 
State (Loew) (3,600% 28-39-44-55) 
— Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Time 
Out Rhythm’ (Col), flirting with 
okay $12,000. Last week (six days) 


holdover of ‘Met Bombay’ (M-G) 
land ‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col), 
$8,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Murder by Invitation’ (Mono) 


and ‘Angels Dirty Faces’ (WB) (re- 
vival), may hit $2,000 with weather 
Last week ‘Poison Pen’ 
(Rep) and ‘Hound Baskervilles’ 
(20th) Crevival), $1,560. 


JACK BENNY $12,000, | 
DITTO ‘MAISIE, PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 5 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ is topping the 
town at Majestic this week, despite 
near record heat. ‘Ringside Maisie’ 





!is not bad either at Loew’s State. 


Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 
‘Fog’ (WB) (2d run). Not too good, 
and heat isn’t helping either for 
so-so $2,000. Last week ‘Man Hunt’ 
(20th) and ‘Tight Shoes’ (U) (2d 

run), same $2,000. 
10-25-35)— 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 


|‘Murder by Invitation’ (Mono) and 


On 
Last week 


‘Tumbledown Ranch’ (Mono). 
the go with good $2,000. 


|‘Dead Man’s Shoes’ (Mono) and ‘Des- 


ert Bandit’ (Rep), okeh $2,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 


| ‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Ride on 


Vaquero’ (20th). Ever-popular Jack 
Benny dragging them in for a very 
high $12,000 for this sort of weather. 
Last week ‘Million DoYar Baby’ 
(WB) and ‘Out of Fog’ (WB), nifty 
$9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Officer 
and Lady’ (Col). House holding own 
for neat $12,000. Last week ‘Blos- 


|soms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Scattergood’ 


(RKO), good $10,500. 
Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par) and ‘Wings 





Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
‘Charley's Aunt’ is getting the top 
coin this week with $31,000 in pros- 
pect for combined take at the Chi- 
nese and Loew's State. Chinese 
started off with a $2 preem Thurs- 
day night (31) which brought in 
$3,400. 
_ Paramount is holding up well on 
its second session at around $14,000, 
after good $17,000 on first week. 
‘Shepherd of the Hills’ on its second 
ater pe Ra dualed with ‘Sweet- 
reart of the Campus’ with 
Wolf on the stage. ae 
_Business is spotty in other situa- 
tiors. Downtown and Hollywood 
— aggregate only $11,000 with ‘Bad 
en o issouri’ a ; ‘ls 
ieonen Sten nd ‘Angels With 
Estimates for This Week 
Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney )(27th 
nda Ringing up another $5,000, 
pienty good after approxim: - 
500 on the 26th weak en oa 
Chinese 


hese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75) —‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th). With ap- 


proximately $3,400 in the till on the 
premiere, Jack Benny picture looks 
like winner with $15,600 likely. Last 
week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and 
Big Store’ (M-G), light $9,500. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
Angels With Broken Wings’ (Rep). 
Doesn t look promising with less than 
$8,000 eee Last week, ‘Man- 
power’ (WB), corralle 
on holdover, Pisin sas 
_Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44. 
55)—‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (3d wk) 
On the downbeat with approximately 
eee. Last week hit close to $4,- 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 


—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Angels With Broken Wings’ (Rep). 
Disappointing $3,000. Last week, 


‘Manpower’ 
on holdover. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2.200 30-44-55) 
— Too Many Blondes’ (U) and ‘Scate- 
tergood Pulls Strings’ (RKO) with 
Brenda and Cobina on stage. Healthy 
$9,000 coming up largely due to 
oo —.. Last week, ‘Wait For 
ou (M-G) and ‘Repen seis 3 
(RKO), $7,000. Per nee 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) (3a 
wk) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). 


Fair $6,500 on the 


(WB), rolled up $6,000 


DPagcr 


arty ers 
repeater indicated, with the jungle 
picture also helping. Last week 
profitable $9,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) (2d 
wk) and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ (Col) 


Cineor 
S4itigCi 


with Rube Wolf on the stage. Tap- 
ered off a bit but good at $14,000. 
Last week, first of ‘Shepherd of 
Hills’ strong at $17,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO) (3d 
wk) and Frank Buck’s ‘Jungle Cav- 
alcade’ (RKO) Mildish $5,300 in 
sight after good $8,500 last week. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 


55-75 )—‘Charley’s Aunt’ and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th). Benny starrer got off 
to a good start and should hit nifty 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Big Store’ (M-G), $11,- 
500 on eight days 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100: 
30-44-55 )—‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 
and ‘The Big Store’ (M-G) Point- 
ing towards so-so $2,700 on move- 
over. Last week, ‘Moon Miami’ 
(20th) and ‘Young Lady’ (20th), less 
than $2,800 on eight days, weak. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 

‘Ringside Maisie’ and ‘Big Store’ 
(M-G). Light gross expected with 
about $4.000 in ight. Last week, 
‘Moon Miami’ (20th) and ‘Young 


Lady’ (20th), 
days 


rang up $4,500 on eight 


‘Blossoms,’ Nice $10,000, 
‘Shepherd’ 8'4G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, August 5. 
Both Lyric and Loew’s had the 
best opening matinees they’ve had 
in several weeks, and business is 


holding up well. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Shepherd of Hills’ (Par) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par), okay at $8,« 
500. Last week, ‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) 
and ‘Meet Again’ (RKO). Plenty 


good at $9,800. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 25-30-40) 
—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col) swell at 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sweetheart Campus’ 
(Col), fair $8,300. 

Lyric (Lyric)—Kisses Breakfast’ 
(WB) plus Little Jack Little and 
Roscoe Ates on stage. Okay at 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Shining Vic- 
tory’ (WB) plus Jerry Colonna and 
acts on stage, fair $9,900. 





in Dark’ (reissues). Moving slowly 
for so-so $4,500. Last week ‘Sweete 
heart Campus’ (Col) and ‘Naval 
Academy’ (Col). slow $5,500. 


Tom OK 1.0. 
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° 4 Message rom WILLIAM SAROYAN 
te the Mouing Picture Manufacturers 


~ ATTENTION! «© 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER, RKO, PARAMOUNT, 
WARNER BROTHERS, TWENTIETH CENTURY-FOX, 
UNITED ARTISTS, and others 


@ Let's do some war-time business, as follows: 





@ Thanks to the American people and the American way of life you don't 
need money and I| don't need money. 


® I hereby offer any of you absolutely free of charge 


all motion picture rights to my play “The Time of 
Your Life.” . 


g My terms are the simplest and most equitable: 
@ Everybody connected with the making of the picture, including the 
studio — its equipment and executives—shall donate free of charge his 


time, talent, or technical services. 


@ Every penny of the proceeds shall go to National Defense. 


@ I believe in this emergency, and I believe you believe in it. 


b 
ae. 
Bit 
j 
i | 
inf 
ee 
ha 4 
5 UCU 
it 
| 
i 


You and I both need the American way of life even more than the mil- 
lions of men in the military and naval services. 


@ We owe these men, their families, and our government something more 
than mere dislike of the enemy, and we have no right to be any less per- 4. 
sonally involved in the present emergency than they. | 





@ I believe that art, in its way, is as great a weapon for the defense of 
right as a strong army and a strong navy. 


@ Let's not get richer in material things until the day after tomorrow, and 


let's not be poverty-stricken in spirit at a time which so graciously invites 
generosity. 


@ Youcan reach me at 1821 15th Avenue, San Francisco. 


Yours truly: 
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Fred North Heads RKO in Detroit: 


Kemper Resigns: Exchange Briefs 





Detroit, Aug. 5. 


Fred North, chief of the Detroit 
exchange for Warner Bros. until his 
recent resignation, has been named 
branch manager here for RKO. He 
succeeds James Sharkey. 

United Artists, Detroit’s perennial 
summer closer among  first-run 
houses, will reopen Aug. 28 with 
‘Jekyl and Hyde.’ Place has been 
shuttered since first sign of summer 
heat. 





Kemper Resigns 20th, Buff. 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 

Richard Kemper, manager of Dip- 
son's 20th Century, resigned; report- 
ed assigned to another Dipson spot 
following an extended vacation. 

Attendance at trade-showings has 
now narrowed down to about an 
even dozen spectators. 

Pic Magazine will feature a pic- 
torial story showing employment 
and training of the ‘Glamour Usher- 
ettes’ at Dipson’s 20th-Century. 

Howard Lurie of the Orpheum, 
Buffalo, will marry Jean autch, 
non-professional, in September. 

A. Charles Hayman, of the Cata- 
ract and Strand, Niagara Falls, and 
Lafayette, Buffalo, left July 15 to 
spend the rest of the summer at his 
French River, Ontario. camp. 

Lyric and Schiller Park, Syracuse, 
are closed for the summer. 

Denise Skouras, daughter of Spy- 
rous Skouras, has been a guest of the 
Nikitas Dipsons for a fortnight. 

Lincoln, Rochester, undergoing 
complete face-lifting under direction 
of George Lurie. 

New Drive-in theatre on site of 
the dog track at Harlem road and 
Genesee street was washed out by 
rain Wednesday night, necessitating 
postponement of opening set for 
Thursday (31). 





Wilgress Resigns 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 

Resignation of L. D. Wilgress, 
deputy Minister of Trade and Com- 
merce, as a member of the National 
Film Board, announced by War 
Services Minister J. T. Thorson 
when he presided for the first time 
at a meeting of the board recently. 

Thorson stated that Justice T. C. 
Davis, associate deputy Minister of 
National War Services, would re- 
place Wilgress to fill latter’s unex- 
pired term, which runs to August, 
1942. Jurisdiction of the National 
Film Board was transferred from the 


Trade and Commerce department to | 
War | 


the department of National 
Services at beginning of July. En- 
largement of the board’s duties will 
be undertaken in near future. 





Molliver’s Exchange 
Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
David Molliver opening new 
change to handle Mohawk Pictures 

(old Grand National product). 
William Z. Porter, chief booker 
and office manager at the Monogram, 
leaves this week for Coast to take 
post of traveling auditor for Mono. 


Porter is president of Film Exchange | 
re- | 


Employees union. He will be 
placed at the local office by Maurice 
Rosen, son of exchange 
Samuel Rosen. 


Barney Cohen, former manager at | 


Lansdowne, now at Stanley-Warners’ 
Cross Keys. Tiny Goldsmith shifted 
from Cross Keys to Drexel Hill. 

Dave Segall 
Middleburg, Pa. 

James Caria now operating Lyric, 
Throop, Pa. 

Frank Sculli upped from booker to 
a member of the Metro sales staff. 
His spot at the booking desk being 
taken by Fred Craiker. 





Conn. MPTO’s Golfery 

Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Connecticut holding its sixth annual 
golf tourney Aug. 19 at Race Brook 
Country club, Orange, Conn., near 
New Haven. Herman M. Levy is 
chairman of tournament committee. 
Last year more than 125 attended. 





Stanley, N.Y., Leased 
Stanley theatre, on Seventh ave- 
nue near 42d street, N.Y., formerly 


operated by Harry Brandt interests, | 


leased to Markmo Amusement Corp., 
headed by Maurice Mauer. House 
has been closed for five or six weeks. 
€w company plans remodeling and 
reopening shortly on much the same 
policy as formerly in use there. 
, Deal includes the two-story build- 
Ing. Stanley in recent years has op- 


erated on grind policy and as a sub- 
sequent run, 





Helen Gwynne at WB 


Helen Gwynne, added to Warners’ 
eastern ad-publicity staff to handle 


Magazine exploitation under Mitchell 
Rawson, 





Pink’s Duo 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Sidney Pink, former Fox-West 
Oast booker, operating the Century 
and Princess, here, formerly run by 
Simon Lazarus. 
J. W. Bace building new theatre 


ex- | 


manager | 


acquired Band Box, | 


in Ford City, Cal., to replace the 
| Roxy, recently destroyed by fire. 
Fox-West Coast has added three 
L. A. houses to its operation. It 
bought 51% interest from George 
| Burke and M. E. Baylis in the 600- 
| seat Nurart; 750-seat Tivoli, and a 
new 900-seat house being built near 
the Douglas Aircraft plant. 





Egbert’s J. C. Spot 
| Jersey City, Aug. 5. 
Arthur Egberts has been appointed 
assistant manager of Loew's Jersey 
City theatre. Egberts was formerly 
publicity agent for Loew’s in New- 
ark and Jersey City. He replaces 
W. H. Stillman, who resigned. 








New England Outing 
Boston, Aug. 5. 
New England members of motion 
picture industry will get together 
Aug. 25 for a full day and evening’s 


outing at Old Silver Beach, West 
Falmouth, Mass. Over 400 exhibs. 
film salesmen, bookers, exchange 


employes and allied workers will at- 
tend. 


Cuddy of RKO and Major Patrick 
Healey of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Public Safety. 





W. Va. Convention 
West Virginia theatre managers 
convene at White Sulphur Springs. 
Aug. 25-26. J. C. Shanklin, of 
Ronceverts, W. Va., is convention 
chairman. 





Lippe in Newark 
Newark, Aug. 5. 
Albert B. Lippe appointed acting 
assistant manager of Loew’s State 
here. Formerly was with Loew’s 
publicity in Manhattan. 





Pitt Delivery Strike Ends 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 





Regular transportation of films 
from exchange to theatre was re- 


sumed here yesterday (4) when a 
two-week strike by AFL drivers of 
Exhibitors Service came to an end. 
Exhibitors also makes deliveries of 
local newspapers but this phase of 
their transportation was not affected 
by the walkout. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
drivers obtained 5c hour increase for 
night work, paid vacations and time 
and one-half for overtime. 

Heads of all the exchanges here 
have declared Aug. 21 a holiday to 
permit Film Row employees to at- 
tend annual Variety Club picnic for 
charity. Joe Hiller, local booker and 
agent, is chairman of affairs and en- 
tire proceeds will be donated to 
Camp O’Connelly, which Variety 
Club regularly maintains as a vaca- 
tion spot every summer for city’s 
underprivileged children. Charles 
Beares, West View owner, has turned 
ballroom over to Club for night of 
picnic and nationally-known band is 
being dickered for to play for danc- 
ing open to public—at a price, of 
couse, since it’s all for sweet charity. 

Bill Bryan, Vandergrift city man- 
ager for Manos circuit, has resigned 
| his post to become a hotel manager 
in that town. 

Max Felder, from New York, new 
manager of the Capitol, ace WB 
house in Steubenville, O. 





Queen’s Voice Trailers 
‘Prime Minister’ (WB) 


Ottawa, Aug. 5. 
Audience at the American pre- 
miere of ‘The Prime Minister’ at the 
Capitol here next Wednesday (13) 








B’WAY THEATRES NIX 





| 


will be greeted by Queen Elizabeth | 


Heading the committee are William | 








Theme Song 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
It wasn’t bad enough for the 
boys who drew the first num- 
bers in the recent 21-year-old 
draft lottery, but they had to be 
invited to see a picture as the 
guests of the Warner theatre. 





Whelan-United’s Windows | 


The picture, of course, was 

‘Caught in the Draft.’ 
Stunt grabbed lots of free Offered for Theatre Ads 
space. 


Latest bally device being offered 
theatres in New York are 165 
Whelan- United Drug and Cigar | 
stores. Window display space for a 
quarter sheet, card-size sticker is $75 
weekly for the group of stores. 

Picture theatre advertisers are nix- 
ing the Whelan proposition gener- 
ally, not only because they feel that 
newspapers are the best medium for 
advertising and their news stories 
but also because exhibitors always 











NEW INFO CENTER 


Broadway picture theatres have 
been braced by a new outfit which 
is promising great things for busi- 
ness. It is called Theatre Informa- 
tion Centre, claiming to have offices | have been adverse to paying coin | 
in Manhatian, Bronx and Brooklyn. | for window displays. 
Idea is to have a central source of | 

} 





theatre information available, but no 


~ gaia houses are going for the PITT DAILIES NIX 
PF gge sag Snr thgs Rata agen eli ‘BLOSSOMS’ COPY : 


future programs to the Centre, sup- 
posedly for the information of poten- 
tial customers. But check by sev- 
eral exhibitors revealed that thea- 
tres were expected to unite in ad- 
vertising the Theatre Info Centre 
phone number—and that later both 
the theatre and phone company 


o- 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
Although okayed and accepted in | 


leading papers all over the coun- | 
try, including some of the most con- 
servative sheets, one big ad in 
Metro’s national series for ‘Blossoms 
in the Dust’ couldn’t make the 


would be asked certain fees. Idea : ree ir 
of such information service being gy ae See cee po Bes 
outside each theatre’s own direct y é asp 


It was the 4 col. by 13- inch spread 
headed: ‘Bad Girls Don’t Have 
Babies.’ 

Morning Post-Gazette and after- 
noon Press, Scripps-Howard sheet, 
turned it down flat; Hearst’s Sun- 
Tele took it but yanked the copy 
after first edition. Penn theatre and 
M-G exchange hastily changed the 
top line, switched it to one of the 
lines from the picture: ‘There are 
no illegitimate babies, only illegiti- 
mate parents.’ 


supervision does not meet with exhib 
approval. 





More New Drive-Ins 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 
First drive-in in this part of the 
country opened by Paul Wintner gt 
Cleveland last week on site of 
former dog track. Entire proceeds ; 
of inaugural performances turned 





Penn, where film is currently 
playing, pointed out that Scripps | 
papers in other cities took ‘Bad | 
Girls Don’t Have Babies’ copy with- | 
out question; ditto other Hearst | 
sheets and that second Paul Block | 
daily, Toledo ‘Blade,’ accepted it, 
too, while Block’s Pitt. P-G would 
have no part of it. 


over to USO. 





Combo Drive-In and Nitery 
Albany, Aug. 5. 

Fabian plans to build a drive-in, 
along with a night club, at the inter- 
section of the Albany, Schenectady 
and Karner roads. Details of 500- 
automobile theatre and a large, mod- 
ern night club, at a cost of ‘about 
$50,000," announced by Louis R. 
Golding, division manager. 





Now It’s a Jap Cycle 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Twenty-four hours after the Jap- 
anese crisis broke Ellis Levey had a 
22-minute subject entitled ‘America 
Faces Japan’ grinding at his Oakland 
house. Worked all night to edit it 
down from four March of Times, 
using ‘Crisis in the Pacific,” ‘Spoils 
of Conquest,’ ‘Philippines, and 
‘Japan, Master of Orient.’ 

Subject playing Frisco Telenews 
this week and will be distributed in 
this area by the local RKO exchange. | 





Greensboro, N. C., Drive-In 
Greensboro, S. C., Aug. 5. 

Greensboro Drive-In opened July 
24. Equipped to handle 320 cars on 
seven ramps arranged so that any 
car may enter or leave without dis- 
turbing the vision of any other 
group. 

Ed and George Harris, of At- 
lanta, operators of similar theatres 
in Durham and Charlotte, operate 
the theatre. 


Advance Tipoff on Film Yarns in Fan 
Mags Held Injurious to Theatre Trade 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. pressed that advance publication of | 
Coast chain and independent the- | Yarns not only serves to reveal the 
atre operators are bringing pressure | plot but does so in a crude fashion 














~~ | which undermines interest in the | 
to bear on major studio exploitation | forthcoming release. 
heads to stop feeding fictionized film Beef which brought action came 


with subsequent runs 
was asked be- 


in connection 
for which protection 


yarns to fan magazines. It is claimed 


of England, whose voice will be | that advance publication of complete | cause these houses are most vulner-| 
|shortwaved by the British Broad-| stories is affecting subsequent run | able to this form of exploitation 
casting Corp. e by W |houses adversely through beauty | Word-of-mouth following key show- | 
‘ ister’ was made by arner : is : : . - 1 ic- 
Ministe in ddinaton parlor and waiting room circulation, | /"8, added to Agerenngscecn Me o a | 

ss. at its studios > { ’ . ure F ovelty _ 
| Bros. a ai: ae <@. | which takes the edge off coming at- | tures of most of the novelty by the | 
near London. Princess Alice, wife sonsdinad time they reach the second and third 
. 7 , ‘ , | « Uli>. i Y “of i 

of the Earl of Athlone, Governor | ; . | runs, it is claimed. Exhibitors have 
. “oble is receiving sympathetic 

General of Canada, and Prime Problem is receiving sympathetic asked studio and home office execs 


Minister Mackenzie King top the list 
of names who will attend the preem. 
Proceeds of opening performance go 
to Queen’s Canadian Fund. 


Street Bally 





} 

| Fred Astaire and Rita Hayworth 
|repeated one of their dance se- 
'quences from ‘You'll Never Get 


Rich.’ Columbia picture, on the Wil- 
son sign at 46th and Broadway, N.Y., 
Friday (1) night. It’s not the first 
; time that motion picture clips had 
been employed on the giant 4,i104- 
lamp sign, but first instance known 
where a scene from a picture was 
adapted for use in an animated elec- 
tric cartoon. 

Dougias Leigh, creator of sign, in- 
vited the press to view the scene 
from reserved window tables in the 
Automat directly across the street 
i from the Wilson display. 











consideration from Coast publicists, 
the Hays office and homeoffice execs 
in New York. Southern California 
exhibs, who have been complaining 


ae umns of space. 
about story tipoffs via the fan pub- | Mystery stories and others with a 
lications, received word last week | 


. | trick or unusual finale are com-| 
that the Hays office, Paramount, | pletely undone by advance publica- | 


RKO and other studios are in favor | tion though all types of product suf- 
of discontinuing release of complete | ¢., In one instance a circuit pub- 


story material. Protests from Coast licist on the Coast was previewing | 
theatre men, added to those already forthcoming product in a projection | 
received in New York from mid- room and was trying to pick the 
west and eastern operators, was the | criminal in a murder mystery. His 
culminating factor in swinging the! wi¢e kept on telling him he wasn’t | 
decision. even close. This happened on sev- 

It is reported that Paramount has | eral occasions with publicist finally | 
already advised fan magazines that| being wised up to the fact that his) 
no more complete yarns will be! wife got the tipoff from fan mags. 
available for publication. Studio As an alternative to complete fic- | 
publicists have long held the view | tionization it has been suggested that 
that fan writer is not sufficiently | fan publications run screen stories 
skilled to fictionize a valuable screen! only in part without printing the 
property costing hundreds of thou- | ending or otherwise tipping off too! 
sands of dollars. Belief is now ex- | much. 


whether it is worth while to handi- 
cap the bread-and-butter subsequent 
run market for the sake of a few col- 





| account exec at Lord & Thomas, 


| resignation, 


operation of 


Coast’s Insistence on Horne Caused — 


Charlie McCarthy to Resign 20th 


Insistence of Joe Schenck, Darryl 
Zanuck and other studio execs on 
the appointment of Hal Horne to do 
special exploitation for 20th-Fox 
was the spark that brought on the 
resignation Monday (4) of Charles 


| E. McCarthy as director of adver- 


tising and publicity for the company. 
McCarthy objected to the employ- 
ment of Horne to work independ- 
ently of his office and when he ran 


| head on into the studio crowd on the 


issue, he turned in his papers. 

Horne will do special, independent 
exploitation on three pictures, as a 
starter. But this activity may affect 
the entire pub-ad-exploitation staff 
at the home office, as it will prob- 
ably be extended to other big pic- 


tures. ‘A Yank in the R.A.F’ will 
tee off. 
Successors to McCarthy and 


Maurice Bergman, whose resignation 
as advertising director immediately 


| followed that of his boss, have not 


been decided upon. fcCarthy, in 


| deference to request of prez Sidney 


R. Kent, will shelve his desire to 
get out immediately and remain on 
until Sept. 1. 

No successor will be named until 
Kent returns from a vacation at 
Thousand Islands at the end of this 


' month, it was said. Horne has been 


mentioned for the top job, as result 
of McCarthy’s bow-out, but that 
prospect hasn’t been fully discussed 
as yet. It’s understood he wasn’t 
interested in it at first, as he de- 
sires to carry out his idea for the 
indie exploitation service. However, 
it’s a growing possibility now. 
Horne, who resigned recently as 
eastern rep of Walt Disney Produc- 
tions, returned to New York Mon- 
day (4) from the Coast, where he 
discussed his ideas with Schenck, 


Zanuck, Joe Moskowitz, eastern rep 
of the studio, who returned from 
Hollywood at the same time as 


Horne; Harry Brand, director of 
publicity at the studio; Hermann G. 
Place, chairman of the 20th-Fox 
executive committee, and other pro- 
duction execs. 

Convention Entry 


They brought up Horne’s name at 
the time of the Fox convention on 
the Coast about three weeks ago 
and McCarthy came forth with an 
immediate nix. He thought the thing 
had died when suddenly it burst 
forth again over his head. He re- 
fused to compromise, preferring to 
give up the post that he has held for 
the past 10 years and which is said 
to have paid him $600 a week. 

Résignation of Bergman, who went 
to Fox last Dec. 1, after three years 
as head of advertising and publicity 
at Columbia, was a matter of loy- 
alty to the man who had hired him 


‘Mr. McCarthy disapproved of a 
policy,’ Bergman explained to 
Vaniery yesterday (Tuesday), ‘and, 


inasmuch as it was a policy of which 
I myself would have disapproved 
had I been in his shoes, I went right 
along with him. I feel that I would 
not have been happy otherwise.’ 
Bergman’s Background 
McCarthy and Bergman both 
vacation before deciding on 
other posts. Bergman, a former 


will 
any 
film 
de- 
parts Friday (8). 

In a_ statement announcing his 
McCarthy declared: 
‘Certain problems have arisen in the 
the company which, to 
insoluble. Therefore, 


me, appear 


although I have a contract which 
has two more years to run, I asked 
Mr. Kent to relieve me of this ob- 
ligation, as this would appear to be 
best for all concerned Mr. Kent, 
with whom I have been associated 
|for nearly 25 yeai accepted my 
resignation with regret.’ 

As far as is known, Rodney Bush’s 


post as exploitation head of the com- 
pany is not affected by the moves. 
Bush has been out ill since early in 
July. Almost simultaneously with 
his being taken sick work of the de- 
partment was divided. Bush, who 


| had been doing both exploitation and 


publicity, was ordered to devote his 
full time to exploitation and all the 
publicity work was put on the 
shoulders of Earl Wingart, who had 
been handling it under Bush. No 
announcement of the switches was 


| made by the company. 





U MEETING THURS. 


Regular meeting of Universal di- 
rectors is scheduled for tomorrow 
(Thursday). Only routine business 
is scheduled to come before the di- 
rectorate with several U executives 
“ . 
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\V FOR VARIETY 


| , ...the great entertainment diver- 
| sity that 2Oth Century-Fox 


offers you in its great product 
line-up for 1941-42! 


FOR VALUES 


...the obvious boxoffice strength 
and. power in the 2Oth Century- 
Fox stars and titles and stories 


| for 1941-42! 


FOR VIGOR 


... the vigorous showmanship with - | 


which 2Oth Century-Fox gets | 
behind its pictures, promoting 
the Values and the Variety that 
will mean bigger boxoffice than 


ever in 1941-42! 
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release 


SUN VALLEY SEREN 








‘. Darryl F. anniek Production , 








CHARLEY’S AUNT 


starring J ACK BENNY 


WILD GEESE CALLING 


starring HENRY FONDA, JOAN BENNETT 






starring SONJA HENIE and JOHN PAYNE w 
) HIS ORCHESTRA 


= E STARR The Bam - 


STON, ANNE BAXTER, 


TURE with CAROLE LANDIS 


starring WALTER PIDGEON, MAUREEN O’ HARA, ANNA LEB 
¢ . Directed by John Ford 
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16 INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 


*‘VARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE 


8 St. Martin’s Place, 


Trafalgar Square 





Nazis Seen Fomenting Mexican 
Workers’ Strike vs. U. §. Film Cos. 





v 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Motion picture unions have ex- 
tended the strike call against Ameri- 
can companies until Aug. 13 from 
Aug. 10, but little hope is held out 





for averting strike move. American 
film reps aver they are willing to | 
confer but laborites do not favor | 
such confabs. | 

Union spokesmen declare that if 
the strike occurred it would not be 
disastrous to Mexican picture indus- 
try because enough Latin-American 
films are available to keep the cine- 
mas going. Exhibitors, however, are 
frankly worried, discounting the | 
union bragging and saying that 
Mexico cinemas must have American | 
product to keep open. 

The intrigue of Nazism is seen be- 
hind the voting of a strike for Aug 
10 by the national film workers | 
union against the eight major Amer!- 
can film distributors in Mexico. This 
Hitler move, evidence shows, is in- | 
tended to afford yet another wedge | 
in Mexico against the U. S. and, 
democracy by eliminating the most 
important American films, splendid 
vehicles on anti-totalitarian propa- 
ganda. It’s also reported to be a 
desperate attempt to make Mexico 
a wide open field for Nazi, Fascist 
and other undemocratic pix. 


Evidence of this latest Nazi drive 
fs that Hitler agents have pledged 
themselves to certain film Tabor 
leaders to finance the entire strike. 
to the extent of assuring the strikers 
not only full dinner pails but com- 
plete pay, on the basis of their cur- 
rent wages, during the tieup. This; 
is a juicy proposition for the work- | 
ers. The strike pay of their union 
would ordinarily get skimpy plenty 
fast, and under an‘amendment to the 
labor laws, they only receive a per- 
centage of their old salaries during 
the strike. 


Film labor chiefs roundly deny | 
this evidence, but it is learned on 
excellent authority that American 
G-men operating in Mexico have 
straight information to the effect that | 
Nazis are back of this new move to 
block, or at least greatly embarrass 
the American film companies. The, 
U. S. and Mexican secret service | 
operatives, it is understood, are en- 
gaged in running down those who| 
have offered coin to the film work- 
ers’ union chief. Arrests are ex- 
pected soon, for this bribing can be 
considered as sabotage. Those con- | 
victed would probably be deported. 

It does not seem likely that the | 
strike would open up Mexico to Ger- 
man and Italian pix, as some appear 
to be confident that it would. The 
Confederation of Mexican Workers, | 
whicn for long has been Moscow- 
inclined, is the avid enemy of Naz- 
ism and Fascism. It made that plain 
long before the war, and is now} 


more than ever opposed to the doc- | 


trines of Hitler and Mussolini. 
Possible withdrawal from Mexico 
of the Americans, because they are 
wearied of labor troubles that were 
supposed to have been definitely 


ended with the settlement of the}! 


four-months strike against them in 
1935 and 1936, is causing some worry 
in pic labor circles. 

The union leaders assert that, as 
American pix dominate this market 
by about 98%, it is only just that the 
exchange workers get a bigger cut 
in profits. The distributors’ senti- 
ment is that their help is already 
ebout the highest paid in Mexico. 


RED TAPE DELAYS ‘DOE’ 
mS IN FOREIGN MARKET 


Squawks are pouring into Warner 
Bros. homeoffice from nearly every 
foreign country where ‘John Doe’ is 
being readied for release because of 
the red tape involved on every deal 
for this picture. Sales rep for Frank 
Capra’s unit, which made the pic- 
ture, must okay terms, number of 
prints and substantially the advertis- 





ing budget for each country before | 


the film can be shipped out. 
Deal for ‘Doe’ is one of the few 


j 


| pix circulating to comply with the 


| pire, 


| 65 pix, and in view of wartime cir- 





London Exhibs Ask 
Earlier Theatre Hrs. 


London, July 22. 

Following official statement extra 
hour of daylight over normal sum- 
mer time would cease to operate be- 
yond end of this month, London 
exhibs are petitioning license authori- 
ties for new Sunday hours for metro- 
politan cinemas. Permission is being 
sought to open from 3:30 p.m. till 8 
p. m., and that these hours should 
hold indefinitely. West End screen- 
ing times for Sunday are currently 
from 4:30 to 10 p.m, 

Suburban houses are seeking new 
Sabbath times from 3 p.m. to 8:30. 
Exhibs feel the earlier opening is 
more to patrons liking, 


PUSH OUSTER OF 
BRITISH PIX 
IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, July 25. 
British interests are alleging that 
a major circuit exec is moving po- 
litically to have the British quota 
wiped out insofar as this particu- 
lar zone is concerned by intimating 
that there are insufficient British 











15% compulsory British screenings 
as imposed by the late Stevens’ Gov- 
ernment, 

To offset any such move the Brit- 
ish distribs aver that the retention 
of quota in New South Wales is very 
vital because of the increased costs 
of production in England. Assistance 
in the form of a quota, not only in 
N.S.W., but in other parts of the Em- 
therefore becomes more im- 
portant than previously, Britishers 
Say. 

It has been announced that for the 
year ended March 31, ’41, the entire | 
output from British studios totalled 


cumstances this is looked upon as 
a ‘remarkable’ effort. Mention is 
made that although only 42 of these 
pix acted as Renters Quota and 23 
were regi&tered for Exhibitors Quota, 
all 65 pix are eligible for playdates 
under the Act operating in N.S.W., 
and are sufficient to fulfill the 15% 
quota setup as presently operating. 





Lococo Outlines Needs 
For Yankee Pictures To 
Click in the Argentine 








Buenos Aires, July 29. | 

No more picts with phoney Latin 
themes, plenty of sophisticated | 
comedies with name casts and bet- | 
ter Spanish titling, both for the 
marquee and on the screen, are the | 
three points which will do more than | 


|anything else to better sell Holly- | 


wood films to South America, ac- 
cording to Clemente Lococo, biggest | 
exhib in Argentina. Latter not only | 
consumes more American films than | 
| any other country south of the bor- | 
der, but also produces more of its | 
own product that any Spanish | 
source, 

Lococo is particularly able to see | 
both sides because in addition to} 
Owning the first run Opera, Ideal, | 
| Normandie and Suipacha in down- | 
town B. A., he also owns a flock of 
| houses outside and is head man of 
| Empresa Filmadora Argentina 
| (EFA), one of the largest of the Big 
| Five in national production. 


| 
} 





Ary Lima Upped 





Another change in Warner Bros. 
Latin-American setup was revealed 
this week with announcement that 





New 20th-UA House 


Capetown, July 1. 

Another new theatre addition to 
be served by the 20th-Fox, United 
Artists booking combo in South 
Africa, is the 20th Century, Pretoria, 
near here, a_ 1,300-seater which 
opened June 5. 

The Rex, a 450-seater, is due to 
open soon at Greenside, Johannes- 
burg suburb. The Curzon, with 
1,000 seating capacity, is set to open 
late this month or early in August 
at Wynberg, suburb of Capetown. 
United Artists and 20th-Fox also 
have deals whereby their product 
also plays these two houses. 


Shanghai Exhibs Face 
Pix Shortage; Censors 
Nix All War Footage 


Shanghai, July 8. 

Local exhibs are holding back pix 
and extending runs slightly in order 
to overcome a potential famine, 
which is due to shipping shortages 
on the Pacific. With a single ex- 
ception no President liner will ar- 
rive here before Sept. 

All Canadian Pacific boats have 
been off the run for months. 

Police censors viewed 200 features 
during six months of current year, 
banning nine, because of interna- 
tional conditions. War pix are defi- 
nitely out, although Germans and 
British privately screen them. All 
references to war in newsreels also 
cut. . 

Several Marches of Time were cut, 
and ‘Arise My Love,’ censored four 
months ago, was banned for six 
months more. 


BETTE’S ‘LIE,’ $7,500, 
TOP GROSSER IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, July 29 

Personal appeal of Bette Davis 
pushed WB's ‘Great Lie’ into the 
best money division here last week. 
Playing the Ambassador, film drew 
only mixed notices from the metro- 
politan critics but star’s following 
kept them lined up at the boleteria 
putting down the pesos and week 
closed with a very nice $7,500 on mat 
and nite trade only, 

Estimates, at the Rate of 4.19 Pesos 
to the U. S. Dollar 
Ambassador (Lautaret and Ca- 
valo) (1,400; $2, $1.50 m/n) ‘Great 

Lie’ (WB), $7,500. 

Ideal (Lococo) (1,046; $3, $2.50 
m/n) ‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d wk). Weak 
$2,500 on the.second week. First 
week had a fairly good $4,500 and 
drop is blamed more on the pic than 
on Durbin, who rates high here. 

Rex (Lautaret, Cavalo and Cor- 
dero) (3,305; $2, $1.50 m/n) ‘Men of 
Boys Town’ (M-G), $8,800, which is 
nice going although not quite up to 
the Rooney musicals. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,420; $2, 
$1.50 m/n) ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). 
Excellent $5,300 on the second run. 

Monumental (Coll and Di Fiore) 
(1,330; $2, $1.50 m/n) ‘Al Toque del 
Clarin’ (‘At the Sound of the Bugle’) 
(Argentine-Sono Film). Satisfactory 
$3,800 and expected to do better in 
the nabe houses. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,500, $2, $1.50 
m/n) ‘Adam Had Four Sons’ (Col). 
Pretty good $5,800. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavalo) 
(1,863, $2, $1.50 m/n) ‘Keeping Com- 
pany’ (M-G). Very weak $2,000. 

Suipacha, (Lococo) (950; $2, $1.50) 
‘Night Train’ (20th). Off to excel- 
lent notices to draw $2,500 and build- 
ing by word-of-mouth. 














Union’s $98,327 Net 


London, July 22. 
Union Cinemas, Ltd., subsid of 
Associated British Pictures Corp,, 
made a trading profit for year end- 
ing December last of $1,136,456. 
After provisions for taxation and 
reserves, net is $98,328. 











Krier Seeks Passage 


Bob Krier, assistant to Ben Mig- 
gins, 20th-Fox European manager, is 
waiting for a boat at Lisbon to carry 
him back to the U. S., according to 
latest word. 

Krier has been supervising work 
for 20th-Fox in the Portugal and 
Spain markets. 





outside deals Warner Bros. has made} Ary Lima, formerly assistant sales} SHANGHAI BANS STRIPPERS 


in some years. Understood that War- 
ners has an 80-20 deal for the pic- 
ture, the picture company being on | 
the small end. Setup has produced | 
mostly percentage deals with few flat 

rentals, 


| managing director in that country, 


manager in Brazil, had been made 


succeeding Arthur G. Abeles, re- 
signed. 
Warners has opened a new branch 


Shanghai, July 8. 
Invasion of strip-teasers from ex- 
tra-Settlement areas is being com- 
bated by the Shanghai pdlice. 
A recent raid netted’ five, who 





at Monterey, Mexico. 


were jailed for a total of 59 days. 





Argentine Producers Would Interest 
Whitney in Joint Distribution Plan 





> _ 


David Rose Hops Back 
To London Saturday (9) 


David Rose, Paramount’s manager 
in England, arrived in New York 
Monday (4) from the Coast, prepara- 
tory to starting back to London. He 
plans hopping off by Clipper Satur- 
day (9). 


Rose huddled with Y. Frank Free- 
man and Buddy DeSylva relative to 
plans for production in England. 
Understood that he has completed ar- 
rangements for an English star to 
play the title role in ‘Admirable 
Crichton,’ soon to start production in 
Britain, 


PAR GIVING UP 
MARKET IN 
SPAIN 


Fred Lange, Paramount's manager 
for Europe, who arrived in N.Y. last 
week from Lisbon, has nearly com- 
pleted liquidation of Par properties 
and assets in European countries 
from which it was barred by Nazi 
order. Latest country to come un- 


der Lange’s attention is Spain, with 
Par definitely decided to give up all 
attempts to carry on _ operations 
there under the current regime. He 
had been working out of. Lisbon on 
the Spanish liquidation. 

Most other U.S. major companies, 
with properties and elaborate dis- 
tribution setups in Spain, also are 
quitting the Franco-dominated coun- 
try after trying for more than a year 
to obtain reasonable terms under 
which they might remove their rev- 
enues. Franco regime wanted to 
freeze such a large percentage of 
total monies owing American dis- 
tributors (and then only via an in- 
volved arrangement calling for U.S. 
companies to produce in Madrid) 
that they gradually have withdrawn 
from all activity in Spain. 

Lange plans to remain in N.Y. in- 
definitely. He has spent most of his 
time in France, Belgium, Portugal, 
Spain and other European countries 
trying to engineer liquidations since 
Hitler ordered American distribu- 
tors to halt operations in nations he 
controlled. 














Fernando Wagner Set 
For 5th Mex Season 


Mexico City, Aug. 5. 
Fernando Wagner opened the fifth 





consecutive season of his Pan-Amer- | 
rendition of se-| 


ican theatre, the 
lected dramas and comedies in Eng- 
lish, at the Palace of Fine Arts (Na- 
tional theatre) to good response. 
He opened with the Kaufman and 
Hart comedy, ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You.’ The season is to con- 
clude the end of August. 

Wagner’s: veteran players include 
Annelies Morgan, Ray Adams, G. 
Alton Summers and Rickey Austin, 
who are doubling on the semi- 
weekly ‘Pan-American Hour,’ which 
the local municipal government pre- 
sents over radio station XEQ (50,000 
watts). ° 

Wagner imported several players 
for his new season. Newcomers in- 
clude Maria Temple, who played on 
Broadway last year; the Tom Ire- 
lands, of the Cleveland Playhouse; 
Ed Greene, Rilla Cady and Pol Del- 
gado. Wagner is to follow up ‘You’ 
with ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ 





20th Office Burns 


Office of 20th-Fox in Manila, P. I. 
was destroyed by fire last week, ac- 
cording to word received at the N. Y. 
homeoffice. One employee was 
killed in blaze, which resulted in a 
complete loss of company files and 
other property in the structure. 

Arthur Doyle is district manager 
for 20th-Fox in Manila. 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 5. 

Top execs of Argentina’s five lead- 
ing picture producing studios are 
again huddling over the idea of some 
kind of joint distribution plan where- 
by films made here would be dis- 
tributed throughout Latin-America 
and the States by U. S. companies. 

Forthcoming visit of Jock Whit- 
ney, of the Rockefeller Committee, 
to coordinate cultural and economic 
relations with the Ameridan Repub- 
lics has pointed up interest, localites 
believing that, if they have some sort 
of definite proposition to offer, Whit- 
ney may be interested. Argentine 
producers claim that even with pres- 
ent loose system of distribution else- 
where than in Argentina, Chile and 
Uruguay, their pictures are getting 
to be better and better foreign gross- 
ers and they declare thai if Holly- 
wood doesn’t take advantage of the 
opportunity while its ripe, it may 
soon be to late. 

Cash is generally admitted to be 
the stumbling block. Most local pro- 
ducers depend upon retainers and 
outright paid-in-advance purchase to 
obtain funds for production. Despite 
increasing reliability and money 
making possibilities of local produc- 
tions, bank loans to film producers 
here are still rare, with only the 
Nazi banks being really willing to 
put up real coin. Therefore pro- 
ducers with flat pocketbooks but 
good ideas have to resort to every 
means to get pesos, selling distribu- 
tion rights for whole provinces and 
groups of countries as State rights 
have been sold in the U. S. 

Number of American companies 
have expressed willingness to dis- 
tribute Argentines—and Columbia 
and Lumiton are currently mulling 
such a deal—but none were willing 
to put up cash, especially the kind 
demanded. Average local producer, 
some U. S. reps here think, feels the 
Hollywood companies are wallowing 
in money and that they should be 
willing to help subsidize local pro- 
duction. 

Joint distribution—opening the 
way to joint production—would be a 
practical goodwill builder and its on 
these grounds that producers hope 
to interest Whitney. 


LONDON GROUP AIDS ON 
SCRIBE ENTERTAINING 


.London, July 8. 

Committee, to organize entertain- 
ment and get-together for American 
and Dominion scribes in their leisure 
{moments in London, has _ been 
| formed, headed by Hannen Swaffer, 
Quentin Reynolds, Flanagan and 
Allen, Leslie Henson, Henry Horne, 
Arthur Riscoe, Tom Bostock, Wil- 
liam Mollison, Joe Evans and Cyril 
Smith. 

First affair takes place at His 
Majesty’s theatre, July 20, when 
scribes will be introduced to entire 
casts of ‘Up and Doing,’ ‘Shephard’s 
| Poe,’ ‘Black Vanities’ and ‘Lady Be- 
have,’ when they will be entertained 
sper impromptu program, _inter- 














spersed with eats and drinks. 














London in Wartime | 














Phyllis Neilson-Terry doing fire 
watching in the Marylebone London 
area. 





Flanagan and Allen will do a week 
at the Hippodrome, Coventry, giving 
their entire earnings to Coventry 
Hospital appeal fund, for rebuilding 
the hospital which was demolished 
during a blitz. 








George Black, Jr., has been pro- 
moted to lieutenant in the Army. 





Edward Stirling, who used _ to 
operate the only English theatre in 
Paris, has opened at the French In- 
stitute, South Kensington, London, 
where he gives plays in English and 
French. 





Sir John Pratt, who is brother of 
Boris Karloff, has resigned his’ post 
in Ministry of Information. 





Colonel Philip Astley, Deputy 
Director of Army Public Relations 
in Cairo, is ex-husband of Madeleine 
Carroll. They were divorced nearly 
two years ago. 





Bruce Sievier, lyric writer, pro- 





moted Squadron Leader in the RAF. 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Studios are currently swinging into full stride on 
1941-42 product wtth peak of activity likely to be 
reached around the end of the month. All majors 
already have a sizeable portion of nert season’s sched- 
ule well on the woy towards completion, with most 
of the consent decree signatories amply stocked for 
tradeshowings. Total of 48 pictures are now in cut- 
ting rooms of the eight major releasing companies, 
with 58 shooting and 22 ‘including those tradeshown 
comoleted). 

The big push at 20th-Foxr has placed 17 pictures on 
the shooting and cutting lists in addition to five already 
tradeshown, making a total of 22 under way. Metro 
has 12 shooting and three cutting, in addition to three 


! 








completed, while RKO-Radio, having tradeshown the 
first block of five, has five more nearing completion in 
addition to four westerns. 

Paramount, with a complete product setup for 1941- 
42 as yet undetermined, has tradeshown five 
eight more in the cutting stage and seven shooting. 


In releasing 29 pictures (same as last year), the studio | 
schedule is well on the way towards completion, not | 


taking into account the Sherman westerns and Pic- 
ture Corp. of America releases which are still in early 
stages of preparation. Universal is making strong 


headway with one or two of the nine in the cutting! 


rooms awaiting release and seven more shootina. | 
Warners has five coming up for tradeshowing shortl_* 
in addition to one completed and eight shooting. 





Columbia 





Promised Com- Shoot - Now 
41-82 pleted ing Cuiting To go 
ee 48 0 5 7 36 
Westerns ......... 46 0 1 1 14 
ge Sera Brn 4 0 0 0 4 
Metals ....... 68 0 6 x 54 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE MEDICO HITS THE TRAIL, western; prod., 
William Berke; dir.. Lambert Hillyer; no writing 
credits; camera, Benjamin Klinex. Cast: Charles Star- 
rett, Patty McCarthy, Cliff Edwards, Forbes Murray, 
Frank LaRue, Archie Twitchell, Edmund Cpbb (40-41). 


GO WEST YOUNG LADY, musical; prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; camera, Henry Freulich: 
no writing credits. Cast: Penny Singleton, Glenn Ford, 
Ann Miller, Allan Jenkins, Charles Ruggles, Onslow 
Stevens, Edith Meiser, Bob Wills and Texas Cowboys. 


HARMON OF MICHIGAN, drama; prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir.. Charles Barton; no writing credits; 
camera, John Stumar. Cast: Tom Harmon, Anita 
Louise, Oscar O'Shea, Warren Ashe, Larry Parks, For- 
est Evashevski. 

BACHELORS’ BABIES, formerly THE STORK 
PAYS, comedy; prod., Jack Fier; dir., Lew Landers; no 
writing credits; camera, L. W. O’Connell. Cast: Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Rochelle Hudson, Victory Jory, Danny 
—* George McKay, Forest MacMahon, Bobby 

arson. 


TILLIE THE TOILER, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Sidney Salkow; screenplay, Karen Morley 
and Francis Martin; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: Kay 
Harris, William Tracy, Daphne Pollard, George Watts, 
Jack Arnold, Benny Bartlett (40-41). 

KING OF DODGE CITY, western: asso. prod., Leon 
Barsha; dir., Lambert Hillver; orig. screenplay, Gerald 
Geraghty; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliot, 
Tex Ritter, Judith Linden, Dub Taylor, Gus Ashe, Dick 
Anderson, Pierce Lydon. 

TWO LATINS FROM MANHATTAN, formerly 
GIRLS FROM PANAMA, drama; asso. prod., Wallace 
MacDonald; dir.. Charles Barton; orig. screenplay, 
Albert Duffy; camera, John Stumar. Cast: Joan Davis, 
Jinx Falkenburg, Joan Woodbury, Carmen Morales, 
Marquita Bonanova, Don Beddoe, Richard Fiske, Lloyd 
Bridges, John Dilson, Dick Elliott, Tim Ryan, Chuck 
Morrison. 

MYSTERY SHIP, drama; asso. prod., Jack Fier; dir., 
Tew Landers; screenplay, David Silverstein and 
Houston Branch; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Paul 
Kelly, Lola Lane, Larry Parks, Roger Imhoff, Cy 
Kendall, Trevor Bardette, Dick Curtis, Dwight Frye, 
Byron Foulger, John Tyrell (40-41). 

OUR WIFE, comedy: asso. prod. and dir., John Stahl; 


original screenplay, Lillian Day, Lyon Mearson; cam- 
era, Henry Sharpe. Cast: Ruth Hussey, Melvyn 
Douglas, John Hubbard, Charles Coburn, Frank 


Yaconelli (40-41). 


HERE COMES MR. JORDAN, formerly MR. JORDAN 
COMES TO TOWN, formerly HEAVEN CAN WAIT, 
comedy; asso. prod., Everett Riskin; dir., Alexander 
Hall; based on play by Harry Segall; screenplay, Sid- 
ney Buckman, Seton I. Miller; camera, Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Robert Montgomery, Rita Johnson, Claude Rains. 
James Gleason, John Emory, Halliwall Hobbs, Evelyn 
Keyes (40-41). 

LADIES IN RETIREMENT, drama; asso. prod., Les- 
ter Cowan; dir.. Charles Vidor; screenplay, Reginald 
Denham and Garrett Fort; camera, George Barnes. 
Cast: Ida Lupino, Louis Hayward, Elsa Manchester, 
Edith Barrett, Evelyn Keyes, Isobel Elsom. 

THE MEN IN HER LIFE, formerly WOMAN OF DE- 
SIRE, formerly TONIGHT BELONGS TO US, drama: 
prod.-dir., Gregory Ratoff; screenplay, Lady Eleanor 
Mercin-Smith; camera, Arthur Miller and Harry 
Stradling. Cast: Loretta Young, Dean Jagger, Eugenie 
Leontovich, Conrad Veidt, Victor Varconi. 

TEXAS, western: asso. prod., Sam Bischoff: dir., 
George Marshall; story, Michael Blankfort, Lewis Melt- 
zer.; screenplay, Horace McCoy, Michael Blankfort, 
Lewis Meltzer; camera, George Meehan. Cast: William 
Holden, Glenn Ford, Claire Trevor, George Bancroft, 


Edgar Buchanan, Andy Tombes, Edmtnd MacDonald, 
Harrison Green, Merlin Nelson, George Lloyd, Ralph 
Peters, Addison Richards, Don Beddoe (40-41). 
THUNDER OVER THE PRAIRIE, formerly THE 
MEDICO RIDES, western; asso. prod., William Berke: 
dir Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; camera, 


Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Eileen O’Hearn. 


Danny Mummert, Cliff Edwards, Stanley Brown, Ted 
Adams, Dan Curtis, Cal Shrum and his Rangers orch. 
(40-41). 


BLONDE FROM SINGAPORE, drama: asso. prod., 


Jack Fier; dir.. Edward Dmytryk: story, Houston 
Branch; screenplay, George Bricker; camera, Lou 
O'Connell. Cast: Florence Rice, Leif Erickson, Gor- 


don Jones, Don Beddoe, Adele Rowland, Alexander 
Darcy. 


ROARING FRONTIERS, western; asso. prod., Leon 
Barsha:; dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits: cam- 
era, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter. 
Ruth Ford, Bradley Page, Frank Mitchell. 


Columbia Pix in Production 

YOU'LL NEVER GET RICH, com. drama; asso. prod., 
Sam Bischoff; dir., Sidney Lanfield; no writing credits; 
camera, Phil Tannura. Casi: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
abe Martha Tilton, Sunnie O'Dea, Kay St. Germaine 

THREE GIRLS ABOUT TOWN, comedy; prod., Sam 
Bischoff; dir.. Leigh Jason; no writing credits; camera, 
Franz Planer. Cast: Joan Blondell, Janet Blair, John 
Howard. 

YOU BELONG TO ME, comedy; prod.-dir., Wesley 
Ruggles; screenplay, Claude Binyon; camera, Joseph 

alker. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Edgar 








Buchanan, Melville Cooper, Harold Waldridge, Charles 
Arnt. 

THE LAW OF THE WINCHESTER, western; prod., 
Leon Barsha: dir., Wally Fox; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bill Elliott, Tex Ritter, 
Virginia Carpenter, Frank Mitchell, Luana Walters, 
Bud Buster, George Chesboro, Francis Walker. 

DUTCH SHOE MYSTERY, meller; prod., Larry Dar- 
mour; dir., James Hogan; story, Ellery Queen; screen- 
play, Dwight Taylor; camera, James Brown. Cast: 
Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Lindsay, Charley Grapewin, 
James Burke, Mona Barrie, Paul Hurst, Blanche Yurka, 
Tom Dugan, Leon Ames, George Zucco Dennis Moore, 
Charlotte Wynters, Jean Fenwick, Pierre Watkin. 


LONE WOLF DOUBLECROSS, meller; prod., Jack 
Fier; dir.. Edward Dmytryk; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Phil Tannura. Cast: Warren William, Ruth Ford, 
Eric Blore, Thurston Hall, Fred Kelcey, Marlo Dwyer, 
Victor Jory, Victor Kilian. 

ROYAL MOUNTED PATROL, meller; prod., Wm. 
Berke: dir., Lambert Hillyer; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Russell 
Hayden, Wanda McKay, Lloyd Bridges, Don Curtis. 


Metro 
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411-42 pleted ing Cutting To go) 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

LIFE BEGINS FOR ANDY HARDY, comedy; gen. 
office prod.; dir.. George B. Seitz; no writing credits; 
camera, Les White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Lewis Stone, 
Fay Holden, Ann Rutherford, Sara Haden, Ray Mc- 
Donald, Patricia Dane. 


KILDARE, No. 8 (tentative title, MARY NAMES 
THE DAY), drama: gen. office prod.; dir.. Harold 
Bucquet; no writing credits; camera, Sid Wagner. Cast: 
Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore, Laraine Day, Samuel 
Hinds, Emma Dunn, Red Skelton, Fay Holden, Nils 
Asther. 

SMILIN’ THROUGW’ drama (Technicolor), asso. 
prod., Victor Saville; dir., Frank Borzage; orig. by 


Jane Cowl and Jane Murfin; camera, Olive Marsh. 
Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Brian Aherne, Ian Hunter, 
Patrick O’Moore, Jackie Horner, Eric Lonsdale, David 
Clyde. 

Metro Pictures in Production 

THE YEARLING (production suspended until 
spring), drama (Technicolor), asso. prod., Sidney 
Franklin: dir., Victor Fleming; orig. screenplay, Mar- 
jorie Kinan Rawlings; camera, Hal Rosson. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Gene Echman, Ann Revere, Chill Wills, 
Adeline deWalt Reynolds, 

HONKY TONK, drama: asso. prod., Pandro Berman: | 
dir., Jack Conway; no writing credits; camera, Bill 
Daniels. Cast: Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Claire 
Trevor, Marjorie Main, Frank Morgan, Albert Dekker, | 
Rags Ragland, Chill Wills, Henry O'Neill. 

THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, musical: asso. prod., 
Victor Saville: dir.. Roy Del Ruth; no writing credits; 
camera, Kar] Freund. Cast: Nelson Eddy, Rise Stevens, | 
Nigel Bruce, Florence Bates. 

UNTITLED GARBO, drama; prod., Gottfried Rein- 
hardt; dir., George Cukor; no writing credits; camera, 
Joseph Rittenberg. Cast: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Doug- 
las, Ruth Gordon, Robert Sterling. 

MARRIED BACHELOR, comedy; asso. prod., John 
Considine; dir., Eddie Buzzell; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Folsey. Cast: Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, 
Felix Bressart, Lee Bowman, Sam Levene. 

UNTITLED TARZAN, drama; prod., B. T. Fineman; 
dir., Richard Thorpe; no writing credits; camera, Clyde | 
DeVinna. Cast: Johnny Weissmuller, Maureen O’Sul- | 
livan, Philip Dorn, Tom Conway. 

THE NEW YORK STORY, drama; prod., Sam Marx; 
dir., Mervyn LeRoy; camera, George Barnes; no writing | 
credits; Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Edward spite 
Laraine Day, Marsha Hunt. 

WHEN LADIES MEET, drama; co-producing, Robert | 
Z. Leonard and Orville O. Dull; dir., Robert Z. Leonard; 
no writing credits; camera, Robert Planck. Cast: Joan |! 
Crawford, Greer Garson, Robert Taylor, Herbert 
Marshall. 

FEMALE OF THE SPECIES, comedy; prod., Joseph | 
L. Manckiewz; dir., W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits: 








camera, Bill Daniels. Cast: Don Ameche, Rosalind 
Russell, Kay Francis. 
BABES ON BROADWAY, musical: prod., Arthur | 


Freed; dir., Busby Berkeley; no writing credits: camera, | 
Lester White. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, | 
Fay Bainter, Ray MacDonald. 

PANAMA HATTIE, musical; prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir, Norman McLeod; no writing credits; camera 
credits not set. Cast: Ann Sothern, George Murphy, 
Red Skelton, Rags Ragland, Ben Blue. 

H. M. PULHAM, ESQ., drama; dir., King Vidor: 
original story, J. P. Marquand; camera, Ray June. Cast: 
Hedy Lamarr, Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Charles 
Coburn, Van Heflin, Bonita Granville. 

KATHLEEN, drama; prod., George Haight: dir., 
Harold S. Bucquet; original story, Kay Van Riper; 
camera Sid Wagner. Cast: Shirley Temple, Herbert 
Marshall, Laraine Day, Felix Bressart, Gail Patrick. 


Monogram 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
DYNAMITE CANYON, western; prod.-dir., Robert 
Tansey; original story and screenplay, Robert Emmett, 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers Variety presents 


a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
Date of reviews as given tn 


|panies for the current quarterly period 
VARIETY arid the running time of prints are included.) 


M—Metoarama; C—Comedy, CD -Comedy 


Drama; W—Western; D—Drama, RD—Romantic Drama, MU— Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—6/20/41 


Time Out for Rhythm (Col) 5 28 
Hands Across the Rockies (Col) 

The Big Store (M-G) 6/11 

West Point Widow (Par) 6/11 
Reluctant Dragon (RKO) 6/11 
Nevada City (Rep) 7/16 

Man Hunt (20th) 6/11 

San Antonio Rose (U) 6/25 
Passage from Hongkong (WB) 


MU 
w 
Cc 
cD 


w 
D 
MU 
D 


74 


— 


R. Vailee-R. Lane 
Bill Elliot-M. Daily 
Marx Bros.-'t. Martin 
A. Shirley-R. Carison 
Disney Cartoon 

R. Rogers-G. He ves 

J. Bennett-W. Pidgeon 
R. Paige-J. Frazee 

K. Douglas-L. Fairbanks 





WEEK OF RELEASE--6/27/41 


Sweetheart of the Campus (Col) 6/25 





Medico of Painted Springs (Col) 6/25 
Wanderers of the West (Mono) 

They Met in Bombay (M-G) 6/25 
The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 
Jungle Cavaleade (RKO) 7/9 

A -Very Young Lady (20th) 4/30/41 


Poison Pen (Rep) 7/2 


Puddin’ Head (Rep) 17/2 
Kansas Cyclone (Rep) 
Hit the Road (U) 79 


Underground (WB) 6/25 





Prisoner on Devil’s Island (Col) 17/30 
Barnacle Bill (M-G) 7/2 
Murder by Invitation (Mono) 7/30 
Caught in the Draft (Par) 5/28 
Tom, Dick and Harry (RKO) 7/16 
Moon Over Miami (20th) 6/18 
Bachelor Daddy (U) 7/2 

Kisses for Breakfast (WB) 7/23 


MU 





Ww 


eescuozecs 


D 
cD 
D 
Cc 

Cc 
MU 
Cc 

Cc 


64 
59 


92 
84 
76 
80 
66 
30 
62 


95 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/4/41 


70 
90 
67 
82 
85 
$2 
61 
81 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/11/41 


R. Keeler-O. Nelson 
C. Starrett-T. Walker 
T. Keene-B. Miles 

C. Gable-R. Russell 
E. Drew-C. Ruggles 
F. Buck 

J. Withers-N. Kelly 
F. Robson-R. Newton 
J. Canova-F. Lederer 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
G. George-B. MacLane 
J. Lynn-K. Verne 





D. Woods-S. Filers 

W. Beery-V. Weidler 

W. Ford-M. Marsh 

B. Hope-D. Lamour 

G. Rogers-G. Murphy 

D. Ameche-B. Grable 
Baby Sandy-E. FE. Horton 
D. Morgan-J. Wyatt 














Two in a Taxi (Col) 
Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) 
Father Steps Out (Mono) 

Forced Landing (Par) 7/9 

They Meet Again (RKO) 

Gangs of Sonora (Rep) 7/16 
Mountain Moonlight (Rep) 
Accent on Love (20th) 

Hello, Sucker (U) 7/2 

Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) 7 2 





avetczoece 


Q 
= 


62 
95 


63 
56 
61 


60 
94 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18/41__ 


A. Louise-R. Hayden 
R. Young-J. Stewart 
F. Albertson-L. Grey 

R. Arlen-E, Gabor 

J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 

3 Mesquiteers 

Weaver Bros. Elviry 

G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
H. Herbert-T. Brown 

B. Davis-J. Cagney 





Blondie in Society (Col) 17/2 
Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7/9 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 
Arizona Bound (Mono) 

Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6/18 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) 

Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 

Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 

Raiders of the Desert (U) 
Rawhide Rangers (U) 

Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6 30 





77 
59 
104 
98 
73 
60 


50 


P. Singleton-A. Lake 
B. Elliott-l. Meredith 
M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 

J. Wayne-B. Field 

R. Middleton-J. Wyatt 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Cc. Romero-C. Landis 
R. Arlen-A,. Devine 

J. M. Brown 

J. Perry-R. Pryor 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/25/41 





The Officer and the Lady (Col) 7/16 
Blossoms In the Dust (M-G) 6/25 
The Deadly Game (Mono) 

Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 7/9 
Ten Nights in a Bar Room (Rep) 

Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 8/16 














Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7/30 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 7/30 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) 

Fugitive Valley (Mono) 


My Life With Caroline (RKO) 
Rags to Riches (Rep) 
Charley’s Aunt (20th) 7/23 
Cracked Nuts (U) 

Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) 


16 


D 
D 
D 
Cc 
M 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—8/1/41 


w 
Cc 
D 

Ww 

cD 
C 
M 
Cc 
Cc 
cD 


59 
98 


65 
75 


5Y 
95 


83 
78 


80 


R. Hudson-R. Pryor 

G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
J. Lang-C. Farrell 

L. Erroll-K. Howell 

R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
J. Wyman-D. Morgan 


C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
A. Sothern-G, Murphy 
W. Hull-L. Gorcey 

R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
M. Martin-D. Ameche 
R. Colman-A. Lee 

A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Jack Benny 

M. Auer-U. Merkel 

W. Morris-T. Brown 


ooo, 








WEEK OF RELEASE—8 


8/41 











Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 8/6 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) 

Wide Open Town (Par) 7/30 

Six Gun Gold (RKO) 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 
Hold That Ghost (U) 
New Wine (UA) 7/30 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 


7/23 
7/30 


M 
D 
Ww 
w 
Ww 


M 
Cc 


MU 


D 


68 
76 


77 


75 
85 
82 
103 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 


R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 

T. Keene-E, Finley 

W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

T. Holt-L. White 

L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 

Abbott-Costello 

I. Massey-B. Barnes 

E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 


———— 





Tillie the Toiler (Col) 

Medico Hits the Trail (Col) 

Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) 
Ice-Capades (Rep) 

Wild Geese Calling (20th) 7/3 


This Woman Is Mine (U) 
WEEK OF RELEASE—8/22/41 


BSacvatce 


78 


K. Harris-W. 
C. Starrett 
M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
J. Beal-F. Rice 

J. Ellison-D. Lewis 

H. Fonda-J.Bennett 

F. Tone-C. Bruce 


Tracy 





Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 
World Premiere (Par) 
Scattergood Meets Broadway (RKO) 
Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) 

Bad Men of Deadwood (Rep) 


Private Nurse (20th) 17/30 
A Dangerous Game (U) 3/5 
Highway West (WB) 8/6 


Cc 


UzaSetau 





60 
69 
62 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/ 


L. Ayres-L. Day 
J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 
Guy Kibbee 

Gene try 

Roy Rogers 

J. Harwell-B. Joyce 

A. Devine-R. Arlen 

B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 

29/41 


——$—— 





Our Wife (Col) 

When Ladies Meet (M-G) 

Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) 
Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 
Sun Valley Serenade (20th) 1/23 
Lydia (UA) 

Major Barbara (UA) 5/1 

Dive Bomber (WB) 


86 
115 


M. Douglas-R. Hussey 
J. Crawford-R. Taylor 
Range Busters 

D. Lamour-J. Hall 

S. Heine-G. Miller 

M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
W. Hiller-R. Morley 

E. Flynn-F. MacMurray 





SEQUEL TO COME 
Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Ray McCarey’s next directing job 
at 20th-Fox is ‘Between the Devil,’ 
following his current chore as pilot 
of ‘Cadet Girl.’ 

Walter Morosco is producer of the 
‘Devil,’ screenplayed by Harold 
Buchman and Lee Loeb 








MUCH SAFER, TOO 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 


Procedure ig reversed in the pic- 
ture, ‘Tommy in the VJ. S. A.,’ in 
preparation at 20th-Fox fo follow ‘A 
Yank in the R. A. F.’ 

Story is about young Britons who 
come to American airfields for train- 


ing. 
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Biggest newspaper syndicate and radio coverage for any picture in the last eighteen months 
resulted from the sensationally different preview in the Winery of the famous Padre Vineyards 
at San Bernardino! Every big-name Hollywood correspondent wired hundreds of papers about 
a great, great picture—plus details of the time-capsule buried to mark the passing of Hollywood 
’ previews! A headline stunt for a headline attraction headed for headline business at your theatre! 


“A gem so different from the usual Hollywood movie 
that it must delight the soul of audiences. llona Massey 
breathtakingly beautiful. Alan Curtis’ love scenes are 
fine and his portrayal effective. | don't know when | 
enjoyed a picture so much!” 


~-Louella Parsons, International News Service 


“it will attract profitable business in key houses. Music 
lovers will find the picture a melodious treat while gen- 
eral audiences will recognize the high quality of the 


numbers.” —Daily Variety 


“This is a great picture. ‘New Wine’ bids fair to recap- 
ture the popularity of that success, ‘The Great Waltz.’” 


—Film Daily 


“It is a film of rare beauty, both to hear and see, and 
one which affords showmen extraordinary opportunity. 
The film is suitable for any and all occasions in any and 


ali communities. —Motion Picture Daily 


“Entertainment rich in appeal to eye and ear, a tribute 
to the production and ability of William Sekely. A film 
of character and distinction. llona Massey, Alan Curtis 
and Albert Basserman contribute three.performances that 
stamp it with dramatic appeal. United Artists exploitation 
men have been campaigning on behalf of the film in 
advance of release, laying the groundwork upon which 
local campaigns may be developed.” 


—Motion Picture Herald 





“The story isa tender one and has deep human appeal, 
The production values are good and the performances 
are charming. Here is entertainment that will be enjoyed 
heartily. Suitable for all.” 


—Pete Harrison, Harrison’s Reports 


“It achieves a considerable degree of genuine success. 
llona Massey is an extraordinarily charming and beau- 
tiful actress. The music is there—authentic and beautiful.” 


—Hollywood Citizen 


“It departs most gratifyingly from the usual formula, 
Can scarcely fail to meet universal response. Vivid en- 
tertainment which everyone can enjoy. It has heart-warm- 
ing romance. It has humor. It is always completely human 
and the music has been presented superbly. Film builds 
steadily with increasing dramatic power to potent 


climaxes.” ‘Hollywood Reporter 


“A heady draught indeed for musi¢ lovers, Properly 
merchandised it wil be a popular libation among the 
great rank-and-file. A heart-warming romanti¢ story of 
a great love; an alleviating sprinkling of humor; and the 
less tangible but patently influential contributions of 
solid production and superb direction. The cast too will 
prove highly satisfaetory with Ilona Massey and Alan 
Curtis delivering notable performances and a magnifi- 


: A) 
cent bit by Albert Basserman, —Boxoffice 


“Excellently presented musical, It holds together well, 
Sound recording of the musie is one of the best tracks 
heard in many months, Key spots will get profitable re- 


action with proper exploitation.” — Variety 


Sona Masey 
new WIDE 


aLAN CURTIS + pinwié BARNES - atpert BASSERMAN 
JOHN QUALEN + BILLY GILBERT + STERLING HOLLOWAY 


Produced by WILLIAM SEKELY + Directed by REINHOLD SCHUNZEL 
“RELEASED THRU UNITED ARTISTS 





A FEW OF THE HIGHLIGHT BREAKS included 1,400 newspapers 


featuring the wire story from International News Service; Hedda Hopper's coast-to-coast radio 


broadcast telling millions “‘New Wine’ will have you raving!"; full-page picture of the 
Wine Cellar Queen in Life; The Best Publicity Stunt of the Month in Hollywood Reporter! 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 18) 


Jack R. Young. 
Finlay, Slim An- 


Frances Kavanaugh; camera, 
Tom Keene, Sugar Dawn, Evelyn 
drews. 

MOUNTAIN ROUNDUP, western: prod. Geo. W. 
Weeks; dir.. S. Roy Luby; story, William L. Nolte; 
screenplay, Earle Snell, John B. Lahos; camera, Rob- 
ert Clinex. Cast: Ray Corrigan, John King, Max Ter- 
hune, Lita Conway. 

Monogram Pictures in Production 

GENTLEMAN FROM DIXIE, formerly LIL 
LOUISIANA BELLE, drama; prod., Edward Finney; 
dir.. Al Herman; story and screenplay, Fred Mython; 
camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Jack LaRue, Marian 
Marsh, Clarence Muse, Mary Ruth. 

LET’S GO COLLEGIATE, comedy; prod., Lindsley 
Parsons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; story and screenplay, 
Edmond Kelso; camera, Mack Stengler. Cast: Frankie 
Darro. Manton Moreland, Jackie Moran, Keye Luke, 
Gale Storm, Gordon Jones. 

GHOSTS IN THE NIGHT, meller; prod., Sam Katz- 
man; dir., Phil Rosen; original screenplay, Carl Fore- 
man, Charles Marion; camera, Marcel Le Picard. Cast: 
Bela Lugosi, Leo Gorcey, Hunt Hall, Bobby Jordan, 
Dorothy Short, Dave O’Brien. 





Paramount 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
ee. 55s pedenee 29 (?) 5 7 8 9 
H. Sherman...... 9 (9) 0 1 0 8 
Pic. Corp. of Am. 3 (?) 0 0 0 3 
Fleischer .....e0. ‘ os 
THEM sictcicce @ 5 8 8 20 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 
THE GREAT MAN’S LADY, formerly PIONEER 


WOMAN, drama; asso. prod-dir., William A. Well- 
man; screenplay, W. L. River; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea, Brian 


Donlevy, Lloyd Corrigan, Etta McDaniel, Thurston 
Hail, Katherine Stevens, Helen Lynd, Mary Treen, 
Lucien Littlefield, Anna Q. Nilsson. 


NIGHT OF JANUARY 16TH, drama; asso. prod., 
Sol C. Siegel; dir., William Clemens; screenplay, 
Delmar Daves, Robert Pirosh, Eve Greene; camera, 
John Mescall. Cast: Ellen Drew, Robert Preston, Nils 
Asther, Donald Douglas, Roy Gordon, Margaret Hayes, 
Clarence Kolb, Harry Hayden, Edwin Stanley, Paul 
Stanton, Willard Robertson, James Flavin, Georges 
Renavent, Paul Irving, Cecil Kellaway, Jean Phillips, 
Barry A. Bailey, Broderick O'Farrell, J. W. Johnston, 
Jack Richardson, Hayden Stevenson, Alice White, 
Keith Richards, Rod Cameron, George Guhl, Byron 
Foulger, Eric Wilton, Norman Ainsley, Gus Glassmire, 
Sam Ash, Pop Byron. 


SULLIVAN’S TRAVELS, drama; _ asso. _ prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturgess; no writing credits; 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: Joel McCrea, Veronica 
Lake, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Franklin 
Pangborn, Porter Hall, Byron Foulger, Margaret 
Hayes, Torben Meyer, Robert Greig, Eric Blore, Al 
Bridge, Esther Howard, Almira Sessions, Frank Moran, 
George Renevant. 


SKYLARK, comedy; asso. prod.-dir.. Mark Sand- 
rich; screenplay by Allan Scott; adaptation, Z. 
Myers; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Ray Milland, Brian Aherne, Binnie Barnes, Walter 
Abel, Ernest Cossart, Grant Mitchell, Mona Barrie, 
James Rennie, Virgina Sale, Fritz Feld. 


GLAMOUR BOY, comedy; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
gr. Ted Tetzlaff; orig. screenplay, Bradford Ropes, Val 

urton; camera, San Fapp. Cast: Jackie Cooper, 
Susanna Foster, Ann Gillis, Darryl Hickman, Jackie 
Searle, William Wright (40-41). 


SECRETS OF THE WASTELANDS, western; Harry 
Sherman prod.; dir., Derwin Abrahams; screenplay, 
Gerald Geraghty; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Bill 
pore. Brad King, Andy Clyde, Barbara Britton. Doug- 
as Fowley, Keith Richards (40-41). 

ALOMA OF THE SOUTH SEAS Technicolor); 
asso. prod. Monte Bell; dir, Alfred Santell; 
screenplay, Frank Butler, Seena Owen, Lillie Hayward; 
camera, Karl Struss. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Jon Hall, 
Lynn Overman, Rita Shaw, Katherine DeMille, Fritz 
Lieber, William Edmunds, Philip Reed, Noble Johnson, 
Francis MacDonald. 

BIRTH OF THE BLUES, musical; assoc. prod., 
Monte Bell; dir., Victor Schertzinger; screenplay, 
Harry Tugend and Walter DeLeon; camera, William 
Mellor. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Brian Don- 
levy, Carolyn Lee, Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, Jack 
Teagarden orch. 

AMONG THE LIVING, drama; asso. prod., Col- 
— Clark; dir., Stuart Heisler; screenplay, Lester 

ole and Garrett Fort; camera, Theodore Sparkuhl. 
Cast: Albert Dekker, Susan Hayward, Harry Carey, 
Frances Farmer, Gordon Jones, Jean Phillips, Maude 
Eburne, Archie Twitchell, Ernest Whitman, William 
Stack, Ella Neal, Catherine Craig, Eddy Chandler. 

OUTLAWS OF THE DESERT, formerly SHEIK OF 
BUFFALO BUTTE, western; Harry Sherman prod.; 
dir., Howard Bretherton: no writing credits; camera, 
Russell Harlan. Cast: William Body, Bradley King, 
eney Clyde, Jean Phillips, Duncan Renaldo, Mickey 

issa (40-41). 

WORLD PREMIERE, drama; asso. prod. Col- 
bert Clark; dir., Ted Tetzlaff; screenplay, Earl Fel- 
ton; camera, Don Fapp. Cast: John Barrymore, Frances 
Farmer, Ricardo Cortez, Don Castle, Richard Denning, 
Eugene Pallette, Cliff Nazarro, Martha O’Driscoll, Vir- 

inia Dale, Fritz Feld, Luis Alberni, Sig Rumann, Eliza- 

eth Dow, William Wright. 

RIDERS OF THE TIMBERLINE, formerly TIMBER 
WOLVES, western; Harry Sherman production; dir., 
Lesley Selander; no writing credits; camera, Russell 
Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Brad King, Andy Clive, 
Eleanor Stewart, Victor Jory (40-41). 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 
BAHAMA PASSAGE, drama (Technicolor) asso. 
prod.-dir. Edward H. Griffith; screenplay, Vir- 
inia Van Upp; camera, Leo Tover and Allan Davy. 
t: Madeline Carrell, Stirling Hayden, Mary Ander- 
son, Leigh Whipper. 
REAP THE WILD WIND, drama; Cecil B. DeMille 
rod.; asso. prod., William H Pine; dir., Cecil B. De- 
ille; screenplay, Alan Le May, Charles Burnett, Jesse 
Lasky, Jr.; story, Thelma Strabel; camera, Victor Mil- 
ner. Cast: Ray Milland, John Wayne, Paulette Goddard, 
Raymond Massey, Robert Preston, Susan Hayward, 
Lynne Overman, Walter Hampden, Louise Beavers, 
Martha O’Driscoll, Richard Denning, Lane Chandler, 
J. Farrell MacDonald, Joseph Crahan, John St. Polis, 
Tom Tyler, Harry Woods. 


Cast: | ard Blumenthal; dir., Stuart Heisler: 


| 


| Walburn. Maxie Rosenbloom, Frank Albertson, Phyllis 





THE REMARKABLE ANDREW, drama; prod., Rich- 
novelb and screen- 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: 
William Holden, Ellen Drew, Brian Donlevy, Rod | 
Cameron, Richard Webb, Nydia Westman, Spencer 
Charters. Frances Gifford, Porter Hall, Wallis Clark, 
Tom Fadden, Murdock MacQuarrie, Broderick O’Far- 
rell. Bruce Mitchell, Brick Sullivan, James A. Millican, 
Margaret McWade. 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE, musical (Technicolor); 
asso. prod. Harold Wilson; dir., Irving Cummings; 
screenplay, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields; based on 
story by B. G. De Sylva; camera, Harry Hallenberger; 
color camera, Ray Rennahan* Cast: Bob Hope, Victor 
Moore. Zorina. Irene Bordoni, Dona Drake, Raymond 


play, Dalton Trumbo; 


Ruth. Donald MacBride, Andrew Tombes, Charles 
LaTorre, Sam McDaniel, Frances Gifford, Catherine 
Craig, 

SWEATER GIRL, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. 
prod., Joseph Sistrom; dir., William Clemens; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, John Mescall. Cast: Eddie 
Bracken, June Preisser, Betty Jane Rhodes, Phil Terry, 
Nils Asther, Don Castle, William Henry, Ella Neal, 
Kenneth Howell, Johnny Johnston, William Cabanne, 
Freida Inescourt, Charles D. Brown. 

HER JUNGLE MATE, drama; asso. prod., Monta 
Bell: dir., Al Santell: no writing credits; camera, Wil- 
liam Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Richard Denning, 
Helen Gilbert. 


TWILIGHT ON THE TRAIL, western; Harry Sher- 





man production; dir, Howard Bretherton; no writing 
credits: camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, 
Brad King, Andy Clyde, Jack Rockwell, Wanda McKay, 
Norman Willis, Robert Kent, Tom London, Ffank Aus- 
tin, Clem Fuller, Johnny Powers. 

FLY BY NIGHT, drama; asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., Robert Siodmak; no writing credits; camera, John 





Seitz. Cast: Richard Carlson, Nancy Kelly, Albert 
Basserman, Martin Kosleck. 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
POROTES 6ccccces 30 0 1 0 29 
0 ae 32 0 2 1 29 | 
BONGNED 6 coniies See 4 0 0 0 4 
J ee 66 0 8 1 62 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

SUNSET IN WYOMING, formerly UNBER FIESTA 
STARS, western; asso. prod., Harry Grey; dir., William 
Morgan; no writing credits; camera, Reggie Lanning. 
Cast: Gene Autrey, Smiley Burnette, Maris Wrixon, 
George Cleveland, Robert Kent, Sarah Edwards, Dick 
Elliott, Sammy Blystone, Monte Blue, Fred Burns, 
Eddie Dew (40-41). 


ICE-CAPADES, drama; asso. prod., Robert North; 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Dorothy Lewis, James Ellison, Jerry 
Colonna, Vera Vague, Alan Mowbray, Phil Silvers, Gus 
Schilling, Renie Riano, Belita, Vera Hruba, Megan 
Taylor, Red McCarthy, Robin Lee, Phil Taylor (40-41). 

KING OF THE TEXAS RANGERS, serial; asso. 
prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.; dir.. William Whitney and Jack 
English; orig. screenplay by Ronald Davidson, Norman 
S. Hall, William Lively, Joseph O’Donnell, Joseph F. 
Poland; camera, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Sammy Baugh, 
Duncan Renaldo, Neil Hamilton, Pauline Mocre, Monte 
Blue, Josef Forte, Howard Hughes, Bob Barron, Stanley 
Blystone, Roy Barcroft, William Kellogg, Buck Bryant. 

RAGS TO RICHES, drama; prod.-dir., Joseph Kane; 
no writing credits; camera, William Nobles. Cast: Alan 
Baxter, Mary Carlisle, Jerome Cowan, Eddie Acuff, 
Paul Porcasi, Ralfe Harolde, Susanne Kaaren (40-41). 

‘DOCTORS DON’T TELL, drama; prod. Albert J. 
Cohen; dir., Jacques Tourneur; no writing credits; 
camera, Ernest Milles. Cast: John Beal, Florence Rice, 
Gladys Gale, Edward Norris, Bil! Shirley, Grady Sut- 
ton, Douglas Fowley, June Bryde, Ward Bond, How- 


ard Hickman, Betty Blythe, Betty Farrington, Mary 
Currier (40-41). 


Republic Pix in Production 
OF DEADWOOD, western; 





BAD MAN prod.-dir., 


Joseph Kane; no writing credits; camera, Bill Nobles. | 


Cast: Roy Rogers, George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Sally Payne | 
(40-41). 

THREE TEXAS RANGERS, western; prod., Louis 
Gray; dir., Les Orlebeck; no writing credits: camera, | 
Ernie Miller. 
Chuck Morrison, Richard Beach, Lee Shumway, Lois | 
Collier, Tom Chatterton, Joel Fredkin, Peggy Lynn, 
Roy Barcroft, Philip Trent. 

THE PITTSBURGH KID, drama: prod., Armand 
Schaefer; dir., Jack Townley; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Reggie Lanning. Cast: Billy Conn, Jean Parker, 
Veda Anmborg, Don Douglas, Allan Baxter, Ernest 
Whitman, John Kelley, Etta McDaniel. 


APACHE KID, western; prod.-dir.,. George Sherman; 
no writing credits; camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: 
Don Barry, Lynn Merrick, John Elliott, Robert Fiske, 


LeRoy Mason. 
RKO-Radio 








Promised Ceom- Shoot - Now 

41-42 pleted ing Cutting Togo | 

te |. sass ceaiein 24 5 3 1 15 | 
Westerns ......... 6 0 2 2 2 
Se 3 0 0 0 3 
S. Goldwyn....... 3 0 0 1 2 
FS aaa 2 0 0 0 2 
We. Boee@erde.. ...s. 2 0 0 0 2 
Jerrold Brandt.... 3 0 0 0 3 
J. Vetiom...... sane 1 0 0 6 1 
MEE 5, dhocea ees 44 5 5 A 0 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


MY LIFE WITH CAROLINE, comedy; assoc. prod., 
William Hawks; dir., Lewis Milestone; play by George 
Berrand and Louis Verneuil; adaptation by John Van 
Druten; camera, Victor Milper. Cast: Ronald Colman, 
Anna Lee, Charles Winninger, Gilbert Roland, Hugh 
A ee Murray Alper, Matt Moore, Jeanine Crispin 

BEFORE THE FACT, drama: prod. dir., Alfred Hitch- 
cock; from the novel by Frances Iles; camera, Harry 
Stradling. Cast: Cary Grant, Joan Fontaine, Cedric 
Hardwicke, Nigel Bruce, Dame May Whitty, Isabel 
Jeans, Heather Angel, Auriol Lee, 


LADY SCARFACE, drama; asso, prod. Cliff Reid; 
dir.. Frank Woodruff; screenplay, Arnaud d’Usseau, 
Richard Collings; camera, Nick Musucara. Cast: Den- 
nis O'Keefe, Judith Anderson, Frances Neal, Rank 

(Continued on page 22) 


NO SELF-COMPETISH 


WB Cancels Reissues in Deference 
to ‘Dive Bomber’ 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Reissue of its pictures with army 
or navy backgrounds has_ been 
halted by Warners so ‘Dive Bomber,’ 
which premieres Aug. 12 at San 
Diego, can have the right of way 


without competition from the stu- | 


dio’s previous similar-type films. 

Company is after top grosses for 
‘Bomber’ and wants no conflict with 
its own product. 


See Consolidated’s 
Move to Retire Pfd. 
Via Shift in By-Laws 


Recent action of Consolidated Film 
Industries in altering by-laws so 
that the management can buy up its 
preferred stock, even when divi- 
dends are in arrears, is reported as 
the forerunner of a campaign look- 
ing toward the retirement of many 
preferred shares. This will be done 
via the purchase of preference stock 
as a continuous and regular policy. 
Previous to the action, such buy-in 
could not have been made without 
clearing up arrearages. 








With Consolidated buying in pre- | 
ferred shares presently outstanding, | 


management will accomplish two 
things. First, the number of shares 
in the active public market will be 
considerably reduced. Secondly, this 
will enable the management to retire 
a certain proportion of outstanding 
stock without paying dividend ar- 
rearages. 

Gradual buy-up of the preferred 
would make the few remaining 
shares many times more valuable 
than today. Also it would make pos- 
sible for Consolidated to actually 
call in remaining outstanding pre- 
ferred after paying up divvy arrears. 
This would leave only the common 
stock outstanding ard naturally in- 
crease the value of these shares. 


Consolidated, besi.es its labora- 
tory printing work, also is benefiting 
presently from increased earnings 
of Republic Pictures, the film-pro- 
ducing - distributing subsid, and 
Moulded Products, another wholly 
owned subsid. Latter is reputed to 
have a booming busimess partly 
given incentive by the increased use 
of moulded products during defense 
preparations, and additionally by the 
increased vogue of such articles. 


ol Scribes Toil at 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
High literary content, established 
last January, is being maintained on 
the 20th-Fox lot, with 51 writers at 
work on 41 stories. 
Last year the 
scrivening payroll was 41. 




















Amus. Stocks 


ts Continued from page 5 








Cast: Tim Tyler, Rufe Davis, Bob Steele, | vertible preferred to common may 


soon cut the first preferred issue to 
a minor amount and make possible 
higher dividends on the common. 
‘Cause of the bullish sentiment 
towards Par shares is not entirely 
traceable to strong earnings 
first and second preferreds also hit 
new highs last week, the first pre- 
ferred soaring more than five 
points). Additional factors are that 
the funded debt of Paramount has 
been reduced from $52,000,000 to 
$33,000,000 since the new manage- 
ment tock charge about five years 
ago. In the last five years, the 
amount of both preferred 
outstanding has declined 
$32,000,000 to $18,000,000. 


from 
Also it is 


| predicted that this year will be far 


and away the best year Par has ex- 
perienced under the present man- 
agement, with close to $9,000,000 
profit hinted even this early. 
Warners’ giowing financial report 
for the first three quarters of the 
current fiscal year, which showed 
$1.12 on the common and $44.50 on 
each share of preferred, already has 
een reflected by the directorate’s 
action in declaring $2 divvy on the 
preferred. Company’s $4,433,445 net 
operating profit for the 39 weeks of 
the present fiscal year gave hope that 
Warner Bros. common shares earn- 
ings might top $1.40 for the full 
year, a remarkably fine showing. 
Fact that the Warner preferred 
shares also registered new highs for 
1941 last week at $72 revived talk 
that some method might be devised 
to bring into the company treasury 
all or a portion of the preferred 





outstanding. 


average weekly | 


(the | 


shares | 


MORE NEWSREEL 
THEATRE BLDG? 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
Milton Wiesman, of Telenews 
Corp., and Ellis Levey, in charge of 





Frisco and Oakland houses, are 
maintaining silence regarding re- 
ports that Telenews is surveying 


more than a dozen cities with view 
to further expanding the chain. 

Aaron Goldberg’s new Newsreel, 
|Oakland, opens Aug. 15 with a 
KROW se tieup. Miniature deluxe 
reeler, 287 seats, will have a radio 
studio after manner of the Telenews, 
plus a tieup with the Post-Enquirer, 
Original will be a writing room for 
those who would pen letters, a la 
hotels, complete even unto postcards 
bearing picture of the house. In 
addition to daily newscasts, three 
weekly production shows will air via 
KROW from the theatre. Half-hour 
broadcast also has been set for the 
' opening. 

Oakland Telenews, country’s large 
es newsreeler, did better in its sec- 
ond week than in its first but it’s 
still too soon to tell yet if location 
and size can be overcome. 














| WB’s Net 








Centinued from page 5 


ly to cover possible losses in the 
foreign field, although not specified. 

Company noted that realization of 
a tax loss arising from sale of all 
capital stock of, and advances to, 
Brunswick Radio Corp., a subsidiary 
previously consolidated, has reduced 
the estimated normal Federa] income 
taxes for the 39-week period by 
$415,000. While the book value of 
the investment in Brunswick Radio 
Corp. was adjusted each year for the 
losses of this subsid., not all adjust- 
|ments were deductible for Federal 
|income tax purposes. Warner Bros. 
| has offset its loss, resulting from the 
| sale, including a substantial portion 
of the accumulated adjustments re- 
ferred to, against taxable income in 
computing normal Federal income 
tax in this period. 

Warners noted that additional pro- 
vision for contingencies increased 
the reserve in respect to net assets 
of subsidiaries operating in foreign 
territories to $1,250,000. Cash in the 
U. S. on May 31 last totaled $10,284,- 
296 as compared to $10,932,279 on 
March 1, 1941, 








WB ANNUAL EARNINGS, 1930-41 

Net profit. 
BROS oc rurattaeds bean ; $7.074,631 
ae ee gts oak ante ine *7,.918,605 
PE iS Ol eRe *14,095,054 
| SAGE ones 8 ara *6,291,748 
EINES Si ak are leew vie tows *2.530,514 
SES aA Sean ere 2" 674,159 
||. CGRP ART eer iec any aeee tere Te ly iy BB 
| Tan PRR? Cone URC Ue BEN 5,876,183 
EE ae a Pale eels ats 1,929,721 
an a a aa ee ee 1,740,908 
SRE hivcuttawein vis cere. 2,747,472 


(1940 by Quarters) 


Fits? GUArters 2656 sceee $642,129 
Second quarter........ 376,368 
Sha GUATCED. i ic cess 932,216 


Fourth quarter........ 
(1941 by Quarters) 
PiTSt GUAFIEE.... .0cccsc $1,276,316 
Second quarter 1,506,228 
Third quarter 1,650,901 


796,759 





* Deficit. 


Veinte Afios y Una Noche 


| 











(Continued from page 8) 
mother once lived, set the mood, 
which is sustained throughout. She 
| meets the son of a neighboring fam- 
ily, falls in love at first sight, but is 
ordered by her aunt not to see him 
| again because of the family feud. 

The aunt consistently refuses to 
| tell her how her mother died,, and 
| the story builds for climax when the 
| aunt reveals she killed the mother 
in a fit of hate and jealousy as the 
mother was about to elope with the 
boy’s father. Deliberately slow 
rhythm maintained by director Al- 
berto de Zavalia is used to build sus- 
pense. And the drama is such that 
at times it causes the picture to drag. 
Extended sequence in which the girl 
and her aunt are caught in a run- 
away coach, while marked by excel- 
lent trick work, seemed superfluous. 
Occasional comic bits alleviate the 
tension, but dialog often becomes 
overly emphatic and theatrical. 

Settings have been done without 
that eye on the budget, which so 
often marks Argentine production 
and location shots in Cordoba, now 
the favorite locale for Argentine film 
makers, are generally good. Pedro 
Lopez Lagar gives Senorita Garces 
excellent support, although at times 
retaining mannerisms which make 
him appear studied. Photography 
okay and music by Alejandro Gutier- 
rez del Barrio is adequate. Ray. 
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“Most entertaining of all WORLD PREMIERE 


* * & ow 
motion pictures since RADIO CITY 
the first ‘Thin Man’!” 








MUSIC HALL 
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W. R. Frank on Both Sides of Fence 





Now Dieterle’s Production Partner, He Demands % 


a 


Terms—Opposes % as an Exhib 





Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

W. R. Frank, local independent ex- 
hibitor leader and head of one of the 
territory’s largest and most success- 
ful circuits of 16 theatres, is now re- 
garded as ‘almost a Benedict Arnold’ 
by his fellow Northwest Allied mem- 
bers. It’s because he has blossomed 
out as a film producer. Long one of 
the ‘toughest’ and hardest-boiled film 
buyers and severest critics of pro- 


ducers-distributors, always a thorn 


in distributors’ sides and ever in the 
front rank of this territory’s aggres- 
sive exhibitors agitating for trade re- 
forms to bring relief to the indies, 
Frank now is threatened with a dose 
of his own medicine. 

Frank joined forces with William 
Dieterle and Robert J. MacDonald, 
the latter also a Minneapolitan, to 
organize the Dieterle Productions. 
He’s treasurer and one of the prin- 
cipal stockholders. Product will be 
released through RKO. 

First of the company’s offerings, 
‘Here Is a Man,’ formerly titled ‘The 
Devil and Daniel Webster,’ is one of 
RKO’s first groups-of-five under the 
consent decree and was given a trade 
showing here last week. 

What’s hardest for Frank’s erst- 
while pals among the local indie ex- 
hibitors to take is the fact that RKO 
is demanding percentage for ‘Here Is 
a Man.’ As an exhibitor, Frank al- 
ways has been one of the most im- 
placable of the many territory foes 
of percentage. Now, as an exhibitor, 
he’s still agin it, but as a producer 
he’s for it. 

Frank says he expects to con- 
tribute to the new company a typical 
successful independent exhibitor’s 
viewpoint on what the public wants 
in the way of pictures. A close watch 
on the pulse of the boxoffice at his 
theatres, he thinks, will help to guide 
toward successful production. 





Too Many Gov't Agcy. 
Film Shorts Threaten 
To Chitter the Screen 


With numerous Government agen- 
eles including the Navy, Army, Ma- 
rine Corps, Coast Guard, Air Corps, 
Department of Agriculture, 





tion’s screen, red light is up in the 
industry to prevent the screen from 
being cluttered up with material 
that may sour audiences on vital de- 
fense items. 

The film business has its own Na- 
tional Defense organization, with 
Francis Harmon as national coordi- 
nator, and many exhibitors now are 
willing to show only the national 
defense clips which have received 
the seal of the defense committee 
headed by R. B. Wilby. About 10,000 
theatres have agreed to use material 
approved by this committee. 

Because there is an over-supply of 
10-minute shorts coming out just 
now, the recent statement of Will 
Mays regarding the overdoing of 
propaganda on the screen is believed 
as a warning to those interested in 
making national defense subjects. 
Idea of industry experts, and naé- 
urally that of exhibitors, is that de- 
fense subjects can become tiresome 
#@ hammering too much on the same 
subject, if too long or if there are 
too many subjects, no matter how 
short. 





. Nite Baseball Giveaways 
Add to Exhibitors’ Grief 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

As though night baseball in itself 
isn’t enough opposition, Twin City 
theatres now have night baseball 
‘giveaways’ to contend with. 

The St. Paul American Association 
baseball team started it with a Mon- 
day ‘wash night’ at which two hold- 
ers of the lucky numbers receive 
washing machines. Other ‘wash’ and 
gift nights also are planned. 





NO. 2 OLSEN-JOHNSON TEAM 
Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

With an Olsen-Johnson picture, 
*Hellzapoppin’, coming up, Universal 
here is able to boast an Olsen-John- 
son team on its local sales staff. 

They’re Harold Johnson, a veteran 
member, and Clarence K. Oilson, for- 
mer Warner Bros.’ branch manager, 
who just has joined Universal. 


if 








Home | Paramount would wind up the year 


Defense and OPM, crowding to get | with at least $3 per share on the 


their pet defense items on the na- | 















Par’s Statement 


Continued from page 55a 








income was down $92,000 in the sec- 
ond three months and only $66,000 
in the first three. 

While the proceeds from theatre 
dropped, Par’s take from its picture- 
making activities was up, apparently 
reflecting results of economies and 
sweeping exec changes made at the 
studio. It used to be that the the- 
atre-operating subsids of Par carried 
the film company, but the latter is 
now more than standing on its own, 
while the theatre operations, despite 
the decreased take, still showed a 
good profit. Result was a highly sat- 
isfactory second quarter and half- 
year statement. 

Theatre income for the sixmonth 
period was $881,000, against $1,039,- 
000 last year. For the second quar- 
ter it was $231,000, against $323,000 
last year. Revenue in the totaliza- 
tions is given only for the houses in 
which Par is partnered and not for 
those it owns outright. Inasmuch as 
the great majority are in the for- 
mer category, however, it is pretty 
safe to take the figures as an indi- 
cation. of results in the entire cir- 
cuit. 

Paramount earnings for the sec- 
ond quarter were estimated at $1,- 
904,000 after all charges, according to 
statement issued by the company 
last week, as compared with $1,478,- 
000 in the June quarter of last year. 
This is only slightly below the Wall 
Street estimates. Earnings are 
equivalent to 66c on the common as 
compared with 48c a year ago in 
corresponding quarter. 

Earnings are after computing nor- 
mal Federal income taxes at 30%. 

Paramount report shows $4,379,000 
earnings in the first six months of 
present financial] year ending July 
5 last as compared: with $3,084,000 
in the first half last year. No de- 
ductions were made for excess 
profits taxes because estimated that 
none accrued. 


Par estimated the first half earn- 
ings to be equal to $1.56 per com- 
mon share as compared with $1.01 
in the first six months last year. If 
present earnings gait is maintained 





| 
} 
| 
| 





common. 

Paramount Annual Earnings, 1935-40 

SAR er eee ee $3,153,167 

Sens awes sedagesiakesws 3,889,020 

BAAR Caer 6,045,103 

Rss wnsenchtess &0db dbo 2,533,279 ; 
OU icss cae vnkrcivtes 2,737,533 

DR Yeh ices cceeek tens 


7,633,130 
(1939 by Quarters) 


Wiret. GUSSET... 65 ccc $622,000 
Second quarter........ 530,000 
Third quarter......... 333,000 
Fourth quarter........ 1,252,533 


(1940 by Quarters) 


First quarter... . .$1,060,000 
Second quarter.....:.. 1,478,000 
Third quarter......... 1,726,000 
Fourth quarter.... ... 2,823,130 


(1941 by Quarters) 
First quarter.......... $2,475,000 
Second quarter........ 1,904,000 








RAW FILM TAX WILL 
HIT NEWSREELS MOST 


New 10% tax on motion picture 
film stock, which affects principally 
Eastman Kodak and DuPont will 
further increase the cost of every 
film production. While a minor item 
in the overall cost of picture-making 
it will be heavily felt by newsreel 
companies because of the vast quan- 
tities of negative used twice a week. 

Estimated that the 10% levy will 
mean a 7% tilt in cost to all film 
companies for their negative stock. 











H’wood’s Defense Comm. 





Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Change in the makeup but not the 





spirit of Hollywood’s defense cam- 
paign was announced by Y. Frank 
Freeman. New title is the Motion 
Picture Committee Cooperating for 
National Defense. 

New members of the group are 
Arthur Ungar, W. R. Wilkerson and 
Robert Riskin. Idea is to take in 
all activity pertaining to the film 





industry. 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 20) 
Brooks, Mildred Coles, Eric Blore, Lee Bonnell, Marion 
Martin, Horace MacMahon (40-41). 
DUDE COWBOY, western; asso. prod., Bert Gilroy; 
dir., David Howard; screenplay, Morton Grant; camera, 


| Harry Wild. Cast: Tim Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, Eddie 


Dew. ’Lasses White, Ray Whitley, Helen Holmes. 

THE GAY FALCON, formerly MEET THE VIKING, 
formerly THE GAY FALCON, drama; asso. prod., 
Howard Benedict; dir., Irving Reis; orig. by Michael 
Arlen; screenplay, Lynn Rott and Frank Fenton; cam- 
era, Nick Musuraca. Cast: George Sanders, Wendy 
Barrie, Allan Jenkins, Anne Hunter, Gladys Cooper, 
Edward S. Brophy, Arthur Shields, Damian O’Flynn, 
Turhan Bey, Eddie Dunn, Lucile Gleason (40-41). 

LOOK WHO’S LAUGHING, formerly LOOK WHO’S 
TALKING, comedy; asso. prod.-dir., Allan  Dwan; 
screenplay, James V Kern; camera, Frank Redman. 
Cast: Edgar Bergen, ‘Charlie McCarthy,’ Jim Jordan, 
Marion Jordan, Lucille Ball, Lee Bonnell, Dorothy 
Lovett, Harold Peary, Isabel Randolph, Irving Bacon, 
Neil Hamilton (40-41). 


MEXICAN SPITFIRE’S BABY, formerly LORD 
EPPING SEES A GHOST, comedy; asso. prod., Leslie 
Goodwins; dir., Cliff Reid; screenplay, Jerry Cady; 
camera, Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Leon Errol, Lupe 
Velez, Don Woods, ZaSu Pitts, Elizabeth Risdon (40-41), 


SIX GUN GOLD, western; asso. prod., David How- 
ard: dir., Bert Gilroy; orig. story, Tom Gibson; 
screenplay, Norton S. Parker. Cast: Tim Holt, Lee 
‘Lasses’ White, Ray Whitley, Jane Clayton, Fern Em- 
met, Lane Chandler. Davidson Clark. 


THE LITTLE FOXES (Goldwyn) drama; dir., 
William Wyler; screenplay, Lillian Hellman; cam- 
era, Greg Toland. Cast: Bette Davis, Richard Carlson, 
Patricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid, Dan Duryea, 
Charles Dingle, Teresa Wright, Jessie Grayson, John 
Marriott. ; 


WEEKEND FOR THREE, comedy; asso. prod., Tay 
Garnett; dir., Irving Reis; orig. by Budd Schulberg; 
sereenplay, Dorothy Parker and Alan Campbell; cam- 
era, Russell Metty. Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Jane Wyatt, 
Philip Reed, Edward Everett Horton, Franklin Pang- 
born, Marion Martin (40-41). 


UNEXPECTED UNCLE, comedy; asso. prod., Tay 
Garnett; dir., Peter Godfrey; orig. story, Eric Hatch; 
camera, Robert DeGrasse. Cast: Anne Shirley, James 
Craig, Charles Coburn, Astrid Allwyn, Jed Prouty, 
Russell Gleason (40-41). 


RKO Pix Now in Production 


OBLIGING YOUNG LADY, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Richard Wallace; orig. by 
Ferenc Molnar; screenplay, Sam and Bella Spewack. 
Cast: Joan Carroll, Edmond O’Brien, Ruth Warwick, 
Richard Carlson, Franklyn Pangborn, Marjorie Gate- 
son, John Miljan, George Cleveland, Charles Lane, 
Andrew Tombes, Pierre Watkins, Fortunio Bonanova, 
Elmira Sessions (40-41). 

RIDING THE WIND, western; prod., Bert Gilroy; 
dir., Edward Killy; story, Bernard McConville; screen- 
play, Erle Snell, Morton Grant; camera, Harry Wilde. 


Cast: Tim Holt, Mary Douglas, Ray Whitley, Lee 
White. 
PLAYMATES, musical comedy; prod.-dir., David 


Butler; screenplay, James Kern, M. M. Musselman; 
camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: Kay Kyser, John Bar- 
rymore, Lupe Velez, Patsy Kelly, May Robson, Ginny 
Simms. 


SCATTERGOOD MEETS BROADWAY, comedy- 
drama; prod., Jerrold T. Brandt; dir., Christy Cabanne; 
original story, Clarence Buddington Kelland; camera, 
Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Guy Kibbee, William Henry, 
— Coles, Frank Jenks, Joyce Compton, Bradley 

age. 

FOUR JACKS AND A QUEEN, comedy; prod., John 
Twist; dir., Jack Hively; original screenplay, John 
Twist; camera, Russell Metty. Cast: Ray Bolger, Anne 
Shirley, Desi Arnaz, Eddie Foy, Jr., June Havoc, Jack 
Briggs, Jack Durant, William Blees, Lou Holtz, Henry 
Daniell, Fortunio Bonanova. 


LAND OF THE OPEN RANGE, western; prod., Bert 
Gilroy; dir.. Edward Killy; no writing credits; camera, 





Harry Wilde. Cast: Tim Holt, "Lasses White, Ray 

Whitley. 
20th Century-Fox 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 

#72+22 photed ing Cutting To ro 

Features ...cce <<e @ 5 9 6 28 

Westerns ......... 4 0 0 2 2 

PR cit cates 52 5 9 8 30 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

BELLE STARR, drama (Technicolor), asso. prod., 
Kenneth Macgowan; dir., Irving Cummings; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer, Ray Rennahan. 
Cast: Gene Tierney, Randolph Scott, Shepperd Strud- 
wick, Dana Andrews, Louise Beavers, Olin Howland, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Chill Wills, Paul Burns. 

LAST OF THE DUANES, drama; asso. prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; stery by Zane Grey; 
screenplay, Irving Cummings, Jr., and William Con- 
selman, Jr.; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: George 
Montgomery, Lynne Roberts, Eve Arden, Francis Ford, 
George Stone, Joseph Sawyer, Truman Bradley. 


CHARLIE CHAN IN RIO, drama; exec. prod., Sol 
M. Wurtzel; dir., Harry Lachman; screenplay, Sam- 
uel G. Engel and Lester Ziffern; camera, Joseph P. 
MacDonald. Cast: Sidney Toler, Mary Beth Hughes, 
Cobina Wright, Jr.. Ted North, Victory Jory, Harold 
peel Sen Yung, Robert Derr, Jacqueline Dalya, Kay 

inaker, 


A YANK IN THE R.A.F., drama; asso. prod., Lou 
Edelman; dir., Henry King; screenplay, Darrell Ware 
and Karl Tunberg; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Betty Grable, John Sutton, Reginald 
Gardiner, Donald Stuart, John Wilde, Richard Frazer. 


MARRY THE BOSS’ DAUGHTER, comedy; asso. 
prod. Lou Ostrow; dir., Thornton Freland; orig. 
screenplay, Jack Andrews; camera, Charles Clark. 
Cast: Brenda Joyce, Bruce Edwards, George Barbier, 
a Albright, Ludwig Stossel, Bodil Rosing, Frank 
ully. 


RIDERS OF THE PURPLE SAGE, western; prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., James Tingling; orig. by Zane 
Grey; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: George Mont- 
gomery, Mary Howard, Patsy Patterson, Lynn Roberts, 
Jane Richmond, Oscar O’Shea, Leroy Mason, William 
Pagan, Richard Lane, Ethan Laidlaw, Robert Barrat, 
James Gillette. 

WE GO FAST, comedy; asso. prod., Lou Ostrow; dir., 
William McGann; orig. by Douglas Welch; camera, 
Harry Jackson. Cast: Sheila Ryan, Lynn Bari, Alan 
Curtis, Don Forest, Ernest Truex, George Lessey, Tom 








Dugan. 





MAN AT LARGE, meller; asso. prod., Ralph Dietrich; 
dir., Eugene Forde; orig. screenplay, John Larkin; 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Marjorie Weaver, Richard 


Derr, George Reeves, Milton Parsons, Steve Geray, 
20th-Fox Pix in Production 


HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY, drama; Darryl 
F. Zanuck, production; dir.. John Ford; screenplay, 
Philip Dunne: camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Walter 
Pidgeon, Maureen O’Hara, John Loder, Anna Lee, 
Roddy McDowell, Donald Crisp, Sara Allgood, Evan 
S. Evans, James Monks, Patric Knowles, Arthur Shields, 
Richard Frazer, Rhys Williams. 

WEEKEND IN HAVANA, formerly CARIBBEAN 
CRUISE, formerly HONEYMOON IN HAVANA, 
musical (Technicolor); asso. prod., William LeBaron; 
dir. Walter Lang; music, Mack Gordon and Harry 
Warren; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Alice Faye, 
Carmen Miranda, Cesar Romero, John Payne, Cobina 
Wright, Jr., George Barber, Leonid Kinsky. 

HOT SPOT, drama; prod., Milton Sperling; dir., H, 
Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits; camera, Ed- 
ward Cronjager. Cast: Betty Grable, Victor Mature, 
Carole Landis, Laird Cregar. 

DANGEROUS BUT PASSABLE, drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Alfred Werker; no writing credits; 
camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn Bari, John Sut- 
ton, Dan Dailey, Lillian Yarbo. 

SMALL TOWN DEB, drama; prod., Lou Ostrow; dir. 
Harold Schuster; no writing credits; camera, Virgil 
Miller. Cast: Jane Withers, Jane Darwell, Cobina 
Wright, Jr., Bruce Edwards, Katherine Alexander, 
Cecil Kellaway, Buddy Pepper. 

CADET GIRL, drama; prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir. 
Ray McCarey; no writing credits; camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Carole Landis, George Montgomery, 
John Shepperd, William Tracy. 

GREAT GUNS, comedy; prod., Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., 
Monty Banks; no writing credits; camera, Glenn Mac- 
Williams. Cast: Laurel and Hardy, Sheila Ryan, Ed- 
mund MacDonald, Dick Nelson. 

SWAMP WATER, drama; prod., Len Hammond; dir., 
Jean Renoir; screenplay, Dudley Nichols; based on 
novel by Vereen Bell; camera, Lucien Ballard. Cast: 
Walter Huston, Walter Brennan, Dana Andrews, Eu- 
gene Pallette, Virginia Gilmore, John Carradine, Anne 
Baxter, Mary Howard, Guinn Williams, Russell Simp- 
son, Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, Paul Burns. 

CONFIRM OR DENY, drama; asso. prod., Len Ham- 
mond, dir., Fritz Lang; no writing credits; camera, Leon 


Shamroy. Cast: Don Ameche, Joan Bennett, John 
Loder. 
. . 
United Artists 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting Togo 

Pr rr 4 0 1 
OREM .cccccces as a 2 1 1 6 
Po xiessvences 4 0 1 1 2 
0 er sows | @ 0 0 1 8 
Gloria Pics........ 1 1 0 0 0 
BM ccceses caus 1 0 0 0 1 
Lubitsch-Wanger . 1 0 0 0 1 
Loew-Lewin ..... 2 0 0 0 2 
A. Pressburger.... 2 0 0 C 2 
Tr 1 0 0 0 1 
errr 1 0 0 0 1 

WEE 3440644009 36 3 3 3 27 

Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

NEW WINE, musical; asso. prod. Dr. William 


Sekely; dir., Rheinhold Scheunzel; original by Ladis- 
laus Bus-Fekete; camera, John Mescal. Cast: Ilona 
Massey, Binnie Barnes, Alan Curtis, Albert Basser- 
man, Billy Gilbert. 

LYDIA, formerly ILLUSIONS, drama; Alexander 
Korda production; dir., Julian Duvivier; screenplay, 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete; camera, George Barnes. Cast: 
Merle Oberon, Alan Marshall, Joseph Cotten, Hans 
Jaray, George Reeves, Edna May Oliver, John Halli- 
day, Sara Allgood, Billy Roy. 

INTERNATIONAL LADY, formerly G-MEN OF 
SCOTLAND YARD, meller; Edward Small prod.; dir., 
Tim Whalen; screenplay, E. Lloyd Sheldon, Jack de 
Witt, Howard Estabrook; camera, Hal Mohr. Cast: 
Ilona Massey, George Brent, Basil Rathbone, Marjorie 
Gateson, Wyndham Standing, Gene Lockhart, Rita 
Quigley, George Zucco. 


ALL-AMERICAN COED, musical; Hal Roach produc; 
tion; prod-dir., Leroy Prinz, Hal Roach, Jr.; story, Ken- 
neth Higgins; screenplay, Cortland Fitzsimmons, cam- 
era, Bob Pittack. Cast: Frances Langford, Johnny 
Downs, Marjorie Woodworth, Harry Langdon, Noah 
Beery, Jr., Tanner Sisters, Esther Dale, Allan Lane. 

UA Pictures in Production 

MISS POLLY, comedy; Hal Roach production; dir., 
Frank Guiol; story, Ned Seabrook; screenplay, Eugene 
Conrad; camera, Bob Pittack. Cast: ZaSu Pitts, Slim 
Summerville, Elyse nox, Dick Clayton, Brenda 
Forbes, Kathleen Howard, Dink Trout. 

JUNGLE BOOK, drama (Technicolor); prod., Alex- 
ander Korda; dir., Koltan Korda; screenplay, Lawrence 
Stallings; camera, Lee Garmes, Duke Green. Cast: 
Sabu, Jerome Cowan, John Qualen, Rosemarie De- 
Camp, Patricia O’Rourke, Frank Puglia. 

SUNDOWN, drama; Walter Wanger production; dirs., 
Ernst .Lubitsch and Henry Hathaway; screenplay, 
Barre Lyndon and Sheridan Gibney. Cast: Bruce 


| Cabot, Gene Tierney, George Sanders, Joseph Calleia, 


Carl Esmond, Reginald Gardiner. 


Universal 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
Features ......... 44 0 7 9 28 
Carillo-Devine- 

a ee. | 0 0 6 7 
Westerms ... vcccce 7 0 0 0 7 
Frank Lloyd...... 3 0 9 0 3 
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I 5 i eK, 65 0 7 9 49 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


SEALED LIPS, formerly BEYOND THE LAW, 
drama; asso. prod., Jack Barnhard; dir., George Wag- 
gner, orig. screenplay, George Waggner; camera, Stan- 
ley Cortez. Cast: William Gargan, John Litel, June 
Clyde, Anne Nagel, Mary Gordon. Addison Richards, 
a Hart, Charles Sherlock, Chuck Morrison, Russell 

icks. 


BURMA CONVOY, formerly HALF WAY TO 
SHANGHAI, drama; asso. prod., Marshall Grant; dir., 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Inside Stuff —Pictures 


First run film houses in Los Angeles are cutting down on advertising | 
space in the L. A. Times because of two of the newspaper’s columnists. 
Paramount whittled its ad from 40 to 14 inches following Jimmie Fidler’s 
eolumn which proposed that all theatre admissions be reduced to 25c or 
less. Metro withdrew its appropriation for Times advertisements of its 
first run pictures in local theatres because of the weekly comments of 
Richard Griffith, New York correspondent of the Times, panning pictures 
which had been favorably reviewed by local Times writers. Following 
Griffith's remarks on ‘Blossoms in the Dust,’ Louis B. Mayer gave orders 
that the Times get no more of Metro’s first-run ad appropriations, al- 
though two other morning papers were allotted their full quota. Fidler’s 
attack on admission prices drew protests from the local theatre managers 
association, which takes in Fox-West Coast, Warners and RKO-Pantages. 
They declare the columnist’s utterances are harmful to the film industry. 











Because about 50% of Keith-Albee-Orpheum had not been obtained by 
RKO up until July 31, expiration date of original offer, under its offer to 
buy the outstanding minority interest in K-A-O common, RKO last Friday 
(1) extended the offer to purchase until Aug. 15. Offer had been made 
_ buy the K-A-O common at $5 per share, having been made early in 

uly, 

RKO statement in extending the offer pointed out that approximately 
half of the K-A-O common held by the public at the time such offer was 
made has been acquired by the parent company. At the same time, it 
again was pointed out that some years ago holders of the minity interest 
in the common of K-A-O were entitled to exchange their stock share for 
share for the common capital shares of the predecessor of the present 
RKO company, but that such exchange no longer is available since the 
offer had been made by the predecessor corporation. 





Although conceding the excellence of Metro’s ‘Blossoms in the Dust’ as 
a picture, localites think it has done Milwaukee dirt, and Larry Lawrence, 
editor of the Milwaukee Journal Green Sheet, in a signed story bemoans 
the fact that Green Bay, Wis., is getting a lot of publicity that rightfully 
should go to this beer town—all because the boys who doped out the 
scenario took a few liberties with historic truth. Miss Edna Kahly Glad- 
ney, fhe heroine, in the picture is born in Green Bay where some of the 
dramatic scenes take place whereas, according to her own tell, she was 
never in that town in her life and really was born in Milwaukee, living 
here until 16 years old. Green Bay cops the publicity and Milwaukee gets 
nothing, hence the squawk. 





To get an audience reaction to his forthcoming picture, ‘Three Sheets to 
i} the Wind,’ Tay Garnett staged it before an invited attendance of 600 in 
| | the CBS studio, meanwhile recording the piece on wax for possible radio 
sale. Cast in the radio tryout, headed by Brian Donlevy and Helga Moray, 
are the same actors who will appear in the picture, to be filmed by Garnett 
independently. Story is backgrounded by shots he made on a world yacht- 
ing cruise two years ago. 





Republic, not a member of the Producers Association, is getting the 
overflow of studio visitors, barred by the major studios. Valley studio is 
hand-shaking about 500 tourists a day and building up a friendly follow- 
ing in the east and midwest. Lot is also filled with visiting newspaper- 
men, who are not barred by the other studios but are grabbing off photo- 
graphs and news items for the home town papers, 





Sammy Kaye walked out of the Chicago theatre, Chicago, two weeks 
ago with $10,071 as his end of the $45,142 business done by the theatre 
that week with ‘Moon Over Miami’ (20th) hooked up with his band. Kaye 
was booked into the theatre on a guarantee of $6,500 and a 50% split over 
vy | a gross of $40,000. Band is current at the Riverside, Milwaukee. 





Insiders seeing RKO’s ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ are amused by an ex- 
VarieTY man calling to his mate. Pic was produced by Bob Sisk, former 
staffer on the sheet, who, in one sequence, has Ginger Rogers’ character 
mother reminiscing on old boy friends and remarking: ‘Remember Joe— 
Joe Bigelow.’ Joe Bigelow, now a radio writer, was for a number of 
years a sidekick of Sisk’s on Vanriery. 


ti enn ee 





Biggest tieup to date between radio and films is the deal closed by 
Jerry Brandt for his ‘Scattergood Baines’ pictures with William Wrigley, 
Jr., whereby the Chicle company plugs the film on all its airshows. 
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Advance Production Chart 
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Noel Smith; screenplay, Stanley Rubin and Roy Chans- 
lor; camera, John Boyle. Cast: Charles Bickford, 
Evelyn Ankers, Frank Albertson, Cecil Kellaway, Tru- 
man Bradley, Willie Fung, Viola Vaughn, Keye Luke, 
Len Christy, Dorothy Vaughn, Grace Lem. 


JAILHOUSE BLUES, formerly BIG HOUSE BLUES, 
formerly RHAPSODY IN_ STRIPES, comedy- 
drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir. Albert Ss. 
Rogell; no writing credits; camera, Elwood Bredell. 
Cast: Anne Gwynne, Nat Pendleton, Robert Paige, 
Elizabeth Risdon, John Kelly, Charles Sullivan. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod. dir. Gregory LaCava; screenplay, Eugene 
Thackery; camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: Irene 
Dunne, Robert Montgomery, Preston Foster, Eugene 
Pallette, Esther Dale, Walter Catlett, June Clyde, Dick 
Foran, Samuel S. Hinds, Kathryn Adams, Hugh Beau- 
mont, Virginia Brissac, Mary Jo Ellis, Rev. Neal Dodd, 
Hope Landin, Frank Shannon, Thomas Ross, Phyllis 
Barry, Richard Davies, Virginia Engels, Beatrice Rob- 
erts, Chester Clute, John Sheehan, Matt McHugh, Fred 
Santley, Dorothy Granger, Grace Stafford, Phyllis 
Kennedy, Jack Voglin, Eddie Fetherston, Paul Fix, 
Dora Clemant, Reed Hadley, Boyd Irwin, Frank Cogh- 
lan, Jr., Hillary Brooke, Lester Dorr, Grace Hayle, 
Dorothy Vaughan. 


SWING IT SOLDIER, formerly RADIO REVELS 
OF 1942, musical; asso. prod., Joseph G. Sanford; dir., 
Harold Young; no writing credits; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Ken Murray, Frances Langford, Don 
Wilson, Skinnay Ennis and orch, Susan Miller, Senor 
Lee, Lewis Howard, Iris Adrian, Tom Dugan, Blanche 
Stewart, Elvina Allman, Hanley Stafford, Peter Sul- 
livan, Six Sweethearts. 


FLYING CADETS, .drama; asso. prod, Paul 
Malvern; dir., Erle Kenton; no writing credits; 
camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Edmund Lowe, William 
Gargan, Peggy Moran, Frank Albertson, Frank 
Thomas, Roy Harris, Charles Williams. 


SING ANOTHER CHORUS, formerly MAID IN 
MANHATTAN, formerly SING ANOTHER CHORUS, 
comedy-drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; dir. 
Charles Lamont; screenplay, Marion Orth, Paul 
Gerard Smith and Brenda Weisberg; camera, Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Johnny Downs, Jane Frazee, Mischa Auer, 
Walter Catlett, Sunnie O’Dea, Iris Adrian, George 
Barbier, Nell O’Day, Joe Brown, Jr., Rosario and 
Antonio, Ronald Peters, Ed Kane, Greta Grandstedt, 
Ann Duran. 

MOB TOWN, drama; asso. prod. Ken Gold- 
smith; dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, 
Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran, Anne Gwynne, 
Dead End Kids, William Wright, Claire Whitney, Eva 
Quig, Dorothy Vaughan. 

TERROR OF THE ISLANDS, meller; asso. prod., 
Paul Malvern, dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; 
camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Una Merkel, Nat Pendleton 
Claire Dodd, Richard Davies, John Eldredge, Lionel 
Atwill, Noble Johnson, Rosina Galli, Al Kikume. 


THIS WOMAN IS MINE, formerly I JAMES LEWIS, 
drama; prod.-dir, Frank Lloyd; no writing cred- 
its; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Franchot Tone, 
Walter Brennan, John Carroll, Carol Bruce, Nigel 
Bruce, Leo G. Carroll, Roger Imhof, Paul Hurst, Frank 
Conroy, Ray Beltram, Morris Ankrum, Lewis Mercier, 
Philip Charbert, Jerome DeMiccio, Walter McGrill, 
Dale Van Sickle, George Brogerman, Jerry Frank 
(40-41). 

HIT THE ROAD, drama; asso. prod., Ken Goldsmith; 
dir., Joe May; story, Robert Lee Johnson; screenplay, 
Robert Lee Johnson, Brenda Weisberg; camera, Jerome 
Ash. Cast: Gladys George, Barton MacLane, Billy 
Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard Punsley, 
Evelyn Ankers, Charles Lang, Shemp Howard, Bobs 
Watson, Hally Chester, Walter Kingsford, Eily Malyon, 
Edward Pawley, John Harmon, Less Lee Brooks, 
Charlie Moore, Kernan Cripps, George Sparks (40-41). 


ARIZONA CYCLONE, western; asso. prod., Will 
Cowan; dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Nell O’Day, Beatrice Roberts, Herbert Rawlin- 
son, Dick Curtis, Robert Strange, Glenn Strange, The 
Notables, Buck Moulton, Carl Sepulveda (40-41), 


BOMBAY CLIPPER, drama; asso. prod., Marshall 
Grant; dir., John Rawlins; no writing credits; camera, 
Stanley Cortez. Cast: William Gargan, Irene Hervey, 
Charles Lang, Maria Montez, Mary Gordon, Lloyd 
Corrigan, Wade Boteler, Richard Davies, Turhan Bey, 
Truman Bradley, Roy Harris, Billy Wayne, Warren 
Ashe, Peter Lynn, Pat O’Malley (40-41). 
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Universal Pix Now in Production 


RIDE ’EM COWBOY, comedy; asso. prod. Alex 
Gottlieb; dir., Arthur Lubin; no writing credits; cam- 
era, John Boyle. Cast: Abbott and Costello, the Merry 
Macs, Dick Foran, Johnny Mack Brown, Anne Gwynne, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Samuel S. Hinds, Charles Lane, Wade 
Boteler, Harold Daniels. 


BADLANDS OF DAKOTA, feature western; asso. 
prod., George Waggoner; dir., Alfred E. Green; no 
writing credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Robert 
Stack, Ann Rutherford, Richard Dix, Frances. Farmer, 
| Brod Crawford, Hugh Herbert, Andy Devine, Fuzzy 
| Knight, Lon Chaney, Jr., Addison Richards, Carleton 
| Young, The Jesters. 
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THE GREAT MAN, formerly NEVER GIVE A 
SUCKER AN EVEN BREAK, comedy; dir., Edward 
Cline; no writing credits; camera, Charles Van Enger. 
Cast: W. C. Fields, Gloria Jean, Butch and Buddy, 
Beatrice Roberts. 

APPOINTMENT FOR LOVE, drama; prod., Bruce 
Manning; dir., William Seiter; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Joe Valentine. Cast: Charles Boyer, Margaret 
Sullavan, Reginald Denny, Virginia Brissac, Mary Gor- 
don, Charles Ray, J. M. Kerrigan, Doris Lloyd, Cecil 
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New Schiner 


Akron, Aug. 5. 
Contract for new 1,400-seat Schine, 
Ashland, O., awarded Knowlton 
Construction Co. Work gets under 
way within few weeks, according to 
Wilbur Eckard, Schine manager at 
Ashland. 
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Kellaway, Romaine Callender, Lilyan Irene, Roman 
Bohnen., 

SAN ANTONIO ROSE, drama; asso. _ prod., 
Ken Goldsmith; dir.. Charles Lamont; no writing 
credits; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Robert Paige, 
Jane Frazee, The Merry Macs, Eve Arden, Shemp 
Howard, Lon Chaney, Jr., Louis DaPron, Roy Harris, 
Charles Long. 

ALMOST AN ANGEL, drama; asso. prod. 
Joseph Pasternak; dir., Henry Koster; no writing 
credits; camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Deanna Durbin, 
Charles Laughton, Robert Cummings, Margaret Tal- 
lichet, Guy Kibbee, Leonard Elliott, Irving Bacon, Gus 
Schilling. 

THE AMERICANOS, western; asso. prod.; Ben Pivar; 
dir., William Nigh; no writing credits; camera, John 
Boyle. Cast: Dick Foran, Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, 
Marcia Ralston, Ann Doran, Antonio Moreno, Francis 
McDonald, James Seay, Nester Paiva, Leyland Hodg- 
son, Guy Usher, Tony Paton, Stanley Price, Beatrice 
Roberts, Carmela Cansino, Wade Boteler (40-41). 
HELLZAPOPPIN, comedy; prod., Jules Levey; dir., 
Henry C. Potter; no writing credits; camera, Elwood 








Bredell. Cast: Olsen and Johnson, Martha Raye, Jane 
Frazee, Mischa Auer, Katherine Johnson, 


Warners 


Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
nets pleted ing Cutting To co 





DAS skciventes SEA? 1 8 5 34 
Lasky accccccccee I 0 0 0 1 
Oe 49 1 8 5 35 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


HIGHWAY WEST, drama; asso. prod. Edmund 
Grainger; dir., William McGann; screenplay, Charles 
Kenyon, Allen Rivkin and Kennett Gamuet, camera, 
Ted McCord. Cast: Brenda Marshall, Arthur Kennedy, 
Olympe Bradna, William Lundigan, Slim Summerville, 
Willie Best, Dorothy Tree, Frank Wilcox (40-41). 


DIVE BOMBER, drama (In Technicolor); asso. prod., 
Robert Lord; dir., Michael Curtiz; story by Com. Frank 
Wead; screenplay, Com. Frank Wead and Robert Buck- 
ner; camera, Bert Glennon and Wenton Hock. Cast; 
Errol Flynn, Fred MacMurray, Ralph Bellamy, Regis 
Toomey, Robert Armstrong, Louis Jean Heydt, Cliff 
Nazarro, Craig Stephens, Garet Craig, James Anderson 
(40-41), 


FLIGHT PATROL, drama; assoc. prod., Edmund 
Grainger; dir., Lothar Mendes; screenplay, Leonard 
Hoffman and Barry Trivers; camera, James Van Trees, 
Cast: Ronald Reagan, James Stephenson, William Lune 
digan, Olympe Bradna, Eddie Foy. Jr., Reginaid Denny, 
Charles Irwin, Crauford Kent (40-41). 


BULLETS FOR O’HARA, drama; asso. prod., William 
Jacobs; dir., William K. Howard; orig. by Abem Finkel 
and Harold Buckley; screenplay, Raymond Schrock, 
Cast: Joan Perry, Roger Pryor, Anthony Quinn, Dick 
Purcell, Maris Wrixson, Richard Ainsley, Roland Drew, 
Joe King, Joan Winfield, DeWolf Hopper, Sidney 
Bracy, Victor Zimmerman, Kenneth Harlan, Frank 
Mayo, Hank Mann, Jack Mower, Lea Baird (40-41). 


NAVY BLUES, drama; asso. prod., Jerry Wald 
and Jack Saper; dir., Lloyd Bacon; orig, Sam 
Perrin and Arthur T. Horman; screenplay, Jerry Wald 
and Richard Macauley; camera, Tony Gaudio. Cast! 
Ann Sheridan, Jack Oakie, Martha Raye, Eddie Albert, 
Jack Haley, Jack Carson, Jack Gleason, Frank Orth, 
Edward Gargan, Tom Dugan, Maris Wrixson, Jean 
Ames, Mary Brodel. 


THE SMILING GHOST, drama; asso. prod, 
Edmund Grainger; dir., Lew Seiler; screenplay, Ken 
Gamet and Wilbur M. Beatty; camera, Arthur Todd, 
Cast: Wayne Morris, Brenda Marshall, David Bruce, 
Richard Ainley, Willie Best, Helen Westley, Lee Pat- 
rick, Alan Hale, Alexis Smith, Roland Drew, Charles 
Halton. 


LAW OF THE TROPICS, formerly KING RUBBER, 
drama; asso. prod. Ben Stoloff; dir., Ray Ene 
right; orig. screenplay, Barry Trivers; camera, Sid 
Hickox. East: Jeffrey Lynn, Constance Bennett, Mona 
Maris, Regis Toomey, Roland Drew, Hobart Bosworth, 
Frank Puglia. 


NINE LIVES ARE NOT ENOUGH,  mellerj 
asso. prod., William Jacobs; dir., A. Edward Suthere- 
land; screenplay, Fred Niblo, Jr.; camera, Ted McCord. 
Cast: Ronald Regan, Joan Perry, Howard da Silva 
Peter Whitney, Faye Emerson, Charles Drake, Jame$ 
Gleason, Edward Brophy, Cliff Clark, Billy Dawson 
Tom Stevenson, Vera Lewis, Walter Soderling, Be! 
Weldon, Paul Phillips, Howard Hickman, Olaf Hytten, 
Eddie Chandler, John Maxwell. 


THE MALTESE FALCON, drama; asso. prod, 
Henry Blanke; dir., John Huston; screenplay by John 
Huston; camera, Arthur Edeson. Cast: Humphrey 
Bogart, Mary Astor, Gladys George, Peter Lorre, Lee 
Patrick, Barton MacLane, Ward Bond, Sidney Gransted, 
Jerome Cowan. James Burke. 


Warner Pix in Production 


NEW ORLEANS’ BLUES, musical-drama; asso, 
prod., Henry Blanke; dir., Anatole Litvak; screene 
play, Edwin Gilbert, Robert Rossen, Harold Arlen 
Johnny Mercer; play by Edwin Gilbert; camera, Ernest 
Heller. Cast: Priscilla Lane, Richard Whorf, Betty 
Field, Lloyd Nolan, Jack Carson, Peter Whitney, Wally 
Ford, Billy Halop, Elia Razita, Joyce Compton, George 
Lloyd, Charles Wilson, Herbert Hayworth, William 
Gillispie, Matt McHugh, Ann Edmunds. 


ONE FOOT IN HEAVEN, drama; asso. prod., 
Robert Lord; dir., Irving Rapper; screenplay, Casey 
Robinson, Abem Finkel, Harry Chandlee, Ralph Block; 
camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Fredric March, Martha 
Scott, Elisabeth Fraser, Carlotta Jelm, Frankie Thomas, 
Casey Johnson, Ernest Cossart, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Roscoe Ates, Fred Kelsey, Hobart Bosworth, Olin 
Howland, Leah Baird, Gene Lockhart, Paula Trueman, 
Clara Blandick. 


THEY DIED WITH THEIR BOOTS ON, drama; 
prod., Robert Fellowes; dir., Raoul Walsh; screenplay, 
Aneas MacKenzie, Wally Klein; camera, Bert Glennon. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Haviland, Arthur Ken- 
nedy, Stanley Ridges, John Litel, G. P. Huntley, Jr., 
Gene Lockhart, Anthony Quinn, Sidney Greenstreet, 
Regis Toomey, Frank Wilcox, Ward Bond, Walter 
Hampden, Charles Grapewin, Anna Q. Nilsson, Selmer 
Jackson, DeWolf Hopper, Jr., Hattie McDaniel, Frank 
Orth, Hobart Bosworth, Virginia Sale, Renee Riano, 
Willie Best, Spencer Charters. 


CAPTAINS OF THE CLOUDS, drama (Technicolor); 
prod., William Cagney; dir., Michael Curtiz; story, Ar- 
thur Horman; screenplay, Arthur Horman, Norman 
Reilly Paine, Flight-Lieut. Owen Cathcart-Jones; cam- 
era, Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Dennis Morgan, 
George Tobias, Alan Hale, Russell Arms, Clem 
Bevins, Roland Drew, Michael Ames, Byron Barr. 


KINGS ROW, drama; prod., David Lewis; dir., Sam 
Wood; based on novel by Henry Bellamann; screen- 
lay, Casey Robinson; camera, James Wong Howe. 
ast: Ann Sheridan, Robert Cummings, Ronald Reagan, 
Nancy Coleman, James Stephenson, Judith Anderson, 
Charles Coburn, Harry Davenport, Kaaren Verne, 
Maria Ouspenskaya, Ernest Cossart, Ludwig Stossel, 
Hattie McDaniel, Pat Moriarity, Ika Gruning, Scottie 
Beckett, Douglas Wheatcroft, Mary Thomas. 


MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER, comedy; asso. 
prods., Jerry Wald, Jack Saper; dir., William Keighley; 
screenplay, Philip and Julies Epstein; based on play 
by Geo. S. Kaufman and Moss Hart; camera, Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Betty Davis, Ann Sheridan, Monty 
Woolley, Billie Burke, Richard Travis, Grant Mitchell, 
Elisabeth Fraser, Harry Lewis, Mary Wickes, George 
Barbier, Reginald Gardiner, Jimmy Durante, Laura 
Hope Crews, Chéster Clute, Charles Drake, Frank 
Coughlin, Jr. 


ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT, meller; asso. prod., 
Jerry Wald; dir., Vincent Sherman; original screen- 
play, Leonard Q. Ross, Leonard Spigelgass; camera, 
Sid Hickox. Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Judith Anderson, 
Frank McHugh, Peter Lorre. 
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- THREE WEBS MEET FLY AGAIN 





+ —_ 


Fight Radio Tax Sock in Senate 





Washington, Aug. 5. 


Radio withheld its fire Monday (4) permitting the House of Repre- 
sentatives virtually by default to enact levies on annual advertising 


billing graduated from 5% 


to 15%. 


Radio is keeping its powder dry 


for an assault via the Senate Finance Committee. 
National Association of Broadcasters has its fingers crossed but 


thinks outlook is at least hopeful. 





Playlets as Summer Substitutions 
Prove Disappointing to Advertisers 





With the exception of Lord & 
Thomas the advertising agencies 
which turned to script shows this 
geason for summer fill-ins on night- 
time schedules admit that the ex- 
periment hasn’t turned out so well, 
Most of the agencies involved have 
come around to the point of view 
expressed by vaudeville men when 
that medium of entertainment was 
at its height that people in the warm 
months weren't inclined to favor 
sketches whether dramatie or light 
eomedy. 


Much of the booking of sketches 
as pinchhitters resulted from a lack 
of available musical material due to 
the ASCAP situation. With the quiz 
cycle pretty well shot, the agencies 
would have preferred to resort to 
their old summer formula, orchestras 
and singers doing light familiar 
American music, but the continued 
impasse between NBC and CBS and 
the performance rights Society made 
this impossible. Agency quarters 
foresee such fare the prevailing pre- 
scription for the summer of 1942, un- 
less some freak type of entertain- 
ment, like the quiz, comes to the fore 
meanwhile. 


Among the dialogie pinchhitters 
this season are ‘A Date with Judy’ 
(Pepsodent), ‘Reg’lar Fellers’ (Jell- 
©), ‘Claudia and David’ (Grapenuts) 
and ‘Bringing Up Father’ (Rinso). 
Lord & Thomas, which is responsible 
for ‘Judy,’ contends that while this 
series has been received with any- 


thing but critical favor its ratings 
have so far proved quite encourag- 
ing. 





Ben Paley, Wallace In 
Chicago for Petrillo 





Huddles on CBS Scale 





Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Ben Paley, CBS program execu- 
tive in Hollywood, and J. K. 
(‘Spike’) Wallace, head of Local 47, 
Qf the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians, are in Chicago parleying 
with AFM president James M, Pe- 
trillo on a new contract for the net- 
work there after their inability to 
Teach an agreement in confabs here. 
Network is balking at the union’s 
proffered terms, chiefly a proposed 
pip nee to pay musicians at KNX, 
os Angeles, on a sustaining basis. 
Local 47 contract has been ac- 
eepted by Don Lee-Mutual and is 
@xpected to be signed this week by 
NBC. 


_—— 


POLESIE AS SALESMAN 


In N. Y. to Peddle Bert Lahr-Tony 
Martin-Dave Rose Package 

Herb Polesie, who left the produc- 
ing staff of the J. Walter Thompson 
agency several years ago for picture 
work, has been in New York the 
past week circulating the agencies 
with a recorded audition of a vari- 
ety show. 


The cast consists of Bert Lahr, 
Tony Martin and Dave Rose. 


WALTER O'KEEFE 
AS ‘HIS HONOR’ 


_ 











Ruthrauff & Ryan agency listened 
Monday (4) to an audition of a seript 
show, ‘His Honor, the Mayor,’ star- 
ring Walter O'Keefe. Account in- 
volved is Quaker Oats. Audition was 
held at the Vanderbilt theatre, off 
Broadway, which is under lease to 
NBC for the Fred Waring (Chester- 
field) broadcasts. 

A. & 8S. Lyons 
show. 


SUBMIT FRANK FAY 


is agenting the 





—_— ——_ —- 


Frank Fay was featured in a half- 
hour program which the Hesse- 
McCaffrey office auditioned for the 


(Lewis-Howe) is the account. 





| 
| 





the any S Gelatin series in 1936-37. 


Mann Holliner in N. Y. 


Mann Holliner, 
Fannie Brice-Maxwell 
for Benton & Bowles, is currently 
vacationing in New York. He'll re- 
main about two weeks more, seeing 
the Broadway shows and 


producer of the 


House show | 





NOT MUCH TIME 
FOR CONTRACTS 





Helen Hayes and Burns & Allen 
Must Be on Same Web, Says Y&R, 
And CBS Has Time Predicament 





Involved Problem of Time 
Availability Beyond Pre- 
emptions Already Existing 
—Fly Apparently Will 
Give NBC Up to Two 


ON KATE SMITH SHOW 


Nan Raye, Maude Davis Set for Six 
In First 13 Weeks 








“Wel Nan Raye and Maude Davis have 
Years to Liquidate the been signatured to appear on six out 
Blue of the first 13 programs when Kate 


Smith returns to CBS for General 
Food this September. 

Booking from William 
Ted Collins office. 


M. M. McBRIDE 
TO NBC SEPT. 2 


Mary Margaret McBride goes NBC 
Sept. 2 as conductor of a daily 45- 
minute participation program on 
WEAF, N. Y., key for the red net- 
work. The schedule will run from 
Monday through Friday and her deal 
with NBC is similar to the one she 
had with WOR, Newark, namely, 


—_—_—_—. 


OTHER ASPECTS 


Morris to 








NBC, CBS and Mutual officials 
will resume tomorrow (Thursday) 
their discussions with James L. Fly, 
chairman of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commision, on a compromise 
accord in connection with the com- 
mission’s enunciated rules on net- 
work-affiliated stations relations. 
The group had held a session in 
Washington, Monday (4). 

Spokesmen for the three networks 
have so far made slow progress in 
arriving at compromise formulas 
satisfactory to themselves and that 
might be acceptable to the commis- 
sion. Columbia, it is reported, has! 
come around to the Mutual proposed 
‘basis of use’ in allocating time on 








. , “|a broad cut on the proceeds ob- 
supplementary stations in communi-| tained from participating adver- 
ties where there are not sufficient) tjcer< 


comparable facilities, but NBC has | After leaving WOR, Miss McBride 
declined to make any concessions in| | last season did a daily series for 
that direction. | Florida Citrus over CBS. 

The Mutual formula is predicated | 
on the proposition that the division | 
of option time on _ such 








FOR TUMS PROGRAM 


Stack-Goble agency last Wednesday | 
night (30) at the NBC studios, Tums | 


| ton that the three networks have not 


Fay’s last network connection was; more than a week to get together on 


| work to negotiate new contracts with | 


holding | 


periodic huddles with agency execs, | 


returning to the Coast in time for 
the program's resumption Sept. 4. 
Miss Brice, Frank Morgan, Mere- 
dith Willson and the rest of the show 
will be unchanged. 





Gene Dyer's New Role in Chicago; 


Has Herb Sherman for New WAIT 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Gene Dyer, successful operator of 
small nabe stations in this town, 
breaks out into bigger wattage com- 
pany with the start of the season 
when he switches his current WCBD 
Station to new wave-length, new 
Power and new call letters. New 
outfit will be known as WAIT, will 
have 5,000 watts and be located on 
820 on okays from the FCC. 

With his entry into new competi- 
tion Dyer has Herbert Sherman set 
as his general business manager. 
Sherman was until last week with 
the Ralph Atlass station, WJJD, as 





Sales chief, and was a potent factor 


in building up WJJD as an inde- 
pendent station over nine years. 

His deal with Dyer is a long-term 
contract arrangement which will 
give Sherman an opportunity to de- 
vote full time and energies to WAIT. 

In setting up his new deal Dyer 
is moving his key offices for WAIT 
into the heart of the agency sector, 
taking over a suite in the London 
Guarantee building. These offices 
will be in operation by Sept. 1 and 
it is figured that WAIT will hit the 
air around Sept. 15. In the mean- 
time, Sherman is working out of 


| LIFE MAG PROTESTS 





the offices of Whythe Walker, na- 
tional sales rep for Dyer. 


| 


jenter grocery business 


|} a compromise, 


Stoop-Down Rollaway 


Se ue auations | ‘MR. & MRS. NORTH’ UP; 
should be determined by how much| 
they have been used for network | MAY RE FOR HORMEL 
In other words, if NBC has provided | 
an affiliate with two hours -| ‘ 

be vest ag rend and Mrs. North’ will be au- 
in the afternoon and three hours of ditioned this Sunday (10) for B.B.D. 
proposed plan preempt that amount| | the account, but it is believed to be 
of time before any share of thi at | for DuPont, which has for years 
able to Mutual. In arriving at this} Peggy Conklin has been set for the 
allocation the _ station's schedule | femme lead. 
hour segments. John Shepard, 3d, | 
of the Yankee Network, who re- 


commercial purposes in recent years. | 

mercials in the morning, | ‘Mr. . Nor 

night that network could under the) O. The agency has not disclosed 
station’s time could be made avail-| bankrolled ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 
would be split up into three five-| 
cently interposed an objection to this | 


formula, let it be known over the 
; Colonel Sto epneiie (F. Chase | 
weekend that it was now okay with! ,._; 7 - 
? | Taylor) is investing his coin with 
him. 
nine others in a combination bowl- 


It has been intimated in Wasking- | 


1] 


ing alley-bar-restaurant in 
Conn., on Route 7. 

The spot, whose construction will 
since the extended | be completed in late September, is 
deadline for the effectiveness of the| to be tagged, ‘Stoopnagle’s Bowling 
new rules is Sept. 16 and it would) Ajleys.’ 
take at least four weeks for the net-| : 


Wilton, 


Elsie Dick Joins WOR 


their affiliated stations. r ; , < 

On the question of network own-| . La — pening sg — a 
ership of local stations it now looks | aol ae wor. ~~ ry A — rate A 
that only two of them, WBT, Char-| °.°" ° » NOW FOIE, In charg 


|of religious and educational 


; . ro- 
lotte, and WTAM, Cleveland, will) |. eS 
be subject to FCC pressure. In- | 8 Sh. ae ; ti t 
volved in these instances is the prob- | annie ae Se a arg ? he 
lem of limited facilities for the par- eaitor 10F Me radio Givision oO the | 
Hoeular community | Federal Theatre. 

It has already been intimated in ; 

Was} = agg that NBC will be given Bob Hille, gabber_ at t KXOX, St. | 
ASIII Lf i Liat 4 vV Vo iy . 1 < iw local of? 
as much as two years in W hich to tomy. Se tee ee for tonsillec E 

omy } 


| dispose of the blue network. 


,™ 
. 


CBS’ sales department is being 
hard put to keep the Helen Hayes 
show (Lever Bros.-Lipton Tea) on 
its schedule this fall and also to be- 
come the release for the Burns and 
Allen-Paul Whiteman program that 
Lever has contracted for Swan Soap, 
Columbia has been advised by Young 
& Rubicam, agency on both prod- 
ucts, that the two shows must be 
carried by the same network. The 
NBC-Red hasn't the required time 
available and if CBS can’t take care 
of Miss Hayes and B. & A. the two 
programs will go to either the NBC- 
Blue or Mutual. 

The Hayes stanza filled the 8-8:30 
spot on CBS for the past two sea- 
sons. Coca Cola’s Andre Kostelan- 
etz program now occupies this pe- 
riod but Y. & R. understands the 
network's contract with the beverage 
company has a recallable clause. 


NBC Adds Two P.A.s, 
O’Brien ond Doherty, On 
Institutional Assignments 





Two men have been added to the 
NBC press department in New York 
to handle institutional assignments 
not regularly provided for in Red 
and Blue newspaper service. They 
are Don O’Brien, from China Relief 


and Time, and John Doherty, whose 
experience includes Carl Byoir’s 
office. 

They will specialize on matters 


affecting the President’s office (Niles 


Trammell), television, shortwave, the 
NBC Recording Division, defense 
programs, and so on. 


ED RICE FROM TORONTO 
FOR BERLE-LAUGHTON 


Ed Rice, staff producer for J. Wal- 
ter Thompson, is being taken off his 
Canadian assienment to do the scrint 
of the Milton Berle-Charles Laugh- 


ton show (Ballantine Ale), which 
opens on Mutual in September. Phii 
Mygatt replaces him as Canadian 
producer. The two shows involved, 
each originating from Toronto, are 
‘The Family Man’ and ‘Dr. Susan.’ 

Rice is due in the agency’s New 
York office this weekend. The Bal- 
lantine series will originate from 


Holly wood. 


Goodkind’s New Acct. 


Chicago, Aug. 5 





Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency 
has been awarded the Illinois Trav- 


eling Men’s Health Association ac- 
| count, effective immediately 

G.J.&M. figure to buy consider- 
able air time around here on this 
new account, 








Shell ‘Comes to the Party’ Is New 
Substitute Title | 

San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

Art Linkletter’s ‘Shell Goes to a 
Party’ show will hit the air as ‘Shell 
Comes to the Party’ following pro- 
test from Life magazine, delivered to| 
CBS in New York after announce- 
ment of oiler’s intentions in VARIETY. 
Long-distance calls to Frisco, where 
deal was set, sent Art Kemp, CBS | Radio Cantar went wine | on 
Coast chieftain, and Norman Strauss| =4die Cantor won't bring in a spe- 
of J. Walter Thompson, representing | ©@l producer for his Bristol-Myers 
Shell, into a huddle, out of which| series this fall but will use Bob 
came the new handle which report-| Welch, of the Young & Rubicam 


edly has Life’s blessing. agency staff. Welch last season was 
Show kicks off Thursday 





| 





7’ 
+> 


BOB WELCH FOR CANTOR 


| Comedian to Use Y. & R. Man—Vic 
Knight to Fred Allen 











(7) on| 





° , | Vie Knight's assistant on the produc- 
lumbia Pacific web. 
the Columbia ton. 
Nashville —Al Jennings, WSIX an-| Knight has been signatured by 





in order to|Fred Allen to direct the Texaco se- 
in Alabama. ries when it reopens on CBS Oct. 1. | 


nouncer, has resigned 








Compulsory Automobile Insurance 
Creates New Radio Prospects in N.Y. 


Two insurance companies have 
taken the recent enactment of com- 
pulsory auto insurance legislation in 
New York state as a cue for a flier in 
spot broadcasting. They are Aetna 
and Mutual Liberty. 

B.B.D.O., which is doing the scout- 
ing for Liberty Mutual, has inquired 
for evening announcement availabili- 
ties. Schedule would be from € to 10 
a week. 

Agency on Aetna is Marschalk & 
Pratt and the inquiry is this case has 
been announcement periods prior te 
8 a. m., five days a week. 
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White Introduces Senate Bill Aimed to 
Curb FCC, Guarantee Judicial Review 
And Embody ‘Right to Reply’ in Law 











Le Ps Aug. 5. | ACENCY PREZ REACTS 


Curbs on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, specifically to pre- 
prevent repetition of such crack- 
down incidents as the anti-monop- 
oly reforms were proposed in legis- 
lation handed the Senate Thursday 
(31) by Senator Wallace H. White, 
Jr., of Maine, leader of the bloc 
which has been condemning the ma- 
jority of the regulatory body for its 
attitude. Drastic changes in both 
the organization and the methods of 
supervising the radio industry will 
be required if the measure gets the 
nod. 

White's bill does not pretend to be 





a comprehensive revision of the 1934 | 
act, though it does have some gen- | 
eral clauses that affect every station | 
operator. Streamlining of the FCC} 
is one of White’s objectives, and 
would be accomplished by splitting 
the seven-man tribunal along funda- 
mental lines. Severance of ‘public 
communications’ (meaning radio) 
from those of a private nature—thus 
getting persons with a common-car- 
rier philosophy into a room by 
themselves—would be the greatest 
accomplishment. 
‘Right to Reply’ 

A free-speech amendment, such as 
was advocated frequently during the 
reform hearings before Wheeler's 
committee, is an important clause. 
Legislation would establish the 
‘right to reply’ theory, broadening 
the unsatisfactory Section 315 by re- 
quiring licensees to allow some ac- 
credited spokesman from the oppos- 
ing faction to answer the remarks 
of any ‘public officer’ other than the 
President who uses a station to dis- 
cuss a controversial topic. Explain- 
ing this proposal, White pointed out 
that he would allow station mana- 
gers the right to examine speakers’ 
manuscripts and to require deletion 
of anything libelous, slanderous, or 
otherwise might lay the licensees 
open to damage suits. The present 
no-censorship feature is thoroughly 
impracticable, in White’s view. 

Definite ban against Commish in- 
terference with business manage- 
ment is provided in the legislation, 
which also is intended to rub out any 
doubt about applicants’ rights to ap- 
pear at hearings before action is 
taken affecting their interest. There 
has been widespread yelping from 
industry lawyers that constant nar- 
rowing of the right to intervene has 
come from a belief the FCC knows 
everything. The Maine solon re- 
minded his colleagues that ‘the right 
to notice and hearing is of the very 
essence of orderly procedure,’ com- 
menting the Commish ‘for a consid- 
erable period of time’ did give every- 
body a break but lately has been 
flint-hearted. 

Bill’s ‘Appeal’ Objectives 

More certainty of the right to seek 
judicial review of FCC actions is one 
of the objectives of the bill. White 
proposed to nrake any order of the 
Commish appealable to the District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals or to 
any other circuit. Various changes, 
such as removing doubt about the 
time in which an appeal can be 
taken, are proposed on the ground 


TO PHIL SPITALNY AD 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Thank you very kindly for your 
Stroh article about the Stroh pro- 
gram. I greativ appreciate your 
courtesy in giving us this space. 

I get quite a kick. however, in 
reading the advertisement by Phil 
Spitalny, on page 64, of the same 
issue, where he states he broke a 
70-year record by attracting 10,000 
people to the Chautauqua to listen 
to his All-Girl Orchestra. 

I think attracting an audience of 
between 6.200 and 6,300 in a small 
industrial town like Flint, Michigan, 
to listen to the Stroh-Gus Haen- 
schen Show kas that record beaten 
at that! 

Walter F. Zimmer, 
Pres., Zimmer-Kelier Agcy. 


(Stroh Beer program to which ref- 
erence is made, travels out of Detroit, 
being probably the most pretentious 
radio revue to originate from the 
area. Talent for the program com- 
mutes to Detroit from New York 
weekly.—Ed.). 


JOHN ANTHONY 
AS DAILY DIET 


Mutual is slated to geta daily strip 
featuring John J. Anthony, of the 
‘Good Will Hour,’ from Sterling Pro- 
ducts through the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency. 


The schedule would have Anthony 
on the air every day of the week but 
Saturday. The ‘Hour’ itself is on the 
NBC-Blue, Sunday nights. 








SN 


It’s Tougher Now 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
WIP has changed the question- 


ing technique on its ‘Dialing for 
Dollars’ program so as to stump 
set owners who name the right 
station but can’t describe the | 
show's details.) Now a listener 
queried over the phone is re- | 
quired to name not only the pro- | 
gram and the sponsor but how 
much money had been given 
away up to that point. Because 
the amount of the jackpot varies 
with each call the dialer must 
listen intently for the correct 
answer. 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
| A test of legal strength was in- 
|vited Saturday (2) when the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
| obtained Federal court help in its ef- 
|fort to force press figures to take 
| the witness stand in the FCC’s news- 
'paper-ownership inquiry. Show- 
leause order was issued for James 
In the free and easy days of G gtahiman, former president of 
the series the program's &"- |ihe American Newspaper Publish- 
nouncer would call a radio home | er, Association, and now in the 
and ask, ‘Is this the home of Mrs. | wayy. 
” ’ 2 ; | ° 
fee Deeks? To whet station Threatened drastic action was 


an ped er casaneee shot | taken with surprising speed in re- 
out to the house with $5 and up, | $ponse to instructions from Chairman 
according to the wealth of the | James L. Fly. When Stahlman, now 
jackpot at that point. As listen- 'on naval duty here as a reserve of- 
ers got privy to the windfall ficer, refused to show, the Commish 
every home called gave the same law department got Federal Judge 

- James M. Morris to direct the Nash- 


all sorts of telephones surveyers on Aug. 11 his refusal to respect 











KSO - KRNT BIG PICNIC 


Des Moines, Aug. 5. 
KSO and KRNT will again stage a 
public picnic for listeners at River- 
view park, Aug. 10. People from 


| attend. 


During the celebration there 
| will be’ free rides, free dances, con- 
tests and entertainment by radio ta 
ent. 

Last year approximately 25,000 at- 
tended the festivities, 


— 


‘DUFFY’S TAVERN’ MOVING? 


Originated Show 





air in mid-September for Schick 
razor, may move from Columbia to 
NBC. J. M. Mathes agency didn’t 





they are imperative if the Commish 
is not to run hog-wild. White ac- 
knowledged he has gone somewhat 
beyond the recommendations of the 
Attorney-General’s committee, but 
argued that more protection is need- 
ed to present injustice. 

Return to the old examiner system 
of holding hearings would be a semi- 
automatic result of the measure. 
White proposed that a uniform type 
of report, containing conclusions of 
law as well as a Summary of the 
facts, should be filed whenever a 
matter is heard by less than a quo- 
rum of either division. In the past 
there has been great controversy and 
confusion, he complained, adding 
that oral argument should be assured 
any individual dissatisfied with a re- 
port, recommendation, or proposed 
finding. At present, the Commish 
has discretion. about hearing argu- 
ments, though generally they are al- 
lowed as a matter of course. 
Prospects for enactment of the bill 

are not especially bright, since the 
House has shown no inclination to 
take up such matters. There is a 
better-than-even chance White can 


like the Saturday night spot the 
show had last season. but has been 
unable to get a suitable time on CBS. 
Understood there are open spots on 


both the Red and Blue networks of | 


NBC, with the latter one said to be 
somewhat more advantageous, How- 
| ever, a definite decision may not be 
made for a couple of more weeks. 
Ed Gardner, producer-lead on the 
program, returned last week from a 
South American cruise and left a 
couple of days later to spend about 
a month at Nantucket and Cape Cod. 





Spider in WBEN’s Web 


Buffalo, Aug. 5. 
WBEN just completed new trans- 
mitter on Grand Island but it had to 


Switch back to old Martinsville, 
N. Y., plant last week. 
Spider got into antenna base, 


shorted it and knocked new tower 
off the air. 





Committee are by no means unani- 
mous On several of the issues raised 
—when urgent defense legislation is 
out of the way, but his bill may be- 





get action in the Senate—though 
members of the Interstate Commerce 


come the vehicle for some statutory 
handcuffs for the industry. 


over the entire state are invited to | 


/ 
| 


} 


| 
} 


] 


(WJZ) the last few seasons, switches 


Likely to Be Heard on NBC—CBS | to a non-name recorded series this 


i 
! 
j 


‘Duffy’s Tavern,” due back on the| 8:45 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 








RCA NET PROFIT 


Sw ‘ ’ at included | ; - 
answer, “WIP, and that inctu | ville Banner publisher to explain 
| 
| 


the demands of the kilocycle cops. 
The action is clearly a Commish 
move to find out just how much 
authority the law gives them in the 
way of forcing persons to testify and 
to surrender requested information. 
Fly on Friday (1) told Commish 
barristers to ‘proceed forthwith’ 
when neither Stahlman nor Edwin 
|S. Friendly, the New York Sun 
| business manager, checked in after 
being summoned to take the stand. 

The Commission’s power to force 


anybody to testify at a so-called leg- 
|}islative hearing was challenged at 


Radio Corp. of America cansoli- the outset of the inquiry by Elisha 


ted to $5.306,-| Hanson, general counsel for the 
See an pee po ie 7 ANPA. He advised four persons ‘re- 
494 in the first six months of this 


| quested’ to become witnesses to re- 
year ending June 30, as compared! gist and predicted the regulators 
with $3,185,222 in the same period} will take a licking on the issue. 
last year. This $2,121,272 increase is | Faced with such a challenge, the 
traceable largely to a gain of nearly | FCC deliberately served Stahlman in 
$16,000,000 in gross income from order to show it can't be bluffed. 

operation, RCA reporting $72,136,304 Recess of the inquiry until Sept. 
in the first half of the year. Vast|17 was ordered meanwhile after 
improvement in profit “was made| three more days of wearisome testi- 
despite $4,740,000 provision for nor- | mony that included case of WCSC, 
mal income tax and excess profits| Charleston, S. C., about the treat- 
taxes to the Federal Government | ment given by the News & Courier, 
(including $825,000 hike as per new owner of WTMA. Other witnesses 
revenue act proposed for 1941), or include State Senator Cotesworth 


same period in 1940. ety _— ; “ta 


|Dr. L. D. H. Weld, research di- 
Profits for the first half of the year +ector for McCann-Erickson agency; 
are equal to more than 26c per com- 


Merlin H. Aylesworth, former NBC 








mon share against llc last year. president; John R. Latham, exec- 
RCA paid out $1,609,779 in pre-,utive vice-president of the Amer- 
ferred dividends during the period,| ican Network, Inc. (planning a 
about the same as last year. string of Frequency Modulation 
e plants); John Shepard, of Yankee; 


The corporation reports $2,571,921 
net profit for the three-month period 
ending June 30 against $1,238,328 in 
comparable quarter last year. Gross 
income from operations picked up 
around $9,000,000 in the quarter, as Most telling accusation so far in 
compared to 1940, to $37,984,934. support of the Commish suspicion 

eee that newspapers gang up on their 


GULDEN’S WAXED SHOW 2s ots. “Rivers rote o 
FOR FALL ON WJZ, N. Y. 


Joseph V. Connolly, head of King 
| Features; Paul White, public affairs 
director of CBS and Lloyd Stratton, 
assistant general manager of the 
Associated Press. . 


WCSC. The station proprietor was 
tossed around rudely, however, on 
cross-examination, and forced to 


= concede he made a much bigger 

ba ; ans profit after the rival station was 

_Gulden’s mustard, which had ® placed under newspaper manage- 
live musical show on NBC-Blue ment 


Quizzes 


fall, airing locally over WJZ, New 
York. Stanza will be heard 8:30- 











Thatcher 
Rivers spent several hours on the 
stand in the wake of State Senator 
| Means, who sponsored a resolution 
: : ; in the South Carolina legislature 
starting sometime in October. asking for a formal legal opinion 
Charles W. Hoyt is the agency. whether state monopoly laws can be 
— |applied to radio-press_ situations. 
Mil ’ Means explained under quizzing by 
K St Thomas D. Thatcher, counsel for the 
ton rents atus Press-Radio committee, he doesn’t 
_— ‘agree’ with the editorial policy of 
New York. the News & Courier, though he 
Editor, Variety: thinks the Evening Post, owned by 
I am writing to ask if you wil] | the same interest, is satisfactory. 
amend the story in last week's issue Policy of the Charleston rags, 
about my leaving NBC to go with! Rivers testified, was to ‘ignore’ his 
The Council for Democracy. The station and glorify their own outlet. 
statement was made that The Coun-/ This testimony was bulwarked by 
cil had not before had a salaried, bales of correspondence concerning 
radio director, which is not the case.| publication of station logs, letters to 
Milton Krents has been handling Mark Ethridge and the crusading 
radio for The Council for some'Newspaper Publishers Committee, 
months, and will continue his activi-| photostats of radio pages from the 
ties with them as in the past. | papers, and similar documents. 
The increasing range of their Spectators chortled when Rivers 
radio plans for the future has made acknowledged he never would have 
it necessary for them to add an ex-|sent a telegram—saying the only 
perienced radio man to their staff.|thing the Charleston papers would 
My responsibilities will be confined Print about his station was his obit- 
to certains regular series, and Mr.|uary—-if he’d anticipated the regula- 
Krents will handle special events. | tors would prowl through his files. 
Albert N. Williams, | Revealing he _ previously told 
Council for Democracy. ;}Chairman Fly about the cold-shoul- 
der treatment, Rivers still persisted 
(he was ‘an unwilling witness.’ His 
Glen Law, news commentator for | complaining, however, was shown to 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, spending | have been considerable since he took 
a week in New York City in the|over the plant management. 
news room of CBS, NBC and Mu- Testimony of Dr. Weld likewise 
tual. was undermined when the press at- 





FCC Showdown on Absent Stahlman 


Newspaper Probe Recesses Following Testimony By 


Means, Latham, White, Aylesworth and Others 


——— 


torneys went to work on his charis 
showing the trend of advertising 
outlays. The McCann-Erickson ex. 
pert voiced the opinion that radio 
has hurt farm papers ‘rather seri. 
ously’ and no doubt taken some bus. 
iness daily newspapers would have 
enjoyed. 

The tables do not include many 
forms of advertising, such as busi- 
ness papers, direct mail, and novel. 
ties (matches, beer glass mats, etc.), 
Dr. Weld agreed. He said nobody 
can vouch for the accuracy of fig- 
ures On advertising but inquired 
‘what are a few million dollars be- 
tween friends?’ 

Advertising as a whole hasn't re- 
covered from the depression the 
way other types of business have, 
the commish was advised. In a 
meandering discussion of what in- 
fluences advertisers, everything ex- 
cept the sun-spot cycle was men- 
tioned as having some effect on the 
trend of the business. Dr. Weld 
stuck to his guns in declaring the 
present outlay is much smaller than 
in the 20's on the basis of percentage 
of national income and per-capita 
payments. 

The publishers’ attitude toward ra- 
dio on the whole was praised by 
Aylesworth, while Paul White 
agreed the journalistic fraternity has 
buried the hatchet. Avlesworth said 
he never believed there was any 
‘real competition’ between the two 
media and pointed out that by now 
all press associations have seen the 
wisdom of making news available 
to broadcasters without limitation. 
Early difficulties were admitted by 
Aylesworth as well as James W. 
Barrett, former city editor of the 
New York World and of the Press- 
Radio News Bureau. White dusted 
off the musty records of warfare be- 


tween the webs and the wire ser- 
vices, before allowing that ‘radio 


broadcasting and the press associa- 
tions, working in perfect harmony, 
have made this country the best in- 
formed in the world.’ 


LAVA TO BIOW, 
FIFTH AGENCY 
ON P&C. 


Assignment of the Lava Soap ac- 
count to the Biow agency from 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
takes effect Sept. 1. 

Makes five agencies now handling 
the Procter & Gamble business, the 
other being Compton, Pedlar & 
Ryan and H. W. Kaster & Sons, 


FRED PALMER AT WCKY, 
FORD BILLINGS OUT 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 

Fred A. Palmer took over Friday 
(1) as sales manager of WCKY, CBS 
affiliate. He succeeded Ford Bill- 
ings, who assumed the post last fall 
and resigned July 24. 

Palmer formerly was president 
and general manager of WBNS, Co- 
lumbus, O., and helped found and 
was first head of the Ohio Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. He later was 
vice-president and general manager 
of KOY, Phoenix. 


Miles MacDonald, of Chicago, 
joined the WCKY sales staff last 
week, simultaneous: with Paimer’s 


start on the station. 





Charles Van Loan Upped 


Charles Van Loan, accountant of 
WOR, New York, for the last 12 
years, was upped to assistant treas- 
urer of the station, effective Mon- 
day (4). 

Before joining the outlet in 1929. 
he was assistant treasurer of the 
Soap Converting Co. 





..John C. Clark, owner of WNBF., 
Binghamton, N. Y., and Mrs. Clark 
are occupying a home at Saratoga 
for the month of racing. Clark 1s 
also president of the Miami Jockey 
Club. 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John McMillin, radio head of the Compton agency, back after severe 
cold. . . . Henry M. Neely on ‘Orphans of Divorce’ serial. . . . Josephine 
Victor added to ‘David Harum’ cast. . . . Edgar Stehli, of the legit 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ comedy, also in ‘Mr. Keen’ troupe. James 
Meighan, Ethel Wilson and Colleen Ward joined ‘Second Husband’ com- 
pany with Helen Menken. 


Florence Freeman, Karl Swenson, Bennett Kilpack, Effie Palmer, Anne 
Elstner and Erin O’Brien-Moore being written out of various Air Features 
shows the next few weeks for vacations. Edward K. Oates, of the 
WINS engineering staff, elected chairman of the executive board of Asso- 
ciated Broadcast Technicians, radio unit of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL). Miguel Rosa, Puerto Rican concert 
tenor, doing six-a-week half-hour series over WBNX. 


Draft board may switch the date, but radio writer Mort Lewis expects 
to marry non-pro Beulah Allison next week....Walter Raschick, of Knox 
Reeves agency, St. Paul, in town currently shooting publicity stills on 
General Mills serials....‘Vox Pop,’ under Bromo-Seltzer, broadcast from 
West Point and Pensacola Flying school first two weeks. 


Marge Morrow, CBS casting head, on Caribbean cruise....Wilbert New- 
gold and Alma Dettinger doing five-mornings-a-week comment series, 
‘Other People’s Business,’ on WQXR during August. . . . Hal James and 
Florence Sperl (Mrs. James), of the Compton agency, to Toronto last 
week. Martin Block and Maurice Hart, both of WNEW, expect to 
become fathers soon. . . . Joe Bier, WOR farm editor, subbing on the 
‘Musical Clock’ early-riser series during John B. Gambling’s cruise vaca- 
tion in the Sound. 


Ben David readying a defense show for a network spread, but as a spon- 
sored series....Albert Aley and Jack McBryde added to ‘Front Page 
Farrell’ cast. Bill Adams and Alan Reed joined ‘Mr. Keen’ troupe. 
; . Burgess Meredith and Margo on the ‘Forecast’ stow Monday (4) 
night, their first stint together since legit and film versions of ‘Winterset.’ 
. . Ann Erskine, continuity writer for ‘Met Auditions east from Central 
City, Col., this week. 

Michael Fitzmaurice replaced Macdonald Carey in ‘Stella Dallas’ series 
....Carey went to the Coast for a picture contract after clicking in ‘Lady 
in the Dark’....Maxine Keith, who did femme comment series for WINS, 
dittoing for WOV....Lawson Zerbe, Tom Gorman, Hal James, Jack House 
and George Brengle caught a total of one small fish during an all-day 
tuna-angling cruise off Long Island. . . . Nancy Bashein and Skippy 
Homeier joined ‘Second Husband’ cast. ; Ann Eden added to ‘Joyce 
Jordan’ company. . .,. Jack Ryden, of the Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
art department, a draftee, joining Ed Hauser and Dan Kane in that cate- 
gory from the same agency....Betty Shay, of the NBC production depart- 
ment, to Chatham, Mass., to stage four weeks of productions at the 
Monomoy theatre. 

Howard Barnes, N. Y. Herald Tribune film critic, resumes his midnight 


> 





reviewer series Aug. 18 for WOR....Neal Hopkins, of the NBC script staff, | 


to Aberdeen for several-day stay to gather material for a defense pro- 
gram....Peter Donald, of the ‘Second Husband’ troupe, added to ‘Buck 
Privafes’ series....Bill McGrath, WNEW program director, three-week 
vacationing on the Cape....Ranald MacDougall, now scripting the 


National Assn. of Manufacturers-NBC ‘Defense for America’ series, in 
New York for several broadcasts from the studio....Jimmy Carson, 11- 
year-old radio actor-singer, signed 20th-Fox film contract. Wonder 


bread had a non-broadcast ‘preview’ Thursday (31) night of the ‘Maudie’ 
series, with Mary Mason, starting Aug. 14 on CBS. 

Larry McPkail, president of the Brooklyn National league baseball club, 
will guest on ‘Information Please’ Aug. 8. Professor Lyman Bryson, con- 
ductor of Columbia's ‘The People’s Platform’ played a return date on the 
quiz show last week....Katherine Ann Porter, short story writer and 
novelist, guested on Columbia's ‘Invitation to Learning,’ roundtabler on 
the classics. 

Eddie Baker (real name Bebko), organist and member of the musical 
staff at WHOM, guesting with his three brothers next Tuesday (12) night 
on ‘Battle of the Sexes’.. 
Ida Mortenghi, office manager at the station, vacationing. 


Maurice English, former foreign correspondent, scripting a series on 


ADVERTISING BIAS 
IN QUESTION 82 


Meantime Brand- Minded 
Gasoline Companies Ex- 
pected to Keep Up 
Radio Programs Through 
‘Emergency Period’ of Cur- 
fews and Other Limita- 
tions Upon Sales 




















WELD’S ANALYSIS 





An implied bias against advertis- 
ing is ‘seen’ by oil companies in the 
questionaire addressed to all of them 


recently by Thurman Arnold, United 
States Assistant Attorney General. 
In particular the oil companies and 
their advertising counsel are dis- 
quieted by the possible meaning of 
Arnold’s last question in a group of 
eight to which he asked that replies 
be sent to him. Question eight asks: 


‘A statement outlining the 
necessity and desirability of ad- 
vertising the branded products 
of your company, together with 
available statistics showing cost 
of advertising per dollar of sales, 
cost of advertising per unit of 
commodity sold (gallon of gaso- 


line, quart of lubricating oil, 
etc.) and the extent to which 
competitive forces have. com- 


pelled the adoption of advertis- 

ing methods and policies of your 

company.’ 
‘Grade Selling’ 

It has been whispered lately that 
some Washington minds wish to 
abolish ‘for the emergency’ all brand 
selling of lubricants and substitute 
‘grade selling’. This proposal causes 
a shudder throughout the business 
world far beyond the oil industry. 


| Fairly or unfairly it suggests to the 


..Joseph Savalli, WHOM announcer, and his wife, | 
and 


4 | 
U. S. armament efforts, short-waved to Britain Sunday mornings by | 
NBC....Edith Dick, office manager of WWRL, vacationing at her Mastic | 
(L. I.) summer home this week....Bert Lebhar, Jr., WHN sales director, | 


defending his title this week in National Bridge Championship at Asbury 


Park, N. J....Jessica Tandy, the English actress, added to ‘Mandrake the | 


Magician’ cast....Ira Ashley, director of ‘Grand Central Station,’ leaves 
this week on Caribbean cruise. 

Dorothea Beckman, WQXR press rep, to Lake George for coupla weeks. 

. . Ben Gross, N. Y. Daily News radio editor, discontinued his WMCA 
commentator series until fall .. . David Levy, formerly assistant on the 
show, succeeded Joseph Hill as director of ‘We, the People’... Hill now 
handling ‘Reg’lar Fellers’ .. . Frances Chaney playing leads regularly on 
‘Great Moments from Great Plays’ for Philip Morris . . . Marjorie Harris 
has joined Lilian Okun talent agency in charge of musical talent... Her- 
bert Stiles and Philip Monaghan joined NBC technician staff... Jack 


Feeney, tenor on WINS, flying to Chicago to participate in Grant Park 
concert Friday (8) night. 

Phil Carlin, of the Red, stole ‘Strictly From Dixie’ from Billy Hillpot, 
of the Blue, when the latter, who thought up the show, foolishly went 
away on vacation....Mrs. Don Withycomb for months studied Spanish 
then hubby went to South America alone last Friday....Joe McGillvras 


are in a new home at Ossining....Arthur George Corey experienced a 
comic odyssey enroute from Adirondacks to Manhattan for his ‘Pibby 
and the Houlihans’ special on CBS Forecast series missed train, took 


a bus, missed bus, thumbed a pick-up to Albany. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Ed Hartrich got off his chest at KNX what he couldn't while he was 
CBS correspondent in Berlin 
for his next assignment... .Stella Unger ferreting out cinema features for 





He goes to New York after a fortnight here | 


| wards. 


| 


that they 


business mind a general Govern- 
ment-led, or at least Government- 
blessed, attack on mass advertising 
methods as now known to the busi- 
ness community, 


However, even with the threat of 


‘grade selling and the 7 p.m. curfew | 
of gas stations put through last week | 
by Secretary of the Interior Harold | 
Ickes it is not at this time thought | 


likely that the gas companies will 
drop radio advertising. A suming— 
this is apparently the 
coating for the pill—that the Gov- 
ernment restrictions will be tempor- 


lary, the companies are reported of 


the opinion that the going concern 
and trademarks values must be pre- 
served during the interium period, if 
brand selling is to be resumed after- 
Hence they may adhere to 
their radio programming as before, 


unless or until new hints suggest | 
are kissing their private | _ 


initiative good-bye forever. 
McCann-Erickson Statement 
McCann-Erickson, agency for 
Standard Oil of New Jersey, through 
and research 


its economist expert, 


Dr. L. D. H. Weld, has rather elabor- 
ately answered Thurman Arnold's 
number eight, or nervous indigestion 
|elause. Weld’s analysis points out, 
in part: 

‘Advertising is a fundamental fea- 
ture of our competitive system: Oul 


|company to influence people to 


free economy involves the right of a 
Duy 
its products. This means it can use 
competitive selling methods, includ- 
ing advertising, or not, as it 
fit. Advertising is a part of the sell- 


sees 


jing process. There is no more rea- 
son to curtail advertising than there 


her ‘Hollywood Newsgirl’ program....Walter Johnson will cast Gulf’s | 
Screen Guild Theatre after four years as Coast radio head of Music Corp. | 


....Tom Lewis back from Hawaii with wife, Loretta Young....Rudy 
Vallee buying Hollywood hills manse onetime occupied by Ann Harding 
and Harry Bannister....Peter Barnum here to go over the new Campbell 
soup program with Bob Burns....Martin Gosch and Howard Harris 
ished their writing assignment at Paramount and hustled back to New 


Russel Seeds’ Coast shows....Harry Maizlish initiated Mix Dancer, Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert head to the mysteries of a Hollywood first night.... 
Edgar Sisson getting the bugs out of the Orson Welles deal for Pedlar & 
Ryan’s Lady Esther account....John Nesbitt back on the air with his 
Passing Parade’ after long studio writing grind Galen Drake topped 
bis mentor, Fletcher Wiley, in the Coast survey. 


ito what extent 


| vertising methods.’ 
fin- | 


| 


is to curtail competitive selling. 
‘In this questionnaire it is asked 
‘competitive forces 
adoption of ad- 
This is asked a 
though there were something sin! 
if an oil company is ‘compelled’ by 


have compelled the 


‘ . 
LiCl 


York to audition ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ for a Ruthrauff & Ryan prospect | competition to advertise. To be com- 


....Jack Richardson, Jr., here from Chicago to check up on a pair of | 


pelled is not the proper way to put 
it, any more than it would be to ask 
whether an oil company is com- 


sugar- | 


|pelled by competition to keep pro- | 


duction costs as low as possible, or 
to put out the best possible product, 
(Continued on page 34) 


+ 





[ 
} 
| 
} 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. Sets Up 





Second Transcontinental Network 





Network Premieres 


Aug. 14 
‘Maudie’s Diary,’ adapted by 
Albert G. Miller from Graeme 
and Sarah Lorimer’s§ maga- 
zine series, replaces ‘Your Mar- 
riage Club for Continental Bak- 
ing (Wonder bread). Time is 
7:30 p.m. Thursdays (with an 
11:30 p.m. repeat) on CBS. Mary 
Mason is starred in the title part. 
Wm. Morris office producing for 

Ted Bates agency. 





+ 
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LATIN-AMERICA 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 5. 
In connection with the ‘Latin- 


tion WTRY will carry daily broad- 
casts by some of the principal speak- 
ers. More important of the shows 
will be aired over NBC-Blue. 
Woodbury Carter, program di- 
rector of WTRY, is in charge of 
radio arrangements for the ‘Latin- 
American Week.’ Other members of 
the steering committee include Dr. 
James Lawrence Meader, president 
| of Russell Sage College, and Dwight 





American Week’ here Oct. 6-12, sta- | 


WEEK IN TROY 


| 


| 


| 


| Marvin, editor of the Troy Record | 


and Times Record. 





| for Argentine and Brazil 


| Donald Withycomb, 
|M. H. Aylesworth, who heads the 
| radio branch of the Nelson Rocke- 
| feller coordinators’ office on Latin- 
American Relations, sailed Friday 
(1) for South America. It’s his first 
trip to the Southern Hemisphere 


assistant to 


Latins think and want. He will look 
over the situation with regard to 
| Associated Press and United Press, 
the two channels Aylesworth espe- 
cially wishes to utilize. 

; Withycomb accompanies Edward 
Tomlinson, of NBC, on the S. S. 
Brazil and will visit Rio and B. A. 
before his return by clipper plane 
in late September. 


WLWO’s Lingual Routine 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 


| WLWO, Crosley’s shortwaver, op- 
erating with 75,000 watts, inaugu- 
reted its daily European broadcasts 


July 29. Airings are from 11 am 
to 4 p.m. EST, seven hours slows 

than European time. Speaking al 
ternately in English Germar 

French, and Spanish and closing in 
En } 

H ( Chamberla t 
En peaking to | e, | 
teric Crongalez I Alfre B 
the Spanish, and Edward B 
Frencl Man who does the Ger 


mal 


speaking is 


Rudolph. 


identified only a 


Has Sponsor Arrested 


Mexico City, Aug. 5 

Station KEQ has had Efrain 
Gomez Centeno, a business man here. 
arrested on a charge of fraud result- 
ing from failure to pay $5,565 
(Mex.) for advertising. Rafael Gul- 
len Margain representative of 
the station, handled the tell- 
ing police that after mary attempts 
to collect from Centeno latter at last 
tendered a check that bounced. 


hic 
nis 


] | 
i@Pal 


action 


Leon M. Lion will hold down the 
{monthly guest spot with Val Giel- 
| gud’s Drama Dept. 


' 
| 
| 


DONALD WITHYCOMB SAILS. 


Aide to M. H, Aylesworth Departs | 
, programs on 


i Oct. 15. 


| publications. 


For Commercial Account Overflow 





Montreal, Aug. 5. 
Because of the large amount of 
time required for war service pro- 


grams on its major network the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 


opened up what it terms a ‘second or 
alternative national network.’ This 
will consist of 22 or more 


stations extending across the con- 
and include, when and if 
available, the 50,000-watters, CBK, 
Watrous, and CBA, Sackville. Com- 
mercial schedules on this second 
network will start after 6 p.m. 


Stations on the alternative web 
will be sold only as a group, subject 
to the regular frequency discounts, 
5%, 10% and 15% for 13, 26 and 52 
weeks. There will not be any re- 
gional discounts, while wire rates 
are to be on a basis comparable to 
those prevailing for the major CBC 
network. Combination § discounts 
for the two webs will not be granted. 

The alternative network allows 
only for English-speaking coverage 
and the cost per 1,000 homes is al- 
most identical with that of the major 
CBC hookup. 


CHATHAM (NEW) 
TO USE WOMEN'S 
SHOWS 


conducting participation 
local stations have a 
new national spot advertiser friend 
in Chatham Blankets starting about 
Account is undertaking 
for the first time in its his- 
having previously used only 
Monte Hackett agency 





Women 


radio 
tory, 


| is handling the account. 


and is strictly to find out what the | 


In purchasing participation § in 
some 30 markets Chatham will use 
such feminine personalities as Bessie 
Beatty in New York, Laura Mae 
Stewart in Philadelphia, Katherine 
Roche in Chicago and Agnes White 
in Los Angeles. Radio advertising 
will supplement merchandising came 


paigns. 
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: London Calling © 


i tt ne i i i in i ee 


| 


London, July 20. 
Fields was given an air 
the noon hour in which to 
vreet listeners on this side. BBC ex- 
lained the delay in arranging the 
to difficult shift in sched- 


Gracie 


pot at 


, + « rile 
ot as due 


Quentin Reynolds got load of fan 
] I ribbing of Goebbels, but 


ry oO! 


BBC will have no further air deals 

with the roving scribe. Attitude of 

e radio mo to this | cast is 

eporte being ‘agin’ i sensa- 

Ten-minute spie from 

Reynolds dre verbatim reports in 
ine pre: 


Suthern Sisters (3) given a 15-min. 
yn in the morning schedule by 


It's first regular air date for 


: ‘ 
BBC 
rl 


har nony warblers. 

Mabel Constanduros has sold an- 
other comedy seript to BBC, collab- 
ing with Howard Agg. 


Jack Buchanan signed by BBC to 





do a musical series for eight weeks, 
Hailf-hour session will also go shorte 
wave. 

Jack Hulbert and Cicely Courte 


neidge will air for BBC in Septeme 
ber. They have a new stage musie 
cal due in the West End around that 
time. 
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RADIO MARKETS 


Bond Stores Renews 3 on WOR; 
Horn & Hardart Re-Signs WMCA 





—+ 


Gotham was quiet the past week, | 
with most local stations reporting | 
only a handful of new accounts, | 
though several have verbal commit- 
ments which should swell next 
week’s new biz listings. WOR made 
the best showing, garnering a num- 
ber of new accounts as well as sev-| 
eral renewals. | 

WMCA: Ben Marden’s Riviera, 
through J. R. Kupsick agency, ‘Rush | 
Hughes and the News,’ five times 
weekly, 13 weeks; Horn & Hardart, 
through the Clements Co., renewal, | 
five 15-minute newscasts weekly, 13 | 
weeks. 

WNEW: Canada Dry Ginger Ale | 
(for Spur), through J. M. Mathes, | 
renewal for eight weeks, of 15-min- | 
ute thrice-weekly period; South Car- | 
olina Peach Growers Association, | 
series of announcements; 


Warner | 
Bros. (for ‘Sergeant York’), through 
J. Walter Thompson, 11 announce- | 
ments. 

WOR: Maltex Co., through Sam- 
uel C. Croot, participations in ‘Uncle 
Don,’ six days weekly, 52 weeks; 
Rockwood & Co. (candy), through 
Federal Adv., participations in ‘Bes- 
sie Beattie’ programs; Hartz Moun- 
tain Products (bird food), through 
George H. Hartman, ‘Singing Ca- 
naries, quarter-hour once a week; 
Maryland Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem 
and Rel), through Joseph Katz, 
‘Professor Swizz,’ five minutes six 
times weekly, 26 weeks; Ben Mar- 
den’s Riviera, through J. R. Kupsick, 
announcements during ‘Here’s Mor- 
gan’; O’Cedar Corp. (waxes, pol- 
ishes), through H. W. Kastor, one- 
minute announcements; Consolidated 
Drug Trade Products, through Ben- 
s0n & Dall, half-hour program six 
times a week; Bond Stores (men’s 
clothing), renewal, ‘Gym _ Classes 
with John Gambling,’ three-quarter 
hour three times a week, 52 weeks, 
renewal of ‘Transradio News with 
Frank Singiser,’ quarter-hour once 
a week, 52 weeks, and renewal, ‘Con- 
fidentally Yours with Arthur Hale,’ 
quarter-hour three times a week, 52 
weeks, all through Neff-Rogow. 


WALTHAM PEN 
PGMS. ON WJJD 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

There was some bright local trade 
around town last week, with WJJD, 
coming up with the best list of new 
contracts. Station drew four con- | 
tracts which included an announce- | 
ment schedule from the Fox Head | 
Corp. through Van Auken, Ragland, | 
Kass Clothing, 15 minutes six days | 
weekly through the Weiss agency, | 
Fred Walsh Co., 15 minutes once | 
weekly, through the Burton Browne 
agency, and Waltham pens, 15 min- 
og daily, through United Advertis- 

g. 

WGN: Hurley washing machines, 
15 minutes three times weekly 
through the E. H. Browne agency; 
Horlick’s Malted Milk, 30-minute 











K. C. UNITS DIVE 


Drop All Around—Histeen 
Prods. on KITE 


Steep 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Biz is still on the skids which be- 
gan with slight evidence month or so 
back. By now it’s no longer doubtful 
and heat of summer is evaporating 
many accounts. Attitude of station 
commercial departments seem to be 
‘it held off longer than we expected, 
and that it’s here we'll get it over 
with as quickiy as possible and get 
the fall ball rolling.’ Dearth is hit- 
ting all departments, but despite 
gloomy tone, averages still holding 

up over same period of last year. 
KITE: American Bible Club, two 
quarter-hours daily for 13 weeks, 
through Allen & Reynolds; Histeen 
Products, four-week announcement 
testing program beginning Aug. 11, 











placed through United Advertising 
agencies. 

Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug. 2. July 26. Change. 

Network ... 6,700 6,850 — 2.2 

Local ...... 4,386 4,666 — 6.0 

Nat'l Spot.. 6,005 6,718 —10.6 

Total . 17,091 18,234 — 62 

(Includes: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 





GEBHARDT CHILE 


ADS SPOTTED 
ON WOAI 


San Antonio, Aug. 5. 

Biz continued at an even pace 
here, with top time-buying honors 
going to the Interstate Theatres 
Circuit who are observing their 35th 
anniversary throughout the state this 
month. 

KABC: Alamo Distributing Co., 10 
announcements per day; Arthur 
Baird, one five-minute program per 
week; Rossman Monumental Works, 
one quarter-hour program per week; 
First Federal Savings & Loan As- 
sociation, through Coulter-Mueller- 
Grinstead, six five-minute programs 
per week; Novadine Chemical Co. 
(hair tonic), quarter-hour program 
three times per week; Menger 
Beauty Salon, three quarter-hour 
studio programs per week; Tankers- 
ley’s, three spot announcements; In- 
terstate Theatres, two quarter-hour 
programs, five announcements con- 
cerning the March of Time ‘and 
seven one-minute e.t.’s concerning 
the showing of ‘Shepherd of the 
Hills.’ 

KONO: Carta Blanca Restaurant, 
two spot announcements per day; 
Modern Radio Service, six e.t’s per 
week for Willard Batteries; Milam 





Finance’ Co., through Bernard 
Brooks, five one-minute e.t.’s per 
week. 


WOAI: Jorrie Furniture Co., one 





period once a week, through Erwin, 
Wasey. 
A Comparative Unit Count 








% of 
Aug. 2. July 26. Change. 
Network 9,445 9,415 10.3 
Local 6,498 6,455 4-0.7 
Nat’l Spot.. 11,533 11,490 +-0.3 
Total .. . 27,476 27,360 +-0.4 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN. 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


DETROIT RECOUPS 


Units Cover Previous Losses—Total 
+-2.2% 

Detroit, Aug. 5. 
Detroit business seems to be on the 

bounce here, with the networks, last 

week's big loser, jumping right back 

to about summer normal with nearly 

a five percent gain. Locals also 

















showed an increase, with national 
spot dropping slightly. 
+ Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Aug. 2. July 26. Change. | 
Network ... 7,650 7,358 +39 
Local ...... 12,656 12,372 4-2.3 
Nat’i Spot.. 4,603 4,627 —0.5 
Total ...... 24,909 24,357 +2.2 
(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJBL, 


WIR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


announcement per week, direct; 
| McNeal Jewerly Co., direct, one an- 
| nouncement per week; King Furni- 
ture Co., through Marion Johnson, 
two quarter-hour newscasts per 
week; Interstate Theatres, series of 
four half-hour broadcasts to be 
aired through the Texas Quality 
Network; Frank Bros., through Ma- 
Johnson, 


rion one spot announce- 
ment per week; Reader’s Digest, 
through BBD&O, three one-minute 
e.t’s per week; Chattanooga Medi- 
cine Co., through Nelson Chesman, 
three one-minute e.t’s per week; 


Ivory Soap, through Compton, three 
one-minute announcements per 
week for one year; Perfection Stove 
Co., through McCann - Erickson, 
three five-minute programs per 
| week; Gebhardt Chile Powder Co., 
through Pitluk, one announcement 
per week, 











Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

Aug. 2. July 26.. Change. 

Network 5,490 5,560 —1.2 
Local ...... 10,043 10,035 +0.08 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,871 1,861 +05 
(| ea 17,404 17,456 —0.3 
(Included; KABC, KONO, KMAC, 

KTSA, WOAIT) 





Claude Maengza, engineer at WSGN, 
Birmingham, back at work after 
minor operation. 


Spot Looks Up 


Business of placing spot cam- 
paigns looked up somewhat last 


week after a protracted lull. 
Following are some of the ac- 
counts that showed activity in 


that field: 

Dr. Hesse & Clark, three five- 
minute dises a week for 30 
weeks. N. W. Ayer. 

Tootsie Rolls (Joe Lowe Corp.), 
announcements according to de- 
sirable evening in 
tered markets, starting Aug. 11. 
Biow. 

Groves Bromo Quinine, local 
shows and spot announcements. 
J. Walter Thompson. 

Readers Digest, evening spot 


spots scat- 


announcements for eight weeks 
at the rate of three a week. 
B.B.D.&0. 


Occidental Flour (Russell Mil- 
ler Milling Co.), 300 announce- 
ments on 30 rural stations at the 
rate of 10 a week starting in 
September. N. W. Ayer. 

Liberty Magazine, three quar- 
ter-hour news periods with Bob 
Jared on CBS Pacific network, 
starting Aug. 13. Erwin-Wasey. 











7th Day Adventists Buy 
26 Quarter Hours on WHO; 
Colorado (State) Uses KSO 


Des Moines, Aug. 5. 
Units in this city continued their 
slumbers during the past week. Na- 
tional spot sunk deeper into lethargy, 
showing a loss of 9.4%, while the 
network figure remained at the pre- 
vious week's level. 
New business locally 
WHO 
Vinton Hybrid Corn Co., Weston- 
Barnett agency, Waterloo, 174 
periods of 15 minutes each. 


Monarch Camera Co., Henry J. 
Handelsman, Jr., Chicago, 48 periods 
of 5 minutes, 


Iowa Conference, Seventh Day 
Adventists, 26 periods of 15 minutes 
each. 


DeKalb Agricultural Association, 
DeKalb, Ill., Western Agency, Ra- 
cine, for 42 announcements of 200 
words each. 


Quaker Oats Co., Sherman & Mar- 
quette, Chicago, for 28 periods of 30 
minutes each (Man on the Farm) by 
wax. 

Little Crow Milling, Rogers & 
Smith, Chicago, 156 periods of 15 
minutes each. 

Peters Certified Poultry Breeders’ 
Association, Coles, Inc., Des Moines, 
for 132 periods of 15 minutes each. 


Chamberlain Laboratories, Cary- 
Ainsworth, Inc., 130 announcements 
of 30 words each. 


American Chicle, Badger & 
Browning & Hersey, New York City, 
78 periods of 15 minutes each, and 
72 announcements of one minute 
each. 


Florida Citrus’ Commission, Ar- 
thur Kudner, New York City, 65 an- 
nouncements of one minute each. 

Washington Apricots, Pacific Na- 
tional Adv. agency, Seattle, six an- 
nouncements of 65 words each. 

Hamilton Leghorn Farm Hatchery, 
Bancroft, Iowa, direct for eight an- 
nouncements of 65 words each. 


KSO 


State of Colorado, 13 announce- 
ments, Max Goldberg agency. 

Crete Mills, daily participation, 
Helen Watts Schreiber program, R. 
A. Moritz agency. 





includes: 


Clinton Co., 3-per-week participa- | 


tion, Helen Watts Sahreiber program 
—direct. 
Clicquot Club Beverages, one-min- 


ute transcriptions, N. W. Ayer & 
Sons. 

Reed Ice Cream Co., daily news 
program, Battenfield agency, Des 
Moines. 

Consumers Oil Co., two quarter- 
hour programs weekly through 


Cary-Ainsworth, Des Moines. 
Superior Oil Co., daily-five-minute 
programs, through Battenfield agen- 
cy, Des Moines. 
KRNT 


True Story Magazine, 13 an- 
nouncements through Arthur Kud- 
ner agency. 

Lever Bros., one-minute announce- 
ments through Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

Cuticura, one-minute  transcrip- 
tions, two daily, through Atherton 
& Currier. 

Rath Packing Co., one-half hour 
program weekly, through Young & 
Rubicam. 

Fox Chemical Co., daily participa- 
tion Andy's ‘Farm Family Circle’ 





SALT LAKE SPRIGHTLY 


Climbs to 9.6% 
Union on KUTA 





| Local 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 5. 
hereabouts showed some 
animated action during 
past week. The local total was es- 
pecially impressive, climbing the 
biz barometer for a reading of plus 
9.6%. 

KDYL: Local Philco dealers, di- 
rect, six announcements daily, 13 
weeks; Steven’s (ladies’ shop), direct, 
300 announcements; Crawford & Day 
Furniture Co. through Gillham 


Units 
| pretty 


ments; Macfadden Publications (True 
Story magazine), through Arthur 
Kudner, series of chain breaks; Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Ivory soap), through 
Compton Advertising, nighttime 


stitute, through First United Broad- 
casters, five-minute programs three 
times weekly; 
Grain, direct, renewal of daily par- 
ticipation in ‘KDYL Dude Ranch’; 
Grains of Gold (cereal), direct, par- 
ticipation in ‘KDYL Dude Ranch.’ 


| Comparative Unit Count "| 


% of 
Aug. 2. July 26.. Change. 








Network .. 6,690 6,545 +2.2 
Local ...... 2,292 2,091 +-9.6 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,159 1,171 —1.0 
ee 10,141 9,807 +3.4 


(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 


DEPT. STORE ON 
TWO STATIONS 
IN BALTO 





Baltimore, Aug. 5. 
O’Neill’s, conservative local de- 
tions here to bolster seasonal pro- 
motion. Some national spot action 
noted also, but biz in general not yet 
in the right groove. 

WFBR: Maryland Clothes, through 
Maurice Chessler, 156 spots; Balti- 
more Salvage Co., through Maurice 
Azrael, ten-minute airings weekly; 
Morrell & Co (E-Z Cut Hams), 
through Henri, Hurst & McDonald, 
daily five-minute participations on 


hold Finance, through BBD&O, p.m. 
spots; Fine Fur Co., through Apple- 
stein & Wagner, 78 spots: 
Camera Stores, through Henry Kauff- 
man, 24 announcements. - 

WCBM: Careful Laundry, through 
Jos. Wilner, 150 one-minute an- 
nouncements. 

WBAL: O’Neill’s Department Store, 
four spots; Consolidated Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. 26 spots; Arrid, through 
Spot Broadcasting, 156 spots; Auman 
& Werkmeister (furs), through 
Katherine Mahool, 68 spots; Beech- 
Nut, through Newell & Emmett, 90 
spots; Schaeffer Pens, via Russel M. 
Seeds, 32 announcements; Procter & 
Gamble (Duz), through Compton 
adv., five spots weekly; All State In- 
surance Co., through E. H. Brown 
|93 quarter-hour shows. 





|| Comparative Unit Count | 








% of 


Aug. 2. July 26.. Change. 

Network 7,495 7,560 —0.9 
PEOOR odes 5 4,744 4,729 +-0.3 
Nat’] Spot.. 2,015 1,919 1.4.9 

ok 14,254 14,208 10.3 


WFBR) 





through Fairall advertising agency, 
Des Moines. 

Kelley Feeds, one-minute an- 
nouncements through Meneough ad- 
vertising agency. 

Roycraft Iowa Co., daily one-min- 








ute transcriptions through Batten- 
field agency. 

| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug. 2. July 26..Change. 

Network 7,096 7,096 ae 

BOG ..s... B08 3,385 +038 

Nat’l Spot.. 2,821 3,114 —9.4 

wetel ...... 13,329 13,595 —1.9 





* No change. 





(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


— Garment. 


the | 


agency, 52 day and night announce- | 


time signals; Utility Engineering In- | 


Maxfield Feed &| 


partment store, bought on two sta- | 


afternoon women's program: House- | 


Ritz | 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCB\M, | 





San Francisco, Aug. 5, 

KFRC’s Breakfast Club picked up 
a new sponsor this week in Nescafe 
| (powdered coffee), which will use 
three quarter-hours weekly on a 19. 
week test starting Sept. 15. Leon 
Livingston agency handled the deal. 
Fels Naphtha soap, which has used 
the other Monday-Wednesday-Fri- 
day quarter on the show for the past 
year and a half, also renewed.,, leay. 
ing only Tuesday and Thursday va- 
cant. Five-a-week comedy stint rid- 
ing at 8 a.m. has a heavy fan follow. 
ing, pulling 26,000 letters in the past 
two years. Latest Hocper gives it a 
4.0, topped only by Kate Smith (48) 
and Bob Anderson’s news (6.6), both 
on KSFO, 


Same station also picked up 243 
five-a-week health talks from Amer- 
ican Health Products Association via 
| Segall agency, and another partici- 
pant for its newly acquired House- 
wives Protective League, New Proc- 
| ess Laundry, sold direct. 

United Advertising Companies of 
Chicago has notified KFRC that ona 
recent Waltham Pen spot campaign 
station yielded the lowest cost per 
return out of 224 stations used and 
that only two juicers moved more 
pens at 50 cents a crack, winning a 
second try starting Aug. 10. Outlet 
| peddled 3,570 pen sets. 
| Eagle Vineyards (Baronet Wines) 

is expanding its radio coverage with 
| spotting of ‘Famous Fathers’ tran- 





scribed series on KYA. Platters 
spin for 26 weeks starting (18) at 
7:45 p.m. Mondays. Segall agency 
is handling. Same winery has a 
Garfinkle show on KSFO with ‘Paul 
Pry,’ using two five-minute spots 
| weekly. 

KROW has signatured the Jackson 
| Furniture Co. to 156 one-minute 
jingle transcription in behalf of 
| Philco radios. 
| KFRC: Standard Oil of California, 
through McCann-Erickson, 52 one- 
hour programs on Don Lee network, 
‘Standard Symphony’ (renewal) and 
.28 weekly half-hours for network 
release, ‘Standard School Broadcast’ 


(renewal); Standard Beverages 
(ParTPak), through Emil Rein- 
hardt, 312 participations, House- 


wives Protective League; Par soap, 
through Tomaschke-Elliott, 312 par- 
ticipations, Housewives League; 
Hale Brothers (department store), 
through Segall, 312 participations, 
Housewives League; New Process 
Laundry, 78 participations, House- 
| wives League; Southern Pacific 
Co. G@ilway), through Lord & 
Thomas, 78 participations, House- 
wives League; Beneficial Casualty, 
through Stodel Advertising, weekly 
quarter-hour, indef., ‘Captain Quiz’; 
Kellogg’s Ant Paste, through W. C. 
Jeffries, 30 participations, ‘Bess Buy’; 
Pacific Brewing & Malting Co. (Wie- 
land’s Beer), through Brewer- 
Weeks, 26 spots; Stewart’s Ground 
Gripper Shoe Stores, direct, 30 100- 
word spots; McIlhenny Co. (tobasce 
sauce), through Augrey, Moore & 
Wallace, 24 one-minute spots. 

KSFO: Florida Citrus Commission, 
| through Arthur Kudner, 65 one-min- 
ute ET spots; Black Jack gum, 
| through Badger, Browning & Her- 
| sey six one-minute spots weekly 
| through Dec, 31; Homestead bread, 
| through Leon Livingston, 45 spots; 
S. Martinelli & Co. (for apple cider), 

13. weekly quarter-hours, ‘Diala- 
word’; First Federal Savings & Loan 
| Association, direct, participations in 
Home Service Council through July, 
1942: Americans United of Northern 
California, through Walter Barusch, 
eight spots; H. C. Capwell Co. (de- 
partment store), through Jewell Ad- 
| vertising, 13 spots. 
| | 





Comparative Unit Count | 











' % of 

Aug. 2. July 26. Change 

Network 8,780 8,780 sj 

CS 4.174 4.139 +0.8 

Nat'l Spot.. 1,720 1,726 —0.3 

i! ee 14,674 14,645 40.2 

*No change. 

(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, 

KPO, KSFO) 





Dept. Store on KSTP 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 
Golen Rule, St. Paul department 
store, on KSTP for a daily Monday 
through Friday program, “The Wish 
ing Wall.’ 
Set by Stack-Goble. 





Nescafe (Powdered Coffee) Tests Qn 
KFRC; Florida Citrus to KSFQ 


za 
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$50,000 ACCT. GIVES VIEWS 


FOO MANY AGENCY 
WATTAGE BUYERS 


Spot Advertiser Writes ‘Va- 





riety’ of His Experiences— 


Finds Local Stations Have 
Been Recommended By 
Agencies Unaware of Bru- 


tal Program Competition) 


And Relatively High Cost 


FORTNIGHTLY CHECKS 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Your recent boxed-item, ‘The Lazy 
Way’ on page 35 of the July 
issue of Varizry, has led me to write 
this letter to you. 


You may find the material here- 


with of sufficient interest to war- 
rant publication in a future issue of 
Variety—but if so, would ask you 
NOT to use my name, the name of | 
the company above, or to mention 
our product, which is......... This 
is not because of my personal de- 
sires, but because of a policy adopted 
by the owner of the company, for 
reasons which I believe will be self. | 
evident as you read this. 

The nature’of our. product is so 
limited, not only as to potential cus- 
tomers, but also, as to potential vol- 
ume. For instance, 
soap manufacturer has approximate- 


ly 60-70 potential users 6f their prod- 
product is 
in 20 families 
Be- 
the 
others, it is 
ive 
advertising 


ucts in 20 families. 
lucky to have one user 
throughout the United 
cause our radio time 
same as it costs the 
therefore necessary that 
the maximum amount of 
from any broadcasts 

For the past several years, we 
have been using 15 minute and halt 


My 


States. 
costs us 


we recel 


we sponsor, 


hour programs spotted throughout 
the major markets of the country, 
spending about $50,000 annually. 
After a year or so of indiscrimi- 
nately placing this business at the 
discretion of an advertising agency, 
or a station representative or even | 
stations themselves, the results were 
s0 spotty, we realized we would 
either have to discontinue radio ad- 
vertising or to make a radical change 
in our policy of placing this busi- 
ness. 


the results of our in- 


and our subsequent pol- 


I believe 
vestigation, 
icy will prove of interest to those 
advertisers who do not have a Jack 
Benny, a Fred Allen or a Kate Smith 
to bring listeners to their programs. 

Time Buyer's Fall Down 


First about Advertising Agencies: | 


The usual procedure we found, was 
that after telling an agen¢éy we were 
interested in advertising in a certain 
city, their time buyer would call up 
what they thought was the best sta- 
tion in that particular city, or 
representative of that station, tell 
him they were thinking of buying a 
15 minute program, and ask him if 
they had a period open. The rep 
would then say, yes, we have a few 
periods open, he believed and 
such a time was the best that 
was the end of it 
program went. 

tioned as to what 
lowed, not a 


such 
and 


Not a word 
program 


time, but moreover, no analysis upon 
the part of the agency to compare 
rates, coverage, etc., of the compet- 
ing stations in that particular city 
or market. 

We have found that the most im- 
portant thing to check in an ordi- 
nary run of the mill 15 minute pro- 
gram, is the competition on other 
stations. For instance, in a certain 
mid-western city, we used the most 
powerful station in that market, and 
incidentally, the most expensive. On 
our own check of the situation in 
that city, we found, that a competi- 


tive station at the same time, had | 


their most popular, local participat- 
ing program. While it might be 
true that the station we were using, 


over the week, might have by fat 


4- 





a tooth paste or | 


the | 


That’s where our | 
men- | 
it fol- | 
word about what was | 
On competitive stations at the same | 





the best audience, nevertheless, with 
no outstanding attraction, we were 
attempting to buck the most power- 
ful local-interest program on a com- 
petitive station. Needless to say. re- 
sults were about what you would 
imagine. 
Must Check Constantly 


We had been using for some time 
a station in Indiana. All of a 
den, business, requests, etc., fell 
alarmingly. Once again, a 
showed that a competitive station 
had moved a very popular program 
to the same time as our—and there 
we were! I know it might be im- 


off 


, possible to check a situation like this 


once again, there 
check at frequent 


every week, but 
should be some 
intervals. 


' like to 
' had in the New York market a few 


sud- | 


check 


about that 


it is equally, if 


time (more phase of it 


later), not more im- 
portant, to check competition at that 
time. In bringing this out further. 
and in closing this part of it, I would 
write of an experience we 


years ago. We used a 50,000 watt | 
station in New York around 11:30- 


12 noon. Results were dismal: 
check of the New York market 
showed that Major Bowes and his 
Capitol Family Program, following 


the Horn & Hardart Kiddies Hour 
had corralled just about all there 
was to have on Sunday mornings. 


The recent Hooper Survey corrobo- 
rated this, giving the Major and 
WABC about 65-70% of the audi- 
ence at that time. It certainly would 


ence- 


|ing time to an advertiser 
but a! 


'that he 


different station against these 


Standing programs. 
Carry-Over Audience 
Now about the carry-over 
this is seemingly so elementary | 
that you would imagine an agency 
or a Station rep would automat 
check this before selling or suggest- 
without a 
his audience. 
it would amaze you to 
few times such a check 
is never done. In a large city in 
Ohio, we used a 50,000 watt station 
with apparently good results. Once 
again, it suddenly dropped in its 
efficiency to A check showed 
retofore our program had fol- 
lowed a fine sustaining musical show 
—but all of a sudden this show 


name to attract 
Nevertheless, 
know how 


us, 


out- | tuary. 


audi- | 


ically ' 





was | 


—— 


I don't have to tell you what 
happened to our program there. 
The preceding data, perhaps, might 
|not be of interest to a network ad- 
vertiser, with an opportunity to build 
up an audience. But to the national 
spot advertiser, without the facili- 
ties of spending too much for talent 
—or to a medium-size advertiser just 


getting his fingers into radio, it cer- 
tainly is important. You may be 


interested in knowing what we did 
about it. 
Fortnightly Check 

Firstly, we asked from our pres- 
ent agency, a report every two weeks 
of what we followed on our station, 
PLUS a report on what competing 
stations had at the same time, with 
a brief summary about these com- 




















Here are the G. G. Smiths, another of the up-to-the- 
minute farm families who live in the rich, produc- 
tive midwest and rely daily on the services of WLW. 
Their 375 acre farm is located on Route No. 3 in Tip- 
ton County, just nine miles northwest of Tipton, Indiana. 


Mr. Smith, employing.modern farm methods, rotates 
375 acres of wheat, clover, corn and soy beans. His 
ninety acre permanent pasture homes an enviable 
herd of Aberdeen-Angus prize cattle. Mr. Smith won 
the 1940 Champion Calf award at the Indiana State 


be 


Mrs. Smith and Phyllis are expert gardeners. Mrs. 
Smith listens regularly to the "Boone County Jam< 
boree"’ and the weather reports of Jimmy Fidler. 






“MEET THE G. G. SMITH FAMILY” 
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Mr. 


Farm Hevur” 


Mason, Ohio. 


prize entry. 


The gold of the Midwest 
pours from this combine. 
Smith finds added in- 
terest in “Everybody's 
since the 
broadcast hat moved to 
“Everybody's Farm" near 


All this adds up to: that even | not have required much imagination | dropped and a talk on the ‘desire peting programs. This not only gave 
before checking the audience of any | on the part of an advertising agency | of a permanent burial plot’ was sub- |us the information we wanted, but 

| particular station at any particular ‘to discourage the use of time on a_/ stituted, sponsored by a local mor- (Continued on page 32) 
—— SS rere ——% 

























Fair, netting over one thousand dollars for his 


This friendly, progressive farm family is in full ac- 
cord with WLW’s extensive farm programs. In fact; 
it is their firm belief that The Nation’s Station 
offers MOST to the midwestern farmer. They verify 
this belief by referring to their WLW favorites 
“Top O the Morning”, Paul Allison, News, Mar- 
kets, and Ed Mason, WLW Farm Program Director, 
and other entertainment and service features. To 


the Smiths, WLW is a prize-winning station. Liking 


vedaen. 


eS 


the best ; ; ; they listen to WLW most. 


Phyllis, a 4-H Club Member, with 
prize-winning Aberdeen-Angus. 
a She enjoys “Everybody's Farm 
Wricey) Hour’ andthe songs of Paul Arnold. 
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"$50, 000 Account Gives Views 


Continue tes 








also made our agency conscious of | Sundays 


and our carry-over 
result that often 


competition, 
with the 
time we received 
our agency, 
from the agency 


our 
audience 
at the same 
report from 


also a letter sug- 


gesting a change to a different time | 


On our present station when com- 
petition was not so keen or even, a 
suggestion as to changing to a differ- 
ent station which suddenly had a 
period open with a good carry-over 
audience. 

The second step we took to over- 
come these problems was to in- 
struct our various salesmen through- 
out the country to listen to our pro- 
gram every time it went on to the 
air. As our programs are usually 


this | 
there was | 








E> 


WHVA 


50,000 WATTS 


serving Richmond 
and Norfolk 


. © 


Virginia's 
only 


aT ee 


90,000 
walt 
radio 
Station 
—hight 
and day 

















Ask any Paul Raymer office 
for‘more information about 
WRVA, one of the'seventeen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 








this did not involve any 
particular hardship. They also re- 
ceived instructions to report on 
| what was on our station immediately 
before our program, and what c m- | 
|peting stations were using In that | 
lway a double check was placed upon | 
lall our advertising because we do 
‘have salesmen throughout the won F 
i try. 
, Competitive Costs 
All of the above are only two fac- 


tors that we found out influencing 
our radio advertising. There are so, 
many more, that I believe a book | 
could be written on the advantage- | 
ous spotting of programs, stations to 
use, etc., etc. For instance, you find 
that few suggestions are ever re- 
ceived showing that for example— 
one station at half the rate of an- 
other, delivers 75-80’. of the audi- 
ence of the other. Also, while it is 
true that in the past few years, the 
time costs on various stations have 
had a tendency to follow their usual 





Attention, Sponsors! 


The sponsoring firm whose 
executive wrote this letter te 
Variety ‘would be happy to dis- 
cuss these problems, details, 
etc. with other advertisers with 
the same type of merchandising 
problems.’ He suggests that mu- 
tual advantages may follow such 
an exchange of experience and 
asks that letters be addressed as 
follows: 


M.N. 

C/o Radio Editor 
VARIETY, 

154 W. 46th Street 


New York City 
Letters will be forwarded (un- 
opened, of course) to M, N. 











upon receipt by Variety. 
ee amen 
audience nevertheless, there are | 


many instances where some stations 
—for various reasons—are ridicu- | 
lously low in their card rates. (Note: 
WDAF, 5000 watt, Red Kansas City, 
about $22 per quarter hour). You} 
will find that very few advertisers, | 


parative costs. | 
Then there are such things as po- | 


time buyer at the desk in an agency 
knows no more about the positions | 
on the dial than the buyer of adver- | 
tising. He knows it is either 
Red Station, or the CBS station or 


the Blue station, and advertises ac- 
cordingly. I repeat, for an adver-| 
tiser with a prominent star expen- | 


Sive show, etc., this might be all that 
is necessary to know. But, 
spot user, with an ordinary show, 
depending to a great extent on the 


earry-oOver audience, more informa- 
tion is necessary. | 
I have started to see comments 


about duplicate coverage appearing 
now and then. That too, is important, 


use of an additional station because 
there is another station giving good 
coverage in that particular market? 

















roy just drops 


that outside of the particular city 
|a station is in, the listening habits 
of the rural audience might be more 
|for one jarge station than another. 
I'm afraid the only way to do that | 
is for a more definite check of the | 
area desired to be covered with ad- 
vertising. 


tion just one more point 
}as a rule are extremely 


Stations 
anxious to 


jmeet representatives of their adver- 
tisers. Even if a salesman, or a job- 
up to say hello to 


the station, you would be surprised 
|at the closer cooperation possible. 
| Many an account we were after for 
a long time was gotten for us by a 
call of one of the station local men. 
Many a bit of newspaper advertising 
of a program was put out by the sta- 
tion in the local newspapers after a 
visit by a representative of the ad- 
vertiser, etc., etc. 

As a matter of record, today, we 
use a medium sized agency, cooper- 
ating nicely with us taking cogniz- 
ance of our past experiences, and 
helping us along the lines mentioned 


above. 
(Signed M. N.) 








Rutland Power Boost 


Rutland, Vt., Aug. 5. 
The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has authorized station 
WSYB, Rutland, to change frequency 
from 1,490 to 1,380 kilocycles. 
Also to increase power from 250 
watts to 1,000. 








No Direct Selling 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 





No direct commercials are be- 
ing used on a quarter-hour show 
sponsored by Martinelli Gold 
Medal Cider. Firm is. using 
Cliff Howell's ‘Dialword,’ tele- 
phone crossword puzzle. 

Announcer Jack Gregson gets 
across sales messages while gab- | 
bing on phone with fans who | 
dial KSRO with word solutions | 
to code numbers broadcast dur- | 
ing program. | 








Cal Tinney Back 
On Air for Phillies, 
Duz Ads to KYW. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 

P. B. White & Co., tailors, one of 
the oldest radio advertisers in Philly, 
come back on the air after an ab- 
sence of a couple of months. The 
firm has been off since their program 
was eased out at WIP when that 
outlet joined Mutual and a network 








Ford Dealers Buy 


| fronts 
creases are slight, and slough season 
will soon run its course. 


transcribed broadcasts of ‘Meet the 
Missus,’ 
True Story 
ments, through Arthur Kudner; Nes- 
bitt fruit products, 
periods 
Parade.’ 
Town Talk bread, 156 quarter-hour 
periods of 
Mother,’ 


Association, five quarter-hour bfoad- 


Or what agency will advise a client | 


commercial 
carry 
ing). 


(2) 
corded show, Monday through Fri- 
day, 
by Mort Lawrence, w.k. free-lance 
gabber here. 
Harry Feigenbaum agency, and starts 
Sept. 1. 


locally, 
the News’ broadcast yesterday over 
Mutual via WIP. 
is Bavuk Cigar Co. 


‘ 


t 


Cc 


Z 


ner, 
jt 
Reynolds Tobacco, 78 spots, 
William Esty; 
week 
Foret Triplex Shoes, nine spots, 


t 


even agencies, ever check these com- | daily 


KYW:National Bakers’ Service, 
participation in Ruth Welles 
program, through R. /. Foley; Mil- 


dine Corporation (face cream), 
sition on the dial—and too often the | participation 


in Welles program, 
| Iowa Soap Co., participation in 
| Welles program, through James G. 


Lamb (all for 13 weeks); 
the | Milk, five spots weekly, through Er- 


win-Wasey; Procter & Gamble 
(Duz), 65 spots, through Compton 
Advertising; Wesson Oil, six spots 
| weekly, through Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt; Foster-Milburn Co, (Doan’s 

six spots weekly, through 


for the | Pills), ; 
| Street & Finney (renewal). 


780 spots, 
hold 
in Laura 


made it impossible to | 
White. (A suit is still. pend- 
White signed a contract Saturday. 
with WFIL for a one-hour re- 


for 52 weeks. It will be handled 


Deal was set through 


Cal Tinney, also off for some time 
started airing his ‘Sizing Up 


Show’s bankroller 
(Phillies). 

Household Finance Co., 
through BBD&O; House- 
Finance Co., 52 participations 
May Stuart program, 
hrough BBD&O; Bell Telephone 
o., eight spots; True Story maga- 
ine, 23 spots, through Arthur Kud- 
Reader’s Digest, 26 spots, 
hrough BBD&O (renewal); R. J. 
through 
Manhattan Soap Co., 
ix fine-minute news programs a 
(52 weeks), through Franklin 


WCAU: 





hrough Chalmers & Wiswell. 


daily 


Carnation 





Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 
Aug. 2. July 26..Change. 
Network 9,373 9,778 —4.1 
J ee 20,653 20,605 + 0.2 
| Nat’) Spot.. 5,019 4,795 +4.6 
ree 35,045 35,178 —0.3 


but what agency will discourage the | Total 


| 


| ment, 


} eiers 


|Roval Typewriters 
Plugged on KFEL | 


| Raymond Keane, 156 quarter 
In closing, I would like to men- | St 








1 newscasts, 


KFI; Ivory Soap 
Plugged via KNX: 


‘ereeel Aug. 5. 
tumbled last week on all 
No alarm, however, as de- 


Units 


KFI: Par soap, 29 quarter-hour 
through Thomaschke-Elliott; 


magazine, 16 announce- 


26 quarter-hour 
of John Nesbitt’s ‘Passing 
through Walter K. Neill; 


transcribed ‘Dearest 
through Olian Adv.; Ford 
Dealer Advertising Fund, 78 quarter- 
hour programs, through McCann, 
Erickson, 

KECA: Southern California Floral 


casts of ‘Garden Club of the Air’; 
Bullock's department store, 25 one- 
minute transcriptions, through Dana 
Jones: Kelly Kar, 143 quarter-hour 
through Milton Weinberg; 
L. A. county fair, 13 announcements. 

KNX: Ivory soap, 13 announce- 
ments, through Compton Adv.; Kel- 
logg’s Pep, 55 announcements, through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

KHJ: Home Makers Club, 65 half- 
hour programs, through Glasser- 
Gailey; Gilmore oil, 10 five-minute 
broadcasts of ‘War Letters,’ through 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

















| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
Aug. 2. July 26. Change. 
Network ... 11,866 11,945 —0.7 
Local 4,391 4,476 —1.9 | 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,617 1,669 —3.1 | 
Total 17,874 18,090 —1.1| 





KIRO’S ‘FARM FORUM 
MARKS 500TH B’DCAST | 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 

KIRO sold a participating spot in | 
six times weekly ‘Housewives, Inc.’ 
to Minzels, 
and also added a direct marketing 
service to the early morning ‘Farm 
Forum,’ Bill 
farmers. 
mote from the 
Marketing Service 
building, will give producers 
day’s wholesale and shipping point 
prices for the day. Formerly prices 
were for prev day. 
also marks the 500th consecutive air- 
ing of the Forum. The Columbia 
station put on a show for ad agency 
representatives Wednesday 





rious 


ing a preview of 
ence participating variety show with 
a quiz angle. Jerry Ross emceed, 


dling the music. 


two prize fig 
Abrams-Soose. 














Denver, Aug. 5. 

Best sale was that of three quar- 
| ter-hours a week for a year by KOA 
|to the Kortz Jewelry Co. Other 
business mostly announcements. 

KOA: Kortz Jewelry Co., through 
hours; 
ate of Colorado Revenue Depart- 

through Max Goldberg, five 
uncements; Intermountain Tr 
Association, two spots; Elit 
Gardens, through Robertson Recanaser 


anno 


| two spots; Dupler’s Furriers, through 


KLZ: J. C. Robinson Seed Co.. 
|'through E. H. Brown, 26 announce- | 
|} ments; State of Colorado Revenue | 


| 


| Department, 


Ted Levy, 48 announcements. 


through Max Goldberg, 
five spots; May Co. department store, 
52 announcements; Chas. E. Wells 
Music Co., 39 announcements. 
KFEL: Young Peoples Church of 
the Rockies, increase of quarter 
hours to half hours, one weekly, one 
month; Elitch Gardens, through 
Robertson agency, four announce- 
ments; Alamo Exposition, through 
Max Goldberg, 14 announcements; 
Royal Typewriter Co., five spots; 
Cramer Foot Comfort Shop, through 
Ted Levy, 13 five-minutes; Monitor, 











13 spots; H. & I. Tire Co., 13 an- 
nouncements. 

| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug. 2. July 26..Change. 

Network .. 7,915 1,735 +2.3 

Local ..... . 6,479 6,984 —7.2 

Nat’] Spot.. 2,432 2,463 —1.2 

Total ...... 16,826 17,182 —2.0 





ee 


KOMO-KJR’s 
ger, 


commercial mana- 
Hugh M. Feltis, is very active in 


vertising Association for business 
and in defense of the consumer. 
Feltis is president of the Seattle Ad- 
| vertising and Sales Club, which is 
| working with 22 other ad clubs on 
| the Coast in this campaign. 








| | c ‘ompar: rative Unit C Count | 
“ % of 
Aug. 2. July 26. Change. 

Network ... 7,430 7,300 +1.9 
Local ...... 7,036 6.974 +0.9 

| Nat’l Spot.. 734 756 —2.9 
Total ...... 15,200 15,030 +1.1 


WCAE’S Dept. Store Acct. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Continuing to open up the depart- 
ment store field locally, Hearst sta- 
tion WCAE has landed still another 
commercial here from Gimbel’s. It’s 
a six times weekly show called ‘News 
of the New’ and goes out every 
morning except Sunday at 9:15 for 
quarter-hour. Francine (Blum), 
store’s fashion expert, will do the 
commentating, and program is de- 
signed almost wholly for femme ap- 
peal, featuring news of not only new 
clothes but also new books, new 
music, ete. 

Or, as the WCAE publicity release 
relates, ‘she will likewise present the 
woman’s point of view in a man’s 
world—a taut world where condi- 
tions require the subordination of 
the feminine viewpoint.’ Honest, 
that’s what it said. , 








Moshier’s broadcast to | 
New service, direct by re- | 
U. S. Agricultural | 
in the Federal | 


the 


| 
cosmetic manufacturers, 
) 
| 


This week | 


night | 
(30) at the Arabian theatre, present- | 
‘Tap a Tune’ audi-.| 


with Bob Dickinson’s orchestra han- | 


KOL added to network totals with | 
ts: Zivic-Cochrane and | 


the public relations campaign being | 
carried on by the Pacific Coast Ad- | 


MONTREALDEPT. 
STORES IN RADIO 


—_———_—__ 


Montreal, Aug. 5, 
The Big Four department stores 
in this city, under continual sales 
pressure by local radio for past year, 
are beginning to break down and are 
now definitely in the radio field, 


Their hard and fast rule was to buy 
100,000 line contract with the Star 
and La Presse and smaller space 
with the other papers every year 
with little more than spot announce- 
ments on the air. 


Canadian Marconi station CFCF 
has Morgan's signed to a year’s con- 
tract of transcription (‘Pinocchio’) 
stories to run every week commenc- 
ing in October, and Easton's has 
booked Christopher Ellis for a news- 
cast every morning at 8 am. for 
six months starting August 18 as a 
goodwill program. 








WHEELING 


G Fort Industry Market 


After 15 Years 


Of Patient 
Waiting 


Now 
Full 


Time! 
19” 


Consecutive 
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Daily 
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~The Story of Gov't Programs 





Number Three in the Friedrich-Sayre Studios in 
‘Radio Control’ Appears Under Rockefeller Grant 








By ROBERT J. LANDRY 
The Radiobroadcasting Research 
Project (Rockefeller - financed), 
which is headed by Carl J. Friedrich 
at Littauer Centre, Harvard Univer- 
sity, has published the third of a 
proposed half dozen small volumes 


(50c) each of which is a study in the 
control of radio.’ All students of 
broadcasting must hail these book- 
lets for their brilliant clarity, their 
bringing together of the many 
threads of broadcast history. Young 
though this medium is, so much has 
happened and is happening, so vast 
and many-sided is the field that 
these small books convey big bene- 
fits upon those who value perspec- 
tive and the relation of ‘what’ to 
‘why.’ 

In the case of ‘An Analysis of the 
Radiobroadcasting Activities of 
Federal Agencies’ (No. 3 in the 
series) Friedrich’s research associate, 
Jeanette Sayre, has told the high- 
lights of the story of radio’s 
changing relationship to Government 
from the earliest Dept. of Agricul- 
ture and Dept. of Labor series on 
NBC (and before there was an 
NBC) down to the present policy 
shift as exemplified in CBS’ ‘Re- 
port to the Nation’ series. 


Although part of the booklet is al- 
ready familiar stuff to the cogno- 
scenti of broadcasting. It’s a dis- 
tinct service and a blessed con- 
venience to have so much data, dates 
and scholarship assembled in a single 
binding. As for those who come 
afterwards and without previous 
knowledge of the field this muster- 
ing of incident with running com- 
mentary is sure to be ‘educational’ 
in the best sense. 

The Friedrich-Sayre method does 
not limit itself, as is so often the 
case with radio ‘scholarship,’ to life- 





less documents and pompous official 
statements. A judicious selection of | 
verbatim quotes from_ testimony, | 
private conversations, trade com- | 
ment, the journalistic footnotes of 
the moment infuses the record with 
& sense of contending forces that 
were and are specific persons. 

A lot of industry and a lot of na- 
tional history clicks into place, like 
the tumblers of a combination, as 
the fight for advantage via radio is 
retraced by Miss Sayre, It was not 
just party politics. It was destiny 
moving up to new positions. 

The romance between business 
and the N.R.A. did not last long, but 
while it lasted, and while it was 
‘patriotic’ to support the Blue Eagle, 
most of the exhortation was heard 
on the radio. The press was pretty 


sour on the N.R.A. almost from the }. 


first screech of the test tube fowl. 
The Administration turned spon- 
taneously to radio to offset the hos- 
tility of the publishers. The press 
at the time was also feuding with 
radio. Radio was new, pert, un- 
handicapped by complacency as of 
that date. The press was suffering 
a little just then from a recently 
fly-specked reputation in the realm 
of economic and political prophecy. 
The country was being suddenly 
drenched with new ideas, ideas that 
professors and economists and s50- 
cial scientists and students of pub- 
lic opinion had bottled unknown to, 
or at least unappreciated by, the 
men of the markets. All these criss- 
crossing currents made themselves 
felt on the radio and at a time when, 
it must not be forgotten, there were 
advocates of Government ownership 
of radio stations in constant cry. 


The ultimate pattern of American 
radio will undoubtediy include room 
for Government programs. Mean- 
time, how Government programs 
got that way and how they have 
been financed, produced, dissemin- 
ated is pithily told in this Harvard 
booklet. Due consideration is given 
the attacks and the defense strategy 
to date. Allusion is made, also, to 
the unrewarded, so far, attempts in 
Washington, to get the bureaucrats 
routed through a central radio book- 
ing office, an attempt that has 
bogged down under the disinterest 
congenital to Bureaucrat A as re- 
gards the publicity welfare of Bu- 
reaucrat B. 


For a worm’s eye-view of Amer- 
ica adjusting itself to radio and to 
expanding concepts of democracy 
this latest booklet from Cambridge 
is highly recommended to all 
thoughtful broadcasters and men of 
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IT’S PELLETIER AGAIN 





Sherwin-Williams Paint Renews Its 
Metropolitan Auditions 





Sherwin-Williams paint has re- 
newed for the ‘Metropolitan Audi- 
tions of the Air’ program Sunday on 
NBC-Blue and the series will resume 
in October. 

Wilfred Pelletier will again baton 
the show, with Anna Erskine writing 
the scripts. Warwick & Legler is the 
agency, 





New York City—Richard Link- 
roum, formerly operations super- 
visor in the CBS production depart- 
ment, has joined the network’s pro- 
gram service department in a gen- 
eral capacity and as contact on the 
Maj. Bowes show. 








Means Little 





Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 5. 
Goodwill programs from the 
United States to South and Cen- 
tral America are having little 
effect. Only weathy Latin- 
Americans can afford shortwave 
equipped radios. 

Professor Noemy DaSilveira 
Rudolfer, professor of psychology 
at the University of Paolo in 
Brazil, gave this opinion to the 
Conference on Religion and the 
World at Harvard University 
here. 


DON LEE BREAKS OUT 
WITH IST COAST FM 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Don Lee’s frequency modulation 
transmitter makes its bow Aug. 11 
and remains on the air every day 
thereafter from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Appropriate ceremonies mark the 
inaugural for K45LA, first of the 
western FM’s to throw out a signal. 
Figured around 3,000 sets in the 
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Musicians Union Wants 100 Members — 





On Regular XEW Staff Payroll 


GEORGE CASE TO WCFL 


Will Be Program Director of Chi- 
cago’s Labor Station 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 
George Case comes in as produc- 
tion manager and program director 
at WCFL, the Chicago Federation of 
Labor station. 

Case previously was with WTMV, 
St. Louis, where he had been located 
for the past two years. Prior to that 
had been associated with several sta- 
tions in the midwest and south. 
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Corpus Christi, Texas.—Announc- 
ing staff at KEYS is now composed 
of fours members. William Newkirk 
is program director and handles the 
sports; Lester Kaminsky is a general 
announcer and does selling; other 
new additions are Al Keirsey and 





Mexico City, Aug. 5. 

Station XEW, largest in Mexico 
(750,000 watts), faces a strike by the 
radio branch of the Musicians Union, 
Talks are in progress under the 
supervision of the Federal Board of 
Conciliation in an effort to avert a 
break. 

Although by far the largest single 
radio employer of musicians, XEW 
is faced with demands that, it asserts, 
are unreasonable. Union wants 
some 100 of its members to be classi- 
fied as regular members of the XEW 
payroll. The station has employed 
some 300 musicians in all, but has 
been using them in various combina- 
tions and at times and in manners 
to suit station and sponsor needs. 

Othon Velez is handling the nego- 
tiations for the station. 





Philadelphia.—Betty McGarvy will 














coverage area will take the pro-| Bill Sharp, both of- KROD, El Paso,| leave WPEN to take post as airline 
grams, Texas, hostess with TWA. 
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Mary Margaret McBride 





TO BROADCAST OVER WEAF 





in the New 





affairs, 








Her well-known participation-program for 
women will go on the air September 2,1941— 
wiil be broadcast to the world’s richest mar- 
ket, Mondays through Fridays, 1 to 1:45 p.m. 





For nearly seven years, Mary Margaret McBride’s 
45-minute radio feature has been outstanding 
York market. To advertisers, as 
well as audiences, Miss McBride has endeared 
herself. And she has built an enormous follow- 
ing among women who buy, in amazing 


quantities, the products she recommends. 





Now, with WEAF’s impact of 50,000 watts 
delivered the Salt Water Way to America’s 


richest market, Mary Margaret McBride’s pro- 


grams can reach bigger audienees than ever 


—can show bigger results than ever to adver- 


tisers who know the sales power of a woman 


speaking to women about their products! 


Write or telephone today for complete details. 
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Milwaukee — Martin McGeehan, | 
formerly of WEMP and recently on | 
the Coast, has returned to the mid- | 
dlewest, joining the sales department 
of WIND, Gary, Ind. 





San Francisco —- Jack Bennett, 
KGO-KPO announcer, has shifted to 
KGEI to handle the 3 to 9 a.m. shift 
of programs beamed toward Asia. 





Lynchburg, Va. — Grover Cobb | 
from Salina, Kan., and Wayne Tyler 
from WTNJ, Trenton N. J., now on 
announcing at WLVA. 

Earl Hotaling, commercial spieler, 
shifted to WBTM, the Tri-Cities 
mouthpiece at Danville, Va. 





Hamilton, Ont.— Dave Robbins, 
publicity man at CKOC here, has 
joined the Canadian army. Lloyd | 
Westmoreland subbing until a suc- 
cessor is appointed. 





New York City.—Sidney Robbins, 
formerly with the commercial de- 
partment of WALA, Birmingham, 
and WINS, New York, has joined 
the sales staff of WWRL, Wood- 
side, L. I. 





Springfield, Mass.—Jerry Lansing 
formerly of WTRY, Troy, at WMAS 
as program manager. Replaces F. 
Turner Cooke, now a lieutenant, 
junior grade, United States navy. 





New Haven.—Jerry Lewis shifted 
from news to regular announcing 
staff at WELI, replacing Bob Flem- 
ing, now in army. Bill Dukeshire, 
off WELI for several months, re- 
turns Aug. 1 to assist news editor 
Carey Cronan. 





Regina, Sask.—Bill Speers, assist- 
ant manager of CKCK, Regina, 
moved to CKOC, Hamilton, Ont., as 
assistant manager. 





Meose Jaw, Sask.—New announcer 
at CHAB is George Broatch and 
new engineer and operator is Leo 
Heydamack. 





San Antonio.—Recent additions to 
the WOAI staff are James Alfred 
Landers in the news room and How- 











Payroll Traffic 





| 


$toooooeo 


ard O. Sheets in the control room. 
Sheets is from KXYZ, Houston. 

Tommy Reynolds has been named 
program director and chief an-| 
nouncer here for station KABC by | 
Charles B. Meade, station manager. | 
Jack Copeland, former program 
director, will be in charge of the en- | 
larged KABC newsroom. 

Additions to the KMAC announc- 
ing staff are Ray Hone, Bob ‘Pat’ 
O’Brien and Eddie Hyman. Hone 
comes from the staff of KABC here, 
other two are newcomers to radio. 


| 
| 
| 





Boston.—Natalie Porter, of Minne- 
apolis, has been added to WEEI’s 
staff, assisting chief engineer Phil 
Baldwin. 





Atlanta.— Jack Swift, formerly 
with WSUN and WTSP, St. Peters- 
burg, has joined WSB news staff. 





Jamestown, N. Y.—Station WJTN | 
here lost Frederick W. Winters, Jr., 
transmitter engineer to army, and 
Marshall Shantz, Jr., program direc- 
tor, goes off to be a Flying Cadet. 





Philadelphia.—James Felix, mem- 
ber of KYW dramatic department, 
has been ealled to Army duty. He'll 
report Aug. 6. 

New additions to WPEN staff are 
Frank Kent, announcer, formerly of 
WHOM, Jersey City; Harry Wood, 
announcer, formerly of KYW; Ger- 
ald Hiltz, engineer,;once of WCBA; 
Miss Georgia Bunn, new secretary 
to general manager Arthur Simon. 
Phil Frankenberger of the promo- | 
tion staff now handling publicity. 

Joseph Corr, ex-spieler on WBAB, 
Atlantic City, has joined the WDAS | 
staff. 











Youngstown, O.—Carl Lindberg, | 
for ten years radio engineer at} 
WKBN, Youngstown, left Sunday | 


(27) to take up duties as engineer at | 
WJSV, Washington, D. C. 





Buffalo. New faces at WEBR are | 
Jean Carr, doing women’s shopping 
stint, and Anthony Kaye on news- 
casts. Latter was with WMCA and | 
WNEW, New York. 








Pittsburgh—Nelson C. Nicholls is 
new engineer on staff of Hearst sta- 
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in 
* Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 


stirring novel 
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tion WCAE. He replaces Walter) 
| Thompson, who resigned to go with | 
\WGN in Chicago. Nicholls was for- | 


Va. | 





New York City—Two NBC page- | 
boys have resigned to take outside 
jobs. Thomas Armstrong has joined 
| WTRY, Troy, N.Y., as announcer, 
| while Kenneth E. Shaw has taken a 
laboratory job with Dumont Tele- | 
vision. 

Donald Lewis, formerly in the 
NBC mail room, has joined the net- 
work’s special events staff, succeed- 

| ing Lars Skattebol, who left to go 
| with the Associated Press. 
St. Louis——Louis McComas Young, 
chief engineer at KMOX, dons khaki 
| this week as major in the USS. Air| 
'Corps. Will be assigned at Wright | 
| Field, Dayton, O. | 

Schenectady. — Henry Bachrach | 
takes the place of Merrill Phillips 4 





‘assistant to G. Emerson Markham, 
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: ‘ ; | keting 
i'merly with WWVA in Wheeling, W. |, 


| watched very 


| invade 
|fact that the various oil companies 


of advertising 


director of agricultural broadcasting 
for General Electric Company on 
WGY, Schenectady, Phillips having 
been shifted to KGEI, GE _ short- 
waver in San Francisco. Dwelle S. 
Hoag, formerly with WGNY, New- 
burgh, N. Y., is chief engineer of 
W474, new FM station put into op- 
eration in the Helderberg Mountains 
by Capitol Broadcasting Company 
of Schenectady. Leonard Asche 
general manager of the station, 
which employs four engineers, three 
announcers and a program director. 


Atlanta—Bob Pollock, assistant 
production manager at WSB, given 
his summons by the army as a sec- 
ond looie. 


is 








Seattle—Phil Riley, formerly with 
Mutual in San Diego, is now musical 
librarian at KIRO, Seattle. 

Phil Crane, formerly of WBBM, 
announcing for KOL. 


San Francisco—KYA additions: 
Fred Daiger, announcer formerly 
with WSUN and WAPI. E. A. 


Dorais, account executive formerly 
in newspaper field. 

San Francisco.—Neil McIntyre, re- 
cently with KSRO, Santa Rosa, is 
new addition to KJBS mike staff, re- 
placing Merle Peterson, who has gone 
to NBC. 





Ft. Wayne.—Marjorie Zurbuch, 
new at WOWO-WGL, Ft. Wayne, 
under Frank V. Webb, sales man- 
ager. 

Kent Josef joins WOWO-WGL as 
staff announcer Aug. 11. 7 

Bob Wilson, WOWO-WGL news- 
caster, on sick list with infected arm. 











Oil’s Answer 

















aes Continued from page 27 See 


or to provide as efficient service as 
possible. 

‘Advertising is an integral part 
of competitive selling. The right to 
advertise is one inherent in our basic 
economy. And it brings social bene- 
fits, as will be pointed out below. 

‘Competition exists in the oil busi- 
ness: Since the existence of compe- 
tition is a fundamental premise in 
this argument, the fact that compé- 
tition exists in the oil industry must 
be established. No extensive proof 
will be attempted here—nor is it 


| necessary. 


‘Proof enough is found in the fact 
that leading oil companies’ propor- 
tions of total business in their mar- 
territories are much lower 
than they used to be, due to the en- 


| trance of new companies; that the 
are | 


total business 
jealously; that from 
time to time the different companies 
each others’ territories, the 


percentages of 


are continually taking dealers away 
from each other; and that price wars 
often break out.... 

‘Competition results 
differentiation and improvement: 
One of the results of competitive 
advertising is that each company is 
constantly looking for methods to 
make its products different from and 
better than those of its competitors. 
It is looking 
play up in its advertising. Adver- 
tising is often charged with bring- 
ing about inconsequential differences 
or of adding worthless gadgets to its 
products. 

‘But who is to decide whether an 
improvement is worth while? Ob- 
the 
final decision. This applies to mi- 
nor improvements as well as to radi- 


in product 


| cal ones. 


‘The cost of advertising per unit of 
product is extremely low: As com- 
pared with other industries the cost 
oil products, especi- 
ally gasoline, is way below the aver- 
age. It is to be measured in tenths 


for ‘talking points’ to | 


jin this city August 14 to 16, 
|conference is aimed at the Latin 


| to further Pan American relations. 


| 
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| negotiations made by Luis Sanchez 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


Office of Howard Reinheimer, the lawyer, denied last week the report 
that Lawrence Stallings, co-author with Maxwell Anderson of ‘What Price 
Glory?’, had objected to the use of their Capt. Flagg and Sergt. Quirt 
characters in a radio series by Mennen’s. The Reinheimer office Stated 
that it had granted Mennen the right to use the Flagg and Quirt monikers 
‘for a consideration.’ 

The series, which will feature Edmund Lowe and Victor McLaglen 
starts on the NBC-Blue (Sunday, 7:30-8 p.m.) in September. The all. 
around cost for the program, handled by the Russell Seeds agency, of 
Chicago, is $3,000. 








As a result of Variery’s ‘Follow Up Comment’ last week that there wag 
an ‘unexplained knocking sound effect’ on a recent ‘Story of Bess Johnson’ 
broadcast, there was an investigation by the NBC production department, 
It developed that a carpenter, working in a studio in Radio City, N. y 
had been hammering on the floor above the one where the ‘Bess Johnson’ 
show originated. Basil Loughrane, director of the program, had com- 
plained about the noise, but was overruled by the NBC engineering staff, 
which explained that the hammering sound was of such low frequency 
it wouldn’t be picked up by the microphone. Check of the recording of 
the show proved the engineering department’s misapprehension. 


United Press in a publicity release last week asserted it was revealing ‘a 
hitherto well-kept trade secret’ that the U. P. has long maintained a wireless 
receiving station and shortwave listening post in Valhalla, N. Y. The U. P, 
post is not quite the secret that the press agent suggests (it has been mene« 
tioned in VarRIETy on at least two occasions), but he does reveal some data: 
Valhalla is manned night and day by 12 men, a printer circuit connects 
with the U. P. headquarters in Manhattan, and on busy days in the Euro- 
pean mess 40,000 words have been relayed. Only a small pertentage is, 
of course, passed on to U. P. clients. 





Episode 23 of Brisacher, Davis, San Francisco agency’s beer platters, 
‘Barrel of Fun’ which will ether around the end of August, was cut at 
March Field, near Riverside. Entire company, headed by Charles Ruggles 
and including Dave Rose’s orchestra, did its stuff before 3,500 enlisted men. 
In addition to the 30-minute waxing, troupe did a 20-minute pre-show and 
an afterpiece running an hour and a half, giving Uncle Sam’s boys two 
and a half hours of talent. 





Edward Lasker, general manager of Lord & Thomas, denied last week 


| the report that his frequent trips to Washington recently have to do with 


his becoming a commissioned officer in the U. S. Navy. 

It was also disclosed last week that the agency has no intention of 
naming a general director of radio, as replacement for Thomas McAvity, 
who recently resigned, but that L & T would resume its old arrangement 
of letting each individual office run its own radio activities. 

H. R. Gross, a former newscaster for WHO, Des Moines, Iowa, and now 
with WLW in Cincinnati, is said to be considering entering the Republican 
primary race in Iowa as a candidate for the United States senate. Gross 
will visit Iowa on his vacation about Aug. 15 and will check with sup- 
porters and friends regarding the advisability of entering the campaign. 

Gunnar O. Wiig, general manager of WHEC, Rochester, N. Y., was 
sworn in as a citizen at ceremonies last week before Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Lewis A. Gilbert. Wiig is a native of Oslo, Norway, and came to this 


|} country in 1904, when he was two. 


American radio contact as 


of a cent per gallon, and has no ap- | 


preciable effect on prices. 


tising would be a definite step 
toward the destruction of our com- 
petitive economy: If one believes 
that we make progress through our 
system of free enterprise and compe- 
tition, he can’t help believing in ad- 
vertising. Without advertising there 
would be little incentive to strive 
for product differences, which mean 
product improvement. As pointed 
out above, gradual changes result 
over a period of time in substantial 
improvement and progress. And this 
striving for improvements is defi- 
nitely stimulated by the right to in- 
fluence the public to buy—a right 





| 


BIA, 5.C. 


National 


Representatives 


| 


that is inherent in our free economy. 
Advertising is therefore at the very 
root of our competitive system. 
Anything that hampers advertising 
would tend to break down our sys- 
tem of individual incentive and free 
competition. 


‘Government restriction of adver- | 


Milton Samuel, KGO-KPO, San Francisco, press chief, discovered a 14- 
year-old amateur ventriloquist named Shirley Dinsdale who works with 
a doll. Girl has now been on Bennie Walker’s amateur hour, 
with Joe E. Brown, and a department store stunt, 


a special 


Negotiations are in progress for Gladys Swarthout to appear on a new 
radio show starting in October supported by Deems Taylor as commenta- 
tor, and with Frank Black’s orchestra. 

After a couple of months absence with stomach ulcers, Bill Miller, of 
the NBC press department, is back on the job in New York headquarters 
of the web. 
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American countries and is designed | 


CBS, it is understood, chose Mex- | BEN NY RUBIN 
ico City for the base of this Latin | AS 
““MR. GINSBURG”’ 
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FOR 


a result of | 
ARCH OBOLER 








Ponton, the Mexican Minister of | 
Public Education, during his recent | 
visit to the U.S. 




















By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
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GUY LOMBARDO ORCHESTRA tHFFFFFF FoF os ooessesses | ‘SONG WITHOUT END’ . ‘HAROLD TEEN’ 
30 Mins. With Burgess Meredith, Margo, How- 20 Winks With Charles Flynn, Bob Jellison, 


COLGATE-PALMOLIVE-PEET 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Ted Bates) 

Colgate recently dropped its ‘Spot- 
light’ program with Ed East's ‘ama- 
teurs’ and Charles Hathaway's or- 
chestra to pick up Guy Lombardo. 
Latter shifted from Lady Esther (his 
place taken by Freddie Martin, re- 
viewed also in this issue) and the 
change has brought to Colgate the 

erennial, popular-flavored, syrupy 
style that has put and kept Lom- 
pardo on a high level over the years. 

Plans for the initial Colgate show 
were neatly drawn, designed to en- 
compass all sorts of tempi and 
tunes, brisk, sweet, old and new, 
which made for a fully rounded 
session. Lombardo is continuing his 
spotlighting of ‘future hits’ and also 
includes, late in the show, a medley 
of requests filed by listeners. 

Production was responsible for 
much of the smooth, running pace. 
Commercials hammered at the same 
‘Golgate’s brightens your teeth’ an- 
gle, but they were neatly dressed 
and woven into the pace. One, for 
instance, cued by vocalist Kenny 
Gardiner, gave as his reason for be- 
ing late for rehearsal his chance 
overhearing of the plaint of a gal re 
the opposite sex. Of course she had 
dull teeth. Wood. 


‘PUN AND PUNISHMENT’ 
With John Cameron Swayze 
30 Mins.—Local 

KMBC, Kansas City 

In the heat of summer KMBC un- 
veiled this audience-participation, 
punning game on a_ sustaining basis 
with the hope it will make a com- 
mercial package in the fall. The old 
game of ‘teakettle’ under KMBC’s 
revision becomes the game of ‘yak,’ 
and the program is a guessing con- 
test rather than a quiz. Four con- 
testants vie to find the key word 
covered by the word ‘yak’ in sten- 
tences and conversations of the 
board of three ‘yaksperts’ and John 
Cameron Swayze, the m.p. (master 
of pundemonium). Failure of a con- 
testant to guess the word in a min- 
ute and a half sends the announcer 
to a member of the audience for the 
answer. 

Commercial possibilities, if on the 
tardy end of a cycle, are favorable 
for the type sponsor whose product 
can easily be put into the audience’s 
hands via the prize route. Exec Karl 
Koerper enlisted most of the sta- 
tion personnel from Don Macon who 
worked out the idea which began 
with script writer Janette Huckins, 
to Frank Barhydt of publicity, and 
Felix Adams, program director. 

Initial stanza had an able trio of 
yaksperts in Landon Laird, K. C. 
Star columnist and critic, Keith Mar- 
tin, director of the Art Institute, and 


Harold Hunt, superintendent of 
schools. Likewise John Miller, a 
public speaker; Lyman Moore, as- 


sistant city manager; Helen Finch, 
teacher and book reviewer, and 
Mary Pillow of Independence were 
‘fortunate’ choices as _ contestants. 
Miss Finch and Moore tied for dupli- 
cate awards of ten-buck books of 
defense savings stamps, but finer di- 
vision of points in the future will 


of ties. 

Although especially pretentious for 
a local production, this one was not 
without some lumps which will 
probably get ironed out with experi- 
ence. Swayze was evidently under 
pressure in the opener as were some 
other participants. Little less for- 
mality beginning with Swayze 
should permeate the entire half- 
hour for better listener and audience 
interest. 

Question as to whether the audi- 
ence shall be let in on identity of 
key word for laugh interest while 
it is being used is to be worked out 
in next few stanzas. Next scripts 
Should play down the pun angle 
somewhat overworked in this ses- 





probably eliminate the possibilities | Okay for television. 
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VAUDEVILLE SHOW 
With Giles O'Connor, Dancing Debs 

(2), Bonzo the Dog (Al Latell), 

Caroline Marsh, The Rowlands 

(2), Charles Althoff, Bankhoff and 

Girlie 
60 Mins. 

Monday, 8:30 p. m. 
WCBW (CBS), New York 

As handled by CBS in its by-now 
familiar ad-libbish style, this bill 
of standard vaudeville acts was con- 
tinuously amusing Monday (4) night. 
Entire 60-minute stanza had been 
given only a sketchy run-through, 
but no formal rehearsal. Thus, there 
were innumerable flaws, such as the 
cameras or the director being just 
too late to catch a comedy touch, or 
slight confusion resulting from an 
act missing a cue. But that off-the- 
elbow manner of presentation pro- 
vides an informal, relaxed, leisurely 
and intimate show. 

This vaude program took the form 
of casual gathering of acts, appar- 
ently oblivious of an audience and 
performing for their own and each 
other’s amusement. Thus, m.c. Giles 
O’Connor didn’t introduce the acts, 
but wandered about, asking them 
their names and what they did and 
if they’d show him their stuff. They 
talked to and about each other and, 
intermittently, about television. 
Worthington Miner, from legit, di- 
rected the show. 

Of the individual acts, the Dancing 
Debs (Lillian and Gertrude) did two 
tap and an acro routine, Bonzo the 
Dog (Al Latell) was in and out of 
the action with laughable clowning, 
Caroline Marsh sang three numbers, 
The Rowlands (Lew and Dorothy) 
roller skated, Charles Althoff of- 
fered his standard and always hilar- 
ious rube comedy violin act, while 
Bankhoff and Girlie, a good act from 
way back, presented=+.comedy and 
acrobatic dances that bore the marks 
of authority. 

Much of the entertainment was 
due to the showmanship of the pres- 
entation. Hobe. 


RICHARD HUBBELL 
News 

15 Mins, 

Monday, 8 p.m. 

WCBW (CBS), New York. 


As a 15-minute starter for its 90- 
minute television show Monday (4), 
CBS offered an illustrated reading 
of the war news dispatches. An- 
nouncer Richard Hubbell was the 
spieler, using a pointer and gummed 
markers to indicate on wall-maps, 
the locale of reported action. 

There was little movement or pace 
to the stanza, but more than it would 
have been via radio, as the maps and 
Hubbell’s appearance offered some 
visual diversion. Rudy Bretz di- 
rected. Hobe. 


TAMARA 

Songs 

15 Mins, 

Monday, 8.15 p.m. 

WCBW (CBS), New York. 

Tamara, the legit actress-singer, is 
Her sexy good 
looks register clearly via the icono- 
scope and she avoids mugging as 
she warbles English, Russian and 
Spanish folk songs and ballads. Fact 
that she supplies her own guitar ac- 
companiment for some of the songs 
also adds to the visual effect. 

As caught Monday (4) night, it 
was an entertaining 15 minutes for 
the ear and eye. One notable effect 
was obtained when a light fuse blew 
out and one side of the singer’s face 
was in shadow. It accidentally gave 
the number an attractively arty 
quality. Fact that Tamara’s session 
ran a bit overtime forced fading her 
out before the end of the last num- 
ber. That, too, was an effective de- 
vice. Steve Marvin directed. 

Hobe. 
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; a homespun commentator. 


ard Barlow Orchestra 
40 Mins. 

FORECAST No. 6 
Monday, 9:20 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

The makers of beautiful music 
have often lived strange and un- 
beautiful lives, thereby creating dra- 
matic situations for the makers of 
entertainment years afterwards. Lee 
and Jake Shubert paved their fa- 
mous alley in New York with the 
steady profits extracted from the 
tale of Franz Schubert (no relative 
but what a pal!) as embodied in that 
one night stand perennial, ‘Blossom 
Time.’ There is an eloquence and a 
pathos in rich melody which can 
fill in when the story falters, and 
infuse meaning and nostalgia. And 
who, in an imperfect world, is more 
plausibly the misunderstood, frus- 
trated, tortured and lonely figure 
than the composer, especially he who 
slaps the conventions of his day? 

If all the curtain calls of all the 
tenors that stopped the show in 
‘Blossom Time’ could be reduced to 
a statistical chart—so that an ad- 
vertising agency could understand 
it—what a_ great presentation it 
might make for this CBS program, 
which is one great big super-colossal 
‘Blossom Time’ in plan and pattern. 

If any reader of these lines saw 
a number four road company of 
‘Blossom Time’ in Strawberry Bend, 
Idaho, about 1924 these remarks are 
cancelled as unfair, misleading and 
ancient history. Like ‘Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,’ there have been perform- 
ances and there have been mutila- 
tions of ‘Blossom Time.’ The point 
is that the unrequited love and ex- 
quisite music of the starving Vien- 
nese was of such universal senti- 
mental appeal that the tale became 
an institution. 

For the record and without quib- 
ble it was an expertly contrived and 
paced piece that Columbia offered 
Monday night (4) as its showcase 
sample of what ‘Song Without End’ 
would be like. It wasn’t Franz Schu- 
bert who starved to death, but 
Claude Debussy who lamented his 
lost Gabrielle Dumont for decades, 
meantime glorifying France, music 
and humanity. 

This sort of thing is not simple. 
But for radio it must seem simple. 
That is why Jean Holloway’s script 
and William Spier’s production rate 
the comment that both seemed ar- 
ticulate, sensitive and a lot of things 
radio writers and radio directors 
often ain’t. 

Repeat the story? Summarize the 
essence? The story was an impres- 
sion, the unfoldment was a frank 
dawdle in the world of dream. 
Sparks. Color. Mood. A _ faint 
chemical trace at best of plot or 
point. Simply an introduction to a 
man who was supremely perceptive 
to his surroundings and a genius in 
tone. 

Howard Barlow’s directing of the 
70-piece orchestra bore the stamp of 
fine musicianship. The piece was 
cued and scored and played to nicely 
bottle up the perfume of Debussy. 
Burgess Meredith, occasionally 
sounding too much like Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., and perhaps too con- 
sciously cast for his ability to poet- 
ize dialog, was in the groove with 
the faint reservations noted. Margo 
made Gabrielle make the grade. 

The first 20 minutes of the broad- 
cast gave preview samples of other 
proposed installments in the series 
and was especially clever in being 
both entertainment and advertising 
simultaneously. 

One thing about the Columbia ra- 
dio equivalent of ‘Blossom Time’: 
the casting director won’t have to 
worry if the leading men can get 
into those difficult pants. Land. 





CAL TINNEY 

Homespun Commentator 

15 Mins. 

PHILLIES CIGARS 

M-W-F, 8 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 
(Ivey & Ellington) 

When you first hear him you im- 
mediately say to yourself ‘that isn’t 
Will Rogers—it just sounds like Will 
Rogers.’ It’s Cal Tinney, of course. 
Cal Tinney who has a sound in- 
stinct for the gold that lies in au- 
thentic American idiom, but who 
can’t quite seem to get the needle of 
his larnyx off that familiar record- 
ing of the rope-spinner. But maybe 
if he keeps trying he’ll pull the right 
valve and something will come out 
that will be good American and im- 
proved Tinney. It’s hard to be pro- 
voked with Tinney even when he 
insists upon being somebody else. 
It’s sort of disarming—the simple, 
corny way he pulls up his buggy 
for a chat, straw in teeth and hair, 
wearing his chuckle on his sleeve. 
The voice of Silas is a trifle too im- 
itative, the patter is uneven, but the 
attitude is right. 

Tinney reacts to current events as 
There’s 
no serious pretense to be an author- 
ity. Just a good-humored, 
sane gent. Not brilliant, although 
always on the point of being dryly 
witty. Maybe awfully like a lot of 
Americans and rather likeable if 
you’re not snobbish about a little 


| ickiness. 


cigars: the 
Land. 


And he sells five-cent 
best that money can Duy. 


If the gas stations close, how 
many all-night programs will 
close with ’em? Early hour ra- 
dio seems to count heavily on 
these service boys. Incidentally, 
about this all-night thing. Do 
you think there are more 
dressed than undressed listeners 
between midnight and 5 a.m.? 
And is a late night audience 
worth going after, anyway? 
Listen to the effort Jerry Law- 
rence is making in New York 
over WOR. He mixes various 
ideas neatly. Not so many, nor 
as original, as Allen Courtney 
did nights for WMCA. but 
Courtney went three months last 
winter without picking up a 
commercial and Lawrence now 
really only has one. Against 
these two looms Stan Shaw who 
hes just completed six years of 
all - night broadcasting for 
WNEW. And he classifies as a 
straight request record-spinner. 
Hence, who’s right, Shaw or 
Lawrence? To date the evidence 
is certainly with Shaw. But 
this paragraph thinks Lawrence 
is handcuffing himself in more 
ways than one; also that there 
is more to this all-night situ- 
ation. So let’s turn out the 
light, etc!...Plenty of bands are 
still playing Glenn Miiller’s ver- 
sion of ‘Tuxedo Junction’ in the 
guise of other tunes.  That’s 
how good that arrangement 
was..+:Cugat’s commercial is re- 
ported being sent to Latin 
America. If it sounds down there 
like some of those South Amer- 
ican broadcasts do up here 
Cugat might as well be on a 
smart 1908 Edison record... 
NBC’s news room continues 
without dramatic sense. Sun- 
day evenings they hop all over 
the Far East but do absolutely 
nothing to dramatize those tre- 
mendous distances. Making it 
very nice for CBS which does 
...It looks as if that Spivak band 
is going to tread water until it 
stops believing its own billing 
of, ‘The Man Who Plays the 
Sweetest Trumpet in the World.’ 
The outfit needs some fire... 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Any Bonds To- 
day?’ will whisk a few memories 
back to ‘Watch Your Step,’ his 
first score for a show produced 
in ’14, 

Shudders of the week: Hey, 
Lawrence. No kiddin’. How 
about trading in ‘Here’s Morgan’ 
for Uncle Don? 








kindly, | 





BERNARD MILES 
Monolog 
10 Mins. 
Wednesday, 8 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Actor has had several stabs at the 
air medium and definitely clicks here 
in a brand of humor rich and dif- 
ferent. He’s reading in a hick dia- 
lect on subjects which lend them- 
selves royally to the hinterland in- 
terpretation. Two of these ‘de- 
spatches from the barnyard’ take up 
the 10 mins. If anything he’s giving 
too much stuff over the air and 
there’s a feeling of his being rushed. 
Session opened with a version ot 
the small-town schoolmam taking 
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Lcretta Poynton, Williard Water- 
man, Beryl Vaughan, Rosemary 
Garbell, Marvin Mueller 

30 Mins. 

HORLICK’S MALTED MILK 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WGN-MBS, Chicago 

(Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham) 

Long one of the nation’s favorite 
comic strip characters, Harold Teen 
loses some of its appeal through this 
radio presentation. There is not 
enough comedy to make it engross- 
ing for a half-hour period, and there 
iS an apparent tendency to ring in 
old, worn-out situations. 

Role of Teen, played by Charles 
Flynn, registers okay. Bob Jellison 
as Shadow is not so good, however, 
and his voice here has an annoying 
quality. Loretta Poynton as Lillums 
and Williard Waterman as Harold’s 
father are satisfactory, as is Beryl 
Vaughn as Cynthia, Harold’s other 
throb. Rosemary Garbell as Josie 
and Marvin Mueller as Beezie are 
only fair, 


Script centered about Harold’s 
dilemma at being stuck with two 
girls on one evening. Gags were 
too obvious, and there was faulty 
timing, which may be overcome in 
future shows, 

Plugs were well worked into the 
Script, what with the boys stopping 
into the ‘Sugar Bowl’ for malteds. 
Idea offers a lot of scope, but con- 
siderable improvement must be 
shown to make this show a winner. 

Script written by Fred Kress, with 
Carl Ed, creator of the comic strip, 
acting in advisory capacity. Gold. 


FREDDIE MARTIN ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins, 
LADY ESTHER 
Monday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Pedlar and Ryan) 


Lady Esther has changed its band 
but not its brand of powerhouse 
commercials. ‘Messages’ from the 
sponsor remain the same, unmerciful, 
icky, over-long, hammering inter- 
ludes they’ve always been, playing 
right up to the border-line of pub- 
lic tolerance. 

Martin’s band, a fixture at the 
Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, is not 
unknown to commercial radio, hav- 
ing been aired by several different 
sponsors in the past. On this pro- 
gram the outfit’s interpretation of 
tunes in widely different, yet popu- 
lar grooves, was satisfying. But 
something ought to be done before 
the next session to get better bal- 
ance of instruments. Brass sounded 
too close to mikes, and the booming 
bass (checked on two different sets) 
got very annoying after the first 10 
minutes. 

Beyond that and a few seemingly 
nervous minutes when the outfit’s 
tempi didn’t seem quite right be- 
hind vocals, Martin’s crew impressed 
as an able successor to Guy Lom- 
bardo. Strings, mutes and good taste 
in selection of tunes left a good im- 
pression, Wood. 





land. To anyone who’s done the tour 
Miles missed nothing of the enter- 
tainment that’s available; the spiel 
was characteristically couched and 
clever in its ribbing. A smooth 
swingover took him into delivery of 
a highbrow hick’s version of ‘Tris- 
tan.’ This treatment of the book 
of the opera was a wow and showed 
a keen penetration of how to dress it 
for laughs. 

There’s definitely room for the 
type of stuff Miles is doing here: it’s 
out of the rut and comes as a pleas- 
ant antidote to the materia! from the 


her class for a tour of Shakespeare | average radio comic. 
| 
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From groceries to replica diamonds . . . front automobiles to a 
zoo... the WNOX sponsor list spans the alphabet to spell out phe- 


nomenal results. 


A man comes 150 miles to buy a WNOX-advertised car; a 
drug product reports a record sales increase; a furniture company’s 
in its fifth year of daily newscasts:—little stories of big results, 


in the rich TVArea! 





Use the A-Z treatments: dd Zip to sales with WNOX! 
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Berkshire Festival in Strong Start: 
26,000 Attend Koussevitzky Concerts 





vv 


By EDWARD SMITH 


Lennox, Mass., Aug. 5. 

The first week of the eighth an- 
nual Berkshire Symphonic Festival 
with the Boston Symphony Orches- 
ra under Serge Koussevitzky closed 
Seder (3), with a total of 26,000 

eople in attendance, largest in his- 
loon. Sunday (3), also saw 9,700 at- 
tending the concert, another. Festi- 
val record. 

Festival has become perhaps the 
most important American summer 
musical attraction, with cars from 
every state in the union represented. 
Koussevitzky seems to be succeeding 
in making the Festival an American 
Salzburg. 

Program for Saturday (2), includ- 
ed Mendelssohn's Italian Symphony, 
which was brilliantly played with 
the beautiful lyricism brought out to 
the fullest, and the Beethoven’s Leo- 
nore Overture No. 3, which fairly 
smoked with fire and brilliance of 
its interpretation. Concert closed 
with Shostakovitch’s Fifth Sym- 
phony, with the orchestra and con- 
ductor bringing out meanings in the 
score undreamed of before, and left 
@ cheering audience recalling the 
men and their leader repeatedly. 

On Sunday (4), Brahms Fourth 
Symphony, which opened the con- 
cert, had a tendency to drag in spots 
until the finish of the finale which 
rang with the clarity and power of 
the reading. 

Copland’s ‘Quiet City’ and Hinde- 
mith’s concerto for Violincello and 
Orchestra followed, neither of which 
showed anything, both works being 
dull and uninteresting, and saying 
nothing. 

The concert and week-end closed 
with Rimsky-Korsakov’s Capriccio 
Espagnol, with the orchestra work- 
ing to an unbelievable climax in in- 
tensity power and brilliance of its 
playing. 

All surrounding towns and villages 
have been sold out for weeks with 
fantastic prices being asked for ac- 
commodations, and none actually 
available. For a 20 mile radius the 
countryside is reaping a small for- 
tune. 


Cincy Opera Draws Big 
Crowds With G. Moore 
And Giovanni Martinelli 


Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 
orice Moore, Gladys Swarthout 
and James Melton sparked the Cin- 

ianati Summer Opera to a 19,274 
raw last week. It was the peak 
— for the first five weeks of the 
ix-week season, which is setting an 
gli-time high for the 20 consecutive 
summers of this venture. - 

Sunday (27) Grace Moore, with 
Angelo Pilotto and Michael Bartlett, 
ulled 3,177 in ‘La Tosea.’ It was 

iss Moore’s debut in that opera. 
They repeated the performance to 
8,342 admissions Tuesday (29). 

Gladys Swarthout and James Mel- 
ton, in ‘Mignon,’ were heard by 
8,654 persons Thursday (31) and re- 
oe to 4,250, the‘ season’s tops, 
aturday (2). 

‘Pagliacci,’ with Giovanni Marti- 
elli, Robert Weede and Vivian 

ella Chiesa, and ‘Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana,’ with Rosa Tentoni, Harold 
Lindi and Claudio Frigerio, were 
presented Wednesday (30) to an 
audience of 1,994 and Friday (1) to 
2,655. 

‘Il Trovatore,’ with Giovanni Mar- 
tinelli, Robert Weede and Nicola 
Moscana was offered Sunday (4) 
night to 1,975 admissions. 











MeNary’s Bookings 
Include Radio Talent 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 5. 

James D. McNary, concert im- 
presario who has met with consid- 
erable success the past two or three 
seasons in presenting singers (includ- 
ing radio and picture stars), instru- 
mentalists, etc., in large Albany and 
Troy film houses, launched a sum- 
mer series at Round Lake, near Ball- 
ston Spa. Dorothy Harrigan, mezzo 
soprano and Gordon Dilworth, bari- 
tone, appeared in joint recital in 
first of the affairs Aug. 1. 

Others booked and the dates are: 
Metropolitan Trio, Aug. 7; Muriel 
Wilson, mezzo soprano (‘Mary Lou 
of the longtime ether favorite, 
‘Showboat’), and Fred Huffsmith, 
tenor (also of radio), Aug. 14; Percy 
Grainger, pianist, Aug. 21. 


AGMA Reversal 
Over AFM Quite 








Last week's decision by the New 
York State Court of Appeals, at Al- 
bany, reversing the Appellate Divi- 
sion on the American Guild of 
Musical Artists’ injunction action 
against the American Federation of 
Musicians and James C. Petrillo, was 
much more sweeping than earlier 
reports indicated. Ruling virtually 
amounts to outright instruction to 
the Supreme Court to grant the in- 
junction. Decision followed the 


case of Opera-on-Tour versus the 
AFM, as a Variety story of May 14 
indicated it might. 

Having overruled the Appellate 
Division, the Court of Appeals noti- 
fied the Supreme Court to reinstate 
AGMA’s complaint against AFM and 
instructed it to follow the line set 
forth in the Albany decision. AGMA 
will immediately file notice of trial, 
and the case should come up in the 
October term of court, provided 
Petrillo and the AFM defend it. 
Meanwhile, AGMA leaders have de- 
clined to speculate on what, if any, 
action may be taken against Albert 
Spalding, who resigned from AGMA 
to join the AFM. 

Court of Appeals opinion, in which 
a majority of five of the seven judges 
concurred, was unusually terse and 
decisive. In outlining the case, it 
stated, ‘No controversy exists herein 
as to the standards, wages or condi- 
tions of employment of members of 
the defendant union’ (AFM). It then 
eited the Opera-on-Tour case. 

Henry Jaffe was attorney for 
AGMA. Samuel Seabury and Henry 
A. Friedman represented Petrillo 
and she AFM. 


MARIAN ANDERSON 
SINGING 60 TIMES 


Marian Anderson has been booked 
by 8. Hurok for approximately 60 
concerts for the forthcoming season, 
opening Oct. 13 in Raleigh, N.C. The 
contralto will have about 20 more 











WINSLOW, FITZ-SIMMONS| 


DANCE TOUR ENDING 


Miriam Winslow and Foster Fitz- 
Simmons, winding up a three-month 
dance tour of South America, sailed 
last week (27) from Buenos Aires 
for New York. 

Final performance was at a Gov- 
ernment-spensored show Friday 
 ¥ night at the People’s Theatre, 

A, 








Elman’s Oct. 13 Start 


Mischa Elman opens his fall tour 
Oct. 13 in Rochester and is booked 
for three appearances with the Chi- 
cago Symphony orchestra Nov. 11, 13 
and 14. 


concerts before the season is out 
| with her fee ranging from $2,000 up. 


two appearances, the first at Ocean 
Grove Auditorium, Aug. 9, and the 
second at Atlantic City, Aug. 16. The 
rest of the time will be spent resting 
at her home in Connecticut. 


| During the summer she will make 





Jan Peerce of Music Hall 
To Give 30 Concerts in ’42 


Jan Peerce’s concert tour this year 
opens in Washington Dec. 4. 

Music Hall tenor is then booked 
for 30 appearances until the end of 
February. 





Cossacks Open Sept. 27 


The Don Cossack Chorus under 
Serge Jaroff opens its fall tour at 
Bayonne, N. J., on Sept. 27. 





Violinist will have about 30 dates 
this fall. 


Chorus is booked in 65 cities from 
Coast to Coast. 


Sweeping Ruling 


same court’s ruling in the previous | 


Refuses to Discharge 
Tokaytan From B’k’ptcy 


Armand Tokaytan, Metropolitan 
Opera tenor since 1922, was denied 
a bankruptcy discharge in the N. Y. 
federal court Monday (4) by Judge 
John W. Clancy. The court, in de- 


nying the plea, upheld a ruling of 
referee Robert P. Shephenson who 
ruled that the tenor, having filed a 
bankruptcy some six years ago, Was 
not entitled to a discharge yet. 
Tokaytan filed for $8,004, with 
earnings of $10,000 from opera and 
concert in 1940, and $7,175 in 1939. 


C. L. WAGNER'S 
‘PASQUALE’ FOR 
26 DATES 


Charles L. Wagner has booked 
‘Don Pasquale’ with Oscar Lassner, 
Austrian baritone, as the Don, Bruno 
Landi, Met tenor; Francesco Valen- 
tino, Met baritone, and Stella An- 
dreva, Met coloratura, for 26 dates 
starting on Oct. 13. Opera will run 
six weeks, four times weekly, with 
two extra performances being given. 


The manager will also have ‘Tre 
Barber of Seville,’ last year's attrac- 
tion, booked in 24 spots in places 
missed last season. Cast will include 
Hilde Reggiani, Armand Tokatyan, 
Carlos Ramirez, John Gurney, Pom- 
pilio Malatesta and Earl Wrightson. 


30,000 Attend Lucy 


Monroe’s First ‘Sing’ 











Washington, Aug. 5. 
Lucy first 
sing’ concert under sponsorship of 
RCA-Victor drew an audience of 
30,000 and a gate of $5,000 last night 
at the Water Gate stadium. Prima 
had accompaniment of National 
Symphony Orchestra, under direc- 
tion of Charles O’Connell. 


Participation portion of concert 
lasted an hour and a half with gross 
of 68 numbers. Irving Berlin’s ‘Any 
Bonds Today’ touched the high spot 
of the night. 


Monroe's ‘community 





HAWAIIAN DATES 


Mildred Dilling Set for Concerts of 
Harp Music in August 








Mildred Dilling, harpist, sailed 
from Los Angeles (31) for a tour of 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

She opens in Honolulu Aug. 8 and 
appears in Kauai and Maui before 
sailing back to the States on Aug. 29. 


| Concert People 


Columbia has signed Adolph Busch, 
Rudolph Serkin, and Bruno Walter to 
exclusive recording contracts, 

















Robert Marshall, American dra- 
matic tenor, has been signed by the 
New Opera Co. to sing Macduff in 
the fall presentation of Verdi’s ‘Mac- 
| beth’ in N. Y. 











Julius Huehn, Met baritone will 
sing in Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis 
at the Berkshire Festival on Aug. 14. 

Rudolph Hokinson, pianist, now 
summering at Nantucket, booked by 
Columbia for 35 concerts starting in 
October, 








Carola Goya, Spanish dancer, opens 
her season Oct. 11 with a recital for 
the Peoples Symphony Concerts at 
Washington Irving High School, N. Y. 





Blanche Thebom, mezzo-soprano, 
Opens a 20-date concert tour Oct. 
17 in Dubuque, Ia. 





Artur Rubinstein opens his 54- 
date concert tour Oct. 21 in Paterson, 
N. J. 





Alexander Boronsky, who has been 
touring South America, returns to 
the States in the middle of October 
to launch his concert tour which will 
be about 25-30 appearances in major 
cities, 
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Concert Reviews 
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Grace Moore’s ‘Tosca 
Cincinnati, July 29. 


Opera in three acts with music by 
Giuseppe Puccini! presented at the Cincin- 
nati Summer Opera Co. Conductor, Fausto 


Cleva, Stage director, Anthony Stivane 
ello. Chorus of 25. Orchestra of 50. 

WOGOR. 0000006066009 60000008560% Grace Moore 
Mario Cavaradossi..ecsess: Michael Bartlett 
ScarpiS..cccccecscscccoceccesd Angelo Pilotto 
Cesare Angelotti... ccccccsssecees Curtis Rice 
SpolettA. .cccccccssccecees Giuseppe Cavadore 
Sacristan.ccoccecccoseces Pompilio Malatesta 
Shepherd. .ccccccccccscesess .Mildred Ippolito 
SciarrOne.sccceceesseevees Wilfred Engelman 





Highlight of the Cincinnati Sum- 
mer Opera season was the assump- 
tion of the title role of Tosca by 
Grace Moore, her first dramatic role. 
Soprano had previously been heard 
in only lyric operas. 


From the point of view of Grace 
Moore, the performance was a de- 
cided success. Some doubts as to 
her acting ability in the part were 
quickly dispelled as the soprano 
handled all her emotions with con- 
siderable restraint and a fine sense 
of the theatre. It was vocally, how- 
ever, where she shone. The singer’s 
voice has grown considerably in size 
with the passing of years and her 
handling of the ‘Ora stammir a 
sentir’ and ‘Vissi d’Arte’ displayed 
considerable power and a firm rich 
ringing tone as well as a long flow- 
ing line and an excellent use of 
legato. Unlike most of her prede- 
cessors, the singer declines a too 
obvious use of portamento which 
adds considerably to her interpreta- 
tion of the music. With a couple of 
other ‘Tosca’s’ under her belt, Miss 
Moore’s newest role should rival her 
‘Louise’ and ‘Mimi’ in popularity. 

Michael Bartlett proved a pleasant 
surprise as Mario, for the tenor, 
after a strained B flat in ‘Recondita 
Armonia,’ sang capably and with ex- 
cellent stage presence for the bal- 
ance of the performance. His ‘Vit- 
toria, Vittoria’ in act II with the 
three successive A sharps, together 
with the duet ‘Amaro sol per te’ 
with Miss Moore in the last act, 
were the high points of his perform- 
ance, 


Angelo Pilotto marred an other- 
wise excellent opera with a bad 
vibrato and forcing as Scarpia. His 


t+++?+ 


acting of the dissolute Baron w 
overstressed considerably. 

The orchestra played capably un. 
der the direction of Fausto leva, 
Met maestro. 


as 





‘THE IMPRESARIO’ 


Bennington, Vt., Aug. 4. 
Music by Wolfgang Mozart, presented at 
the Bennington School of Arts with mem. 


bers of the Vermont Symphony Orchestra 
under the direction of Otto Luening. 

The Impresario....... Richard Chamberlain 
eee Ethel Luening 
Mrs. Silverstone 


bieeedineese bbs ice Ruth Ives 





Mozart's one-act comedy, ‘The Im- 
presario,’ has had very few perform. 
ances in this country, despite its 155 
years of age, since the opera being 
in one act is too brief, and the ter. 
rific demands it makes on its sing. 
ers prohibits adequate casting. Sun. 
day (3), it was presented in Eng. 
lish for the first time in this cen- 
tury by the Bennington School of 
Arts in a performance which wag 
probably equal to anything the Met- 
ropolitan might have done. Staged 
simply (sets costing $12), the three 
vocalists ranged over two to three 
octaves to the ‘F’ above high ‘C,’ all 
showing painstaking care in prepara- 
tion, delightful acting ability, and 
thoroughly adequate voices. None of 
the singers could be termed a stand- 
out in comparison to the others, so 
well did the ensemble work go. 
Ethel Luening, head of the vocal 
faculty of the College, showed more 
finish in her work, but Ruth Ives and 
Richard Chamberlain, trained by 
their associate, were equally as good 
vocally and dramatically. 

English translations by Eric Bloom 
with additional dialogue by Francis 
Fergusson were modern, and yet 
perfectly attuned to the story of the 
woes of an impresario in attempting 
to cast two prima donnas for one 
role. 

Opera has been brought up to date 
so well that, if longer, it would be 
adequate for Broadway. School is 
working on ‘Seraglio,’ of the same 
composer, and the two _ together 
should be a definite click in Manhat- 
tan. Otto Luening, conductor, and 
master mind of the presentation, pre- 
sided over the festivities with bril- 
liance and precision. Smith. 





Bruno Walter’s Piano For 
Lotte Lehmann’s Albun’ 


Lotte Lehmann, dramatie soprano 
of the Met, and Bruno Walter have 
just completed an album of records 
for Columbia. The conductor ac- 
companied the singer on the piano. 

Album is of lieder. 





Concert Dates 


(Aug. 6-17) 





Jascha Heifetz—(with Los Angeles 
symph) Hollywood Bowl (7). 


Saul Caston—(cond. Phila. orch) 
Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (7). 
Eugene Ormandy—(cond. Phila. 


orch) Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (8). 

Alexander Smallens—(cond. N. Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn stadium, 
N.Y. (8-9, 11-13). 

James Melton—Oklahoma City 
(6); Tulsa, Okla. (7); Toronto (14). 

John Barbirolli—(cond. Los An- 
geles Philharmonic) Hollywood 
Bowl (7, 8, 15). 

Herman Adler—(cond. N. Y. Phil- 
karmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. 
(6-7). 

Helen Traubel—(with N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic) Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. 
(6). 

Larry Adler—(with Phila. orch) 
Robin Hood Dell, Phila. (7); (with 
N. Y. Philharmonic) Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, N. Y. (9). 


Dean Dixon—(cond. N. Y. Philhar- 


monic) Lewisohn stadium, N.Y. 
(10). 

Efrem Zimbalist—(with N. Y. 
Philharmonic) Lewisohn stadium, 
Meeks. REL). 

Lily Pons-Andre Kostelanetz— 
(with Los Angeles Philharmonic, 


Hollywood Bowl (12). 


Gregor Piatigorsky—(with Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, Albert Coates 
con.) Hollywood Bowl (14). 

Serge Koussevitzky — Berkshire 
Festival, Stockbridge, Mass. (7, 9, 10, 
14, 16, 17). 

John Charles 
kee (12). 


Thomas—Milwau- 





Morton Gould at Lewisohn 
Morton Gould will conduct his 
own composition ‘A Song for Free- 
dom’ at the National Youth Admin- 





istration concert at Lewisohn Sta- 
dium, N. Y., Aug. 18. 


PHILHARMONIC 
FREEDOM RALLY 








The N. Y. Philharmonic will ap- 
pear under Alexander Smallens at 
Madison Square Garden, Aug. 19, in 
a program of all American Music un- 
der the auspices of the Council for 
Democracy. ‘Ballad for Americans 
will be featured. 

Speakers will include Rear Ad- 
miral Richard E. Byrd, Swen J. 
Roberts, and Lewis E. Lawes. 


JOHN CHARLES THOMAS’ 
OPERA, CONCERT SKED 


John Charles Thomas has been 
booked for a 45 concert tour getting 


under way in Toronto on Oct. 9. 

The baritone will also make ap- 
pearances at the Chicago, St. Louis, 
and Metropolitan Opera companies 
this fall. 











Harriet Henders Set for 3 
In Chicago Under Stock 


Harriet Henders has been booked 
for three performances of the Bach 
B Minor mass with the Chicago 
Symphony under Frederick Stock on 
Jan. 8, 9 and 11. 

Other soloists include Jussi Bjoer- 
ling and Kersten Thorborg. 





BOOKS BOY CONDUCTOR 


11-Year-Old Lorin Maazel Set for 
Grant Park on Sept. 6 








Lorin Maazel, 11-year-old conduce 
tor who recently gained much pub- 
licity through his conducting of the 
NBC Summer Symphony, has been 
engaged to conduct a Grant Park 
concert, Chicago, on Sept. 6. 

NBC will broadcast the concert. 





ELLEN BALLON IN CHI FEB. 7 
Ellen Ballon, pianist, has been 
booked for an appearance with the 


Tune will be done by an 110-piece| Chicago Civic Symphony Feb. A 


orchestra and 45-piece choir. 


Hans Lange will conduct. 
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~ ‘Jelly Roll’ Morton’s Distinction 





‘Jelly Roll’ Morton, pioneer in jazz and blues styles of music, who 
died July 10 in Los Angeles, often referred to himself as the inventor 
of the two styles and went so far as to carry engraved personal call- 
ing cards which noted the claim. Morton was born in New Orleans 


Sept. 20, 1885. 


Though ke was widely known as a composer and pianist, Morton 


began his musical life as a student of the guitar. 
only after several professional male pianists, visiting New Orleans 


convinced him that the instrument 


He switched to piano 


was not ‘sissy.’ He got his train- 


ing on the keys at St. Joseph’s University. 
Morton’s first public appearance as a pianist was in New Orleans 
sporting houses, playing in the early hours of the morning after the 


regular instrumentalists had gone for the night. 


It was during that 


period that he first became acquainted with blues pianists Buddy 


Caster, Tony Jackson, Joyce Adams, 


and blue singer Mamie Desdume, 


and the association did much to mold his passion for blues. 


From that beginning Morton trailed through his 55 years of life, 
playing with some of the more widely known jazz bands, including 
that of King Oliver, and writing all sorts of melodies, the more fa- 
mous of’ which are ‘King Porter Stomp,’ ‘Mister Joe,’ ‘Winin’ Boy 
Blues,’ ‘Buddy Bolden Blues,’ ‘Wolverine Blues,’ ‘Jelly Roll Blues’ and 


‘Don’t You Leave Me Here.’ 








Dairy Farm Abandons Dance Gardens 
On ‘Noise’ Protests From Citizens 


,* 
so 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Alexander (Fekula) and His Band 
got a tough break here last week. 
Outfit, only recently organized, had 
won out over several better known 
local bands in auditions held by 
Isaly’s Country Gardens, outdoor 
dance spot built by big dairy firm 
here for $20,000, and was just get- 
ting attention 
dropped dancing. Management faced 
an injunction from residents near 
South Park, where Country Gardens 
was located, because of noise and 
rather than face 
licity, inasmuch as it is essentially 


some when _ spot 


unfavorable pub- 
a dairy outfit and not in cafe busi- 
ness, Isaly’s decided to shut up shop. 

Same South Park residents got an 
injunction against Drive-In theatre 
last year, and forced Norbert Stern. 


the owner, to put in underground 
loud-speakers, which don’t carry be- 
yond the Drive-In boundaries, be- 
fore it could operate this summer. 
Alexander had contract with Isaly’s 
until Labor Day but refused to hold 
management to it under the circum- 
stances. 


BAD ACOUSTICS 
AS1-NIGHTER | 
MENACE 








age | 


Cedar Point, Aug. 5. | 

Raymond Scott thinks that many a | 
Mame band proves a disappointment 
to patrons hearing it for the first 
time, because of an _ unsatisfactory 
public address system. Frequently, | 
he believes, this is caused by un- | 
familiarity with its operation. Scott, | 
who is known as a very exacting | 
leader and an authority on sound 
reproduction, says that one-night 
stands are particularly bad, because 
it takes several days to learn the 
best location for the mikes and the | 
proper degree of volume. 

Often, he adds, a band gets hot 
with the result that it practically 
drives the customers out of the hall. | 
Most of this can be eliminated by a | 
little study, he thinks, but adds that 
acoustics are something that a band 
just had to take. 


EDDY DUCHIN ENDS 
BRAZIL DATE AUG. 29 


Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 5. 

Eddy Duchin and his orchestra 
close here at the Copacabana Aug 
29 and fly back next day to New | 
York. Will go on tour of U.S.A. as | 
Part of a ‘goodwill ambassador’ 
buildup under MCA auspices. 

He then comes into the newly 
done-over Empire Room of the Wal- | 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., Oct. 5. 














| something 


‘SEE—IT’S EASY’ 


Harry Moss Burns Up Space On 
Business Junket 








One-night bookers occasionally, 
but not often, get a taste of the high- 
speed trails they lay out for travel- 
ing bands. Harry Moss, one-night 
boss of MCA, booked himself on a 
short trip last week, ostensibly to 
contact promoters, but probably 
more to convince _ slow - moving 
leaders what could be done. 

Shoving off from N.Y. at 6 p.m.., 
he was in Atlantic City at 9 talking 
to Ray Scott, stayed over and next 
morning, at nine, skipped to Balti- 
more. Leaving the latter at 3 p.m., 
after a three-hour sales meeting 
with the Patomac River Boat Line, 
Moss was in the Berkeley-Carteret 
hotel, Asbury Park, N. J., for din- 
ner with Tommy Tucker, coming by 
way of Chester, Pa., where he had 
another conference. Hit N. Y. same 
night. 





Berigan Changes Orchs 
After Old Members Take 
Back Pay Beef to 802 


Bunny Berigan’s band gave him 
quitting notice en masse last week 
in New York and filed an appeal 
with local 802 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians for approxi- 





| mately $900 in back salaries. Berigan 
| immediately gave the union $300 ard 
made arrangements to pay off the re- 
maining 


money in weekly instal- 
ments, thereby avoiding suspension. 
Band, however, listened to pleas to 
work with Berigan only two nights 
beyond its notice, then left him. 
Leader has since taken over an 
organized band out of Trenton, N.J., 
formerly led by Al Zahler, and has 
begun a four week stay at Buckeye 


Lake, O. MCA has taken over the} 


handling of Berigan’s financial af- 


| fairs, at his request. Johnny DiSanto, | 


his road manager, left him along 


with the band. 





Xavier Cugat’s Record 


Xavier Cugat, who establishes 
of a precedent at the 


Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., by being the 


mer season, closes there Oct. 1. He 


then gives his Carnegie Hall concert | 


of Latin-American music Oct. 5, and 
goes into the Broadway Paramount 
Oct. 8 for three weeks. 

The maestro has five weeks of the- 
atres and is due into the Cocoanut 
Grove, L. A., Jan. 1. 





ROBERTS COAST JAM 
Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
Two charges of moral offenses 
against girls, aged 9 and 13, were is- 
sued against Harold William Rob- 
erts, onetime bandieader at Uni- 
versity of Southern California and 
now doing public relations work fo: 
local musician’s union. 
He was released on bail and gets 
preliminary hearing Thursday (7) 


Goodman With Columbia 
For Five More Years 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Goodman has contracted 
with Columbia Records for five more 
years. New contract went into effect 
immediately and the band cut its 
first records under it Friday (1). 
Band is now at the Sherman hotel. 


Benny 


Horace Heidt also got together 
with Columbia here recently and 
signed up for another two years. 


He’s at the Edgewater Beach hotel. 





TOUGH BLOW IN 
MONTREAL 


Montreal, Aug. 5. 

Some 60% of Montreal’s profes- 
sional musicians will be out of work 
and on the dole before the year is 
much older. This was the gloomy 
prediction of I. Aspler, president of 
the Musicians’ Guild of this city, in 
urging official support by the city 
administration for suggested modi- 
fications to the new liquor laws of 
the province. The amended liquor 
laws have banned the sale of liquors 
after midnight and have heavily 
restricted the number of places 
where liquor can be sold, thus clos- 
ing a number of the smaller cabarets, 
night spots and dance halls through- 
out the city and province. Others are 
finding the going too tough with the 
shorter hours and are falling by the 
wayside weekly. 
| Aspler said that already 150 mu- 
|sicians of the 1,000 Guild member- 
|ship are out of work and estimated 








j 





| that the number unemployed would | 


reach .a possible 600 as the season 
| progresses. He added that the Guild 
had been looking after its own unem- 
| ployment as it did not wish to see 
|any professional musician on direct 
|city relief but if the situation de- 
veloped ‘we should be forced to bring 
our unemployed members to the 
city’s door, something we have never 
done before.’ 

Ten years ago when musicians had 
suffered a bad setback with the in- 
troduction of talkers, putting many 
musicians out of jobs in picture the- 
tres, 





out $65,000 for those purposes. 
burden was, he said, now more than 


| Recommendations by the 
| were that legislation be changed to 
do away with the present require- 


: ; | 
ment of a 40c meal with each drink 
and to permit the sale of liquor on| 


Saturday nights until 2 a.m. instead 
of midnight as at present. 


SPIVAK PLAYS FINALS 
OF NY. NEWS JIGATHON 


Charlie Spivak and Xavier Cugat’s 
orchestras have been set to play the 
| finals of the New York Daily News 
annual Harvest Moon Ball at Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., Aug. 29. 
Woody Herman had. the pop band 
spot last year and Jimmy Dorsey 
two years ago. 

Spivak is currently at Glen Is- 





BOOZE CURBS A 


the Guild had then formed aj ~ , 
fund of its own to take’care of such | lice and Firemen's é 
cases and in the last decade had paid which is taking cuffo bookings at 
The | 


could be carried. 
Guild | week protested to Mayor Robert E. 


‘Goodman, Miller, Monroe, Lombardo, 


| 


- Dachin, Kaye, Messner, Barron, James 








55 MEMBERS DRAFTED 





| 

| 

ae Union Has Some Man- 
power-Scarity Problems 





Milwaukee, Aug. 5. 

With 55 members of the Milwaukee 
Musicians’ association, Local No. 8, 
AFM, already drafted for the nationel 
defense program, Vollmer  Dahl- 
strand, president of the union, is hav- 
ing some difficulty in maintaining 
the desired instrumentation in vari- 
ous playing units. 

Biggest headache thus far came 
when 14 piano players were taken at 
practically one swoop and had to be 
replaced immediately. 





Fitch Bandwagon To 
Remote Beverly Twins 








Fitch Bandwagon program, which 
uses new bands each week on its 
NBC Blue Sunday broadcasts, goes 
to Jacksonville, Fla., Aug 17 to pick 
up the Beverly Twins outfit. Group 
is the one that debutted in New 
York last winter, composed of seven 
sets of twins. 

Program will be done from the 
Roosevelt hotel, Jacksonville, where 
the band is current. Expenses of do- 
ing the shot from there, cost of lines, 


etc., are to be split by Fitch and 
|Charles Griner, operator of the 
| hotel. 





OPPOSE CIVIL SERVICE 
BANDS PLAYING DATES 


Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 
headache for Local 17, 





Latest 





| American Federation of Musicians, 


|is a swing band formed by the Po- 


organization 


| dances sponsored by political organ- 
izations. Officials of the union last 


Lambertor? and Superintendent of 
| Police Howard P. Sutton urging that 
the outfit be barred from playing at 
affairs which normally would hire 
professional musicians. So far the 
union has received no reply to its 
| protest. 

| Two weeks ago the local stopped 
the Police and Firemen’s brass band 
from broadcasting over WCAU from 
ceremonies at Independence Hall in 
connection with the convention of 
the Police Chiefs Association, 


‘Don Pedro Steps Out 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
Don Pedro and his orche 





land Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y. 
where he closes Aug. 27, and Cugat 
is at the Waldorf hotel, N. Y. 

The News’ own Ed Sullivan will 
again 


NO CUSTOMS ON MUSIC 


Dancers in Canada, Orchestra on 
U. S. A. Parking Lot 


emcee. 


| only band to remain the entire sum- | 


Fort Fairfield, Me., Aug. 5. 
Yankee ingenuity was employed 
when a Canadian ban on a United 


States orchestra almost spoiled the | 


plans for a dance here. The Aroos- 
took Valley Country club was the 
scene of the difficulty. Its clubhouse 
|is situated on the Canadian side of 
| the line in New Brunswick, while its 
| guests park their cars on the U. S. 
| side. 

| The Fort Fairfield Rotary and 
Lions clubs were informed at a late 


hour that it would not be permitied | 


to use the Amefican orchestra due 
to immigration laws. A Canadian 
band could not be reached. 

The Yankee musicians were assem- 
| bled on the parking lot and a public 
address system was used to pipe the 
musie into the club. 


over the key band spot in the new 


Rhumba Casino in the loop on Aug 
20. Pedro’s new band will carry 12 
| people, with Pedro to take care of 


the vocal solo assignment in addi- 
| 


ion to doing general m.c. duties on 


the floor show. 


| Pedro and his band have been in 
lthe Casino since its opening, but 
have been handling the fill-in as- 
signment primarily, while the top 


spots were held by first, Eddie Le- 
Baron, and currently, Carlos Mo- 
| lina. 





Max Tarshis Runs Cafe 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
After spending practically all his 
life in the band biz, Max Tarshis has 
become manager of Trelon Cafe, new 





Fest Liberty night club and restau- | 


rer.t. For years, Tarshis has been 
te leader of Four Aces, small dance 
combo, who recently closed long stay 
| at srct he is now piloting. 

| Tarshis is a brother of Archie 
Tarshis, with Herman Middleman’s 
Yacht Club band and for a time at 
| the head of that crew 


At Chi’s Rhumba Casino) 


tra take | 


Set for N.Y. Runs; 0. Tucker Maybe 


—— —_————_ 


Lineup of name bands for New 
York hotel jobs beginning within 
‘the next two months for the winter 
season is practically set. There are 
only one or two spots that are still 
indefinite about new faces. Benny 
Goodman returns to N.Y. hotel com- 
petition after two season’ absence, 
going into the New Yorker Oct. 9, 
replacing the current Johnny Long. 
New Yorker date is to be preceded 
by three weeks at Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
opening Sept. 15. 

Pennsylvania hotel, competition to 
the New Yorker, will have Glenn 
Miller back again for four months, 
opening Sept, 6, followed again by 
Jimmy Dorsey the first week in 
January. Penn is shuttering name 
bands in its Cafe Rouge Aug. 13, 
| when Bobby Byrne untli 
Miller’s opening. Room will have a 
five or six piece combo for dinner. 


| Most important of the rest of the 
will be that of Vaughn 





CAiAlS, 


F ° | openings 
rom Jacksonville, Fla. Monroe, whose comparatively new 


outfit is set for the Commodore, 
starting Oct. 9. Guy Lombardo goes 
back to the Roosevelt around Oct. 
2, definite date unsettled; Eddy 
Duchin goes back into the Waldorf’s 
Empire Room (being completely re- 
decorated) on Oct. 5. Biltmore, in 
the same area, is not yet set on a 
band, but Orrin Tucker had been 
mentioned. 

Essex House gets Sammy Kaye, 
opening Oct. 15 or 20; McAlpin 
brings back Johnny Messner Sept. 9; 
Blue Barron returns to the Edison 
Sept. 4 and Harry James goes into 
the Lincoln about the same time. 
Astor, which has been mulling keep- 
ing its roof in operation through the 
winter isn’t sure on what’s going to 
happen. It has been interested in 
Alvino Rey to follow the current 
Will Bradley for the rest of the sum- 
mer and into the fall. 


SWITCH RULE ON 
OUTSIDE ARMY 
TOOTING 


Camp Blanding, Fla., Aug. 5. 

Army division. bands stationed here 
will be permitted to entertain at out- 
|of-camp engagements since Major- 
| General Morris B. Payne, camp com- 
| mandant, rescinded a recent order 
cancelling them. 

His action followed the filing of a 
complaint with the War Dept. by an 
unidentified Jacksonville union mue 
sician who claimed that the appeare- 
ance of 43d Division bands in nearby 
cities had deprived musicians of 
work. Then Gen. Payne ordered the 
bands to stop. 

On his new action, Gen. Payne re- 
|ceived a storm of congratulations 
| from the mayor and city commis- 
sioners of Daytona Beach, assuring 
jhim that the concerts presented in 
the island city by the New England 
| bands had greatly increased the in- 
terest in band music, and that by no 
means had these appearances de- 
prived union musicians of work. 











| 





‘Kallen, Garvin Back 
| With Teagarden After 
- WSM, Nashville, Spell 


Kitty Kallen and Clint Garvin, 
vocalist and trumpeter,. who left 
Jack Teagarden’s band last year to 
{join WSM, Nashville, Tenn., return 
| to that outfit next week. Garvin 
| left first last year to be studio player 
;at WSM to be near his family, one 
lof whom was ill. Miss Kallen fol- 
lowed and married him and became 








| staff singer at the station, They 
start with the band Aug. 16 at 


| Meadowbrook Country Club, St. 
| Louis. 

Teagarden stops off at his home 
town, Verona, Tex., next week (13) 
to play for a charity concert and 
dance, doing the job on the cuff. 
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~ BAND ROUTES 


(WEEK OF AUGUST 8) 


changes and corrections. 


country club; H—hotel; 





Booking office abbreviations are: : 
GAC, General Amusement Corp.; CRA, Consolidated Radio Artists; 








Present whereabouts, or fixed addresses, of dance orchestras are 
given below, alphabetically arranged. Every effort will be made to 
keep the list as complete and correct as possible. 
their managers are invited to cooperate by notifying Variety of | 
There is no charge for listing. 
Abbreviations used are as follows: B—ballroom; C—cafe; CC— 
NC—night club; R—restaurant; T—theatre. 
MCA, Music Corp. of America; 


Band leaders and 
































F. B., Frederick Bros.; Wm. M., Wm. Morris. 
A Curbello, Herbert, 57 ae mm... Wace 
- Cutler, Ben, Wm. M., 2 _& 
Abbs, Vic, Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Agnew, Charles, Cabammas C, Urbana, O D 
Alexander, Van, CRA, NYC, Daly Duke bry Se NFO NYC. 
] ; : TY¥C Davis, hddie, aa tue’s, ? 
Allen, Bob, GAC, NYC. Davis, Johnny ‘Seat,’ Trianon B., South- 
Allen, Red, MCA, NYC gate, Cal 
Andrews, Gordon, Club 18, NYC. Dawn, Dolly, Bovina B., a 
. ; ye Glase NYC. Day, Bobby, Cork O'Keefe, NY¢ 
Armstrong, Louis, Joe Glaser, X Denny, Jack, Brighton Beach, NYO, 
Arnheim, Gus, MCA, NYC, Deutsch, Emery, Wm. M., NYC. 
Ash, Paul, Roxy T., NYC. Donahue, Al, GAC, NYC, 
‘ 5 - —e a. oo Donahue, Sam, Wm. M., NYC, 
Astor, Bob, Wigwam, Budd Lake, J nacaey Sennen li Aig | 
Ayres. Mitchell, West End Casino, Deal, Dorsey, Jinan y, Surf Beach C., Virginia 
N. J Reach, Va 
Dowell, Saxie, MCA, NYC, 
B Duchin, Eddy, Copacobana, Rio De Jane- 
Zardo, Bill, GAC, NYC. iro, a, 
ont eel talph, Oriental B, Delevan, Wis Duffy, Geo , Cleveland H., Cleve Pe 
Jarnet, Charlie, Casa Manana, Culver Dunham, Sonny, Me idow brook, Cedar 


City, Cal. ees 
Baron, Paul, Wm. M., NYC. ; oa 
Barrie, Dick, Donahue’s, Mountain View. 
rd 


Barron, Blue, CRA, NYC. i 
Bartha, Alex, Steel Pier, Atlantic City. 


Basie, Count, WM, NYC. = 

Baum, Charles, CRA, NYC, 
Becker, Howard, The Pines, Perrysville, 
Pa. 

Berigan, Bunny, Buckeye Lake, O. 
Bernie, Ben, Manhattan Beach, Brook- 
mm, 

Bestor, Don, Sol Glaser, NYC. 

Beverly Twins, Roosevelt H., Jackson- 
ville, Fla. ise 

Black, Teddy, CRA, NYC. 

Zorr, Mischa, Waldorf H., NYC. 


Bradley, Will, Astor H., NYC. 
Bradshaw, Tiny Club Lincoln, Columbus, 


Brandywynne, Nat, MCA, NYC, 

grandt, Eddy, Terrace C., 
Beach, Va. 

greese, Lou, Chicago ae Chicago. 

Brigode, Ace, Chippewa Lake, O. 

Britton, Milt, GAC, NYC 


Virginia 


Brown, Les, Log Cabin, Armonk, H.F. 

Bundy, Rudy, FB, NYC. } 

Busse, Henry, Claridge H., Memphis 

Byrne, Bobby, Pennsylvania H., NYC. 
Cc 

Calloway, Cab, GAC, NYC, 


Carlsen, Bill, MCA, Chi. 


Carroll, Irving, Dempsey’s Rest., NYC. 
Carter, Benny, Moe Cale, NYC. 
Casino, Del, Roosevelt H., New Orleans. 


Cavallaro, Carmen, Ritz Carlton H., At 
lantic City. 
Chester, Bob, Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, 
Chavez Orch., Beachcomber, NYC, 
‘hilds, Regie, Arcadia B., NYC. 
larke, Buddy, Park Central Hotel, NYC. 
Clinton, Larry, GAC, NYC. 
Coe, Jay, Wm. M., NYC. 
Coffey, Jack, Jenkinson Pavilion, 
Pleasant, N.J. 
Cooper, Al, Savoy B., NYC 
Coleman, Emil, Piping Rock C., Saratoga 
Bprings, N. Y. 
Courntey, Del, Tune-Town B., 8t. Louls. 
“raig, Francis, Hermitage, Nashville. 
‘rosby, Bob, MCA, NYC. 
ugat, Xavier, Waldom H., NYC. 
ummings, Bernie, MCA, NYC. 
urbello, Fausto, Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 


Point 











FEATURING 
BETTY » BOB 
Bradley Haymes 


OPENING AUG. 7 
SEA GIRT INN 


Sea Girt, New Jersey 
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I CAN’T BELIEVE THAT 
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SLOW DOWN 
NEW SHADE OF BLUE 
MY SISTER AND I 
DOLORES 
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N 


Grove, N. 


E 


Ellington, Duke, Mayan Theatre, Los An- 


eles, 

Elliot, Baron, O, Henry Park, Chicago. 

Ennis, Skinnay, Palmer House, Chicago. 
F 


Fields, Shep, Stanley T., Pitts, 
Fio Rito, Ted, MCA, Chicago. 
Fisher, Buddy, Enna Jettick 
urn, N.Y. 

Fisher, Freddie, Old Vienna, Cincinnati. 


Park, Au- 


Fitzgerald, Ella, Moe Gale, NYC. 
Fontaine, Neil, Walton H., Roof, Phila- 
elphia. 

Foster, Chuck, Biltmore Bowl, L.A. 
Fox, Roy, F.B., NYC 


Frasetto, Joe, WIP, Phila. , 
Fredericks, Jan, Boulevard Tavern, NYC 
Funk, Larry, Lookout House, Covington, 


Ky. 


G 
Gagen, Frank, MCA, NYC. 
Garber, Jan, MCA, Chicago, 
Garr, Glen, St. Anthony H., San Antonio. 


Gasparre, Dick, Plaza H., NYC. 

Gill, Emerson, Casa Loma C., Charleston, 
We Vike 

Golly, Cecil, Rainbow Gardens, Straf- 
ord, Pa. 


Goodman, Benny, Sherman H., Chicago. 
Gordon, Gray, CRA, NYC. 

Grant, Bob, Drake H., Chicago. 

Gray, Glen, Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 
Grayson, Hal, Casino, Catalina Is., Cal. 
Grier, Jimmie, Saltair, Salt Lake City. 


Hamilton, Geo., Mansion, Youngstown, 0O. 

Hall, Sleepy, Kew Gardens, L.1. 

Hallett, Mal, Million Dollar Pier, Atlan- 

ic City 

Hampton, Lionel, Joe Glaser, NYC, 

Harris, Jack, La Conga, NYC. 

Harris, Phil, Strand T., NYC. 

Hawkins, Erskine, Paramount T., NYC, 

Heatherton, Ray, Biltmore H., NYC, 

Heidt, Horace, MCA, NYC. 

Henderson, Fletcher, FB, NYC, 

Henry, Chuck, Paris Inn, L.A. 

Herbeck, Ray, Geneva-on-Lake, Geneva, 
. 

Herman, Woody, Palladium, H’wood. 

Herth, Milt, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 

Hill. Tiny, Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh. 

Himber, Richard, CRA, NYC. 


Hines, Earle, WM, NYC. 

Hite, Les, CRA, NYC. 

Hoagland, Everett, Bill Green's, Pitts- 
| burgh 

Holden, Lou, GAC, NYC. 

Holmes, Herbie, Severly Hilla C, C., 


Newport, Ky 


Antonio 
Kendis, 
King, Geo., 


| Holst, Ernie, Bl Morocco, Westchester 
Bath C., N.Y. 
Hopkins, Claude, Wm, M., NYC, 
Hudson, Dean, MCA, NYC. 
Hugo, Victor, Little Rathskeller, Phila. 
Hutton, Ina Ray, Terrace C., Virginia 
i B., Va. 
I 
Inkspota, Paramount, NYQ., 
J 
James, Harry, Lincoln Hotel, NYC. 
Jarrett, Art, MCA, Chicago. 
Jones, Isham, Coney I P.. Cincy 
Jordan, Lou, Capitol Cockta Lounge, 
Chicago 
Joy, Jimmy, Bismarck H., Chicago 
Jurgens, Dick, St. Catherine H., Cata- 
i lina Is., Cal. 
K 
Kassel, Art, Lakeside Park, Denver. 
Kay, erbie, MCA, NYC. 
Kaye, Sammy, MCA, Chicago 
Kearns, Joey, WCAU, Phila, 
| Kavelin, Al, Palisades Park, Fort Lee, 
N.J. 
Keller, Leonard, St. Anthony H., San 
| 


Sonny, Stork 
MCA, 


Club, NYC. 
NYC. 


King, Henry, Ciro’s, Hollywood. 
King, Teddy, Skyvue, Pittsburgh. 
King, Wayne, MCA, NYC, 

Kirby, John, La Martinique, N. J. 
Kinney, Ray, Lexington H., NYC, 
Kirk, Andy, Joe Glaser, NYC. 
Knight-Bob, Cafe Pierre, NYC, 
Krupa, Gene, MCA, NYC, 

Kuhn, Dick, Statler H., Buffalo. 
Kyser, Kay, MCA, Hollywood. 

L 

LeBaron, Eddie, MCA, Chicago. 
Leonard, Hal, New Casino, Walled Lake. 
Mich, 


Levant, Phil, 
Lewis, Ted, Wm. M., N 

Light, Enoch, Pine Point Casino, 
burgh, N. Y. 

Little, Jack, CRA, NYC. 
Lombardo, Guy, Strand T., NYC. 
Long, Johnny, New Yorker H., NYC, 
Lopez, Vincent, Taft H., NYC, 

Lordi, Carl, F.B., NYC. 

Loring, Michael, Luna Park, Brooklyn, 
VYC, 


Rice H., Houston. 
‘F¥C. 


New- 


Lucas, Clyde, MCA, NYC, 
Lunceford, Jimmie, H. Oxley, NYC. 
Lyman, Abe, Majestic T., San Antonio. 


M 


Madriguera, Enric, St. Francis H., San 


Francisco. 


Malneck, Matty, Chase H., St. Louis. 
Manone, Wingy, Joe Glaser, RCA Bldg., 


NYC, 


Brass Rail, Chicago 
Saratoga 


Marsala, Joe, 


Mart Frank, Piping Rock C., 
Springs, N. Y. 
Martin, Freddy, Cocoanut Grove, L. A. 
Martir Lou, Leon & Eddie's, NYC, 
Masters, Frankie, Earle T Phila, 
MeCoy C} e. MCA, Chicago 
McCune Bill MCA, NYC, 
Meter Johnoay, Yankee Lake Brook- 
field, © 
Mcl’a nd Twins, Jones Beach, NYC, 
Ment Lani Iroquois Gardens, Lex- 
gton, K 
Messner, Johnny, Jefferson B., Detroit, 
M ir I Nicollet H., Minn. 
M Gienn, GAt nyc 
M nd Lucky, Savoy B., NYC 
Molit Carl Rhumba Casino, Chicago. 
Monroe, Vaughn, WM, NY‘ ; 
Mooney, Art, Bordewick's, Tuckahoe NY, 
Moore, Car Deacon’ Ohio H., Youngs 
tow! 

Mi nd, Jose, Lido C., Long Beach _*& # 
Morgan, Russ, Totem Pole B., Boston. 
N 
Nage Freddy, Utah H., Sait Lake City. 
Nogle, Harld, Park Plaza H. St, Loufs. 

Nelson, Ozzie, Wm. M., NY¥C 

Nichols. Red, Melody Mill, Chicago. 
Noble, Ray, WM, NYC 

Noble, Leighton, Trianon B., South Gate, 
Cal 

Norvo, Red, MCA, Chicago. 

Nottingham, Gary, Bal Tabarin, San 
Francisco 

oO 

Oliver, Eddie, La Martinique, N. J. 
Olman, Val, Ambassador East H., Chie 
cago 

Olsen, George, Wm. M., NYC. 

Osborne, Will, Paramount T., Los Ane 
geles 

Owens, Harry, Miramar H., Santa Mon- 
ica, Cal. 
Pp 

Pablo, Dan, Palm Beach C., Det. 
Paive, Hot Lips, Kelly’s Stables, NYC, 
Panchito, Versailles, NYC. 

Pancho, Riviera, Fort Lee, 


w.2. 
H., Brooklyn, 


Parks, Bobby, St. George 

NYC, 

Pastor, Tomy, Capitol T., Washington, 
Bp ¢ 


Pearl, Ray, F.B., NYC 


Pedro, Don, Réumba Casino, Chicago. 
Pendarvis, Paul, Cavalier H., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

Perry, Newt, MCA, NYC. 

Perry, Ron, LaGuardia Airport, NYC. 
Petti, Emile, Ambassador East H., Chi- 
cago, 

Pineapple, Johnny, Lum Fong's, NYC, 
Pollack, Ben, Sherman Inn, San Diego. 


Powell, Teddy, Rustic Cabin, Englewood, 
N. J. 
Prager, Col. Manny, Manitou’ Beach, 
Mich. 


Prima, Louis, Casino Burden Lake, Troy. 
i Z 


R 


Raeburn, Boyd, Chez Paree, Chicago. 


Ramos, Ramon, Chase H., St. Louis, 
Rapp, Barney, CRA, NYC. 
Ravazza, Carl, Palace H., San F. 


Dallas. 
Sea Girt, 


Reichman, Joe. Plantation C., 

Reilly, Mike, Sea Girt Inn, 
N , 

Reisman, Leo, Colony Surf C., West End, 


N ; 
Rey, Alvino, MCA, Cleve 


Reynolds, Tommy, Falmouth Beach, 
Mass, 

Rimac, Ciro, MCA, NYC. 

Rines, Joe, WMCA, NYC, 

Roades, Rusty, Antlers H., Colorado 
Springs 

Roberts, Bill, Olympic H., Seattle. 
Rodrigo, Nano, Club Bali, Phila. 
Rogers, Dick, Steel Pier, Atlantic Clty. 
Rogers, Eddy, Lowry H., St. Paul. 
Rollini, Adrian, Brigantine B., N. J. 
Russin, Babe, Famous Door, NYC, 
8 

Savitt, Jan, MCA, Chicago. 

Saunders, Hal, St. Regis H., NYC. 
Scott, Raymond, Elitch Gardens, Denver. 
Shand, Terry, Plantation C., Houston, 
Shaw, Artie, GAC, NYC, 

Sissle, Noble, Diamond Horseshoe, NYC. 
Smith, Russ, Rainbow Grill, NYC. 
Smith, Stuff, Enduro Rest., Bklyn, N.Y. 
South, Eddie, Midtown Cafe Society, 
NYC 

Spanier, Muggsy, Idora Park, Youngs 
town, O. 

Spitalny, Phil, Variety, NYC. 


Spivak, Charlie, Glen Island Casino, New 
tochelle, N.Y. 

Stabile, Dick, Hipp T salto. 

Stearney, George, Ie Coq Rouge, NYC. 
Steck, Gus, Brook Club, Summit, N.J. 
Stoeffler, Wally, Riley’s Lake House, 
Saratoga, N. Y. 

Straeter, Ted, Arrow Head Inn, Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y. 

Strong, Bob, Villa Moderne, Chicago 
Stuart, Nick, Broadwater Beach H., 
siloxi, Miss, 


Sudy, Joe, Del Mare, Santa Monica, Cal. 





yg 
Teagargen, Charlie, Euclid Beach, Cleve. 
Teagarden, Jack, MCA, Chicago. 
Thompson, Grant, Three Rivera Inn, 
Clay, N.Y 
Thompson, Lang, MCA, Cleve. 
Thornhill, Claude, GAC, NYC. 
Tomlin, Pinky, Wm. M., NYC. 
Travers, Vincent, Wm. M., NYC. 
Trini, Anthony, Village Barn, NYC. 
Tucker, Orrin, Edgewater Beach H., Chi- 
cago 
Tucker, Tommy, Berkley-Cartaret H., 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
Turner, Don, Mount Royal H., Montreal. 
V 
Varzos, Eddie, Providence-Biltmore H., 
Providence, R. I 
enuti, Joe, Centennial Terrace, Syl- 
Var : «> 
Vincent, Victor, Apache H., Las Vegas, 
Nev 
Ww 
Wald, Jerry, GAC, NYC, 
Waller, Fats, MCA, NYC 
, Walsh, Sammy, Roosevelt H., New Or- 
eans, 
Warnow, Mark, CBS, NYC. 
on Sammy, Hollendon H., Cleve- 
and 
_Weeks, Anson, Muehlebach, H., Kangas 
City. 
We eks, Ranny, Mayfair Club, Boston, 
Weems, Ted, Peabody H., Memphis, 
Welk, Lawrence, F.B., NYC. 
Whiteman, Paul, WM., NYC. 
Wilde, Ran, Cal-Neva Lodge, Lake 
Tahoe, Nev. 
Williams, Griff, MCA, Chicago. 
Williams, Sande, Statler H., Detroit. 


“ee Teddy, Downtown Cafe Society, 
Winton, Barry, Rainbow Room, NYC. 





Heine Mack quitting Freddie Car- 
lone’s sextet as pianist, at the La 
Conga Club in Cleveland, to turn 
nitery impresario. Taking over the 
Spanish Gardens at Chippewa Lake 
Park, O., as result of illness of his 
uncle, John Wideman, who owns it. 
Jules Mark replacing Mack in the 





Carlone outfit, 





i 


On the Upbeat 





Eddie Truman, music director for 
KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, Ia., is 
spending his vacation at the Berk- 
shire Musie Festival at Boston. He 
is studying under Aaron Copeland 
and Paul Hindemuth, and is also at- 
tending the Boston Symphony Or- 
chestra rehearsals. 

Dick Shelton’s orchestra is now 
playing at the Crooked Lake Hotel, 
back of Troy, and is broadcasting via 
WOKO, Albany. 





Louis Prima’s band, with Lily Ann | 


Carol, Jack Powers and Frank Fred- 
erico, opened Aug. 1 at Burden Lake 
Casino, Burden Lake, N. Y. 





Brad Hunt’s band closed at Merry- 
Go-Round, Pittsburgh, last night 
(5). To Greystone Ballroom, De- 
troit, for week. Succeeded at Mer- 
ry-Go-Round by Benny Burton. 





Buzz Aston into West View Park, 
Pittsburgh, tonight (6) for short 
stay, following Al Kavelin outfit. 
Latter opens Saturday at Palisades 
Park and then goes te Virginia 
Beach for week. 





Teddy King band began limited 
stay Tuesday (5) at Sky Vue, air- 
port nitery near Pittsburgh. 


Tiny Hill band comes into Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, on Monday 
(11) for two weeks on heels of Ray 
Herbeck outfit. 





Three Yachtsmen and George 
Weber, organist, have replaced Billy 
Merle band at Trelon, Pittsburgh. 

Harold Nagel band comes east to 
Park Plaza hotel, St. Louis, opening 
Aug. 14. 





Jimmy Dorsey booked for two 
straight weeks at the Chicago thea- 
tre, Chieago, going in Sepi. 19. 


Reggie Childs and Eddy Brandt 
bands now booked by Wm. Morris. 


Charlie Margolis (Marlowe) in 
New York to straighten out business 
affairs. 


Decca Records cutting album of 
sides with Bob Hannon, who re- 
placed Lanny Ross on latter’s broad- 
cast during vacation. 





Fletcher Henderson band played 
at Valdosta (Ga.) celebration during 
which Henderson’s father was 
awarded medal by Georgia Gov- 
ernor. He’s the founder of a colored 
school there. 





Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., name 
band stand, may remain open all 
year around, 





Johnny Long cutting an album of 
college tunes for Decea Records. 

Leota Lee is new thrush with Har- 
old Austin band, now at Crystal 
Beach, Ont., daneery. 





Bernie Sandler orew at Williams- 
ville, N. Y., Casino lost bass player, 
Bernie Goodman, to Unele Sam, and 
added Al Fisher on trombone, 





Harry James one-nighted Sunday 
(27) at Pleasure Beadh, Bridgeport. 
Al Donahue Aug. 8. 





Vaughn Monroe plays Canadian 
National Exhibition, Toronto, first 
week in September. 





Lou Breese has had his week's en- 
gagement beginning Aug. 8, at Chi- 
cago’s State-Lake theatre switched 
to the Chicago theatre. 


John E. Sullivan has signed per- 
sonal management contract with 
Weems, Inc., of Chicago, effective 
immediately. Band has been work- 
ing mostly Texas territory, but East- 
ern itinerary is planned. 





Jimmy Palmer, who parted from 
Bobby Byrne several months ago, re- 
joined him Saturday (2). Dorothy 
Claire, who has been hospitalized 
with appendicitis, goes back tonight 
(Wed.). 





Helen Forr®st handed quitting no- 
tice to Benny Goodman last week at 
Sherman hotel, Chicago. She has no 
immediate plans. 





Cy Shribman is planning to have 
Vaughn Monroe play a Labor Day 
eve dance either at Kimball’s Star- 
light B., South Lynnfield, Mass., or 
at Symphony Hall, Boston. This will 
necessitate flying Monroe and band 


from New York where they will be 
concluding at he Strand 


theatre 
Brooklyn. . 





Jimmy Vincent’s orchestra opened 
on the Hotel Ten Eyck Roof, Albany 
July 26. ee 


Tommy Cullen’s orchestra sum. 
mering at Rock View, Montague 
N. J. : 





Dick Rogers’ band returns to the 
Roseland Ballroom, New York, for 
10 weeks Sept. 5. Aug. 14 they be- 
gin three weeks at the Ritz Carlton 
hotel, Boston, 





Valero Sisters band gets a re. 
turn shot at the Rainbow Room, N, 
Y., opening Oct. 8 for 13 weeks. 





Ray Noble and band booked into 
the Trianon, Seattle, for weekend of 
Aug. 8 and 9, with Henry King set 
for the 20th and 2lst. 





Billy Jones’ New Yorkers at Rug- 
gles Beach, Ohio. 


Gem and Terrace Beach, Catawba 
Island, Ohio, has Jimmy Franck’s 
orchestra. 





Finzel’s Marine Orchestra playing 
on big steamer Put-in Bay, 2,680 
passenger capacity, on Lake Erie out 
of Detroit. 





Bob Veon at Vermilion-on-the- 
Lake, Ohio. 





Al Donahue will lose Ray Kranz, 
trumpet, and Don Kavanaugh, trom- 
bone, since they took their physical 
exam on Monday (4). No replace- 
ments as yet. 





Les Schorn, pianist for Emerson 
Gill, left him to go into the army. 
Gill booked for Aug. 16 dance that 
will launch 100th anniversary cele- 
bration given by Notre Dame JU. in 
Cleveland. 





Eric Greenwood and his Cocktail 
Rhythm alternates with Bill Diehl’s 
band at Wilmer Vogt’s tavern, Moun- 
tainhome, Pa. 





Len Matzen at the Penn-Stroud 
hotel, Stroudsburg, Pa. 
Harold Austin has new vocalist, 


Jack Kennedy, for his Buffalo band. 





George Sedola left trombone seat 
with Bob Armstrong’s WBEN house 
band, Buffalo, to go with Alvino 


| Rey. 





Alice O’Connell of Toledo is now 
singing with Bobby Byrne’s orches- 
tra, pinch-hitting for Dorothy Claire, 
who recently underwent an appen- 
dectomy. 


Bobby Day’s opening at Chatter- 
box, Mountainside, N. J., moved up 
to Friday (7). 





Clyde Lucas band shifting agen- 
cies, MCA to Wm. Morris, effective 
Sept. 1. 





Tommy Dorsey entered Johns- 
Hopkins hospital, Baltimore, last 
Friday (1) for scheduled tonsilec- 
tomy. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s! Band Booking Erskine Hawkins Helps to $46,500 





NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner husiness (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers | 

tend Hotel Plaved Week Qn Date 
Bobby Byrne..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 8 900 6,625 
Xavier Cuxat Waldorf (375. $1-$1.50)....... sakes “20 2,400 3.400 
Will Bradley...... Aster (1.000; TECEL). ics oceceececces 3 2,525 7,125 
Ray Heatherton. . Biltmore (300. $1-$1.50). eakenadée 8 475 3,425 
tay Kinney* Lexington (300° 75¢c-$1.50). tteeeees 16 1,325 21,075 
Johnny Long”*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 1,550 10,700 
Hal Sauncers « ite Regis (400; $1-$1.50) erased eseses ll 450 4,575 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
muitjor ardu 
Chicago 


Benny Goodman (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel; 700; $1-$2 min.). At 


finish of first week, Goodman comes up with the swell total of 5,700 | Dolly Dawn, Sept. 9, four weeks, | 


payees. Always a good draw in Chi, band looks set for a strong money 
stay. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper min.). 
Ennis conlinues to be a real money puller. An increase over last week 
with 4,500 patrons. 

Boyd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Milton Berle head- 
ing the floor show keeps this b.o. humming, with another fine week of 
4,800 customers. 

Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Proving 
to be a consistent attraction, Joy and his crew drew in 2,300 patrons for 
the week. 

Bob Grant* (Camellia House, Drake Hotel; 250; $2.50 min.). With single 
act show (Peggy Fears), Grant band has established itself as a swell Chi 
attraction, pulling in 2,700 people past week. 

Bob Strong (Villa Moderne; 400; no min.). One of best money outfits 
in this area, Strong crew came up with a banner week of 3,500 patrons in 
this outside-city-limits roadhouse. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Despite all competition 
Martin’s crew topped its normal 2,500-cover mark with a one-night sellout 
for a wedding party. Better than 2,650 on the week. . 

Chuck Foster (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Nearing the end of 
eight-month run but still pulling around 4,000 diners and dancers weekly, 
last stanza being slightly above that due to heavy hotel registry. 

Woody Herman (Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). Town’s fair-haired lad and 
good for an 18,000 haul in second stanza. Has four more weeks to go. 

Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica; 500; 50c-$1). Averaging 
around 350 payees nitely on a four-night weekly schedule and probably 
sticks through the summer. 

Hal Grayson (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). 
the 9,000 mark on the week. Not helping the spot out of its worst season 
in many years. 

Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis (Trianon, Southgate, 1,200; 40-55c). 
here: again under 2,000 on the week 

Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
just under 3,000 stubs on his second week. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Carl Ravazza* (Rose Room, Palace Hotel; 500; 50-$1.25). Third week 
topped the second with 1,600 covers. 


Biz way off, 








Will Osborne’s New Band 
Gets 


Will Osborne’s new band has been 
signed to work in Warner Bros. 
‘New Orleans Blues,’ in addition to 
Jimmie Lunceford’s. Osborne began 
work on his chores for the film Mon- rn 
Gay (4). 

Lunceford 
July 22-25. 





completed his part 


day record here with approximately 


Everett Hoagland opened indefinite | 
engagement Monday (4) at Green’s, 
Pittsburgh, replacing Clyde Knight 
outfit. Fourth time for Hoagland at 
spot in a year. 


DUKE 


seven-day total 16,900-$11,407. 
Cab Calloway (Aud., Birmingham, 








erage 85c. At Charlotte, N. C., 





Larry Clinton (Riverview 





Kansas City, Mo., Aug. 1, 
five years. 










PLAYLAND CASINO 
RYE BEACH, NEW YORK 
WOR - Mutual 


1.611 at $1: Palm Isle C., Longview 
tation C., Dallas (31) dropped 
into Spring Lake Park, Oklahoma ( 
= 


MANAGEMENT __ Al Donahue (Totem Pole B., 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


| Bridgeport, Conn., Sunday (3). 











ever seen; dailies front-paged it. 


JOHNNY 


paid $1,785 at 85c 


Couldn't get past | 


Can't catch on | 


Lou Breese (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., July 28-31). 
| solid biz he started last half previous week, Breese pulled 1,500 Monday, | 
2.000 Tuesday, 2,500 Wednesday, 2,600 Thursday at $1.35 pair to ring up 
Exceptional. 


draw of 1,000-$750 at 75c was rated ‘splendid’ here. 
more than 3,000 turned out to top any take in 
Advance, 70c; gate, 90c, scratched up $2,400; heavy sugar 


to 1,387 at $l Aug 
‘ity at $1 
Auburndale 
established fave here; this time, however, he hit new 
| Friday, 3,700 Saturday, at $1.35 pair equalling $4,725. At Pleasure Beach, 
Donahue grabbed nice 1,360 at 66c. 
Jimmy Dorsey (Mutual Arena, Toronto, Can., July 29). 
Toronto by storm, establishing highest draw mark for any similar event 
Drew 4,852 at $1. 
Glen Gray (Peony Park, Omaha, July 30). 
One of best nights in history of park. 








Cab Calloway, Aug. 22, week. 
Earle theatre, Philadelphia; 29, week 
| State Lake theatre, Chicago; Sept 
5-7, Palace theatre, Canton, O. 


18-22. Steel 


Frankie Masters, Aug 
Pier, Atlantic City; 29, week, Stan- 
ley theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Russ Morgan, Aug. 8, week, Totem 
|Pole B., Auburndale, Mass.; 17, 
'Babb’s Park, Suffield, Conn. 
| Harry James, Aug. 8-13, Steel Pier, 
| Atlantic City; 15-21, Eastwood Gar- 
| dens, Detroit; 22, Idora Park, Youngs- 
|town; 23, Aud., Buffalo; 24, Myers 
|Lake Park, Canton, O.; 26-Sept. 1, 
| Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 


| Bill Bardo, Aug. 16, two weeks, | 


| Iroquois Gardens, Lexington, Ky. 

Larry Clinton, Aug. 8, Prom B., St 
Paul; 9, Sheboygan theatre, Sheboy- 
gan, Wis., 10, Paramount theatre, 
Hammond, Ind.; 11, Winona Beach, 
| Bay City, 


Chanticleer, Balto. 

Chuck Foster, Sept. 4, four weeks, 
St. Anthony hotel, San Antonio 

Lani McIntire, Aug, 16-17, 20-21, 
Swiss Garden, Holgate, O. 
| Dick Rogers, Aug. 9, Lakeside 
| Park, Mahanoy City, Pa.; 10, Her- 
shey Park, Hershey, Pa. 





Ritz-Carlton hotel, Boston. 

Raymond Scott, Aug. 7, Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit; 10, Rialto theatre, 
Joilet, It. 


Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 

Count Basie, Sept. 9, Armory, 
Charlotte, N. C.; 26, Apollo theatre, 
N. oe , 

Del Courtney, Aug. 13, Lakeside 
B., Guttenberg, Ia. 





fornia State Fair. 

| Bob Allen, Aug. 9, two weeks, 
| Buckeye Lake, O.; 23, two weeks, 
| Yankee Lake, Brookfield, O. 





}atre, Franklin, N. C.; 10, theatre, 
| Asheville, N. C.; 17-23, Manhattan 
| Beach, my. %. 

| Abe Lyman, Aug?15, Majestic the- 


j atre, Dallas; 22, Worth theatre, Fort | 


| Worth. 
Bobby Byrne, Aug. 
Pier, Atlantic City. 


14-17, Steel 





} Lieut. Andrew White, a former 
|singer with Fred Waring’s band, 
| Corporal Robert L. Jacobson, ex- 
trumpeter in a dance orchestra, and 
Sergeant Robert Shackleton, erst- 
while musical comedy singer, gave 
| show-business touches to the broad- 
| cast of ‘We, the People’ from Camp 
| Dix, N. J. 


ones Nev Bard Borne Big at Manhattan Beach, N.Y... 
Cab Stars Over Alabama, $3,500 


(Estimates) 
Ben Bernie (Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn, Aug. 3) 


Bernie cracked Sun- 
16,000 pull at $1.65. 
Continuing 


Ala., Aug. 2). Calloway lured 3,700 


customers through rain, piling up approximately $3,200 at $1.25 top, av- 
Armory, July 31, barf pulled fair 1,300 
at 90c dancers, 75c white lookers-on. 

Park, Des Moines, Ia., 


July 30). Clinton’s 
At Fairyland Park B., 


Bob Crosby (Cotton Festival, Vatesville, Ark., July 24). Rain didn't 

stop 2,143 seeing Crosby at $1.25 Dripping skies won out, however, at 

Municipal Aud., Jackson, Miss. (25), still 1.311 at $1.20 was okay Next 

night (26) 2,731 piled into Aud., New Orleans at $1.20; Cedar Lake, Ope 

. lousas, La. (27) got 890 at $2.20; Camp Hulen, Pelacios, Tex., (28) date 

and his band pulled 934 at $1.20; Plantation Club, Houston, next day (29) turned up 


Tex.. there were 1.714 at $1; at Plan- 


1-3 band pulled 4,441 


Mass., Aug. 1-2) Do: 


rahue 
high with 3,300 


Dorsey took 


Solid sock; 2,109 customers 
At Excelsior 


| Park B., Minneapolis, however, Gray's pull of 1,254 at 88c wae disappoint- 
L 0 PY G ing. Heat in 90's in usually cool spot saddled with blame. 


i 
j 
| 


and his orchestra 


| $425. 


HOTEL NEW YORKER | 


Frankie Masters (Saylor’s Lake, Saylorsburg. Pa., Aug. 2). 
| liked outfits to play here this season,’ but band drew only $00 at 85c for 


| Alvino Rey-King Sisters (Celoron Park, Jamestown, WN. ¥. Aus. 8). 
Rey's playing date Friday (1) at Erie, Pa, only 55 miles away, hurt his 


Fort Worth, July 27-Aug. 2). Ex- 


NBC—DECCA RECORDS | stand here; 780 at $2-$2.50, however, was rated good. 


MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


Terry Shand (Lake Worth Casino, 
| ceptional 5,600 at 44c to 75c equalled $3,360 for seven nights. 
| Griff Williams (Ye Old Mill, Dailes, Ore., July 30). 

for gross of $1,000; at Natatorium Park, Spokane, next day (31) band drew 
| smallest crewd of season; 800 to gross $700. 


Fine 1,100 dancers 


Ben Bernie, Sept. 5, two weeks, | 


Shep Fields, Aug. 31, eight days, | 


Ray Noble, Aug. 29, 10 days, Cali- | 


Pinky Tomlin, Aug. 9, Macon the- | 


‘One of best- | 


aes 


Week at Par; Phil Harris H.0. Big 





‘That’s My Boy’ 


Kansas City, Aug. 5. 
Pearl Wiese, secretary of gen- 
eral manager John Schilling of 
WHB, has just returned from her 
vacation at Excelsior Springs. 
Spent most of the time beam- 
ng while listening to her son's 
orchestra, which is at the Elms 
hotel there. 








LEAFERS USING NAMES 
FOR SPOT NEAR TROY 


Trov. N. Y.. Aus. 5. 

Burden Lake Casino, back of Troy, 
has started a policy of name bands, 
Jack Melvin's orchestra opening 
there July 25. The new Will Hud- 
-on-Eddie De Lange unit will follow 
Aug. 1. Willard Alexander is hand- 
, ling the booking. 
The Casino is managed by Allen 
| and. Nate Leafer. for several years 
| captains in the Rainbo Room of the 
| New Kenmore Hotel, Albany. 
| Brothers hope to keep the Casino 
open during the winter months. 


| 
| 





‘Kenny Sargent Released 
For Out-of-Town Jump 


| 
| Minneapolis. Aug. 5. 
| After being arrested with a woman 
|in his room in a local hotel for dic- 
| orderly conduct, Kenneth Bi 
| Kenny’) Sargent. 34, vocalist with 
, Glen Gray’s Casa Lom’ 
spent half the night in jeil, but war 
released without charge at 6:25 am. 
to permit him to catch a train with 
the band. The woman was fined $7 
for drunkenness 

The hotel incident occurred after 
the orchestra had plaved a one- 
| night stand at Excelsior Park hall- 
room. A house detective. who said 
the couple were disorderly. called 
the police. When they refused to 
quiet down and demanded to be 
jailed, the police complied. 


’ 
WLW’S DANCE LIST 
Cincy Station Goes Far Afield for 
Remote Pickup 
ane 
| Cincinnati, Aug. 5 
| Glenn Rendezvous, 
| streamlined nitery in Newport, Ky., 
ypposite Cincy, which opens Wednesc- 
day (6), has been added to WLW's 


already long string of remote spots. | 


Place is named after its operator. 
Schmidt, who formerly man- 
aged Beverly Hills. on the outskirt 
»f Newport Initial show at the 
Glenn has Chris Christensen’s band 
Jackie Helle: Mata ind Hari 
Evelyn Farney and Marc Ballero 
WLW is airing music from Bever- 
ly Hills and 


Glen 


another nearby 


tucky nitery, Lookout House, also 
Old Vienna, the Netherland Plaza | 
hotel, Coney Island, and Castle 


Farm, in Greater Cincy, plus Lake 
Breeze hotel at Buckeye Lake. O 


The station has deals pending for | 


special wires’ into 
| Merry-Go-Round, 


‘Pop’ Lantz’s 
Dayton, O., and 


the Deshler-Wallack hotel, Colum- 
bus, O 
Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 


band, in the third month of its 
fourth engagement at Old Vienna, 
moves the middie of August into the 
Merry-Go-Round, Dayton for sev 


eral weeks while Old Vienna is be 

ng remodelled. The Fisher combo 

which is magneting turnaway biz at 
by e 


return 


Old Vienna, will 
the reopening 
Bert Farber’s band, from WLW, is 
having a summer run at the Nether- 
land Plaza to good returns 
Other spota remoted by WLW 
have road bands for brief stays. 


there fol 


orchestra, | 


, | 
remodelled 


Ken- | 


+ 
» —— 


(Estimates for This Week) 


Erskine Hawkins, New York— 
| (Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99 ), 
|With Four Ink Spots, Stump & 


Stumpy on stage and ‘Shepherd of 
Hills’ (Par) on screen. Evenly bal- 
j;anced between flesh and pictures, 
| with both nicely sold and overcom- 
ing unfavorable reviews. Sturdy 
'$46,500, and show stays a second 
; week, 

| Phil Harris, New York—‘Strand; 
|2,767; 35-55-75-85-99). Screen at- 
|traction is ‘Bride Came C.O.D.’ 12d 
|wk. for both). James Cagney-Bette 
Davis in comedy is okay but that 
extra lift is being given by Phil 
| Harris’ organization. Neat $30,000 or 
thereabouts for second session efter 


robust $46,000, first week Combo 
iSstays a third. 
| Joe Rines, New York—‘State; 


| 3.400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). ‘Acdven- 
{ture in Washington’ (Col) tist run) 
|is picture. Nice stage support in 
{Cass Daley, Larry Adler, others, but 
film is not helping greatly despite 
|fact that it is first-run. Limpid 
| $14,500 likely, or about the same as 
jlast week. 

Vaughn Monroe, Philacelphia— 
(Earle; 2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). Plus 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) on screen. Wrole 
town sweltering in heat, and biz way 
off as result. Film is not helping 
any. Fair $16,000 in prospect. 

Paul Whiteman, Pittsburgh— 
(Stanley; 3,800; 25-40-60). Wallace 
Eeery’s latest, ‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G), 
jcredited with attracting good biz 
here. First time Whiteman’s been 
j here in several years and he’s be- 
}ing welcomed with nifty $22,500. 











| JEAN WALD REORGANIZES 


Girl Band Opens at 





Hotel 
Hayes in Columbus 


Fort 





| : 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5 

| After four-month vacation, Jean 
| Wald, local band leader who dis- 


| banded her all-femme outfit follow- 
|ing winter engagement in Florida, is 
reorganizing again and will break 
in new crew shortly at Hotel Fort 
| Hayes in Columbus, O. She has Mary 
‘Osborne, electric guitarist who was 
| with Dick Stabile last year. and bass 

violist Mary Flo Woods. whose hus- 
|band, Fred Pariese, recently re- 

placed Frankie Carle at piano for 
| Horace Heidt. 

Both Miss Osborne and Miss 
Woods were members of the old 
Ninifred McDonald Trio on station 
KDKA here. Threesome left radio 
pot to join band of Buddy Rogers, 
| with whom they toured for couple of 
seasons, 


Ben Bernie's Tour 

Following his current week at 
Manhattan Beach, N. Y., where he 
| hung up a new Sunday record with 
over 16,000 payees at $1.65 top, Ben 
| Bernie vacations for two weeks and 
then one-nighters through New 
England 


He moves Sept. 5 into the Ritz- 
Carlton, Boston, 











AND HIS 


Music Makers Orchestra 


Columbia Records 


ON TOUR 


Dir.: — Musie Corp of America 
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LOU BREESE 


CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 
(Week August 8) 
Personal Manager, SAM LUTZ 
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COIN MACHINES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 194] 





Macy's Complains That Pre-Releases 
By Disc Jockeys Jams Merchandizers 


Record jockeys running platter 
programs on independent stations in 
New York are being very careful 
currently in their use of pre-release 
masters of recordings by popular 
bands. They now make sure to ex- 
plain to listeners that the tunes are 
not yet available at record counters. 
Department stores, Macy’s in par- 
ticular, which has an extensive rec- 
ord department, cracked down on 
some of them in the last couple 
weeks for turntabling masters of 
stuff without the important explan- 


ation tagline that pressings had not| when he first played N. Y., at 


yet been put on sale. 

Practice among 
m.c.’s of securing 
from press agents, 
creasing. Seems 
among ‘em to be the first to broad- 
cast a recording of a tune that’s ex- 
pected to hit a high mark in sales. 
One broadcaster recently went so| 
far as to use on his show an off-the- 
air platter of an arrangement by a | 
certain band. He couldn't wait for 
the master. Meant that he was air- 
ing the tune weeks before it was 
released on wax. 

Macy’s squawk that it was getting 
requests for records not yet avail- 
able substantiates the theory that 
the playing of records on the air 
helps rather than hurts retail sales. 


MARION HUTTON BACK 


master 


leaders, is in- 





TO GLENN MILLER 


Marion Hutton, former vocalist 
with Glenn Miller, returns to that 
band Aug. 15 before the outfit opens 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York. She will replace the present 
Paula Kelly. Miss Hutton was with 


Miller during his band’s push to the | 


top of the heap, but left him last 
fall to become a mother. 

She's married to Jack Philbin, 
manager of the Johnny Long band, 
now at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y. 


George Smith's Promotion 
Fort Worth, Aug. 5. 


George Smith. manager of Casino} 


Park at Lake Work, who recently 
signed to operate a cafe-ballroom at 
the Texas State Fair in Dallas in the 
fall, has also landed contract of 
similar nature for the South Texas 
State Fair at Beaumont beginning 
Oct. 30. 

Smith will handle these enterprises 
—. with his Casino we _aceetall 


+ 


| 


record program | 
cuttings | 


to be a rivalry | 


| 


laid to the 


| 





Count Basie Set 


Cafe Society. uptown, N. Y., is 
going in for big bands fall. 
| Count Basie’s orchestra opens at the 


this 


spot Sept. 16 for an indefinite stay. 
|Length of his run depends on 
whether Duke Ellington agrees to 
follow him. Ellington is currently on | 
the Coast with ‘Jump For Joy,’ new | 
legit musical. 
Basie hasn't located in a New 
York spet since the spring of 1939 
the 


Famous Door. 


| Sam Scribner | 


Continued from page lz 




















Authority and devoted much time to 
indigent. Only his three | 
children are mentioned in tke will, 
'they to share the estate equally, but | 
linformed sources indicate they will 
receive little or nothing. The home 
in Bronxville was in the name of | 
Mrs. Scribner, who died some years | 
ago. There also was a trust fund in 
her name, but nothing is revealed as 
to its present value. Their children 
are to have the use of the house dur- 


from the trust fund. 

Scribner was supposed to have 
cleaned up a fortune when he sold 
the Columbia Burlesque Wheel, but 





insiders on the deal say he got 
nothing. At one time he was a 
millionaire. About 15 years ago he 
and other burlesque showmen in- 
vested in a Pennsylvania coal 
near Scribner's home town of Brook- 





|ville. The holdings went sour and 
|when the others dropped their 
interest Scribner stuck and sunk 
fall told around $500,000. I. H. Herk, 
lat that time close to Scribner, was 
among those in the mining venture 
and pulled out $25,000 in the red. 





Ed J. Fiynn, prominent Bronx 
politician and Democratic National 
|Chairman, is said to have aided 


Scribner by 
ship assignments. 
' stein, formerly attorney 
|bia Wheel, is also said to 
sisted arpeer. 


securing him receiver- 
Jacob I. 


for Colum- 





tion to Landers’ unit. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below 
throughout 
of more than 


popularity, 


are grabbing 


one band or 


most 
the country, as reported by operators to 
nocalist after 
whose recordings are being played. 


jukeboxes 
Names 
order of 
names in 


week in 

VARIETY. 
indicates, in 
Figures and 


nickels this 


the title 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Daddy (9) Republic........... 


2. Maria Elena (6) Southern 
3. Green Eyes (5) Southern 


4. Goodbye Dear, Be Back “ear 
8. Rose and a Prayer (4) BVC.... 
6. Yours 


(3) Marks 


Things I Love (2) Campbell... 


8. Yes, Indeed (1) Embassy 


10. Hut-Sut Song (7) Schumann... 


ee eer eeesseeeee 


; Horace Heidt. Columbia 


(4) C.toC. | Dick Robe” son. Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey . Decca 

oe } Charles Spivak .......Okeh 

| Jimmy Dorsey ... Decca 

} Vaughn Monroe... ..Bluebird 

{ Jimmy Dorsey ...... Decca 

Beit des oa } Barry Wood Prerre ios 
. | Tommy Dorsey . Victor 

{| Tommy Dorsey . Victor 

Moe } Tommy Tuckei .Okeh 

\ Freddie Mze:iin....:Bluebird 

‘e- ee } King Sisters........Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 


in demand on the coin machines.) 
Don't Cry Cherie (Shapiro).. 
When Sun Comes Out (BVC).. 
Goodbye Little Darlin’ 


"Til Reveille (Melody Lane) 


Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest (Block).... 


Little Bit South of North Carolina (Porgie). 


Peaceful in Country (Regent). 


eeeeee 


Cee eeer sess ese 


(T. B. Harms)...... 


, Glefn Miller . Bluebird 
} Sammy Kaye ........ Victor 
{ Jimmy Dorsey.. .....Decca 
} Charles Spivak .......Okeh 
{ Bing Crosby..........Decca | 
eet Ee re Okeh 
| Bing Crosby .Decca 
as. <). —e Columbia 
{ Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 
*} Tommy Dorsey . Victor 
{ Dick Robertson........Decca 
} Gene Krupa .Okeh 
{ Charlie Spivak ...... Okeh 


/ Harry James 


ing their lifetime, also the proceeds | 


} 


| 





Fully Defined | 


Aug. 5. 

Just what constitutes a taxable 
coin machine is defined in a | 
manner admitting of little doubt 
in the ordinance just worked | 
out by the Milwaukee common | 
council. The definition: 

‘Any machine or device which 
is so constructed or installed 
that upon the insertion in the 
slot of the machine of a coin, it 
returns, dispenses, discharges, 
produces, delivers, or vends 
candy, gum, nuts, bottled or 
bottled drinks, edibles, articles 
for personal use, postage stamps, 
cigarets, cigars, tobacco or smok- 
ers’ supplies of any description, 
information showing weight, pic- 
tures, photographs, reproductions 
of music, sounds or speeches, or 
any sound on film reproduced 
through a mechanical speaker, 
either with or without a cinema 
or moving picture reproduction 
in connection therewith.’ 


ukeboxes In 
Front of Spots 
Impede Traffic 


Milwaukee, 


ui- 








Group of 21 coin machine Op- | 
erators were fined in Rockaway | 
Beach (N. Y.) court last week a 


placing coin boxes in front of their 
concessions on the boardwalk 


Brooklyn jitterbugs were interfer- 


.._ | ing with boardwalk traffic with their 
mine 


hopping to the grooved rhythms set 
in motion by their nickels. 
Magistrate Peter A. Horn labelled | 
the racket and jitterbugging as vio- 
lations of nuisance and anti-noise 


| ordinances. 


Wurlitzer Reports 40%, 
| Drep in Jukebox Output 


Good. | 


Eddie Robinson, giving up his own 
orchestra since the Gourmet Club 
shuttered in Cleveland for the sum- | 
mer, has joined Manny _ Lande‘s’ 
| outfit at Akron’s Mayflower Hotel as 
pianist. Bob Shelley, former trum- 
pet for Benny Meroff, another addi- 


| Plant officials 
be booming if 


| plained, 


{Sammy Kaye . Victor | 

wee ene *) Andrews Sisters. . Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey....... Decca 

} Tony Pastor........Bluebird 

Jimmy Dersev .Decca 


Due to U. 5. Priorities 


Buffalo. 


have as- 


Aug. 5. 

| Uncle Sam's defense priorities are 
about to hit the younger 
the 
of the nickelodeons are being 
Rudolph 
Tonawanda, 
the field, 
materials vital to their 


set right 


where it hurts—in juke boxes. 
| Fewer 
turned out at 
North 


firms in 


Wurlitzer 
of 


because 


plant in one 
biggest 
manufacture 
are being diverted to defense chan- 
nels. Plant faces serious threat of 
closedown unless it can start produc- 
ing defense parts. 

who said sales could 
they could get mate- 


rials, declared production had fallen 


| knit arrangement strung with listenable instrumental ideas. 
| poed, 


| peppered with solos. 


kick and the arrangement is good. 


'a Brahms piece, 


fly. 


| tell. 
'a pop, dressed in the fine tone colors 


| Vear’s 


off to 40% in three months and one 
of three shifts had been laid off, per- 
haps permanently, reducing employ- | 
ment from 1,750 to 1,350. Metals 
| which can’t be obtained right now 
|are chiefly steel die castings, alu-| 
| minum, zine and copper. 
| Supply on hand will last two! 


months or so, Farny R. Wurlitzer ex- 
after which the further 
| manufacture of juke boxes is only a 
probability. 


Glenn Miller ‘Chattanooga Choo-Choo’"—I Know Why’ 


——.. 


Coin-Catching Records—and Others 


_- 


Kay ayes ‘You and I’'—Cowboy Serenade’ (Columbia 36244) 
Here's a with machine possibilities. More Meredith Witlcan’s 
ballad is co the better it gets. Kyser’s slow-tempoed cutting is played 
well and vocal by quartet of singers helps. Dick Jurgens also tackles the 











une 


‘tune (Okeh 6289) and, while it’s behind Kyser’s, his is saleable also. Best 


release so far, however, is by Glenn Miller, out recently. 
is a pleasant cowboy melody sung by Harry Babbitt, 
uations which like westerns. Jurgens backing is 
so-so. Harry Cool vocals 


Kyser’s coupling 
a good thing for sit- 
‘Starlight, Starbright,’ 


Tommy Dorsey ‘For You’'—Swing Low, Sweet Chariot’ (Victor 36399) 

Dorsey is marketing 12-inch platter arrangements of standards every so 
often. Both of these two click solidly. Best is perhaps ‘For You,’ a neatly 
Dance-tem- 
well played piece is studded with breaks. Jo Stafford’s vocal socks. 
‘Swing Low,’ straight instrumental, bangs the bell, too. It’s also 
Sales should be strong. 


Rhythmic 


Al Donahue ‘Do This More Often’—Be Honest With Me’ (Okeh 6294) 

First tune is a pleasant entry, but it’s not strong enough for much ma- 
chine use. Donahue’s band handles it beautifully, on an easy rhythmic 
Pat Kave lyrics. Reverse is also Okay, 


but it lacks the punch necessary to get very far. Phil Brito vocals. In 
view of this band’s great improvement al! around it might be wise to hand 
it better tunes. 


Shep Fields ‘Hungarian Dance No. 5'—‘Don’t Blame Me’ (Bluebird 11225) 

Fields’ new brassless band displays very effectively on the first side the 
solid drive and push it gets without a bank of brass. An adaptation of 
the arrangement by Lew Harris is filled with color. How- 
ever the side will sell best for private use. Band hits an unusually good 
dance tempo on the reverse, a well-played standard. On machines fact 
that Fields’ band has no brass means nothing; few average listeners can 
To get anywhere in the coin box field Fields will have to click with 
it’s possible for his arrangers to 
get with the wide instrumentation of the band. 


Charlie Barnet ‘Be Fair'—Wasn't It You’ (Bluebird 11223) 

More like it. Barnet’s long delayed switch to pops brought a few 
weeks ago an attempt that sounded more like Glenn Miller. This job on 
‘Fair’ is not readily identifiable as Barnet, except throuh his sax solos, but 
neither is it anyone else—but it’s good. Bob Carroll's vocal is okay. If 
tune moves in machines, and it should, this side will go, too. Reverse 
ist as strong a melody. Carroll and Quintones vocal. 


Vaughn Monroe ‘Sleepy Serenade’—Love Me Little’ (Bluebird 11221) 

Few, if any, of releases out on first include a vocal. Monroe's lyricing, 
while hampered a bit by the slow temp), can start the tune rolling in ma- 
chines. Up to now it hasn’t dene much. Tasty muted band work backs 
the singer. Reverse brings up Marilyn Duke vocalling another pop. It’s 
okay. 

Tommy Dorsey ‘Guess I'll Have to Dream’—Loose Lid’ (Victor 275 

Dorsey's arrangement of ‘Dream’ shove the number into the 
solid hit class in machine and counter sales. Formula“is similar to last 
‘Never Smile Again,’ using Frank Sinatra, Pied Pipers and good 
band work, including standout muted trombone break. Glenn Miller's 
recent cutting is second to Dorsey's. Harry James made it, too. (Col, 
36255) with Dick Haymes vocal; it’s okay, but will smothered by Dor- 
sey and Miller. Same fate is in store for Les Brown’s (Okeh 6308), which, 
though equal to James’, suffers because of Ralph Young's occasionally 
sloppy pronunciation. Sy Oliver arrangement, couple rhythmic 
swing moments, backs Dorsey’s side. James’ flipover is another good pop, 
‘lll Never Let a Day By,’ spotlighting Haymes again. Ralph Young 
redeems himself on Brown's reverse, running ‘Be Fair’ to a good total. 


926) 


should 


be 


good 


Pass 


Kay Kyser ‘I've Been Drafted'—‘Do This More Often’ (Columbia 36253) 

First is one of better musical ideas based on conscription. Neat piece 
of material easily suitable for machine play. Kyser’s version, well played 
and cutely sung by Sully Mason is good: tempo’s fairly fast. Chuck 
Foster’s version (Okeh 6304) isn’t as capable: quintet of singers vocal. 
Kyser’s coupling is tasty arrangement of ‘Why Don't We Do This More 
Often,’ arrangement improving the tune. Ginny Simms. Harry Babbitt 
vocal. Foster’s backing, ‘Kiss Polka,’ is from Sonja Henie’s new film, tune 
with possibilities in view of film exploitation it will get. It’s done innoc- 


uously here, however, sung by Dorothy Brandon and Three D's. 


Dinah Shore ‘You and I'—On Bicycle Built for Two’ 
Miss Shore pitches a brilliant vecal of the strong pop melody. 
commercial or counter. her standard couplings, 
rhythmically arranged, anything she’s done 


(Bluebird 11233 
It'll sell 
‘Bicycle,’ 


It's swell. 


Continuing 
compares with 


Gene Krupa ‘Got Letter From Kia’ —‘Have You Changed’ (Okeh 6306) 

First melody is unusual selection for Krupa. Story of kid’s letter to his 
dad carries a punch—for counter, not machine. Wallop is all in the vocal 
by Howard Dulaney. Reverse can easily be forgotten. Tune isn’t worth 
much. Roy Eldridge’s trumpet rides it smoothly and Dulaney vocals. 
(Bluebird 11230) 


From Miller’s film with Sonja Henie, ‘Choo-Choo’ doesn’t figure to cut 


Lang Thompson Departs much ice commercially, except by Millers’ own version and_ possibly 

“a . Johnny Long. Miller's side is rhythmic and nicely arranged: Tex Beneke 

W ith Pittsburgh Talent and Modernaires vocal. Not as well done. but still satisfying is Johnny 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. Long's cutting (Decca 3905) in the usual Long method of Bob Houston 

Before leaving tri-state area von en band chorusing. One which won't do much outside his imme- 

; “se | diate fans is by Cab Calloway (Okeh 6305). Tune is least effective under 

around which he has been barn-| him. ‘I Know Why,’ Paula Kelly-Modernaires vocalling, is pleasant Miller 

storming for last month. Lang | backing. ‘Booglie Wooglie Piggy’ is not as auspicious as Long’s coupling; 
| Thompson made raids on flock of | /@ke ‘A’ Train,’ Calloway’s reverse has been done much better before. 

Pittsburgh bands, taking along . ~ ag 

men from pee ie ix caste ge a yaaa ‘aoe en People’—‘Jungle Beegie’ (Biuebire 11252 

vocalist. Men are replacements for , veal er eye ought be kept on first number; it’s marked with definite 

Thompson musicians recently called | machine Possibilities for nickel or counter sales. Powell's arrangement 

up by the draft, and girl, Patti Jean. j and playing, in rhythmic dance tempo, is saleable: Ruth Gaylor vocals, 


| formerly 





| Dolan, 


is a temporary filler-in 
who was 
several weeks ago 
dent. 

Tooters Thompson signed up here | 
were Dean Sayre, Pat Oliver, Ward | 
Kaler and Bobby Milliken. Latter. | 
with Sid Dickler, cele- | 
brated his new connection by marry- | 
ing Betty Benz, Pittsburgh night | 
club dancer. 


for Peggy | 
seriously injured 


in an auto sia 





‘Kit Kit Kitty,’ ‘Horse’s Heaven,’ ‘] 
Can’t Get Away From You’ and the 


Lew Pollack writing four songs. | 
| 
title tune for Harry shermnen’s | 


.Columbia | ‘Hoppy’s Holiday’ at* Paramount, 


Backing drives, another of Powell's cole tee stock of sizzlers. 

Tony Pastor ‘Found You in Rgin’—‘$21 Day, Once Month’ (Bluebird 11231) 
Initial melody is based on good idea, but somehow it lacks the spark to 

lift it out of average rating. Eugenie Baird sings it well. ‘21,’ another con- 

scription entry, has machine potentialities; lyric is a timely lament. 

Charioteers ‘Yes, Indeed’—‘Cowboy 

Another release of ‘Indeed,’ which just 

enough to disturb ranking ones; formula is 

paced, is average in effect. 


Serenade’ (Okeh 6310) 
adds to the total. Not 
same as others. ‘Cowboy,’ 


stro: 


slow 


Mitchell Ayres ‘Goodbye Dear’—At Old Town Hall’ (Bluebird 11234) 
Late release of tune now riding machines, Ayres’ cutting of first is 
smoothly done, sung by Johnny Bond. Doesn't improve on current 
versions, however, Victor didn’t have a release of it is the answer. 
Coupling doesn’t cut much of a swath outside of Mary Ann Mercer's vocal. 
| Mekody seems familiar. 


ee 


| 
i 
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‘trophy and Guy Lombardo’s 


FORGET PAST; LOOK AHEAD’ 





~—_— 


Long-Pull Effect of ASCAP- Radio 
Feud Shows Up in Disc Sale Fall-Off? 








Limitation of new popular music | 
material, caused by the prolonged | 
fight between NBC-CBS and ASCAP, 
has begun to have its effect in a ma- 
jor way with the sales of the phono- | 
graph record companies, Columbia | 
for the second quarter of this year 
sold 800,000 discs less than it did for 
the previous three months. In actual 
payoff of royalties to copyright own- 
ers this will mean a difference of as 
much as 25%. Victor’s pop disc sales 
is also reported to be off, while 
Decca won’t have its accumulative 
sales figures ready until the end of | 
this week. 

The record companies didn’t feel 
the pinch resulting from the shut- | 
down of production by ASCAP pub- 
lishers until the second quarter was 
under way. These companies had 
until then been riding on material 
that ASCAP affiliates had produced | 
and exploited prior to the break 
with radio (Dec. 31). 


JOE GOLD BEATS OUT 
VOCCO IN GOLFERY 


Joe Gold, of Harms, stroked Rocco 
Vocco off the course last Thursday 
(31) in the finals of the Profes- 
sional Music Men’s amateur golf | 
tournament at Glen Oaks G. C., 
Great Neck, L. I Gold finished | 
Vocco 7 and 6 after 36 holes. 

Win gave Gold the PMM’s silver 
$250 
set of clubs and bag, and a club do- 
nated by Saul Bornstein. It was 
his second win in the seven years 
the tournament has been held. Vocco | 
took Tommy Dorsey’s $50 prize. 

A flock of prizes were distributed 
all along the line, the awards ex- 
ceeding the number of entries. 











| 





| film 


| Society. 


“Takes Over Greek Melody 


North & South American Music, 
the Warner Bros. subsidiary wherein 
| Xavier Cugat is partnered in the 
Latin song catalog, has taken over 
a Greek melody, ‘Misserlou.’ 

Columbia is waxing this in nov- 
elty manner. Cugat will do the 
conga version and Benny Goodman 
will be 
arrangement of the same tune. 


Morris Wires From Coast 
Denial of N. Y. Rumors; 
Raps Pubs’ ‘Hypocrisy’ 





While the NBC deal was at the 
height of discussion last week, the 
board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers received a long wire from 
Edwin H. Morris, head of Mercer & 
Morris, expressing resentment at 
rumors circulating in the trade about 
his imminent release of a Kay Kyser 
score to NBC and Columbia. 
The telegram, which came from Hol- 
lywood, also asked that his (Morris’) 
name be withdrawn as a publisher 
candidate for the ASCAP board. 


Morris’ wire charged that the ru- 
mor was totally without foundation 
and remarked about the ‘hypocrisy’ 
of certain other publishers in the 
It said that five other pub- 
lishers had bid for the catalog, with 


| most of them either assuring or im- 
| plying that they would have no ob- 
| jection to the score’s 
| networks for exploitation purposes. 


release to the 


the back-up with a swing! 


THAT'S GIST OF 
BEANGTEIN PLEA 


Hopes That Negotiations 
With CBS, Now Expected, 
Will Be as ‘Correct and 
Impersonal’ as With NBC 
—Society Disappointed in 
Deal at 234% But Glad to 
Be Back on Air—Auditors 


Disagree on Annual Yield 


PERHAPS $3,500,000 


As acting president of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers,. Authors 
and Publishers (Gene Buck being on 
a month’s vacation in California), 
Louis Bernstein last Friday (1) in- 
structed the management to ap- 


proach CBS, when it becomes ex- 
pedient to negotiate, with as friendly 
and cordial an attitude as possible. 
Bernstein urged that John G. Paine 
and E. C. Mills avoid in their dis- 
cussions with CBS any tinge of acri- 
mony or recrimination and that they 
convey by their manner a desire to 
eradicate as quickly as possible the 
bitterness that has prevailed be- 
tween the two factions for the past 
two years and to return to amiable 
business relations. 

ASCAP’s radio committee has ex- 


| pressed itself as°much impressed by 


what they termed the ‘gentlemanly 
and considerate’ approach and man- 
ners of the NBC negotiators. So 
much as a hint of personalities had 
never come up in the weeks of dis- 
cussions and even though the com- 


(Continued on page 42) 
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State Laws 





Pluggers Pleased 


There’s much glee in Tin Pan 
Alley among the pluggers at 
least even though the executives 
figure the NBC-ASCAP 
was a ‘forced’ deal, 
else’ attitude. 


accord 
with an ‘or 


The pluggers who have been 
chafing for action since Jan. 1 
now look forward to getting on 
the bandwagon literally and 
start ‘making’ the nation's hits, 
with cooperation of the major 
networks. 


ASCAP Hopes Broadcasters Will 
Jon It in Stemming Tide Of 


That Help Nobody 


| ASCAP proposes to try to stem 
| the spread of hostile state legislation 
| through the strategy of appealing to 
the broadcasters’ self-interest. The 
Society will point out to this licensee 
element that if it continues to stir 
up local legislators on the proposi- 
tion of taxing ASCAP the broad- 
casters will in time find that the 
| thing has boomeranged and that the 
same leyzislators will look with tax- 
acquisitive eyes on the profits of 
radio, as has already happened in 
the case of Congress. 

| It is ASCAP’s belief that the 
broadcasters, instead of keeping up 
their local war barrage against the 








Meyer-DeSylva Protest 
‘Calif.’ Song Sale To 
20th for $150; Sue Pu 


Joseph Meyer and B. G. De Sylva 
will apply to N. Y. supreme court on 
Aug. 26 to dismiss the defenses of 
M. Witmark & Sons to a $50,000 suit | 


they are bringing against the pub- 
lisher. Suit claims Witmark sold 
‘California, Here I Come,’ to 20th- 
Fox for $150, costing them $50,000. 

Song was written in 1923 and 
given to Witmark to publish. It is 
claimed Witmark sold the song in 
1939 to 20th for ‘Rose of Washington 
Square,” without permission, for 





mark owns the rights and that both 
plaintiffs knew of and approved the 
sale. 





$150. The defense asserts that Wit- | 


| Society, should join with ASCAP in 
‘fighting against such type of legis- 
|lation in behalf of both the music 
| and the broadcasting industries. 
|Radio has been for several years 
| showing state salons how much 
money there is in the performing 
_rights business and how to tax it, 
|and ASCAP figures that since there 
lis a lot more in broadcasting there 
would be nothing to prevent these 
same solons to turn their attention 
j to radio once they’ve got through 
| with ASCAP. 





| CAMPBELL INCORPORATES 
Albany, Aug. 5. 

| Jimmy Campbell Publications, 

|Ine., has been chartered to conduct 


|a printing-publishing business in 
New York. 


Directors are Frederick 
|Zane, Philip Lippner and Belle 
Seligman, New York City. 


| Alfred Sobol was filing attorney. 
| He’s formerly of Campbell-Con- 
| nelly, London music publishers. 








HISTORY WITHOUT HYSTERICS 


As they drink to ‘peace’ in the unsatisfying, tepid 


2.75% brew of NBC, the men of 
standably far from jubilant. P¢ 
wonderful. 


Now begins the autumn of discontent 
This is the open season tor |-told-you-so 
had eight 
unpleasant surprises and it 1s human nature no 


mortems. 


recriminations. ASCAP has 


doubt to deposit the blame on part 
Which is strictly ASCAP’s bus 
this much may be said here 


work to be done, 
there are problems that will tak 
energy and ingenuity. 
brainpower on bitter 


Wess, 
there is —— to be re 


Too coo squandering of 
afterthoughts 


ASCAP are under- — capture 


‘ace, it ain't entirely 


Maybe 


sions are 
and post- - 


months of 


icular doorsteps. 
But perhaps 


’ . e men 
there is a lot of 


system due in 
the Government rendered to 
Meantime, 
casters and radio 
illusion or two of 


seem to 





they've got to step up the tempo so markedly to re- 
their prestige. 


it’s fair to say that ASC 
boiled out of 
to the 


now pretty w ell 


large measure 
radio in 
ends, 


AP entered this 
fight with radio under certain illusions, T 


convenient aid _ rel 
the fight. a 
radio broad- 


uals buy music. A 
likes and dislikes, 
against mediocrity. 


hose illu- 


ASCAP’s 


Agmong the reas 
pub lishers for AS( 
ations on ASCA 
country-wide ant 


licensee quarters b 


perhaps, as the fight 
advertisers are suffering from an conducting business. 
their own. In particular radio has made marked ¢ 
think they have proved that quality 


ons being advanced by 


fiorts 
aud the tone but it apparently had come too late. 


nd individuals will always have 
and always lean to quality as 


ASCAP 
AP’s ill-faring are weak public 
P’s part through the years, plus 
aponism it had accumulated in 
of arbitrary methods oi 
In more recent years ASCAP 
to change hoth the 


ecause 


method 


coal doesn’t matter—enough—in music. Every show- ‘There was public apathy toward the issues in- 

on, : / : - ? 

iad ft al man, every man with standards, all the commonly volved, principally because the war offered more 
entyv of time anc . : , / . . 

hr ; accepted lore of theatrical experience, cries out that important and pressing concern. Radio was also 


will be an ex- 


this radio idea is an 


abomination, a 


distortion, a 


endowed at the mix 


nent with a powerfully attrac- 


ppg ; ; specious misinterpretation of the facts. tive item of loudspeaker fare, news and news com 
pensive luxury that AS( Al crs NOW, more than - ment, to ottset the need for music. Listeners nN 
ever, cannot afford. If quality didn’t count, the broadcasters would large numbers under normal conditions might have 
P never sign with ASCAP on any terms, ‘They considered the music far below par, but this sent 
The fact needs to be faced that when the plugs wouldn’t be in the mood Chat much, at least, ment was outbalanced by a desire to keep apprised 
stopped the music business stopped. Not just for should be cleat AS¢ \P signs at unsatisfactory of latest wor d and domestic events. 
the reasons the broadcasters would perhaps give, terms simply because the alternative course of hold- . 
but because publishers had too many of their eggs ing out 1s too costly Most publishing houses are Hundreds of newspapers throughout the coun 
in the radio basket and could not, or at least did not big business Their chief cu tomer radio—1s. try either operated they own stations or wert affil 
not, open up new channels \l] the talk of what Bigness beat littleness \lthough BMI has im iated w th station So tar \P’s side of the issue 
they would do just was forgotten. Phromsteat proved and tur ed o t its quota of hits they were reces ed limited orable treatment. An analy ysis 
most of 1941 the production of new ASCAP hits not numerous considering that BMI had a monop- oi clippings made by SCAP at one point of the 


nearly stopped. If the writers 


turned ‘em out the 


oly of the air 


for eight months. It is by 


no means 


publishers didn’t publish ’em, The songwriters who 
remained active were employed in Hollywood film 
studios from whence came the greatest pressure to 
settle the radio row, even at unfavorable terms, 


ASCAP publishing houses are at this moment 
Slowed down to a walk. Without putting all the 
blame on them, the opening of Mutual a couple of 
months ago only proved that ASCAP wasn't able 
to take advantage. And for the next weeks or 
months perhaps there will be more than plenty of 

ershwin and Herbert, Berlin and Kern. All good 


Stuff, of course, but not new. Pop music thrives 
On newness. It’s the life-blood of its excitement, 
its the steam behind the sales drive That's why 


proven that producing hits is a business that any- 
body can enter from scratch, 

As for the taunt of broadcasters that the public 
didn’t give a hoot about ASCAP as ASCAP, that 
it true. That was one of ASCAP’s illusions. But 
has there been any spontaneous uprising of the 
public to protect radio which is being attacked i 
Washington just now? No. Radio’s pleased dis- 
covery about the public and also applies to 
the public and radio, People are rather busy now- 
adays worrying about the war, economic 
dislocations. 


MUSIC 


taxes, jobs, 


a we Pa 
The masses may not care about music in the ag- 

' : . } . ee aie ee 
gregate, but the masSes don’t buy music. Indivie 


battle disclosed that it got its breaks almost solely 
from newspapers that had no connection with sta- 
tions. 

Radio interests’ constant citation of ASCAP’s 


multi-million-dollar income. 
ing to the 


found the public react- 
fanfare as merely involv- 
ing a fight bet) two major business interests. 
ASCAP countered with citations of the broadcast- 
industry's huge and it 1s ASCAP’s 
opinions that the ASC AP-radio fight plus such cita- 
rable detriment to NBC and 
appealed to public opinion 
rules that the Federal Com- 
ion sought to impose on them 
The networks likewise found 
» their pleas for sympathy. 


argumentative 
VGC) 
ing prohts 
ti0ons prov ed of conside 
Colunibia 
against the restrictive 
muni 


several months later 


+} . 
when Lhi@y 
cations (ommiiss 
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the public apathetic te 
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market for further properties tO| ‘ama, Put Your Bomb Britches On,’ 
back. Paramount has had a number | |Ted Courtney, who 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug 2, 














Pix Legit Coi 


—__— (‘ontinued from page 3 
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London air raid shelter song by 
raid shelter, 





. = never saw an air is being waxed b 
ce nie eebe seas Perse eavees baie sieeer se: ~ ed of deals cooking since spring, but | | Freddy Martin, the author has been notified. Courtney is a Frisco ote 
_ ody y- pon “ Sianne har ana eee al eel a noe ybell each has failed to jell. Studio come | teur songwriter. Eddie Stone of the band took an interest, whipping song 
Things 1 Love. .....+e+ee "Sch sonal plained that scripts weren't positive | intg pro shape for a third of the proceeds. Ditty has had considerable 
Hut Sut SONZ......ccccccccccceccseccecscesserescsvssveen - pee enet enough picture material. | publicity in Canada due to its theme. 

Intermezzo RE eee ee eee eee eT eee TT Eee oo = All companies are demanding that {a 

WOE GOES vecspecsvasunceesonccsersesensregensnsasesncs + an plays they back be primarily film) Originally held by Bregman, Vocco & Conn, ‘I Don’t Want to Set the 

= M0 a a ee Oe et ee er ee Melods possibilities; that’s one of the things | World on Fire’ was returned to the writers when the firm failed to pub- 

Till Reveille Syd th al cind aah Southern holding up deals. Even more basic, lish it after a stipulated period. Tune is now in the catalog of Cherigo 

— ee ee mrnanenn ber shessstr nse siiso+ o1én "Staaten however, is the beef that there are | Musie Publishers, Inc., a non-ASCAP affiliate. 

I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest...... ° . Block pres wee a laces —_ p : ; 

I'll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time.. Broadway squawk from legit an p The 1,135 branches of Bundles for Britain, Inc., in the U. S. are tied in 
' ; 4 Republic ducers alike. | with plugging “The V Song (V for Victory), written by Saxie Dowell and 

Siena ON LO RET EARN CCE RIE! Feist Despite the annuounced demand Bill Livingston, published by Dash-Connelly, Inc., which published 

South of North Carolina ...............sceeseeeeeeeeee Porgie | that plays to be backed be film po- | ‘There'll Always Be An England.’ 





| tentials, it is known that at least 
WB, Par and Metro are willing to 
go afield if something very excep- 














Current local hit in Panama is ‘Guarare,’ written by Ricardo Fabregas, 
but actually a Panamanian dance, which can be played either as a rhumba 
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Leslie’s resignation was in the hands 
of the acting president, Louis Bern- | 
stein The board will act on the 
resignation at its next meeting. Les- 
lie had, in an advance statement to | 
the board, declared that he could | 
not tolerate the abasement that 
ASCAP was showing toward radio 
and that under the circumstances he 
felt that his services were of no fur- 
ther value to ASCAP. 

Decision of the ASCAP board to 
take less than the Mutual deal from 
NBC, which also meant from CBS, 
resulted from a gruelling fight put 
on by Bernstein and a combination 
ef disturbing circumstances which | 
had developed on the West Coast. 
Some of the Hollywood studfos were, | 
ASCAP had learned, lining up con- 
tract writers to assign to them the 
performing rights of their new 
scores so that they could be licensed 
grat tis to NBC and Columbia with the | 
primary view of getting the pic- 
tures involved exploited. Holly- | 


wood writers, Bernstein was aware, at times 


failure to make a deal with NBC and | 


were getting restive over ASCAP’s | 


@olumbia, and that unless ASCAP | 


strengthen 
elder networks. 

This sizing up of the situation was 
gonfirmed when Irving Caesar, an | 
ASCAP director and member of the 
radio committee, reached Hollywood | 


a a flying trip last Thursday (31). | 


efore he had left Caesar had op- | 


posed coming down from the Mu- | 


| of 
|and Bernstein, 





| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


terms represented a terrible come- 


down for ASCAP and that he felt it 
was his duty to’refuse to affirm 
them. There was no disagreement 
with his contention that ASCAP 
might get better terms if it held out 
a while longer but it was pointed 
out to him what was happening in 


Hollywood and also argued that the 
industry was in favor of an imme- 
diate peace. Starr questioned 
reflection of industry sentiment and 
stated that he was prepared to go on 
fighting. 
Within the 


radio committee itself 


the vote favoring recommendation 
of the NBC compromise had been| 
far from overwhelmingly favorable. 


With Hammerstein absent in Holly- 
wood, the final aye ballot consisted 
Walter Fischer, Otto Harbach 
while Starr and 
| Caesar voted in the negative. Curi- 
ously, while ASCAP was undergoing 
some of the sternest sessions in its 
history last week it had difficulty 
whipping together a forum. 
Four of the boardmen were in Cali- 
fornia, one had walked out, while 


| others were either ill or unavail- 
acted soon the disaffecton from this | 


quarter might become serious and | 
the position of the two} 


able because of other business. 
After the radio situation has been 


cleared up ASCAP, it has been in- 


dicated, will experience several dras- | 


tic changes: from within. The over- 
head has already been cut down by 
$600,000 a year and intimations have 
been made that other economies will 
be instituted and that a drive will 
be made to increase the number of 
licensees in other fields. 
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Mutual Network Plugs 





The following tabulavion of network 


eonfined to WOR, New York release 
also includes the entire MBS chain 


* Filmusical excerpt. 


popular music perjormances 1s not 
for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 


Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning July 28 (Monday) and ending Aug. 3 


(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 


2 a.m. based on daily recapitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
ED Cetibete ks yg ek Ee pa biss ¢ docu kod «64a who inc), j— rn 
Kiss Boys Goodbye—(*Kiss Boys Goodbye)......... Republic ........ 
Kut ee RE ee ee ee eee eee ere BOINOUS kis k%00 08 32 
i i ol aa is a ge hee ee a eee Schumann . 28 | 

MEE STE Goal aA P6457 99 44 x Ks ok SRA ox eke oo Se re 28 

EY OWE an dan yc els Shed avleckcaes US ne 20 

ee eae, eee | SS Seer eee 20 

lores—(*Las Vegas Nights) ~..................6. Paramount ...... 19 
‘ll Be With You in Apple Blossom Time............ Broadway ....... 17 
Sntermezzo—(*Intermezzo) ..................0 cc cues Sckuberth ....... 16 
RESIS oe ae ee ERM 5 2908 Gi ob 16 
oo BR Oe ae DOUSEMIE. 5 ces on ps 15 
ose and a Prayer . Rawece ine bse a Seh Re oadhatan 3 15 

peeee ee POT GCAPOMGD 6 6. 56cios poscescweecxvbissese ee 15 
eee, Be MC, TE TOV. ogo cick cscs wacvenccccces rs 12 
I Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest TEE ES ee ee 12 
ee eae ae are ee 
ings I Love ...... ey ee oy ee ey ee eS an 11 
PEs TR OCT OW 5 6 6 <b ono cha abate s + dhe Uccuibiein REDURHG . ...0 00%. 11 
As If You Didn't Know—(*Time Out for Rhythm).Mills ............ 10 
OE RIES PRS ST OE Oe ee Southern ........ 10 
BD WOES pier . 9-5 Stee wtb eeesdees i acercccsdinceen Southern ...,.... 10 


this | 


Gershwin and Liszt. 

Monday 
$4,200 to hear Harold Bauer, Charles 
Naegele, Moshe Paranov, Beveridge 
Webster, Georges Barerre, and John 
Corigliano. 











Defense Coin 


Continued from page 1——— 


paucity of tourism, Leon Enken 
(Leon and Eddie’s), worried by the 





smallness of the spring-summer 
tourist crop, made a personal tour 
and discovered that N. Y. was no 


longer a lure to the hinterlander, be- 
cause—like radio and pictures—the 
Broadway cream of the crop is 


brought to the sticks. 
acts now play the local stands; 
even the smallest bistros and 
have cheaply scaled acts to amuse 
the masses. 

Yet, according to Enken and other 
bonifaces in New York, the influx 
was expected to be good if only for 
the reason that it’s summer vacation 
time and cruises, etc., are no longer 
aa amidst the international 
tangle. 


The best type 














Caesar-Gordon 


Continued from page 3 








ers thought it ‘a decent thing of an 
ASCAP writer to do.” One word 
led to another, with exchange drip- 
ping with vitriol, but friends led 
both away when it looked like one 
or the other would start swinging. 
Caesar is here with Jchn Schul- 
man, attorney for SPA, to propose 





local autonomy at a meeting 


Symphony, and works by Offenbach, | 


(4) a crowd of 8,000 paid 
| upon 


|! ASCAP will derive under 


; year 
wy. 


| tions 


| $5,000,000 


and | 
pubs | 


| engaged 








Woods’ Estimate 
had estimated that, 
1940 time sales 


Woods 
the 


based 
figures, 
the new 
agreement a minimum of $3,500,000 a 
from the broadcasting indus- 
ASCAP statisticians disagreed 
with this estimate during the ne- 
gotiations, figuring $500,000 less, but 
within ASCAP bookkeeping circles 
it was surmised that if all the sta- 
are brought under 
ASCAP collects all that is coming to 
it the proceeds from the broadcast- 





| with 


the 


p re On ASCAP tional comes along. *‘Wookey’ falls in or a conga. 
i ms’ ressu this category. Although it is admit- 
° tedly solid for legit. there’s some Gabriel Ruiz, writer of ‘Desesperadamente’ (‘Despairingly’) and ‘Amor, 
( 1 af P ai 
Continued from page |S doubt as to how good a film it will | Amor’ (Love, Love’), has just completed eight weeks in Havana as guest 
to fall back on, had reached the point, tual terms but on Thursday he] make. | conductor over CMQ, and is returning to XEW, Mexico City, where he is 
where they had exhausted their re- | phoned to his fellow member on the _|a fixture. 
serves and were going along on bor- | ' board, Otto Harbach, that the ‘boys a: 
rowed money. Some pubs estimate | on the:Coast were for the deal’ and H if t | Bob Wachsman, who recently completed biography of tunesmith Harold 
that actual losses plus potential) to put it through at once. On that eiretz Arlen, is now working on one of Jerome Kern. Het Manheim agenting. 
profits during this period might eas-| ‘same day Harbach received similar | fi_ Continued from page 3 a 
ily total $2,000,000 for the industry., sentiments by long distance from ees | Harry Revel is polishing his novel, ‘I Found an Eardrum,’ a tale of the 
Sees ASCAP Abasement + Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammer- | termission, Symphony as_ such’ song-writing business. 
stein, If, both also members of the | lacks originality, and seems to be a}. ea 
Sant week Ltt what the oldest | |ASCAP board. Kern also spoke | composite of many familiar themes | _ 
rectors erent Anse HEC | om Holo to Max refs, [by other. composer | SPA WOULD JOIN ALA: 
ic an ramatie peri S- srn’s partner in T. << - 
tory of ASCAP. When the ASCAP | boardman and Kern’s partner Other performances of the week | ‘For et Past’ , 
B. Harms. included Lily Pons and’ Andre Kos- ’ 
board had passed its final vote on | 9 -awi ECTION 
the NBC deal, tempers and nerves | Fear of Hollywood wom nagg BA gered ot, egg te 4 mum, Continued from page 4) — 
had been so direly frayed that MO} Only one at Friday's (1) board cr A oem geags eir waited ‘eaith-6uk tt the wetetinttens pecans 
one showed signs of being gratified | | meeting which gave final ratification | P nb a - Dagger a t pens the feeling that it (ASCAP) Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
that the end of the battle with radio | to the -NBC deal who voted in the e = ay ( Oe a wir 'had yielded to a bad deal for the Irving Caesar confirmed reports 
was near. Out of the heated board-| negative was Herman Starr, head of , 2nd Friday (1) a crowd of 1,500 pai Society there had not been the/the Songwriters Protective Ass'n 
room sessions had come but one res-| the Warner Bros. publishing inter- $650 to hear Wagner and resounes. | slightest doubt of the early state- el 
ignation, that of Edgar Leslie. It) ests) Starr argued that if the So-| Saturday (2) with Ania Dorfmann | ent of Mark Woods, NBC v.p., that would make overtures for member- 
was during the Thursday (31) meet- | ciety would hold out a while longer | a8 Pianist soloist in the Mendelssohn | eck shige ws in vetting (ship in the Authors League of 
; g : REeh adelecions drow 08 | the network was sincere in getting 
ing that Leslie bitterly attacked the | jt would be able to get from NBC ea Art eager yt oe con. | the matter cleaned up as soon as} America for its projected Motion 
" » . 7 x ‘ . - ay “ ‘ Ss “ogrTs - . + 9: ' 
terms that were to be offered | and Columbia the same terms ob- ¥ in tne = oth bin stall: | possible, providing the terms were Picture Section, thereby aligning 
ASCAP and the next day, Friday,| tained from Mutual. He said that| tained the same composer's Italian reasonable. 


Screen Writers Guild and 


|} sewing up studio composing jobs for 
its members. 

Main idea would be to set a mini- 
mum for straight song deals to keep 


| 


rout, what Caesar prefers to call, 
‘lyric-writing sharecroppers' and 
tune-writing oakies.” He said for 


license and | 


| 


ing industry might go over $4,000,000 | 


ASCAP 1940 drew 

from the industry and 
radio so far this year is 
over the 1940 level, 


a year. in 
business in 
around 15% 


nye 


| 


| Life’ 


Hetha Glaz at Berkshire | 


Hetha Glaz, contralto, has been 
as soloist 
Symphony at the Berkshire Festival 
on Aug. 14. The contralto will also 
appt 
in Ovc.ober in 
with John Charles Thomas. 

Both operas will be sung in Eng- 


lish. 





with the Boston | 


protection of established songwriters, 
SPA should help weed out those who 


sell 


songs to studios for as low as $25 


Musie Notes 


Constantin 
from RKO, 
at Columbia. 


Edward Ward 
backgrounds for 


Bakaleinikoff, on loan 
scoring ‘The Men in Her 


doing tunes and 
Hal Roach’s ‘Fiesta.’ 


Harold Arlen checked in at Metro 


| to write tunes for ‘Rio Rita.’ 

Leigh Harline to Miami to com- 
pose background music and score 
for ‘Mr. Bugs Goes to Town’ at the 


with the St. Louis Opera Co. ! 
‘Martha’ and ‘Falstaff?’ | 


Fleischer 


Sydney 
induction 
himself 


got 


studio. 

scheduled for 
last week, but 
until January. 


Mills was 
into Army 
deferred 





NBC- CBS Plugs 


Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s Neu 
the week beginning July 28 


lets covers 


(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., 


(Monday) 
and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 


> York out- 


and ending Aug. 3 


nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 


to Coast members the SPA plan for | 
Mon- | 


| Green 


of New York. 


TITLE 
Eyes 


| Til eee eR ae En i ee eae 
Daddy 
You and I 


day (4) night. Understood a similar 
; autonomous action was also prof- 
fered to popular writers and stand- 
|ard writers. Local songwriters, em- 
| ployed in picture studios, would 
| also have own setup, preferably a | 


section of SPA rather 
as originally proposed. 


than a Guild 
Committee, 


> | name >por , sal j | ‘ 
|hamed to report on propo al in two | South of North Carolina. 


weeks, comprises Jay Gorney, chair- 
man; Ira Gershwin, Yip Abel 
Johnny Mercer, Lew Pollock, Harry 
Warren, Hoagy Carmichael, Leo 


Robin and L. Wolfe Gilbert, ex-of- 
ficio member. 
Move to autonomize film studio 


writers is expected to bring into 
SPA fold 10% of the Coast writers 
not now members, many of whom 
withdrew during the synchronization 
fight. Shulman returned to New 
York Tuesday, but Caesar sticking 
around to cast a show he'll do on 
Broadway. 








Will Bradley, down for stretch at 
Sherman hotel, Chicago, opening 
Sept. 26. He has taken on Benny 
West, and Tommy D. Carlo, trum- 
pets, in rebuilt section and is to re- 





place one more. 


I Went Out of My Way. 

Things I Love seats 4 
It’s So Peaceful in the Country. 
Maria Elena. 


Until Tomorrow 


Hut Sut Song.. 
Yours 


Booglie Wooslie Piggy. ‘ 
Nighty Night 
Amapola 


eeeee 


Ev aecoibilanl Aoshi ge || re 
Let Me Off Uptown . 
There'll Be Changes Made ...... 
You Talk Too Much ........ 
We Go Well Together ....... 
Yes, Indeed 





*Filmusical excerpt. 


Ceeeeee eee eeeseeeeesees 


SRESCSOFCHOCFOCEC RE SHSCH OH OEE HSO CES 


BALLER eee ee ee Se ee. ee ae 2 ee 2 
EEL EREUP eee E Ee LeeLee ere PT as ee 2S 


STESCSCHC CC HOT FESR HORSESHCHEC OCHS EO SESE OCRES 


Ce 


Ce 


ee ee ee 


Sevres ersereeeesreves 


Ce 


CoP eee eee eee eres 


PUB- 

LISHER TOTAL 
.. Southern oe 45 
..Melody Lane . 44 
.Republie 37 

WHORE 40ssa0000 BO 
0 Pere 30 
Roe) ee 30 
(OOMOOE -cctevecsss 
MOTE: 260 ctece 28 

Pere ol: ree 
(¢RPOUDEG 6 écesces 27 
A eer ree 26 

Southern cian ae 

Bee ee Schumann ,. oa 

BEGTES 4.iccis eae ee 

Campbell . soe ae 

oT eerrrrre ee oe 

; eee || 
bs Siena PEER Orr ef 

DRUSUOL 4 aeraevese00 

Beacon ....00. eee ae 

DERERE ésccsircces 

oe Rr ee. 

BE ececkswennton Se 

POOONET saiicvccs 22 

re Tee a 

WEEE ciaseclkeace 22 

Southern ......+. 11 

eee . 10 

IT 460-6000. 20 

PE cas caeeis 10 
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~ Podell’s Role and Counsel in Pact 





David L. Podell, the lawyer whom ASCAP had originally retained to 
start anti-trust proceedings against NBC, CBS and the National Asso- 


ciation of Broadcasters, 


consummation of a licensing deal with NBC. 


played an important part last week in the 


It was Podell who first 


urged the ASCAP board not to grant NBC any exemption from ob- 
ligation for fees on programs fed into Florida and Nebraska, where 
ASCAP had been outlawed, and who later devised a compromise that 


proved acceptable to the network. 


At the height of the discussions about meeting NBC on the fees it 
offered, Podell told the ASCAP board that he was confident that if a 
triple damage action were started against the two older webs ASCAP 


would win up to the highest court. 


But at the same time, Podell said, 


he wanted to be sure that the music industry was determined to see 
the thing through. The fight would have to take from nine to 12 


months, and perhaps longer, 


and, emphasized Podell, 


the ASCAP 


publishers should be certain that they could stand the financial bur- 


den that such waiting would entail. 


As for the compromise deal (254% on network business and 24% on 
local station billings) that some of the publishers were urging, it was, 
stated Podell, a sound one, considering what the industry has had to go 
through the past seven months and what it would have to go through, 
if it elected to go on fighting. As a lawyer Podell could advise his 
client (ASCAP) that it had a strong case, if it wanted to go into the 


courts. 


As a businessman Podell was of the belief that ASCAP mem- 


bers had more to gain by making as best a peace as possible and 
taking up the threads of their individual enterprises where they left 
off when the radio war broke in December. 

Podell is still of the opinion not to settle with CBS but proceed 
against that network on conspiracy, etc. 














Fascist Spain Dissolves Music 


Performance Societies a la ASCAP 


+ 





Madrid, July 22. 

The Spanish equivalent of ASCAP 
and its affiliates were dissolved by 
decree and a new organization set 
up to represent the interests of au- 
thors and musicians in Spain and 
abroad. 

The organizations dissolved are the 
Sociedad Autores Dramaticos de 
Espana and affiliates Sociedad de 
Autores de Variedades, La Sociedad 
Espanola del Derecho Ejecucion 
la Sociedad Espanola de Autores 
Liricos, La Sodiedad Aspanola del 
Derecho Reprudiccion and La So- 





ciedad de Autores Cinematograficos. 

The new group is called La So- 
diedad General Autores de Espana. 
This will be the only entity in Spain | 
henceforth representing the interests | 
and rights of the authors ‘in Spain 
and abroad. 


LARRY SPIER 





| Calling You, 


TO CHAPPELL 


| Accompanying the letter of revoca- 





Larry Spier has folded his 
office and moved in with Chappell & | 
Co. but will continue operation of 
Spier, Inc, from the new headquar- 
ters. For the past three years Spier 
has been in the publishing busi- 
ness, using Helf & Hager, Mc- 
Kinley Music Co. and Frank K. Root 
& Co. catalog as the nucleus of his 
operations. 

Spier disposed of his office furni- 
ture to Ralph Peer. Before becom- 
ing a publisher Spier had for some 
years worked for Max Dreyfus, who 
operates Chappell. 

Spier’s economy keynotes but. a 
portion of what the ASCAP-radio 
‘war’ did to publishers and writers 
with limited resources. 





DES! HALBAN ON NBC 


Daughter of Seles este to Be Heard 
With ney 

Desi Salben, ‘feele 

daughter of Selma Kurtz, Austrian 

opera singer, has been signed by 

NBC to appear Aug. 10 with Leo- 
pold Spitalny’s orchestra. 
Program is sustaining. 


soprano and 





BERLIN, INC.’S SUIT 
irving Berlin, Inc., filed suit Friday 
(1) against Jimmy’s Cafe Savini, 
Inc., operators of the Cafe O’Oree, 
East 49th St., N. Y., charging the 
defendant with playing two of Ber- 


lin’s songs without permission. An 
injunction and $250 damages for 
each playing is asked. 

Suit, which was filed in N. Y. fed- 


eral court, claims that on April 8, 


1941, the defendant played ‘Blue 
Skies’ and ‘Easter Parade’ without | 
permission. 





Eugenia Buxton, pianist, has been 
booked as guest artist at the Sigma 
Alpha Iota sorority concert in Los 
Angeles on Aug. 10. 


| 
own 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| manager 


| Co., 








Folio Cost Up 





Several of the major pop pub- 
lishers have notified jobbers and 
retailers that because of an in- 
crease in the cost of paper they 
have been compelled to up the 
price of folios from two to five 
cents. 

Same sources disclosed that 
there was no intention to raise 
the price on sheet music and 
that the tilt on folios had been 
largely prompted by the fact 
that this type of publication re- 
quires so much more paper. 


GARDNER HEIRS REJECT | 
RENEWAL WITH FISHER |< 


Heirs of the late William H. Gard- | 
ner, who wrote ‘Can’t You Hear Me 
Caroline?’, have ad- 
vised the Fred Fisher Music Co. that 
have decided to the 














they rescind 


contract on the renewal of copyright | 


for that tune 


tion was a check for $300 which the 


Gardner heirs had received as 
advance on the renewal rights. 


found that Fisher made false repre- 
sentations when he sought to obtain 
the rights and that the granting of 
the renewal had been induced 
these representations. 

Fisher obtained the assignment in 
May, 1938. 
not become effective for seven 
months. Letter of revocation was 
signatured by Ruth Gardner, of Bos- 
ton, and her two brothers, Edwin 


|and Donald H. Gardner, all children 


of the song’s author. The heirs have 
now assigned the renewal rights to 
M. Witmark & Sons, the song's 
original paren. 


Jonie Taps to Coast 


professional 
Bernstein & 
another 
for 


Jonie Taps, poee 
of Shapiro, 
leaves next week for 
visit to Hollywood to. scout 
filmusical scores. 
Coast three weeks ago. 

His firm is turning to the picture 
market for material. 
songs from Britain, upon which it 
had depended much in recent years, 
has practically stopped. Jimmy 
Kennedy, from whom 
tained quite a few hits, 
ing with the R.A.F. 


is now serv- 





Frank Kelton and Irv Romm part- 
nered in a new music pub firm, their 
first, ‘My Foolish Heart and I,’ by 

Harold Barlow, author of “The Things 
I Love.’ BMI licensed. 





Harry Warren, who has been in| 
ill health on the coast, temporarily | 
replaced with collaborator Mack | 
Gordon, by Harry Owens. 





which Fisher held. | 


an | 


by | 


The renewal rights do | 


Taps was on the | 


The flow of | 


it had ob- | 


ST FFOF FPP S+Foooseosesoesoee . 


ASCAP Worries 


4444444444464. 

The threat of state-by-state legis- 
lation against ASCAP, akin to the 
Florida and Nebraska statutes, is a 
rankling annoyance to the Society, 
and in view of the ‘rebate’ proviso 
in the NBC contract it will always be 
a bother. 

Many ASCAPERS don’t fancy be- 
ing tied down for nine more years 
under a pact with the broadcasters 
which may be fraught with increas- 
ing non-unpredictable financial 
stymies. 

It’s sure that ‘the jam will be 
spread thin’ among writers and pub- 
lishers. 


Some music men now question the 
former value of getting back on the 
air under new conditions. Many 
firms, BMI license, are not prone 
to be eased off the air lanes, ASCAP 
isn’t minimizing the continued effect 
of such new competition. 

One more worry, what if the cab- 
arets and hotels, for example, de- 
cide to again buck ASCAP now that 
radio seemingly was successful? The 
picture theatres are eliminated for 
the nonce since they are more or 
less tied in with ASCAP publishers 
and may be considered pro-Society. 


INDICT 9 IN NY. 
SONG SHEET 
RACKET 








An indictment charging two print- 

a wholesale distributor and 

| si x wane with violating the Fed- 
| eral copyright laws in printing and 
| selling song sheets, was handed up 
| by a Grand Jry Friday (1), to Judge 
Harry E. Watkins in N. Y. Federal 
Defendants are charged in 
counts with misdemeanors, 
liable for fines of $106- 








| court. 

er 

| nine 
which are 


Let- | 
ter stated that the heirs had recently | 





| $1,000, and one one count of con- 
| spiracy, carrying a possibility of two 
years in prison and a fine of $10,000. 
The indictment covers the songs 
‘Don't Cry. Cherie,” ‘The Pen of | 
Stephen Foster, ‘When You Dance 
With An Old Sweetheart, ‘Simpa- 
| tica.”” ‘Amarillo, ‘The Last Time I 


‘A Moment in Sorrento,’ 
hts of Home.’ 

Men indicted, on charges and evi- 
| dence secured by assistant U. S. at- 
|torney John Hilly. were Fernando 
Costa and Alexander Aliana, print- 


Saw Paris,’ 


| ‘Beneath the Lig 


|ers; Thomas Bruce, wholesale dis- 
| tributor; Ciro Salerno, Matthew S. 
| Peters, Frank Kane, George Dacyen- 
| ski, Walter Kynsky and Benjamin 
Miller. Tne alleged ringleader has 
| still not been taken into custody. He 
| is known as John Doe, alias Sammy, 
alias Flash 


Coast Station Signs Per 
| Use Deal With ASCAP 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 

One-year deal calling for per use 
| payment of 10% after agency com- 
| mission has been signed by Calvin 
Smith, manager of KFAC, with 
American Society of Composers, 
| Authors & Publishers. Arrangement 
allows for switch to blanket pay- 
ment plan. Indie station has al- 
|ready lined up two local accounts 
jon the strength of its ASCAP tieup. 

Smith has been unable to strike a 





bargain 
has relied solely on public domain 
} tunes since first of the year. 
WFIL Okays ASCAP Deal 
Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 





NBC CAREFULLY RESPECTS AFFILIATES’ 
RIGHTS ON ASCAP PACT RATIFICATION 


Wants No Anti-Web Politics at Next Convention— 
Nine-Year Deal Set Goes Thru as Podell Works 
Out F lorida-Nebraska F ormula—Arbitration i in’49 


NBC had by yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) received ap- 
proval of the ASCAP-network 
contract from over 50 stations. 
This was in response te a tele- 
gram about the deal that NBC 
had sent out over the weekend. 

Network officials were of the 
Opinion yesterday that it will 
take until Aug. 15 before they 
resume broadcasting ASCAP mu- 
sic, but there was still the pos- 
sibility, it was added, that the 
volume of favorable’ returns 
might be of such proportions 
that it might be decided to put 
on ASCAP material a day or two 
before the 15th. Copies of the 
NBC contracts with explana- 
tory letters are due to go out to 
the affiliates the first thing this 
morning (Wednesday). 

High NBC officials let it be known 
yesterday (Tuesday) that the net- 
work will not do anything that 
might be construed as seeking to 
rush the NBC affiliated stations in- 
to ratifying the licensing agreement 
it has made with the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Before resuming ASCAP 
music on its network facilities NBC 
wants to get overwhelming approval 
of the terms from the affiliates and 
it figures that this will happen with- 
in the next 10 days. Indications are 
that ASCAP will refrain from offér- 
ing CBS the same terms as contained 
in the NBC agreement until the 
latter has been put into actual effect. 

NBC intends to mail] to each af- 
filiated station today (Wednesday) 
copies of both the network contract 
and the NBC managed and operated 
stations contract, whose terms are 
likewise available to al] stations as- 
sociated with the network. When 
NBC received ASCAP’s counter 
proposition of 234% on network busi- 
ness and 2%% on jocal station busi- 
ness it consulted 22 of its leading 
affiliates and from 21 of them got the 
nod. Despite this strongly favorable 
sample NBC feels that the affiliates 
in general should be given ample 
opportunity to study the terms so 
that at the next 





worked over the past weekend to 


put the terms of the two agreements 
into contract form. The network 
document was completed Saturday 
(2) but the final and/or wasn’t put 
to the local station covenant until 
Monday (4). Bob Myers, of NBC's 
legal staff, did most of the legal 
phrase juggling for the network, 
while David Podell and Herman 
Finkelstein performed the like duties 
for ASCAP. 
Per Program Alternative 
As required under ASCAP’s con- 


le 
| sent decree with the Goveriment the 
| network and local stations contracts 








convention of the | 


National Association of Broadcasters | 


recalcitrants will not cause to charge 


each include a per program plan 
as an alternative selection by the 
stations. As for NBC itself the 


plans for both hookup programs and 
M. & QO. outlets will be strictly 
blanket, or a flat percentage on 
billings. As soon as the NBC agree- 
ments have been ratified by the af- 
filiate stations ASCAP will offer 
Mutual the right to convert its con- 
tract from the one it signatured in 
May to the one accepted by NBC. 
Mutual has been paying 3% on net- 
work business. It was suggested 
Monday (4) by Mutual that the con- 
tract it holds with ASCAP contains 
a clause which gives it the privilege 
of not only getting whatever better 
terms given later to another network 
but of retaining whatever terms it 
wishes that are contained in the 
original contract. 

Impasse between ASCAP and NBC 
over the Nebraska-Florida angle 
was broken Friday (1) when Podell 
submitted a compromise under 
which NBC would pay the fees on 
programs fed to stations in states 


| where ASCAP is outlawed and then, 


if failing to collect these stations’ 
share after a reasonable period, the 
network could ask ASCAP for a re- 
fund. This solution wag readily ac- 
cepted by NBC. 
Arbitration in 1949 

One condition which NBC got that 
ASCAP had adamantly refused 
Mutual concerned the arbitration of 
price terms after the present agree- 


ment running until Dec. 31, 1949, 
had expired. As the agreement 
| Stands it can be extended auto- 
maticaliy for any period not over 


| nine years and if NBC refuses to pay 


an increase in fees the matter must 


be submitted for arbitration. In 
|return for this concession NBC 
| dropped demands for the right to 
arrange, that ASCAP grant it a tele- 
vision license and that it be per- 
mitted to make records for files or 


| of mechanical 
| ever agreed that frequency 


that the stations had been high- | 
pressured into approving the dea! or 
that they had been sold down the 
river by the network. 
Discs as Leverage 

ASCAP doesn't anticipate happy | 
Sailing when it comes to bringing 
local stations back into the fold. The 
Society realizes that the antagonism 
among hundreds of local broad- 
casters is still deep and that it may 
be several months before the vast | 
majority of them will be back to 


paying ASCAP fees. The 


instrument | 


which ASCAP pub lishers figure will | 
serve to expedite the signing of ijocal 


station contracts is phonograph | 
records. With their tunes back on 
the network the ASCAP pubs fore- 
see the phonograph record com- 
panies opening their repertoires 
widely to ASCAP tunes and since | 
most stations make use of records at 
| some time of the day or night they 
will find it expedient to take out an 
ASCAP license 

Counsel for NBC and ASCAP 


with Broadcast Music and | 


WFIL, Philly NBC-Blue outlet, on | 


| Saturday 
NBC-ASCAP contract, 


(2) approved the pending | 
making the | 


first network affiliate in the city to | 


|come to terms with ASCAP. 


delayed broadcasts without payment 
fees. It was how- 
modula- 
tion and _ international shortwave 
programs will be subject to the same 
terms as A-M broadcasts. 

NBC will pay a flat fee of $200 for 
each M & O stations and affiliated 
| outlets to cover network sustaining 
and public service programs, while 
the fee for local sustaining programs 
will be 12 times a station’s half-hour 
rate, if the net receipts are over 
$150,000 a year and 12 times the 


quarter-hour rate if a station’s net 
receipts are between $50,000 and 
$150,000. Stations doing less than 
$50,000 will pay an annual fee of 


$12 for their sustaining license. 














New York. 


1619 Broadway, N. Y. 





The Official Song of “Bundles for Britain” 
* CLEARED FOR ALL NETWORKS ° 


through “Bundles for Britain, Inc.” 


THE “‘V”’ SONG 


— (“V” FOR VICTORY) 
Hear the INK SPOTS stop the show at the Paramount, New 
York. Hear and see it magnificently produced at the Roxy, 


Write—Wire—Phone—Copies and Orchestrations Ready 
We Also Publish 


THERE’LL ALWAYS BE AN ENGLAND 
WE'LL MEET AGAIN 


DASH. ( “ONNELLY, Ine. 


Tel.: Cl &-7940 
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Monte Proser Puts N.Y. Beachcomber 


In Bkptcy.; Owes 


Monte Proser, who parlayed a 
zombie into a national 


had to throw his Beachcombers Res- 


institution, | 


| 
| 


taurant, Inc., in the Winter Garden 


Theatre Bldg., New York, into vol- 
untary baiukruptcy last week. Cor- 


| Operation 


poration, which ‘had a million part- | 
ners,’ in show biz argot, lists $47,319 , 


in debts and $37,636 in assets. Latter 
includes $24,858 for fixtures; $10,000 
in insurance; $1,493 in cash, and $500 
stock in trade. 

On July 1, when Proser, managing 
director, had to drop the Beach- 
combertag by court order, as result 


of ‘Don the Beachcomber of Holly- | 


wood’ suing for unfair trade com- 

petition, he planned to call it The 

Zombie. 
However, meantime 


Proser was 


‘Mols. Niteries, Which 


beset by a flock of headaches at- | 


tendant to his shortlived Dancing 
Carnival at Madison Sq. Garden, 
which lost his syndicate over $100, 
000 and cost him $20,000 personally. 
This included life insurance, his 
equity in the Beachcomber and the 
more successful Copacabana niteries, 
etc. The Copa cleared some $60,000 
net this year, its first of operation, 
which means that it was one of the 
more successful N.Y. class bistros, 
more than paying off for itself 100%. 
It reopens in the fall. 

The Beachcomber had Walter 
Batchelor, Harry Kaufman, the 
Shubert’s attorney, Jack Goddard, 
et al. holding ‘pieces.’ Proser started 
Beachcombers in Providence, Boston, 
Miami Beach, etc., but the Broadway 
opinion is that he was paid off in 
billing. Proser’s name value was 
good and it was utilized to fullest 
extent by his silent partners, who, 
however, somehow collected a net 
gain weekly, while easy - going 
Proser, a former p.a., didn’t bother 
too much about sordid financial de- 
tails; or so it seemed. Anyway, his 
press-agentry goodwill stood all his 
ventures in very good stead. 


The Miami Beachcomber was a 
notable success, but Ben Gaines. 
owner of the Dempsey-Vanderbil' 


hotel in Miami Beach, who was his 
chief partner,,seemed to realize most; 
ditto. Batchelor and Goddard. 

The Garden hoofery fiasco cost 
him almost his entire personal for- 
tune. However, Proser is currently 
partnered with Julie Podell in the 
Piping Rock, Saratoga, for the 
August racing season. Podell also is 
the backer of the Copacabana, N.Y. 


Among the Beachcomber’s liabili- | 


ties is $10,538 owed to 20 employees 
and for taxes. Theatrical creditors 
are E. Chavez and orchestra, $561; 
Nick D’Amico orch, $374; Carmen 
D’Antonia, $297; Toy and Wing, $133; 
Monte Proser, $1,300; J. M. Goddard, 
$1,300; Walter Batchelor, $1.300; 
ASCAP, $375; La Farge Studios 
$2,468; Robert Gordon, $2,500, and 
the Trebufs Realty Co., $13,635, on 
a lease. 
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Monte Carlo Beach Will 
Be Year-Round Operation 


Fefe Ferry and Gene Cavallero 
will continue the Monte Carlo Beach 
jointly with the winter 
Monte Carlo room, which is next 
door, and they will be connected for | 
overflow crowds. It’s akin to the | 
Stork Club’s Cub room annex. 

Ted Straeter, currently at Arrow- 
head Inn, Saratoga, returns in the 
fall, and John Kirby, current at the 
Beach, has been signed for a year| 
as the co-band. 





P>id Teams as Low As 


$12, Signing With AGVA 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

While a strike notice against it 
was pending and hearings had been 
started before the state labor con- 
ciliator, the Happy Hour, one of the 
city’s leading night clubs, signed up 
with AGVA, agreeing to pay floor 
show performers a minimum of $35 
a week. The Minnesota Terrace and 
Curly’s, two other large niteries, had 
been signed up previously. 

Ted Brown Alch, local American 
Guild of Variety Artists’ executive 
secretary, has served strike notices 
on another pair of night clubs, De- 
laney’s and the Anglesey, in his 
campaign to whip the entire town 
into line. 

Before the AGVA drive, perform- 
ers in floor shows here were receiv- 
ing as little as $2 a night and $12 
a week was not an uncommon sti- 
pend for dance teams. 


ADAMS IN NEWARK 
RESUMING LAST HALVES 


Adams, Newark, will again operate 
as a three-day, weekend vaude spot 
the coming season, reopening Aug. 
29. Name bands will dominate the 
stage layouts. 

As last year, Eddie Sherman’s of- 
fice will do the booking. 


‘Ice-Capades’ Set 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 

‘Ice Capades,’ at the City Auditor- 
ium, holds over until Sept. 1, when 
it is due to switch to St. Paul for 18 
days starting Sept. 4. 

Show also is booked to open the 
new ice arena in Dallas and remain 
over for the Texas Fair, closing Oct. 
22. It goes to the Coast next June. 
John H. Harris is prez thereof. 
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COPS PINCH MAN POSING 
| AS AN AGVA OFFICIAL 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 
| Pending further investigation, 


| Clifton Williams, alias Jerry Barton, 
| alias Goeffrey Lloyd, is being held 
iby Chi police on charges of repre- 
senting himself an official of Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists. 
Williams was apprehended when 
an entertainer, Ruth Berger, not a 
member of AGVA, reported that he 
had taken $7 from her on a promise 
of obtaining employment for her, 


; and promising, in addition, to get her 


a membership card in AGVA. Miss 
Berger further asserts that Wil- 
liams told her he was a representa- 
tive of the union and could make all 
financial arrangements necessary 
with AGVA. 

Jack Irving, local head of AGVA, 
testified that Williams was in no way 
connected with the union and was 
unknown to him, but is making an 
investigation to discover whether 
Williams, under this name or an 
alias, has been responsible for any 
similar actions in other cities. 

Williams was arrested in 
Palmer House here. 


Defense Coin Adds 
To Milw. Cafe Boom 


Milwaukee, Aug. 5. 


Night life in this conservative 
bailiwick is undergoing a distinct 
change due to booming defense in- 
dustries. Whereas Friday night all 
during the depression years was the 
big outing occasion of the week and 
Friday night fish frys became an in- 
stitution, the fact that all the boys 
not in the army or navy are work- 
ing Saturdays has swung the pedu- 
lum back to Saturday nights as the 
one time during the week when the 
town turns out for a fling. 

Night clubs are sold out, one has 
to fight his way up to tavern bars, 
the crowds have money to spend and 
a fish fry no longer has to be used 
as a lure for patrons who have put 
the five-day week behind them: 
weeks now are six days plus over- 
time. Too, more entertainers than 
ever before are being hired to 
amuse the spenders. 


the 











Cite Pitt Boogie Woogie 
Club for ‘Lewd Shows’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Boogie Woogie Nut Club here, 
owned by Harry (Boogie Woogie) 
Sherman, entertainer, and Sonny 
Miller, former newspaper circula- 
tion man, was cited before the 
Liquor Control Board last week for 
presenting ‘lewd, immoral and im- 
proper’ shows. One liquor control 
agent said he went back. a second 
time to get the point of some jokes 
he didn’t get his first visit. 

Another agent testified Miller was 
downright nasty to him when he at- 
tempted to photograph cartoons 
adorning the walls of the club. Mil- 
ler told the board the pictures were 
copied from magazines of national 
circulation. But that made no dif- 
ference to the agents, who described 
them as ‘lewd and obscene.’ 

Now it’s up to Examiner A. W. 
Mcllvaine to decide what’s humor 
and what isn’t. He hadn’t made up 
his mind over the weekend. 


Showboat Sold 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 


The Cotton Blossom, Ohio and 
Mississippi river showboat, last week 
was purchased at an auction sale by 
the Gold Medal Shows. Purchase 
price was $3,000. Floating playhouse 
was tied up after the filing of claims 
aggregating $1,326.90 against its 
captain, James Bonelli, Covington, 
Ky. 

The river theatres in the midwest 
are gradually becoming extinct, al- 
though the Goldenrod, owned by 
Captain John W. Menke, is still pre- 
senting old-time mellers at the local 
port. 








Duncans H. O. 


San Francisco, Aug. 5. 

The Duncan Sisters, originally 
booked into the Club Lido for four 
weeks, are being held over for two 
extra frames. 

Pair probably will play Reno next, 
with present plans calling for them 
to return to their own nitery in 
L. A. about Sept. 1. 











To Storm Cellars, Men 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 

Brenda and Cobina, femme comics, 
move east tomorrow (Wed.) on a 
stage tour of six cities before return- 
ing to the Coast to resume their jobs 
on the Bob Hope radio show in Sep- 
tember. 

Route includ:s Chicago, Cleveland, 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia 
and one more spot. 


Harry Katz, Chi, 











May Get Lyric 
In Indianapolis: 





Chicago, Aug. 5. ' 

Harry Katz {fs _ dickering with | 
Charles Olsen to take over the lat- 
ter’s Lyric, Indianapolis, veteran 
vaudfilmer. Katz now operates the 


Circle and Indiana, straight-filmers, 
in Indianapolis, as well as the Pal- 
ace theatres in Akron and Youngs- 
town, both occasional vaudfilmers. 

Deal between Katz and Olsen is 
said to be near the point of actual 
signatures to contracts. 

When Katz takes over the Lyric, 
it’s figured Lawrence Golde, of Ed- 
die Sherman’s office in N. Y., will 
do the stage booking. Golde for 
years has been buying the shows for 
the theatres in Akron and Youngs- 
town. 


BOOKING STYMIES FOLD 
SEVERAL U.S.0. UNITS 








Booking difficulties have caused 
closing of several of the USO- 
financed Citizens Committee mobile 


vaude troupes currently touring 
Army camps. Unit A, headed by} 
m.c. Lew Parker, closed Sunday'! 


(3) at Camp Pendleton, Va., and will! 
not be re-established. Unit B, of} 
which Milton Douglas is m.c., closed 
Monday (4) after touring eastern | 
and southern camps, but will reopen 
in about eight days in the north- 
west. 

Unit E, with Don Cummings and 
Stubby Kaye as m.c.s, will wind up 
at the end of this week at Fort! 
Niagara, N. Y. The three other! 
troupes will continue for at least 
several weeks more. 


Painful Prattfals 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 
Luck, all of it bad, 
dog the steps of the Hollywood 


Blondes, roller-skating act. Quartet 
recently lost one of their members, 
Dorothy Yates, when an injury. to 
her spinal column forced her to with- 
draw permanently from turn on doc- 
tor’s orders. As a result, Blondes 
were down to a trio when they 
opened here at Villa Madrid 10 days 
ago. Last week they were down to 
a duet when another of them, Joan 
Reid, sprained her back so severely 
during a trick spin that she had to 
be removed to Allegheny General | 
hospital for treatment. 

In meantime, remaining two have 
been auditioning local gals for re- 
placements, although Miss Reid is ex- 
pected back by end of week. 





continues to 





SUNBROCK WIL 
HAVE TO PUT 
UP BOND 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Appearing before an arbitration 
board and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, Larry Sunbrock, out- 
door promoter, was notified that al! 
back salaries and cash bonds must 
be posted before he can operate in 
Chi again. 

Sunbrock, who has booked his out. 
door show for three days, Aug. 30- 
Sept. 1, in Chi, will be required to 
pay all back salaries due performers, 
and in addition, put up sufficient 
cash to assure payment in full to 
performers on his Chi booking. 








‘Mpls. Mayor Giving 


‘Honest Police Chief’ 
Choice to Continue 





Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Finally interviewed by Mayor 
Marvin Kline for the first time since 
his sudden, unannounced resignation 
and departure from the city nine 
days after he took office and clamped 
on the lid, Police Chief E. B. Hansen, 
recovering from sleeping sickness, 
said that illness prompted his action. 
With two newspaper reporters pres- 
ent, he denied that the local under- 
world had forced him to clear out, 
or that the mayor had used any 
pressure on him following his dec- 
laration that the lid was on to stay. 

Hansen’s wife, who left Minne- 
apolis with him, said that her hus- 


| band apparently was in good health 


when they departed. Fellow police 
officers also assert he gave no in- 
dication of being ill. However, Han- 
sen, from his sickbed insisted to the 
mayor he didn’t remember resigning 
or running away. The police chief 
was located in the Duluth hospital 
two days after his abrupt departure. 

After the interview, Mayor Kline, 
who had appointed Hansen from out- 
side the department ostensibly with 
instructions to ‘clean out all the 
rackets,’ asserted ‘Hansen will con- 


|tinue as chief if his health permits.’ 
|The sick chief himself said that he'd 
|like nothing better’ than to show the 


mayor ‘the job can be done’ provid- 
ing he gets well enough. 

If the underworld did have any- 
thing to do with the Hansen run- 
out—and few here in the know be- 


lieve any such thing—it pulled a 
|faux pax. The result has been news- 
paper demands for a showdown, a 


grand jury investigation and an air- 


| tight lid, with the mayor and police 
| very 


much on the spot. All-night 
unlicensed liquor and gambling spots 
and resorts are closed, and ‘14’ dice 
and other gamblirig games are taboo 
in night clubs and taverns. Even 
horserace bookies are lying low. 


NTG’s Wrong Pop-Off 


Los Angeles, Aug. 5 
‘Funzapoppin’ sounds too much 
like ‘Hellzapoppin’ to be a mere co- 
incidence, in the opinion of Judge 

Emmett Wilson in Superior court 
Nils T. Granlund, producer of the 
‘Funzapoppin’ floor-show at Floren- 
tine Gardens, was enjoined from fur- 
ther use of the title, following a suit 








iby Olsen and Johnson. 
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Gov. Signs Bill Forcing Licenses 
On All Agents Doing Biz in Pennsy 





Philadelphia, Aug. 5. 


(31) signed the Employment Agency 


Bill, enacting into law the most far- | 


reaching measure affecting show 


business ever passed in Pennsyl- 
vania. The law becomes effective 


September 1. 

Under the act no unlicensed agent 
can book acts anywhere in the State, 
and to get a license an agent must 
have an office here. This is aimed 
at the big New York offices (MCA, 
William Morris, etc.) and was writ- 
ten into the law at the behest of 
local bookers. 

Evils to be curbed by the law—if 
it is enforced to the letter—include: 
commission-chiselling; stranding of 
acts; booking into spots with bad 
reputations; forcing entertainers to 
‘mix’ with customers: splitting of 
commissions with spot owners. The 
act provides for fines ranging from 
$25 to $i,000 for various infringe- 
ments and imprisonments up to one 
year. 

The enforcement staff in the State 
will probably be augmented, since 
the law provides that records of 
bookers must be examined three 
times a month, and books audited at 
least once a year. 


Bob DuPont, Johnny Barnes. 


Among Yankee Vaude Turns 


Booked in South America 


Hal Sands, New York agent, has 
booked a flock of acts for South 
America. 


Bob DuPont, who sailed July 18, 
opened Aug. 1 at the Atlantico, Rio 
de Janeiro, for six weeks; Carol & 
Sherod sailed Aug. 1 to open Aug. 16 


at the Casino Vincente, Santos, 
Brazil, for four weeks, and thence 
to the Atlantico for six weeks; 
Johnny Barnes, hoofer, likewise 


sailed Aug. 1, but he opens Aug. 15° 


at the Atlantico for six weeks, while 
Ethel Smith, who sailed on the same 
boat, opens Aug. 15 at Copacabana 
Casino for a 16-week run, 
option for an additional six months. 

She’s the first U.S. organist booked 
into S. A. 


CHI AGVA LOCAL PLANS 


ANNUAL CHARITY. BALL 


Chieago, Aug. 5 
Local branch of American Guild 
of Variety Artists is making plans 


for its first annual charity ball to 
be held sometime between Sept. 15 
and Oct. 1. 

Purpose of the ball will be to raise 
money for a welfare and all 
theatre circuits, indie theatres, 
agents and bookers 
licited for full cooperation. 


Disgusted’ at Quality Of 


fund, 


are being so- 


Acts, So Sets ‘Drunkard’ 


Aug. 5. 
Disgusted with the guality of cur- 
rent Hathaway is 


Cleveland, 


nitery acts, Jerry 


yanking floor shows out of his Regal | 


Club and Barnumizing it with a 
song-and-dance version of 


*Drunkard.’ 


For the last five months Hathaway | 


had been toying with the idea but 
couldn't find any tent-show troupes 
in these parts. ‘Doc’ Frederic Mer- 


rill, whom he finally signatured last 
week for a three-month contract 
with options, will produce the old- 
time temperance melodrama in the 
theatre-casino Aug. 8. 


Al Borde to N. Y. 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Al Borde, one of the top unit pro- 
ducers in the middle west, is open- 
ing a production office in New York 
City about Sept. 1. 

Borde plans to maintain his Chi 
booking office, from which he han- 
dles such spots as the Colony and 
Hi-Hat clubs, and is looking about 





for a local office manager. An assist- | 


will re- 
pacity. 


ant booker, Johnny King, 
main in his present ca 


an x 


with an | 


the | 


_Gayety, Akron, Reopens 


Governor Arthur H. James Friday | 


| Friday With Vaudfilm 


Akron, Aug. 5. 


' day 


" wave, 


Vaude Respite 


Milwaukee, Aug. 5. 
Unable to obtain attractions strong 
enough to buck the midsummer heat 
the Riverside theatre, only 
vaude house in town, closed Thurs- 
(31) for the first time in the 


| eight years it has been operated by 


Gayety, revamped with stage and! 


dressing rooms, opens in downtown 
Akron Friday (8) with a combina- 
tion policy. 
years in burlesque is behind the ven- 
ture, and plans stock company var- 
iety shows but says the policy will 
not be out-and-out burly. Four 
shows a day plus Saturday midnight 
performance, 


WB HOLDING 





Warren Irons, for many | 


Milw. Riverside 


PITT VAUDE 


|for an indefinite period, due to in- 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Usual summer suspension of vaude 
won't take place this year at Stan- 
ley, WB deluxer. House has been 
rolling again lately with vaudfilm 
policy after couple of years of in- 
and-out biz and Harry Kalmine, 
Warner zone manager, doesn’t want 
to take any chances of interrupting 
the momentum. As a result, spot 
has been booked solid through re- 
| mainder of warm weather and will 
| keep on going from there. 





| be followed Friday (8) by Shep 


ability to get attractions. 


Ed. J. Weisfeldt. 


House will be shuttered, however. | 


for only two weeks, being scheduled 
io reopen with Horace Heidt the 
week of Aug. 15. 





Shuts With Rash 


Of Alleged Debts 


Milwaukee, Aug. 5. 
After operating continuously for 
the last eight years, the Riverside 
theatre, only vaudeville house here, 
closed its doors Thursday night (31) 


Coincident 


' with the shuttering, Ed. J. Weisfeldt, 


| 


_the manager, started action in Civil | 
court through his attorney, Robert | 


| 
{ 
| 
| 


Paul Whiteman is current and he'll | 


| Fields, with Alvino Rey’s band and | 


|King Sisters set for week after. 
| Kalmine currently dickering for 
name orch to fill Aug 22 and for 
Labor Day week (29) show will be 
built around Jerry Colonna. 


NO MPLS. BURLESQUE, 
BUT A BREAK FOR PAR 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

As result of the destruction of the 
interior of the Alvin by fire, Min- 
neapolis probably will be without 
burlesque the coming season for the 
first time in a quarter of a century. 
Harry Hirsch and Harry Katz, local 
burlesque impresarios, had planned 
their regular season to open at the 
Alvin Aug. 15, but W. A. Steffes, 
the owner, hasn't decided yet 
whether he'll rebuild and no 
theatre is available. 





other 


ijabout the Alvin after an adjustment 


is made on the fire insurance. The 
!amount of the insurance isn't suffi- 
cient to repair the entire damage 

| Although a blow for Steffes and 
for Hirsch and Katz, who were left 
without a place to go and who had 
|$20,000 worth of stage _ settings, 
|equipments and costumes destroyed 
in the fire and carried only $5,000 
of insurance on the property, the 
blaze was a lucky break for the 


| Paramount circuit. In order to keep 
| competing pictures out of the thea- 
tre, Par was leasing the theatre from 
Steffes at $14,000 a year and then 
sub-letting it back to him for $7,000 
per annum. The $80,000 fire, caused 
by defective wiring, 
| cancelled the leases. 


automatically 


Rochester Minus Stabile, 
Gracie Barrie in N. Y. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Because Dick Stabile and 
Barrie both 
| State recently, although separately 


Gracie 
played rival Loew’s 


A. Hess, to obtain six weeks’ back 
salary ($1,380 at the rate of $230 per 


week) allegedly due him from the | 


Middle States Corp. and the Water- 
Wisconsin Co., operators of the the- 
atre and owners of the Empire build- 
ing housing it. Funds of the com- 
panies in the Home Savings bank 
were tied up by court order. 

Stagehands, musicians and projec- 
tionists, as well as rest of the house 
help, were all paid off, but musicians 
Local No. 8 is threatening suit for 
the balance of their contract, which 
they claim still has five weeks to run. 
When closing of the house was first 
rumored, it was said it would reopen 
on Aug. 15 with Horace Heidt. Mu- 
sicians union demanded $1,400 on its 
contract 
atre would be closed, so the house 
cancelled the Heidt engagement 
rather than hand over the possible 
profits of it to the 
men. 


Head of the theatre operating com- | 


pany is Charles L. Schwerin, a Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee real estate man 
and reputedly Weisfeldt’s ernployer. 


| Clashes between Schwerin and Weis- 


Steffes says he'll decide his plans | 


feldt became frequent and reached 


their climax the first of the current | 


year when Schwerin insisted upon 
taking over the huge Minnesota the- 
atre in Minneapolis, Minn., 
Weisfeldt’s advice. It was a 
flop and closed after seven weeks of 
staggering losses. 

With the closing of the Riverside, 
there are now six dark theatres in 
downtown Milwaukee—Davidson and 


against 


terrific 


Pabst, legit; Empress, burley; Al- 
hambra and Garden, pictures. Only 
| four houses, all pictures, are current- 


1 


in operation—Fox’s Wisconsin, 


| Palace, Strand and the Warner. 


| Adelaide 


| they won't be in the Fvchester unit 
{when it opens two-week stay at 
Strand theatre, N.Y., Aug. 15. Clyde 


Lucas’ orch will sub for Stabile out- 
fit, with latter 
show when it resumes 
Strand engagement. 
Won't be a layoff for 

| however, since he has a 
booked at Coney Island, Cincinnati, 
and other week of one-nighters 
i Both he and his wife. Miss Barrie. 
| have been set for a joint appearance 
at Strand in October. 


tour after 


Stabile 








Ben Yost’s Units 


rector, is readying several vaude 
units for theatre, club and conven- 
tion dates, etc. First will be built 
around Wini Shaw. 

t’s Yost’s first try as a producer. 


rejoining Rochester | 


week | 


Ben Yost, choral arranger and di- | 





LOEW'S BOLSTERS LIGHT 
PIX WITH VAUDE NAMES 


Washington, Aug. 5. 
Loew's Capitol theatre here is going 
in heavily for vaudeville names both 


to offset the seasonal slump and to | 


bolster light films until new season 


brings 


along the top picture product 
Current are John Boles and Har- 


riet Hoctor. Opening Thursday (7) 
is Tony Pastor’s orchestra. 

Listed for appearances in the nea! 
future on the Capitol stage are Ella | 
Logan. Ciro Rimac orchestra, James 
Barton, Sheila Barrett, Paul Haakon, 
Patricia Bowman, Smith and Dale 


Moffat, the Hartmans and 


Will Bradley orchestra. 


Magis Meet 


Cedar Point, Aug. 5. 


The Central States Magicians held | 


a three-day convention here Aug. 1-3, 


| and rabbits and pigeons popped out | 


all over the place. 


| of acts of magic, put on in the ball- 
room Saturday night (2), where Glen 


_ Gray and his orchestra were plyaing. | 


| The convention was under the di- 
rection of General Chairman Chas. 
R. Brush. Others on hand included 
| Harry Cecil, known as the ‘World’s 
Worst Wizard’: Ted Heuber, Howard 
Sticklet loefert, Robert Nel- 


ison and ‘B: 


Nevin 





ffles.’ 


for the two weeks the the- | 


One of the high- ; 
lights of the meeting was a program | 


Andre Lasky Says Chi Promoters, Not 
~ Mexico, to Blame for Acts’ Difficulties 





Patricia Romero Vice 
Isa Reyes at Saratoga 


At the last minute Patricia 
Romero, who was the last 
Hart’ partnered with Jack Holland, 
|joined Monte Proser’s Copacabana 
j}revue at Piping Rock, Saratoga, re- 
| placing Isa Reyes. Latter was forced 
out by immigration § technicalities 
jand has to go to Havana for re-entry 
{into the U.S. 

Incidentally, Proser will make a 
regular practise of touring his Copa 
revues from New York to the Ritz- 
Carlton, Boston, Hotel Roosevelt, 
| New Orieans, and the Baker, Dallas, 
| Via deals with MCA and the William 
| Morris agency. 


PITTS AGVA 
SEEKS RAISES 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Local chapter of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is clearing 
decks for drive to hike pay for ban- 
| quet entertainers and night club 
performers, according to Nat Nazar- 
ro, Jr., executive secretary of Pitts- 
' burgh branch. In some cases, raises 
up to 20% will be asked, he said 
here last week. Understood that de- 
mands are to be made of cafe own- 
ers and bookers here first of Sep- 
tember, 

Strength of AGVA has grown here 
of late as result of agreement made 
with musicians union, in which local 
| 60 will stand behind variety artists 
| group. Nazarro credited with swing- 
|ing this after local 60 had consist- 
|ently held out against going into 
such a collaboration. 





COAST AGVA IN TOP 


local orchestra |} 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
Los Local of American 
Guild of Variety Artists paid $3,000 
Associated Actors & Artistes 
America foi 


Angeles 


to the 


the last quarter. 
Litomy. local executive 
retary of AGVA, disclosed this was 
the largest amount ever paid the 
International by an AGVA local unit 

Litomy also has advised the mem- 
bership that the local finished the 
quarter with a net operating surplu 
of $375, compared with a deficit of 


Leslie sec- 


$1,700 for the quarter before he took | 


charge. He also pointed that 
| $1,063 
|AGVA members during the quarter 
and that an additional $600 
be recovered within the next few 
days.. 

The local 
quarter, 
of $4,100 


out 


collected $7,420 
compared with 
the previous 


for the 
collections 
quarter. A 


total of $1,100 was secured from the | 


Theatre Authority for needy AGVA 
members, and an amount 
equal to that was paid into TA. 


Jan Garber to Tee Off 
RKO Vaude in Dayton 


Aug. 5 
which re- 
weeks of 


Cincinnati, 
RKO Colonial, Dayton, 
opened Friday (1) for fou 


pictures before going into vaudfilm, 
will have Jan Garber’s band topping | 
the first week's stage show, starting 


Aug. 29. Ted Lewis’ ork is to be the 
headliner week of Sept. 5. Both 
combos will be supported by three 
acts. For the week of Sept. 12, Gypsy 
| Rose Lee will head the vaude layout. 
| Bookings are handled by Arthur 
Frudenfeld, assistant to Ike Libson, 
general manager of RKO theatres in 


southwest Ohio, with headquarters 
jin Cincy. 
| Opening of the vaudfilm season 


for the RKO Shubert, Cincy, has not 
as yet been set. House is shuttered 
for the summer. 





Roadhouse Burns 
ia Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 5. 
| Riverview Club, Halifax county 
night spot, burned to the ground last 
} week 


Origin of the fire unknown, 


——¢> 


‘June | 


QUARTERLY 4A PAYOFF the chicago territory, and I have 


was recovered from agents for 


would | 


nearly | 


| Editor, VARIETY: 


Mexico City. 


| In reference to the article by 

| Douglas L. Grahame in VARIETY, 
July 23: 

| The writer had nothing to do 


| whatsoever with the burlesque show 
|that appeared here, in reference to 
' which the article was written, and in 
| fairness to all concerned with show 
| business in Mexico, Grahame should 
; have mentioned the names of those 
involved to protect acts from swin- 
diers. I think it is very unjust to 
mention the Follies Bergere theatre, 
the owner of which is innocent of 
the affair, and at th~ same time 
omitting the names of those guilty. 

I have spent the last four years in 
| Mexico and have provided some ex- 
;cellent engagements for American 
acts, all of whom were completely 
satisfied and repeated!v expressed a 
desire to return for other engage- 
ments. I will mention a few of the 
acts who will testify to the above: 
Don and Bud Gilbert. The Martin- 
gales, The Arnolds, The Mayfields, 
Natalie and Howard, Maidie and 
Ray, Paige and Jewett, and a great 
many others. In all my contracts 
with acts, everything was definitely 
stated, and not ‘sketchy’ as Grahame 
States is the case in Mexico. Every 
contract by me states the act is to 
be paid in American currency, or at 
the equivalent rate of exchange, and 
all acts were paid in full. My con- 
tracts stated every detail of the en- 
gagement so that the acts were com- 
pletely aware of all working condi- 
tions before leaving the States. 

I have eased the Follies Bergere 
theatre for the season 1941-42, open- 
ing Aug. 29, and will use 10 Ameri- 
/can acts, changing acts every four 
weeks. Thus far I have invested a 
large sum of money for re-equip- 
ment and remodeling the Follies 
Bergere, and it will be the American 
theatre of Mexico City. I am going 
in this together with Cantinflas, the 
‘foremost comedian here. Your 
article may reflect on my business 
| dealings in the States. You 

na i. 


| 
~~” Orn bh +h at hofar, vatnah. 
memoer twat peiore commu 





will re- 


The 
substan- 


always had a good reputation. 
Mexican Union here will 
tiate everything above-mentioned. 

| So you will understand accurately 
what occurred here, let me explain 
| that the Follies Bergere theatre has 
always had a very good name and 
was regularly operated by very fine, 
well-known people. When the regu- 
lar season closed early in March, 
Messrs. Barger and Byton of Chi- 
| cago contracted the theatre from the 
owner for a certajn length of time, 


stipulating in the contract that the 
show was to be a decent show. As 
it was, they brought down a bur- 


lesque show with a lot of striptease 
dancers, without the knowledge of 
the owner of the theatre, J. Fursten- 
berg, who is unfortunately ill and 
residing in Vera Cruz, not being able 
to come to Mexico City on account 
|of the altitude. It is that the 
show was a flop because the Mexican 
people do not patronize cheap shows, 
particularly burlesque shows. It is 
also true that Messrs. Barger and 
Byton were in difficulties, but cer- 
tainly this excludes the Follies Ber- 
| gere theatre, and it excludes Mexico 
|as a whole, and I think in fairness 
to the theatre, to Mexico, and to my- 
self you should print a correction in 
your next issue. 

I would like the names of the Chi- 
cago talent agencies inv to en- 
| able me to stay away from then 
Andre Lasky. 


AGVA PUTS CHI VILLA 
VENICE ON ‘UNFAIR LIST’ 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Albert Bouche, owner and op- 
erator of Villa Venice, roadhouse 
outside Chi city limits, who has been 
placed on the national unfair list of 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
will not be allowed to open his Mi- 
|ami cafe until full settlement is 
made with AGVA. 
| Cited on many counts in violae 
| tion of AGVA rules, the latest diffie 
| culty concerns Bouche’s refusal to 
make good in any way for the loss of 
costumes and other clothing, be- 
longing to performers, in the recent 
fire at Villa Venice. 

In addition to ‘Bouche’s being 
(placed on the unfair list, all pere 
formers appearing at the Villa Vene- 
ice have likewise been declared un- 
fair. 
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! | 
Oooo oe $000-06666666666666666666 | mechanical finish started, developed, worked up, climaxed and crashed into CHI COURT CANCELS 
. z a howl that rattled the roof. Seldom has a new Palace comer sent over 
Th | such an immediate, decisive and reverberating comedy sensation. Conley ’ 
(1 oo ays +} put himself across for life, arid has a ‘Lightin’’ for vaudeville in ‘Rice EVANS AGENT PACT 
z and Old Shoes.’ Following one of the most stupid turns ever beheld any- 
300000004664 444444. | where his triumph was the more astonishing. 





Herewith appears a Variety revtew of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 
(booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 
style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


(Reprinted from Variety of Aug. 5, 1921) 








Humanitarian work for indigent actors is in fashion this season, If this 
column might digress from its carping functioning to assume a fleeting 
affectation of constructive suggestion, it would diffidently point out that | 
a salient and even salutary welfare might eventuate if every berated 
performer now ‘laying off’ in New York were given a free seat at the 
Palace to see Ethel Barrymore bow. Even Eddie Leonard, the champion | 
bow-wow-wowow-w-w-wow-er of the show world, against who every 
whiteface hope has taken the count, might learn something here. 

Our First Actress acknowledges the plaudits of her effusive public with 
neither fhe frigid ritz of a successful contortionist, nor the sycophantic 
mendicancy of a hopeful deuce-spot jazzerina. She smiles affably but 
not cravenly: she bends courteously but not beseechingly; she responds 
promptly but feverishly; she makes exit with a dignity but with no sigh 
or quiver or make-me-come-back-again chicanery. She comports herself 
in the only time when she is the individual and not the artiste, as a 
woman, a lady and a star. God has given the Barrymores those truly 
patrician graces which are of the fibre and not of the specious, acquired 


buncombe. Miss Barrymore is a masterpiece of demeanor and deport- 
ment. Even copying a masterpiece requires soul, artistry and technique— 


but it is worth the trying. 

The halo of Miss Barrymore’s distinction—and, of course, her excellent 
playing—again carried the genius of J. M. Barrie as expressed in “The 
Twelve-Pound Look’ to a legitimate success. Miss Barrymore might turn 
her mind toward its successor only because she has so often repeated it. 
She will perhaps never get another one-acter as subtle, as deép and as 
becoming, but she can easily find better vaudeville, for this admirable 
little classic calls for only so little of her most pronounced talent. Only 
a Barrymore would immortalize a ‘sketch’ in which she is off at the 
curtain, in which she has never a ringing line or a tense moment (except 
in the audience reaction through the brilliant and biting wit so effort- 
lessly projected by her), and in which she wears a go-to-work suit that 
would make a burlesque showgirl walk out at the dress rehearsal. 

Vaudeville has been rather kind to Miss Barrymore. She owes it some- 
thing beyond even her own iridescence and Sir Barrie’s satiric phildsophy: 
she owes it thrills. They need not be brash nor broad, but they must be 
tingling. Something approximating a tabloid ‘Declasse’-—or a brief ‘Mid- 
Channel’—would graciously meet the heartiest desires of audiences in 
these theatres. Sarah Bernhardt always recognized this preference. Of 
course Miss Barrymore draws audiences and draws appreciation as it is, 
and can have all the ‘time’ she will accept as it is. But the Barrymores, 
excepting in this instance, have been known for quickly—sometimes too 
quickly—casting aside the tried successes for the progress and onpress of 
new creation. So, why does Miss Ethel cling so unwaveringly to her 
twelve-pound look?—especially when the pound has dwindled so in value 
that her parenthetical program hint, ‘The Twelve Pound ($60.00) Look,’ 
should now be revised to read ‘The Twelve Pound ($44.64) Look.’ 

The headliner closed intermission. She followed a smashing hit by 
Fradkin and Jean Tell, the clutching violinist and the excellent show- 
woman soprano. Miss Tell is one of the most accomplished and one of the 
most effective laryngeal tricksters behind the footlights, and is one of | 
vaudeville’s surest bets. Fradkin is no despiser of hurrak: work-ups him- 
self; he could—though it is not meant here that he should—throw away 
every sleight-of-hand twist. And Miss Tell should not, either, because 
She is a wizard at selling her songs and herself. She took fully one-half 
of the gravy. It is a peack of an act. 

Jay Velie (it used to be ‘Joe,’ usedn’t it?) has a new sister team. Suc- 
eeeding the Randalls are the Blossom Sisters. Velie is a one-man act in 
himself. But he is not left on his own, but Paula Chambers, a snappy- 
eyed brunet, helps him. Their chummy ‘roadster drive’ number was the 
high peak of the turn; it sounded reminiscent of another act, but it was 
better done. Otherwise the routine was ragged. The anticipated main- 
stay, a number called ‘Mignonette,’ after which’ the offering is titled, is 
an unqualified plagiarism of ‘Poor Butterfly.’ 

The opening is clever and new, Velie organizing his feminine foursome, 
then figuring out on a blackboard the expenses of the act, even to com- 
missions—yes, even to author’s royalty, which is better known in public 
but not as promptly met in private. Velie is a first-rate dancing man and 
has a powerful and ingratiating ballad voice. He could do a corking 
double with Miss Chambers and throw away the blackboard. The least ke 
might do is to throw away the number in which the Blossom Sisters sing 
about how wonderful it is tc travel with them; it got a few unexpected 
laughs Monday. No royalty on these laughs was included in the invoice. 

Frank Gaby twoed. Barring his opening bit, which was awful, he was 
a clean wallop in his ventriioquies. The opener was a tortured British 
caricature, im whieh he mot only painfully did the absurd popular con- 
eeption of a silly ahss, but used the phrase; that was nothing—he did the 
“Where is my ‘at?’ gag, and one about hoarding sugar. But when he got 
to kig dummies and then to his dummyless comedy he cleaned up and 
earned his hit. Mrs. E, Hathaway Turnbull opened the second half (New 
Acts). Mer offering was just as thrilling, romantie and exciting as her 
name would indicate. 

Phe joy-episode of the night came with Harry J. Conley and Naomi 
Ray. Conley, as the wise hick, kicked a canyon through the theatre any 
way he turned. The laughs were landslides. The attention was unswerv- 


| 


ing through the many quiet and often beautiful moments, and the astute 


| laughs for the plants. 


Kramer and Boyle did their usual business next to closing, Kramer 


| tearing out the laughs and Boyle, the sweet singer, peddling the melodied 


A hit. Bostock'’s Riding School held well for the closer, with 
Four Lamy Brothers opened, not seen by this re- 
viewer, who was faithfully in his seat at 8:14 like a good kid, but still 


too late to see the closing or the opener and too early to miss the opening 


sentiments. 


of Gaby. 


Lait. 
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| Burley Flowers 


Continued from page 3 





in ceainentintetenneet 
sertions is Abbott and Costello. 
Team’s separate and joint appear- 
ances in burlesque in past years 
gave them the training to enable 
successful film appearances. Abbott 


|'and his brother formerly operated 


three burley houses in the east be- 


teaming with Costello in the fall 
of 1932. 
Walks Out On Big Break 


Costello started in burlesque in 
1929. By walking out on a contract 
at the Follies in downtown Los An- 


| geles during the early summer of 


1932, Costello missed a chance that 
might have started him in pictures 
nine years before his Universal suc- 
cess. Brought to the Coast by the 
Daltons, operators of the Follies, 
Costello drew such a big business at 
the house that Metro notified its 
scouts to catch his act. He walked 
the night before they appeared, due 
to a contract squabble with the Dal- 
tons, heading for New York and 
Minsky’s where he met Abbott and 
formed their partnership. 

Costello’s walk from the Follies 
brought a tragic opportunity to the 
late Bobby Wilson, who was called 
in to fill at the Follies on the night 
the Metro scouts were present. 
Talent searchers were impressed 
with Wilson and he was tested at the 
studio. A week later, while walking 
out of the studio waving a new con- 
tract at his wife, who was waiting 
outside, he dropped dead. Wilson's 
heart, which had withstood many 
financial pumps during his burlesque 
career, wasn’t able to bear up under 
the strain of sudden success. 

A check of the film rolls show 
many burley oldtimers now working 


business. One of the most arty of 
filmdom’s arty motion picture stars is 
whispered to have served time in 
burlesque before going on to suc- 
cess in the legit and picture fields. 
So completely has he buried that 
portion of his experience that no 
trace of it shows on the Hollywood 
records, although a few oldtimers 
claim it to be a fact. 

Names familiar around Hollywood 
who formerly worked the burley 
wheels include William Koenig, once 
manager of a burlesque house in 
Minneapolis, who is 20th-Fox pro- 
duction manager; Seymour Felix, 
who once staged burlesque musical 
numbers; Ben Holmes, director, who 


was a straight man; Alex Hyde, 
brother of Johnny Hyde of the 
William Morris office, and now a 


musical director in fiims, and Jack 
McGowan, the writer, who started as 
a burlesque straight man. 
Burley’s Gift to Films 

Fanny Brice, Eddie Cantor, Al 
Jolson, Jack Haley, Leon Errol, 
James Barton, Bert Lahr, Lou Kelly, 
Roger Imhof, Ben Bard, the late 
Eddie -Collins, Rags Ragland, Phil 
Silvers, Hugh Herbert, Joe Yule, 
Richard Lane, Billy Gilbert, Jack 
| Pearl, the late Joe Penner, Abe 
Reynolds, Gypsy Rose Lee, who had 


Fox, are some of the names pointed 
out by Grant as starting out their 
careers in burlesque. 

James Hall, now dead and best re- 
membered for his role in ‘Hell’s An- 
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gels,’ came to pictures after starting 
| in burlesque. Larry Ceballos staged 
| burlesque shows in New York be- 


| fore turning to pictures as a dance} 


| director. Ceballos staged the first 
| Show that brought together 

Bard and Jack Pearl as a comedy 
team, ‘The Powder Puff Revue.’ 

At any rate, the hush-hush put on 
burlesque backgrounds by films in 
the past is over since the skyrocket- 
ing of Abbott and Costello, who 
have brought a celluloid social rat- 
ing to the time-honored art of get- 
ting a laugh from a prattfall, as con- 
ceived on the burley boards. 


H.0. Schnozz 


Seattle, Aug. 5. 
Jimmy Durante was held over a 
second week at Mike Lyons’ Music 
Hall. He followed Sophie Tucker 
into the spot, which is now booking 
names, 

















Door admish is 50c. 
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fore Bud turned straight man, later | 


in various capacities in the picture | 


a brief screen appearance at 20th-| 


Ben | 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac Lake, Aug. 5. 

Agnes Hemingway is vocalizing 
with Bryce Lavign orch. 

Joy Navarre, who has been shifted 
|to a bed routine for some time, was 
| cheered by her dad, who motored in 
| from Lynn, Mass. 


Joe Bishop, formerly of the Woody 
Herman band, has added so much 
weight that he can’t tie his own shoe 
laces. 

Petite Hazel Smith has tamed a 
| little sparrow that comes daily for 
| his meals at Hazel’s window. 


| Molly Picon stopped off to ogle the 
| Will Rogers and at the same time 
| Visited Margaret Newell. It was a 
‘Do you remember when’ visit, as 
Margaret has ozoned here for over 
a decade. 

The Vaughan Sisters came in from 
Detroit to check-up on their sister, 
Vivian, who is doing mightly well. 

Len Grotte who is here vacashing 
called on Harry Martin at the Rogers 
and whispered, ‘How do I look 
Harry,’ Martin bellowed back, ‘Crawl 
in bed with me, and I'll introduce 
you to my doctor’, 

Mickey O’Shea was cheered up by 
a surprise visit from his wife. 

Margie Reagon, Jimmy Johnston’s 
ex-sec, is perting up daily and flash- 
ing a mess of good reports. 

Jimmy Ricketts has added so much 
;poundage, he is getting a special 
| chair made. 

The gang at the Will Rogers went 
| over the top doing their bit for the 
| U.S.O. 

| Simon Rudnich is a newcomer at 
the Will Rogers. 

Dickie Moore, a star of yesteryear, 
manages to hand out laughs to those 
| who are bedridden. 
| Many thanks to C. U. Clark, of the 
| Rialto Music Co., New York, for the 
| reading matter sent in and ditto for 
| his good cheer message. 

Temperature in this actors colony, 
|which lies in the center of the 
| Adirondacks, registered 98 degrees 
|in the shade for three continuous 
; days a week ago. 

Among those here expecting a 
|go-home okay in one hand a rail- 
| road time table in the other are Sid 
|Grill, Jimmy Young, Leandra Rens- 
|ler, Rudy Gales, Ben Schultz and 
| Paul Sorkin. 
| Patricia Wallace got the thrill of 
her life when she was bedsided by 
|her folks, who came in from Cali- 
fornia. 
| Stanley Rousch has been added to 
|the list of official greeters at the 
lodge. That denotes a wonderful 
| comeback. 
| The Len Grottes (Loew’s Prospect, 
| Flushing L. I.) have arrived here 
|bag and fishing tackle. They will 
;commute between our local fish 
|market and Upper Saranac Lake. 
| Lou Betts mastered the first stage 
|of that rib operation and was shot 
|back to the Will Rogers from the 
| general hospital all smiles and proud 
| of the ‘cut.’ 
| Howard Friend, Great Neck, L. I. 
ogling the actors colony and mitting 
his friend Harry Clifton. Also hold- 
jing hands with his frau, ozoning at 
|} Stony Wold san. 
| Francis Fuller (and Mack), who 
| left here years ago after mastering 
a cure back for a checkup. They 
— find a thing the matter with 
; nim. 
| Cliff Heather, who ozoned at the 
Rogers, te rejoin his former mates 
and band, the Mark Warnow orch. 

Downtown highlights: Lillian 
Mansfield nursing a slight setback 
and in bed; Harry and Charlie Bar- 

















Chicago, Aug. 5 

On a ruling by Superior Court 
Judge John C. Lewe, managerial 
contract between ventriloquist Bob 
Evans and agent Joe Viner was can. 
celled. 

Contract, which gave Viner 10% 
of Evans’ earnings for 10 years, was 
voided by the court on the grounds 
that it was inequitable since it didn’t 
stipulate the given amount of work 
Viner was to secure for Evans, and 
questioned Viner’s right to enter into 
such a contract inasmuch as he does 
not hold an agent's license. 

Action to recover past commis- 
sions due was also denied. 





Cleve. Private Club 
Opened to Public 


Cleveland, Aug, 5. 

Taking down the membership bars 
of his Eldorado Club, which hereto- 
fore has been a private club for the- 
atrical and newspaper folk, Herman 
Pirchner opened it to the John Pub- 
lics last week with Jimmie Mac- 
Kenzie’s Hawaiian orchestra brought 
in for the occasion. 

Aggie Auld, the hula dancer, tops 
first show in the Eldorado, consid- 
ered one of the smartest intimate 
spots here. It’s unique in that it’s 
practically inside of another Pirch- 
ner-owned nitery, the Alpine Vil- 
lage, but so  sound-proofed that 
crfwd downstairs can’t get an earful 
of its Hawaiian music. 


War’s Effect 





Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Showing the effect of the war on 
biz, Eitel Bros., owners and operators 
of ‘Old Heidelberg Restaurant,’ have 
changed the name to Eitels. 

It’s considered only a question of 
time before the name of the Bis- 
marck hotel is altered, as biz there 
has fallen off considerably since new 
world war. 





Pitt El Chico Folds 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 5. 

Heat was too much for El Chico, 
town’s only congarhumba spot, and 
it folded last week for remainder of 
summer. However, Joe Sala, former 
Nixon Cafe bartender who opened 
spot with his own coin last Septem- 
ber, is holding the franchise by keep- 
ing the bar part of his establishment 
going and says he'll swing into 
action again in about six weeks. 

El Chico has announced it would 
install a cooling plant for the warm 
months, but biz fell off to such an 
extent in recent months that Sala 
confessed he wasn't able to finance 
the air-conditioning, 








rett both staging a brave battle in 
making the grade; Jimmy Marshall 
still ozoning at Gabriel and holding 
up nicely; Percy Wenrich will be 
able to write soon, so look for new 
song hits; Mary Conlon (and Rogers) 
leaving for her Boston home with 
that absolute okay; Monte Fisher, 
ex-burlesquer, getting ready for an 
operation; Cliff Heather, musician, 
showing daily improvement; yours 
truly still taking those treatments 
froin Dr. George Wilson, which have 
added 10 pounds. 

A. B. (‘Tony’) Anderson back on 
duty at the local Pontiac theatre 
after a two-week vacash in New 
England and N. Y. C. 

Eddie (Hurst and) Vogt perting 
up to nifty reports, spending most 
of his personal time doing extra 
work around the Will Rogers bene- 
fiting others. 

‘Any showfolks who are ailing in 
the actors’ colony, be they star or 
usher, are welcome at my theatre 
any time, any day,’ wires E. G. 
Dodds. Lake Placid, N. Y., exhib. 





Write to those who are ill. 
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NOW APPEARING 
STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK 


Broadway’s Newest Dance Stylists 


The BILLINGTONS 


(ORRIN AND BETTY LOU) 


ote Personal Management:—JACK LENNY, 701 7th Ave., N. Y. + 
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| 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Erskine Hawkins Orch 16) with 
Ida James, Avery Parrish; Bill 
Bailey, Stump & Stumpy, Inkspots 
(4); ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ (Par), 
reviewed in Variety, June 18, "41. | 





Par takes the edge off the heavi- 
ness of its Ozark Mountain screen 
fare, ‘Shepherd of the Hills,’ with a| 
stage layout that’s based on rhythm 
from end to end. Lineup represents 
one of the few exclusively colored | 
packages the Par has used, bill hav-} 
ing been arranged as backing for the 
Inkspots, who have played so many 





a5 ’re| Barbara Lane, Clifford and Canova, | 
weeks here the past year tt is to| Dan Goldie’s House Orch (10) with| class on the harmonica, just couldn't 
Smith’! give this audience enough. 


almost a house group. Quartet is to 
holdover into the next bill, too, 
headed by Claude Thornhill’s band, 
set to come in Aug. 13. 

Though it’s not an_ outstanding 
combination, 2s a whole, the setup 
constitutes good entertainment all 
through. Erskine Hawkins’ Jump 
rhythms, put forth by an outfit com- 
posed of five sax, three trumpets, 
three trombones, four rhythm, led by 
Hawkins’ ‘20th Century Gabriel 
trumpeting, provide concrete foot- 
ing for the work of the acts on the 
bill, and on its own the band con- 
tributes a dish of well played num-| 
bers None, however, are powerful 
enough to lift the band above the 
impact made by Stump and Stumpy, 
Bill Bailey, or the 'Spots. 

All of Hawkins’ arrangements are 
neatly worked out rhythm things 
that have no particular character 
other than that lent by his high- 
pitched trumpet up front. And, at 
this catching anyhow, the horn was 
very much under wraps in camparl- 
son to past reviewings at the Apollo, 
Harlem. Par’s production efforts 
went long way toward helping the 
band, it’s lighting during an inter- 
pretation of ‘Nonah’ being partic- 
ularly outstanding. Ida James, good 
looking, strikingly costumed vocalist 
with the band, goes over strongly 
with ‘Beau Night in Hotchkiss Cor- 
ners’ and ‘Daddy.’ Avery Parrish, 
band’s pianist, gets in one inning 
solo of ‘After Hours’; not very ex- 
citing. 

Bill Bailey, a familiar figure in 
Harlem haunts, won this crowd with 
his tapstering and chatter, the same 
lines and routines the dancer used 
when caught recently. His chatter 
went over much better this time 
seemingly because he has improved 
his delivery. He could have done 
more. 


Stump and Stumpy, who have 
played on Broadway before, are a 
resounding click, the audience going 
for their crazy antics hook, line and 
sinker. Routine is the same, vocal, 
taps (which don’t suffer much with 
Bill Bailey on the same bill), imita- 
tions of Donald Duck, W. C. Fields, 
Ted Lewis, all interlaced with the 
spontaneous - appearing, whacky 
bouncing on and off stage in the mid- 
dle of each other’s routines.’ If this 
pair don’t watch out they’ll wind up 
iii a Broadway musical. Applause 
they drew outdistanced the reaction 
to the Inkspots, stars of the layout. 

‘Spots score solidly, however, with| 
‘Jumpin’ Jive’ (bit aged), ‘Do I 
Worry,’ ‘If I Didn’t Care,’ ‘You’re 
Just a Brown Gal’ and a march- 
tempoed ‘V Stands for Victory.’ Only 
negative comment on the quartet is 
that the tenor seems to be trying too 
hard to sell his stuff. In interpreting 
‘Worry’ and ‘Care’ he seemed to be 
pressing to impress, thereby destroy- 
ing the smoothness which charac- 
terizes the quartet’s recordings of 
the same tunes. 

Biz good. 








Wood. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, Aug. 5. 
John Boles, Marty May, Harriet 
Hoctor, Nathane Brothers (2), 
Rhythm Rockets House Line (16). 
Sam..Jack Kaufman and House Orch; 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). 





John Boles hasn’t been seen here- 
abouts lately, on stage or screen, but 
when -he makes his appearance in 
this show there’s no mistake about 
his standing with the customers. 
That his name dragged them into the 
theatre is made quite evident by the 
burst of applause which greets him 
when he walks on stage. 

And Boles doesn’t let his admirers 
down. When he sings a song it 


the same act as his previous appear- 
ance. He whips it off in a hurry, goes 
into the familiar violin bit and 
clicks solidly. Nathane Brothers 
don’t change, either, and still win 
approval for acrobatics performed 
while playing mandolin and violin, 
Biz good Sunday night. Mac. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 


STATE, N. Y. 


Joe Rines orch (12), Harriett Lane, 
Larry Adler, Cass Daley, Barry 
Wood, Stuart Morgan Dancers (4); 
‘Adventure in Washington’ (Col), re- 
viewed in this issue. 

Three truly great stage acts, Larry 
Adler, Cass Daley and the Stuart 
Morgan dancers, plus the name value 
of Barry Wood, singer on radio’s 
‘Lucky Strike Hit Parade,’ place this 
vaude layout above the ordinary. 








Atlantic City, Aug. 3. — 

Willie Howard & Co. (4), Mitzt 
Mayfair, Gene Marcey, Juggling | 
Jewels (4), Chester Fredericks with 


Herb 
(Rep). 


Sands; ‘Hurricane 





Willie Howard is back at George 
Hamid’s amusement center for the 
third time this summer, but this 
time with different skits. He starts 
out with caricatures of Al Jolson and 
Eddie Cantor singing ‘Sonny Boy, 
then quickly dons Mexican sombrero 
and blanket to pose as ‘Shapiro the 
Caballero’ while singing a dizzy ditty 
called ‘She Could Be Made With a 
Sweet Serenade.’ Later he returns 
with his ‘Krummy Breakfast Food’ 
skit from ‘Crazy With the Heat,’ and 
his ‘Russian Tavern’ number from 
same show. Distinct hit when 
caught at Sunday afternoon (3) 
show. 


Mitzi Mayfair shares topbilling 
with Howard. She appears in deep 
blue velvet slacks and bolero jacket 
with tiara to match and confines her 
performance to tap routines and 
high-kicking. Her eye appeal for 
audience, and her leg-slinging antics 
to tune of ‘St. Louis Blues’ at act’s 
end clicked. 

Gene Marvey, tenor, draws heavy 
applause by making the most of his 
personality. He sings ‘I'll Hear a 
Rhapsody,’ a medley and ‘Rancho 
Grande,’ and encores with ‘The Band 
Played On.’ 

Chester Frederick scores’ with 

oofing and slapstick, assisted by 
Barbara Lane, a looker in brown 
skirt and Lana Turnerish top-piece. 
They get best results with a take- 
off on typical jitterbugs. Fredericks 
also pleases with some amusing pat- 
ter, but some of this appears 
strained. 

The four Jewel women do okay 
with fast and intricate Indian club 
juggling routine. Clifford and Ca- 
nova are a pair of 17-year-olds given 
a week’s work after winning a jjit- 
terbug contest on the pier last week. 
They are utterly lacking in show- 
manship. 

Other entertainment for 75c ad- 
mission includes Tommy Reynolds 
orch and Eddy Morgan’s house orch 
in ballroom, Terrell Jacobs circus 
acts, Sylvia’s Washington Debs orch, 
and fun house. Carter, 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 





They help cram a bargain-load of 
entertainment into 68 minutes, more 
than making up for the mediocre 
first-run ‘Adventure in Washington.’ 

Adler, a virtuoso of unquestioned 


After 
doing ‘Begin the Beguine,’ a gypsy 
flamenco piece and a Gershwin med- 
ley, he still had to come back for 
Strauss’ ‘Blue Danube.’ Then the 
well-filled house demanded - still 
more, and he told a cute little anec- 
dote anent a concert he gave at the 
British Embassy in Washington, 
where Mrs. Halifax asked him if he 
could play boogie woogie. This was 
the prelude to his delivery of ‘Beat 
Me Daddy Eight to the Bar,’ and 
that brought him even more ap- 
plause than his previous pieces. 
Finally, he had to beg off by claim- 
ing he didn’t have permission to 
play Ravel's ‘Bolero.’ 

The slim, curly-haired performer, 
who has gained himself an interna- 
tional reputation on what is consid- 
ered.a toy instrument, is perhaps 
best with the Gershwiniana. Of the 
same race as the late brilliant com- 
poser, Adler puts a feeling into the 
Gershwin music that is as compelling 
as though it were being played by 
a symphony. As for showmanship, 
Adler is tops. 

Cass Daley, a pretty girl who con- 
tor’ her face and body to such an 
exaggerated extent that she’s a 
comic howl, and the adagio Stuart 
Morgan Dancers just about run neck 
and neck in applause. Miss Daley, 
like Adler, also had to beg off, while 
the adagioists, closing the show, were 
saved by the traveler. Best descrip- 
tion of Miss Daley is that she’s a 
femme Schnozz Durante. She sings 
specials in a rough-house manner 
and looks +s though she would be 
sensational in the old Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante ‘wood number.’ 
Heretofore she’s been a regular at 
the opposition Paramount; she’s a 
welcome ‘new face’ for the State. 

The Stuart Morgans are among 
the last of a rapidly becoming ex- 
tinct type of act. Adagio dancers, 
once numerous in the days of the 
late Meyer Golden, have passed out 
of the picture to the extent that 
there are only a couple of such acts 
left doing the routines straight. The 
Morgan act, produced by George 
and Maurice Golden, is probably the 
best. The throws and A 
three huskies of a neat little blonde 
border on the sensational. 

Barry Wood is in the next-to-clos- 
ing frame _ preceding 
with ‘There's 


Baritone gives out 





Miami, Aug. 1. 


Condos Bros., Sunshine Quartet, 
Ray Mayer and Edith Evans, Gaynor 
and Ross, The Albins, Jack McCoy, 
Harry Reser House Orch; ‘Shepherd 
of the Hills’ (Par), 





| _ Even such dull screen fare as ‘The 
| Shepherd of the Hills’ fails to put a 
|damper on this zingy little layout. 


| There isn’t a lull in the lineup, and 
| that’s sufficient cause this summer 
| to unveil a plaque in the lobby. On 
| the Coast, after scoring in two cur- 
rent films, the Condos Brothers are 
the main mazda magnet, but their 
candle power doesn’t dim the sup- 
porting turns. These include a 
home-grown barbershop quartet that 
really ties the show up in knots. 
Boys copped top honors in a recent 
city-wide warbling contest, this 


They don’t disappoint. 

The Condos have been around, but 
this is their initial workout in the 
south in the summer. They are a 
|pair of lightning tapsters, whose 
|b.c. is further bolstered by recent 
; cinema clicks.” Utilize routines em- 
|} ployed in ‘Moon Over Miami’ for 
| socko results. 
| In the opening spot are Gaynor 
jand Ross, a fast-working skating 
team. Duo uncorks some difficult 
|acro swings atop an elevated stage 
| to get the house off its hands in a 
| hurry. Ray Mayer and Edith Evans 





knows it has been sung. He opens} follow through without a letdown. 


up lightly with a pair of popular 
numbers, then goes into ‘One Alone,’ 
which apparently is still the item his 
fans remember and want most to 
hear. He concludes with ‘Waiting at 
the Gate for Katy,’ which is woven 
into the finale, or the customers 
never would let him off stage. 
Revue opens with what is pur- 
ported to be first vaudeville house 
presentation of Irving Berlin’s ‘Arms 
for the Love of America,’ with Har- 
riet Hoctor dancing to accompani- 
ment of pit orchestra and male quar- 
tet. Dance doesn’t mean much, but 
it’s performed with Miss Hoctor’s 
usual skill. She shows off her tech- 
nique to much better advantage, 
however, in mid-show appearance in 
production number also involving 


Mayer, who affects a cowboy bon- 
net and boots, is a moderately comi- 
cal fellow, and when he gets around 
to it an ace exponent of boogie- 
| woogie piano. Spends most of his 
time, however, kibitzing with Miss 
Evans, who, when she gets around 
to it ,opens up with a powerful set 
of pipes. 

The Albins really knock them- 
selves out with their ballroom buf- 
foonery, but they lack the subtlety 
and finesse of the Hartmans, whom 
they obviously copied. It’s a clicky 
turn, nevertheless, and gets plenty 
of action from the audience. 

Jack McCoy is an affable m.c. and 
pantomimic. Material is rather lim- 
ited, but, given a chance to develop, 
he’ll be a worthy addition to any 








Rhythm Rockets in pretty effect with 
luminous colored skirts on darkened | 
stage. 

Marty May’s comedy is the sort| 
which still sells even when its much’! 


ig 
Harry Reser continues to do a fine 
job with the house band. House full 
when caught Friday night (1). 
Leslie. 


booking being one of the awards. | 


| ‘El 


Rancho Grande’ and_ finally 


Irving Berlin’s new patriotic piece, 
‘Arms for the Love of America.’ 
|Wood has an easy delivery and 
| smooth baritone and clicks. 

Joe Rines, WMCA bandleader, is 
the show’s orchestral background, 
spotted on the stage. WMCA is out 
of the-billing (due to Loew’s owner- 
ship of opposition WHN), which is 
probably just as well, the WMCA 
house band of 11 pieces that Rines is 
maestroing not being much to brag 
about. Rines himself is a cute per- 
sonality and okay m.c., and quickly 
establishes himself personally via 
the excellent magic trick of smoking 
two clay pipes that are obviously 
minus tobacco. Later he crushes the 
pipes and gets smoke out of the 
fre*rents. 

Only other act on the show is 
Harriett Lane, singer who has but 
one style for all three numbers she 
does. ‘Music Maker,’ ‘The One I 
Love’ and ‘I Love Coffee, I Love 
| Tea,’ may sound differently, but the 
way she sings ’em they look alike. 
One thing she should do immediately 
is to get a more becoming costume: 
the light blue gown she was wearing 
at this catching being distinctly un- 
flattering. Scho. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 30. 


|Fayne & Foster, Three Jays, Equillo 
| Bros. (2), Three Chocolateers, Jimmy 
Collins, Carlyle & Mamba, Peggy 
O’Neill line (12), Charles Kaley orch 





House has whipped up a snappy 
bill this week, opening on the Three 
Jays, fast and well-costumed trampo- 
line act comprising two boys and a 
nifty femme. Trio keeps the net 
bouncing and works comedy angles 
for a sharp opening. 

_ Second slot goes to Jimmy Collins, 
singing winner of Dean Maddox’s 
KFRC amateur contest who tenors 
‘Things I Love’ and ‘Did Your Mother 
Come from Ireland?’. Lad has fair 
set of pipes, but needs polish. 

Show goes completely surrealistic 
in the trey with the Three Choco- 
lateers, billed as from the Cotton 
Club. Colored cavorters are in high- 
speed motion entire time they are 
|on the stage, stepping, leaping, pack- 

















catches by | 


Norman Harris & Sylvia Shore,| 


(13); ‘Tom, Dick and Harry’ (RKO). | 


ing without apparent rhyme nor 
reason. It’s akin to something out 
of a troubled dream. On analysis 
it’s hard to figure out what the boys 
actually do, but they’re effective and 
get a hearty ovation. 

Neatest act to play here in a long 
time is team of Fayne and Foster. 
Rubbing rims of water-filled glasses 
to produce music doesn’t sound ex- 
citing, but it’s socko the way this 
pair sells it. Tones are sweet and 
clear and mike pickup is satisfactory 
due to way glasses are mounted on 
a portable table, which somewhat 
resembles an elongated jukebox. 
Midway, table top suddenly flips 
over to reveal a forest of rubber doll 
heads which yield notes when 
squeezed. Another quick change re- 
veals bells, and they finish as bell- 
ringers. Way act is handled reveals 
a showmanship that lifts it far above 
‘average. 

Esquillo Brothers are on next, 
debuting as cowboy singers. With- 
out missing a note, they slowly strip 
to black velvet trunks and go into a 
control acrobatic routine, singing or 
whistling throughout. It’s a novel 
switch and clicks. Boys were seen 
here about a year ago in ‘Grand- 
fathers Follies’ at the Bal Tabarin. 

Jumping over from a date just 
finished at the Bal are Harris and 
Shore, comedy dance team in the 
next-to-closing, using satires on ‘Be- 
gin the Beguine,’ ballroom and 
rhumba and encoring with ‘Love's 
Lullaby.’ Gal is the whole show, a 
tiny bundle whose mugging and 
mangling of steps is routined with 
plenty of tempo for bountiful laughs 
and cinch appeal. Team lands in a 
large way. : 

Line girls are used only once, in 
a production number built around 
Carlyle and Mamba. Scrim hides 
band as gals twist and writhe in 
red lighting, electric fans in the 
foots blowing scarves for added ef- 
fect. Switch to blue, which brings 
cut fluorescence in line costumes, 
hails arrival of Carlyle, who goes 
into gyrations around his veiled 
Mamba. Guy is definitely a good 
dancer, but the routine doesn’t spell 
anything in particular save an at- 
tempt to sex things up as much as 
fem'lv audiences will allow. 


Biz good at opening. Wern. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 1. 
Little Jack Little Orch, Roscoe 
Ates, Harry King and Arlina, Mon- 
ocled Ambassadors, Kathleen Quin 
and Kirk Woods; ‘Kisses for Break- 
fast’ (WB). 





The Lyric comes through with a 
| well-rounded presentation this week 
and the attendance is good. Little 
Jack Little and his band and Roscoe 
Ates provide the marquee attractions 
}and both click plenty. 

Little has a small band, four sax, 
| two trumpets, one trombone, drums, 
|two pianos (when he plays) and 
bass. 





|his usual suave, and unassuming 


|Of friends and is making him plenty | the Esquires. 


this week. 


| gentina,’ 








Going to Be a Great Day,’ a medley, | manner which has made him a lot} builds into . 


more His two singers, 
| Kathleen Quin and Kirk Woods, both 
sell, and his novelty presentation 
|; with a hoky trio is one of the high- 
spots. Maestro’s big moment is the 
show closer, in which he presents a} 
;medley of all the well-remembered 


jtures he has written. 

Roscoe Ates comes through with 
some new angles on gags—a card 
trick routine that was just fairly 
| well received, and some trick fiddle 
playing that scored. 

The Monocled Ambassadors 


also 


| 


a 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Archie Robbins, Don Arres, Lane 
Bros., Toy & Wing, Ben Berri, Stan 
Ross, 12 Esquires, Gae Foster Roxy- 
ettes (24), Paul Ash house orch; 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), reviewed 
in Variety, July 23, ’41. 








Four first-rate acts, aided by a 
capable m.c. and his stooge, are 
nicely strung along with the Gae 
Foster Girls and 12 Esquires (male 
dance combo) for a slick stage pres. 
entation. Paul Ash has moved the 
Roxy house crew up on the stage 
and the musicians are nicely framed 
on a fancy stand that slides front 
and back as the turns demand room. 

Archie Robbins, introduced as on 
a N. Y. stage for first time, opens 
as a gag teller and then carries on 
as chief announcer of different act 
a la radio musical broadcast. Signo 
for the show is done in same man- 
ner, Robbins has nice delivery, but 
his material is mostly of ancient 
vintage—and some of it blue. Stan 
Ross, though not plainly tagged as 
his assistant, obviously is his stooge 
enters late in show in a series of 
well-done imitations of screen per- 
sonalities, with the stooge doing the 
gestures and Robbins the chatter. 
Additionally, Robbins helps on song 


ensembles. Works nicely with all 
the acts, even on some clowning 
with the Lane Brothers. 


The Lane Brothers rate top spot 
on this layout. They pack a large 
amount of tricks into their brief 10 
minutes of acrobatic dancing, fancy 
rope-skipping and comedy gyrations, 
Cleaned up here right from start. 

Toy and Wing, tabbed two Chinese 
who were born in N. Y., presently 
are using a swift-gaited dance act. 
Their ballroomology is slick, as is 
their sneedvy ‘m'tetion of American 
jitterbugs. Miss Toy’s toe dancing is 
right in the groove, hinting pains- 
taking practice fer her fancy meneu- 
vers. Their finale also is calculated 
for cleanup results. 


Ben Berri (last time reviewed his 
name was spelied with a single ‘R’), 
comedy juggler, is a bright addition 
to the bill. He employs kidding 
technique for his most difficult jug- 
gling and Indian club twirling feats. 
Berri employs the stray juggled ball 
routine repeatedly to build increas- 
ing laughs. 

Don Arres, radio tenor, parades a 
group of Latin-American tunes, in- 
cluding ‘Rancho Grande’ and ‘In Ar- 
for nice returns. He’s 
more accustomed to stage work than 
when he was here last year and does 
not drag out his repertoire, a previ- 
ous mistake, 

Roxyettes are using a small hoop 
drill and routine, closing with the 
time-worn phosphorescent _ effect 
shining on the hoops in front of a 
dark background. Closer is the real 
clincher, with Robbins and Arres 
ballading “The V Song,’ tabbed the 
official tune of Bundles for Britain. 


He trots from mike to piano} This, of course, brings the Foster 
; 4 | the adagio |to band to audience, playing, direct-| femmes out in tricky costumes, each 
quartet, and is a nice singer of songs. | ing and keeping the show moving in} forming a letter ‘V’ when arms are 


upraised. And naturally the finale 
. giant ‘V’ formation with 
Swell showmanship. 
Biz near capacity final show Fri- 
day (1), with Jack Benny’s comedy, 
‘Charley's Aunt,’ the big draw. 
Wear. 


EARLE, PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 
Monroe orch (15) with 
Duke, Ziggy Taient, Bilt- 


Vaughn 
Marylin 


| morettes, and Johnny Burke; ‘Dance 


'got over, with a clever presentation . 


leembipine 


acrobatics and comedy. 
|Harry King and Arlina present some 
;top cap routines ala jitterbug style. 
A very smooth working pair. Kiley. 





| EMBASSY, N.Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


| 





With world attention centered last 
week on the Soviet-Nazi war and the 
|'Far East, there was little red meat 
| available for U. S. newsreelers. Even 
|if any action stuff had been obtain- 
jable, it couldn’t have been brought to 
|this country in time. So the reels 
had to fall back on either library 
stuff or away-from-the-scene mate- 
rial. As a result, the bill was com- 
paratively tame, consisting mostly 
of passive subjects and pre-staged 
| stunts. 

One good clip was the Embassy’s 
special on physical tests for would- 
|be New York firemen. Other fairly 
|graphie bits were Universal’s shots 
of a Chicago fire, Australian soldier 
boxing bouts (Fox), Spanish crowd 
bull-fighting (Fox) and_ tennis 
matches at Seabright, Iv. J. (Uni- 
versal). London’s’ V-for-Victory 
propaganda drive got attention from 
Parmount and Pathe, while the for- 
mer had views of the Dutch fliers 
who recently visited New York en 
route to England from Batavia. Pathe 
had an encouraging clip showing the 
arrival of U. S.-manufactured war 
materials at Cairo, and Fox offered 
a human interest bit of members of 
the Eagle squadron broadcasting 
from England. 

Remainder of the bill was an un- 
exciting succession of shots. of 
rodeos, horse races, yachting, planes 
in flight and spiels by politicians (or 
Similar special pleaders) on their 
pet causes, Hobe. 


| 
} 











Hall’ (20th). 


There’s very little—if anything— 
on the marquee to lure anyone in- 
side the gate of the Earle this week, 
either in the way of stage attraction 
or screen fare. 

Monroe’s band, virtually unknown 
here, stacks up musically with the 
other jitteroo outfits that have shown 


here and seems to score with the 
younger set down front. The tall, 
goodlooking Monroe works hard. In 
fact, he works too hard. He could 


very well cut down on his number 
of appearances before the mike. 
Monroe could also delete several of 
the oneratic numbers he_ essays. 
They slow down the band’s stint to 
a crawl, once he gets it in high with 
pop stuff. Best in his vocal reper- 
toire are ‘Maria Elena’ and ‘Donkey 
Serenade,’ which he yodels in a 
throbbing baritone. 


Marylin Duke, a looker, gives out 
with the popular ‘Hut-Sut’ and 
‘Daddy.’ (Don’t the canaries sing 
anything else these days?) Ziggy 
Talent is amusing in his stint with 
his version of Joe E. Lewis’ ‘Sam, 
You Made the Pants Too Long’ and 
‘Ants in My Pants.’- An _ encore 
brought him back with a comic 
parody on the ballad, ‘Tress.’ 


Johnny Burke’s standard dough- 
boy monolog act clicks aq little more 
solidly this trio than during the days 
before the present big fuss. Even his 
corniest gags sample, ‘They had 
two sizes in the Army—too small 
and too large’) bring guffaws from 
the stubholders.) 


The Biltmorettes, femme trio, have 
an entertaining turn with . number 
of difficult acro routines, including 
some adroit tumbling through twist- 
in? rones. ; 

Biz Friday evening was just fair. 

Shal. 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 
Paul Whiteman Orch (17), Jack 
Guilford, Robinson Twins, Dolly 
itchell, Frank Howard, Mike Pinga- 
= Murray McEachren, Buddy 
Weed, Willie Rodriguez; ‘Barnacle 
Bil’ (MQ). 








A guy still has to pay off on Paul 
Whiteman. He’s a better than even 
bet the minute he steps on any stage; 
half way through the odds are way 
out of line and at the finish they're 
positively exorbitant. The King of 
Jazz he was, he still is and the 
crown will probably be his as long 
as he cares to hold it. Since the 
good old days, the Whiteman band 
has changed personnel more often 
that the presidents of a South Ameri- 
can republic, but the magic of his 
name remains potent enough to 
grab off the top men in the biz. 


That’s particularly evident in his 
present setup. It’s a solid, substan- 
tial, showy outfit, fortified to the 
hilt in every department and a crew 
that makes plenty of music, the 
Whiteman way, of which there is 
little better. Regular lay-out has 
three trumpets, two trombs, three 
fiddles, five reeds, bass, drums, piano 
and banjo, but flock of the men 
double, and Whiteman can put half 
dozen fiddles or seven or eight 
saxes in the field any time he wants. 
It’s a versatile gang, but then he has 
always had a versatile gang, so that 
isn’t news. 

Just as always, what Whiteman’s 
peddling is real jazz; the brasses are 
outspoken and the reeds and strings 
keep the undertones sweetly mel- 
low. ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ of course, 
continues to be the opener—White- 
man wouldn’t be Whiteman without 
it—‘Intermezzo,’ with an arrange- 
ment that’s different, is a high spot 
and, for a finish, there’s a medley of 
tunes Whiteman originally made 
famous, with Buddy Weed, Mike 
Pingatore, Willie Rodriguez and flock 
of others getting their innings. Weed 
makes the piano sing with ‘I Got 


Rhythm’ and Pingatore’s still a whiz! 


on the banjo and brings the house 
down with his flying fingers. 

Whiteman’s carrying two new 
vocalists, Dolly Mitchell and Frank 
Howard. Former he introduces as a 
17-year-old and she’s a little lady 
with lots of class. Doesn’t look like 
the regulation band singer and re- 
sembles a sub-deb or a _ Vassar 
sophomore, and has a voice with 
Oomph in it. Held the spotlight for 
five numbers at this viewing, click- 
ing heaviest with ‘Hut Sut’ and 
‘Daddy.’ Howard’s a good-looking 
fellow with a basso-baritone pipes 
and could easily become a femme 
pash. There’s a nasal something 
that creeps into his voice every once 
in a while, but since it isn’t contin- 
uous it can probably be easily, cor- 
rected. Otherwise, he has what it 
takes. 

Jack Guilfora proves his clever, 
sophisticated stuff is just as salable 
to a four-bit audience as it is to a 
$3.30 crowd (‘Meet the People’) or a 
cover charge clientele (Cafe So- 
ciety). Young comic cleans up on 
everything, his chatter, his slow mo- 
tion sportslight and finally his satire 
on ‘Coming Attractions,’ whodunits 
and ‘Dr. Kildares.’ Has an engag- 
ing, effortless manner and he’s won- 
drously graphic both audibly and 
visually. Mopped up here. Robin- 
s0n Twins, boy and a girl and couple 
of cute redheads, are the other out- 
side act and their hoofing turn is 
Okay if slightly conventional. An- 
other click is Murray McEachren, 
the one-man band who unlike most 
one-man bands doesn’t merely give a 
flock of instruments the old one-two 
brush-off, but actually plays them 
and good. He also batons the band 
while the acts are on. 

Biz fine at last show tonight, with 
full house upstairs and down. And 
the mercury hovering around 100. 

Cohen. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 2. 
Gordon & Rogers, The Three 
Kings, Maxine Turner, Seror Twins, 
Lester Harding, Herb Six house 
orch, Kenneth Heim; ‘Dance Hall’ 
(20th). 





Entertainment average is improved 
On this bill over past couple of 
weeks, mainly on the individual ap- 
peal of each act. None hits espe- 
cially high spots, but all have a 
little more than average to offer. 
The Six crew leads with a special 
arrangement on ‘Friendly Tavern 
Polka’ and Miss Turner follows to 
turn in a pair of control terp rou- 
tines. Her dancing is limber and 
varied and she has looks on her side. 
Lester Harding takes over aS m.c. 
te bring on Kenneth Heim, blind, 
am-winning trumpet player. 

Neat bit is offered by the Seror 
twosome, identical twins. Make a 
great deal of play over their re- 
semblances, topping this department 
with the inevitable mirror washing. 
Also contribute some novelty stunts, 
best of which is their picking mu- 
Sical tunes out of each other's coats. 
Harding turns his baritone on the 
Patriotic range and makes Irving 
Berlin’s ‘Any Bonds Today’ readily 
acceptable as his solo chore. 

Work of the Three Kings, strong 


nan with duo of fem balancers, is’ 


accomplished enough to get them out 
of the usual opening spot for acros 
and spot them on the far side of 
mid-show. They have devised sev- 
eral ways of pyramiding three high 
in precarious positions. 

Closing 12 minutes are filled by 
Freddy Gordon and Jimmy Rogers, 
colored lads with line of rhythm 
songs, chatter and terping Like 
most colored performers, their best 
| work is terping, in which they fea- 
; ture the jumping splits. Songs are 
so-so and their chatter material is 
,dusty. Two work hard and give 
| some of the flare needed to close the 
| 45 minutes. Quin. 





HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, Aug. 3. 


‘Stardust Revue’ with Mary Ahlers, 
| Bob Stickney, Bill Herson, Three 
'Girls in Blue, the Claytons (2), 
Norman Young, Fort Meade Fun- 
| sters (3), Floryne Neuberger, Con- 
stanza Greco, Baltimore Rockettes 
(16), Felice Iula and House Orch 
(13); ‘The Reluctant Dragon’ (RKO). 








| Annual revue staged in tieup with 
the Baltimore News-Post by Ted 
| Routson makes for good supporting 
portion to film on tap. Nicely set 
up and highlighted by Meda Cor- 
| dova’s well-trained chorus routines, 
current layout plays okay right up 
to finale, a stirring Pan-American 
| picture number. 


Following opening vocal _ by 
Mary Ahlers, chorus, coming on 
|from audience, starts things with 
| precision stuff, after which Bob 
| Stickney, on stilts, gives out with all- 
| right legemania. Makes way for Bill 
| Herson, from WBAL here and cur- 
|rently on tap as m.c., to bring on 
|Three Girls in Blue, harmony trio. 
'Do arrangements of ‘Hut Sut’ and 
| ‘Let’s Get Away From It All.’ Gals 
/sing well and set matters for the 
Claytons, boy and girl whip-cracking 
and lariat team, who strike note for 
| cowboy hoofery by line, a bellringer 
| very nicely spotted. 

| Norman Young, legit vocalist, 
‘takes hold for musical comedy 
| medley followed by ‘Old Man River,’ 
after which the Fort Meade Fun- 
| sters, trio of draftees from nearby 
| Fort Meade, contribute real punch 
|; with mouth-organ playing, army 
gags and hoofery, all well sold and 
| surefire for any audience. Hoofery 
| by Weldon O’Toole, one of trio, 
|shows possible professional back- 
| ground. 


| Herson takes hold next with some 
| vocalizing at piano accompanied by 
|clarinet, bull fiddle and _ electric 
| guitar down front from house orch. 


Gives out with ‘Everything Happens 


To Me,’ and ‘Stop Kissin’ My Sister,’ | 


nicely delivered and just enough. 
Elaborate finale, with portion of 
gals whacking castanets to solo by 
Floryne Neuberger, followed by 
some conga motif and a sockaroo 
solo dance in flamenco style by Con- 
stanza Greco, builds to big show 
girl parade. Girls in typical native 
costumes are brought on with flags 
of Pan-American countries, climaxed 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 


Atlantic City, Aug. 3. 
Rochester, Frances Faye, The 
Kidoodlers (3), Kenny and Norris, 
| Joey Rardin, Gae Foster Ballet (16), 
Ben Yost Singers (8), Dick Dhna, 





| Pinkie Lee, Bobby Morris, Ryan and! 


Benson, Walter Morton, Music Hall 
Orch (9). 





Eddie Anderson, ‘Rochester’ of 
Jack Benny’s radio show, talks and 
sings and dances as top name of good 
| vaude bill at Frank Gravatt’s Stee] 
Pier on another peak week-end. 
Raspy voiced comedian got big hand 
on appearance at opening show Sun- 
day (3), and drew laughs with his 
chatter. 

However, his announcement that a 
| big surprise was in store for audi- 
ence because of a visit of someone 
they would like to see, etc., and ask- 


ing for big hand of welcome. was | 


|not so good. Steel Pier audiences 
| are accustomed to seeing screen and 
| radio stars in person, and many in 
| audience who believed Jack Benny 
| Was appearing got a marked let-down 
when’ Rochester remarked: ‘Mr. 
Benny would like to have heard 
that.’ 

His trucking and jitterbug routine 
| with Kitty Murray, plump colored 
girl, clicks. Caleb Peterson, who has 
joined Rochester’s act, does excel- 
lently with dramatic vocalizing of 
| ‘Old Man River.’ 
| Frances Faye, who is topbilled for 
| week after Rochester’s weekend 
here, warbles two numbers in lusty 
tones. They are ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter’ and ‘Beat Me Daddy’ to 
her own piano accompaniment. Joe 
Rardin, who bears marked resem- 
blance to Jimmy Cagney, does some 
excellent imitations of cornet, slide 
trombone and bagpipes through nose 
and mouth, His gags and imitations 
of various auto horns and drivers is 
good for chuckles. He winds up 
with dramatic impersonation of Cag- 
ney in death scene from ‘Angels with 
| Dirty Faces.’ 

Kenny and Norris put on a neat 
comedy trapeze act, combining talent 
with clowning antics. Team breaks 
up after this week, when Kenny 
goes into the army. The Kidoodlers, 
comedy instrumentalists, provide 
some tuneful rhythms with their 
various-sized instruments and nove] 
gadgets. Gae Foster Girls appear in 
| two colorful numbers; first in Span- 
' ish dance with tambourines and later 
in waiting-for-the-train number. 

Ben Yost Singers warble ‘Strike 
|Up the Band’ and later, attired in 
| white fiannels and colored sashes, 
| they sing ‘Amapola,’ joining the Fos- 
ter girls in their Spanish number. 

} Comedy bits are interspersed by 
| the end men of Frank Elliott’s min- 
strels, with Dick Dana as m.c. Pinkie 

Lee’s turn before mike with Dana 
|as straight is good, ditto his song 
and dance number. 
| Eight shows skedded. Sunday, as 
|on previous day, when high temps 
| brought huge crowd to shore. Other 
| attractions thrown in for 83c admis- 
|sion included Abbott and Costello’s 
j}new film, ‘Hold That Ghost’ (U); 
Jimmy Dorsey’s orch in Marine Ball- 
room; outdoor circus; winter sports; 











Gautier Bricklayers and Children’s | 


Theatre. Carter. 


| by Canada and the Stars and Stripes, | 


to the accompaniment of the ‘Star 


details. 
| Biz good. 


| PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 31. 


Burm. 








Rube Wolf and Orch (14), Low, | 
Hite and Stanley, Bobby Gilbert, 
Barbarina and Pals, Fanchonettes 


(20); ‘Shepherd of the Hills’ 
and ‘Sweetheart of 
(Col). 


(Par) 
the Campus’ 





; Rube Wolf, backed up by the 
Fanchonettes and a couple of vaude 
turns, sums up as substantial fare 
here. It’s a combo of vaudeville and 
presentation house fodder which 
|}goes over well. Wolf nifties 
handles his crew deftly, getting the 
best results from solo efforts. by 
clarinet, accordion, trumpet, sax and 
other players. His arrangements are 
| suitable for family house trade, 
| though not of the most recent vin- 
tage. A medley of snatches from 


returns, 


Aside from Wolf, the outstanding 
turn on the bill is Low, Hite and 
Stanley. This trio comprising a 
midget, a seven-foot, nine-inch giant 
and an average-sized citizen, un- 
cork a topnotch comedy routine. 
Boys click as hoofers with smooth 
routines which are not sold entire- 
ly on wide disparity in size of the 
performers. Laughs are plentifu’. 
with Low being employed to advan- 
tage in scraps with the other two. 

Fanchonettes form the _ colorful 
and eye-filling mainstay of the show. 
Gals are expertly routined and im- 
press strongly as a flash attraction 
with precision and tap dancing num- 
bers. Bobby Gilbert wets over with 
violin gagging in collaboration with 
Wolf. Barbarina clicks with a clever 
novelty dog act. The Poms are cute 
|and well trained, while the girl dis- 
'plays gams liberally and does an 
acrobatic number with one of the 
pooches balancing on her torso. — 
Mori 





Spangled Banner,’ all in front of a/| 
colorful cyc. of flags and patriotic | 


and | 


popular numbers comes in for handy | 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 
Monroe and Grant, Three Fresh- 
men, Lathrop and Lee, Al Bernie 
|Uncle Harry Jamboree with Aunt 
| Agnes; ‘The Bad Man’ (MQ). 


| tien 





This week’s bill, with the WGN 
Uncle Harry Jamboree (New Acts), 
is sure stuff for the youngsters. 


Otherwise it ranks as just average 
entertainment. 


Opening are four straight vaude-| 


ville acts which save the show, start- 
ing off with Monroe and Grant, 
trampoline act. Turn consists of two 
men, one working in comedy attire, 
who do a series of well executed 
tricks. There are a multitude of 
laughs and act scores well. 


Following are Lathrop and Lee, 
classy man and woman tap team, 
who offer a subtle exhibition of terp- 
ing. Woman does a swell solo bit, 
which is topper of the act, and shows 
her to be a really fine hoofer. Ap- 
pearance equally clean and impres- 
sive. 
| Al Bernie is on for his familiar bit 
|of mimicry and manages to get great 
results by use of some bright gags. 

Male hand-balancing trio, the 
Freshmen, displays a neat assort- 
ment of tricks, interspersed with 
some okay comedy to win the house 


over. Act has improved since its 
last showing here and was well re- 
ceived. Following these straight, 


vaudeville acts, Uncle Harry’s Jam- 
boree takes over for the balance of 
| the show. 
Biz good first show Saturday. 
Gold. 


TO RAZE HISTORIC THEATRE 
Mexico City, Aug. 5. 

Demolition is scheduled shortly for 
the historic T-atro Hideo, one of 
the oldest local playhouses. 

The Hidalgo is booked to go in 
| plans the civic administration has ape 
| proved for affording the city yet an- 
ther boulevard. 





Night Club Reviews 


_ CLUB MODERNE, S. F. 





Heller. Yacht Club’s regular host 
and m.c., Jackie Heller, is out of the 





| |piace for several weeks, playing 
San Francisco, July 31. | other niteries, as well as theatres, in 
Gertrude Niesen, Jack Marshall,' the east. Cohen. 


Rosita and Deno, Rayburn So eiso| mececiiaaararcemmaed 

(6), Carlton Ackley’s Ork (5); $1. 

be Act Blue Room, New Orleans 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


| 





Seeking to lift this 250-cover 
| Stieet-level spot out of the doldrums, New Orleans, Aug. 1. 
| Joe Merello has called in Sam Rosey, Tito Coral, Rosita Rios, Estelle and 
| whose initial prescription is a show Leroy, Victoria Cordova, Samba 
headed by Gertrude Niesen. Tonic Sirens and Del Casino’s Orch; $1.50 
|should prove’ beneficial, opening minimum week days, $2.50 Satur- 
|night being better than usual, al-. days. 
thouga crowd was slow in coming _ 
|and caused first show to be set back Giving every indication of being 
‘half an hour. the biggest draw this class spot has 
Running 45 minutes, first portion eyer had, the Copacabana Revue is 
is zipped at a fast tempo, then un- ag crackerjack show in pace and en- 
|dergoes a change of pace after tn€ tertainment. It is a departure from 
| final line number to give Miss Niesen usual policy of town’s leading nitery 
|free reign to set her Own mooas, and a credit to the management. 
| which run the gamut and close the Room was sold out completely on 
show. At the opener she had to opening night. 
fignt oit a drunk who wanaered onto Revue is comprised of a bevy of 
, the fioor, but overcame the upset for Latin American names, line group of 
a sock finish which had the crowd jookers with nifty chassis and oomph, 
| with her 100%. At show caught. and Del Casino’s band. 

torcher opened with ‘Wark wyes,’ . il a aaa 

7; : ‘ AEE ye Per Mt Entertainment gets underwav with 

| following with “My Man’ and ‘Mama . rousing singing and dancing open- 
| YO Quiero,’ encoring with ‘Frenesi ng featuring Tito Coral, oraauen 
and ‘Oh Johnny’ with Bonnie Baker (5. °° we. Tie! ‘eet : : 

‘ : a baritone with swell pipes; Victoria 
and Mae West interoplations, which Peis ee es ? 

rte +3 fps pees Cordova, Latin songstress, and the 

got over particuluarly well. Samba Sirens, a sextet of lovelies 

With Jack Marshall as m.c., pro- who form pretty background. 
| ceedings are inaugurated by the Rosita Rios follows with a group of 
| Rayburn girls, a trim, well-matched me © “4 " ; ; 

_ : e better equatorial tunes and sells 
| line followed by Rosita and Deno, 1 . > 
: her ballads well. She _ possesses 
| who offer fast ballroom, whirlwind beauty and an ear-soothing voice 
| and Mexican clap-hands routines for 214 has plenty of tropical vigor and 
{solid returns. Pair stand about five 


; ; ; al. 
| feet and do a clear-cut job which is; *PP& , : ss 
, | Outstanding contributions are her 
| plenty neat. Femme’s purple COS Tatin versions of ‘Ferryboat Sere- 
tume is — under nitery lights. nade’ and ‘Amapola.’ 
Marshall’s own turn comes next " , e 
and is socko. He did a i2-week! Estelle and Leroy, a classy danc 


stretch at the 365 Club about a year) team, i oved ne “a ge a 
ago and has a big following here, | Tastefully a is oe-ubening 
Mangling his mobile mush into yr os cod looki ' on 
everything from Popeye to a cable-| YOUN and good looking pair are 
car conductor, he packs plenty of asset to any show. Their ~ enema 
laughs, scoring particuluarly with his the — personage ae So a 
Bopeep number (a Disneyish fan- | “Pine “outa Bivens ‘ee costumed 
tasy), a routine using nothing but a . . 


. : 4 - ell in their three tropical routines 
hat brim which he twists rapidly into “© : , ess 
endless combinations, and his story and contribute plenty to the succes 


of the Joe who got too much service to phe of Casino’s crew is a 
at a service station. Could have | otaple feature of the show, boys 
spent the rest of the evening on the being equally at home with sweet 
— gn Rig “gr "| ee and swing as well as the Conga and 
umber, s n ice wlett in a aes aoa 
>. . s. a sings with 
toe routine, which ties up the first rhumba rhythms. Casino sings 

















t and. foregoes batoning dur- 
half and leaves the stage to Miss ing the show for the mc. chore, 
ee tress wears a pink frock with| Which he handlef nicely without 

. a +4 ; 
black net top and bare midriff be- | being too wordy. Liuzzs. 
tween. Reportedly in here on| 
Straight salary for a flat four-week N A 
booking, plan being to run in a new 
name every four stanzas. Wern. ew cts 

YACHT CLUB, PITT. | Fraxson 
Magic 
—— 8 Mins. 
Pittsburgh, July 29. | Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
Nan Blakstone, Herman Middle- Technically Frakson is by no 








| man Orch (8), Jay Jayson, Park and| means a ‘new’ act. He was first no- 
Clifford, Virginia Manch Girls (6),) ticed at the Palace in 1926 by Con 
Shirley Heller; $1-$1.50 minimum. | who emphasized Frakson’s skill with 
ri cigarets, palming, etc., in the Car- 
night! dini manner. Since the latter’s dom- 
|spots, Yacht Club isn’t selling its; inant identity with that sort of thing, 
;summer customers — short. Name/in recent years, the progressive 
|shows that were launched early in Frakson has wisely switched around 
| spring to turn Little Jackie Heller’s| completely, using that incidentally 
| place from a big loser into a sizable’ and going in for Houdiniesque illu- 
| winner are being continued during. sions. 
warm months as well. Current The kingpin 
headliner is Nan Blakstone, who' radio. A very substantial looking 
hasn't been around since the days; practical radio, with wire cord, 
| of the old White Mansion, a swank,|} which may or may not be picking 
exclusive casino which has sinc€| up something from the air (more 
gone the way of all police protec-| likely it’s a disk that emits music 
tion. ‘and dialog) is made to. disappear 
Blakstone gal is still a slick ped-| under the fancy shawl, much in the 
dler of sophisticated song stuff, but) birdcage manner. Only this looks 
Yacht Club’s too big for her. She! more difficult. 
needs a small intimate room for her Another strong trick is the one 
type of material; double entendre in-| with the large deck of playing cards 
variably requires a clubbiness with, and the shift of the selected card 


Unlike most Pittsburgh 


is the disappearing 


the audience. By the time it filters! into a balloon. It’s an excellent 
through a big room, the Blakstone, illusion. 

metier has a tendency to lose some Frakson is a smooth and suave 
of its cleverness. Even so. she gets! performer. When the old Keith 
results, as much because of a smart! yvaude_ scouts first brought him 
head on her shoulders as through! over in ’26, the impression was that 
perseverance. For instance, she can; he’s French. Actually Spanish, his 
size up an audience. Knows just! address is still properly stilted to 
how far she can go with any given, impart that Continental touch. | He 
crowd and senses the reaction im-); clicks big at the Waldorf-Astoria s 
mediately. If reaction she wants) Starlight Roof, where caught, and is 
isn’t there, she smiles a ‘so well’ and| a cinch for sostrum or cafe floors 
switches immediately to another! anywhere. Abel. 


number. Gal’s not only clever but ———____—_—— 
also smart, except for knocking her; UNCLE HARRY JAMBOREE (6) 
brains out in such a big room. Kiddie Revue 

Visual stuff has invariably been a! 30 Mins. 
push-ove1 at this spot so smasho of) State-Lake, Chicago 
Park and Clifford is no surprise.; Well known as a kiddie radio 
They're a couple of hand-balancing | show, this act figures to draw good 
experts and as good as they come. biz wherever the program is aired. 
Some of their tricks are next thing, Presenting all kid talent, act as- 
to impossible and they mop up, but! sumes nature of an amateur show, 
clean, with the high class grip-and-| but withal is pretty fair entertain- 
| grunt repertoire. M.c. is a talented; ment. Idea of the program On the 
young man named Jay Jayson who! air is a safety club for children, and 
works his way good-naturedly into some semblance of the idea remains 
ithe graces of the audience and then jn the stage presentation. 
| gives out double-barreled with the Uncle Harry seems at home on the 
| jokes, the patter and the impersona-, stage and plays the piano to ac- 
ltions. All Jayson needs is somebody company the youngsters, injecting 
| to edit his material: most of it’s good humorous comments at frequent in- 


but could be condensed tervals. Aunt Agnes doesn’t fare so 
Virginia Manch dancers, good-| well, seeming ill at ease, and ap- 


looking line of six, not only have, parently not knowing what to do 
looks but also legs that can dance to| with herself in front of an audi- 
match. They’re on and off several ence. Kids are only fair and, out- 
‘times and give show a lift each time.) side of looking cute, have little tal- 
lMusie by Herman Middleman’s eight-) ent. : : 
piece outfit is more than just service-| However, act is good for kid audi- 
1 okay vocal sets by Shirley ences. Gold 
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B’way Still Ambling; ‘Ice, $21,500, 
Now Leads, Topping Hattie,’ $20,000 





still not in evidence and doubtful 
that it will materialize. September 
arrivals may perk up business, but 
so far residents and visitors are par- 
tial to beaches and the country. 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 





O (Operetta). 


1 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” Fulton | 
(30th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Ap- | 

ears less affected by the summer | 
et-down than any other show; last | 
week the gross was again quoted | 
over $16,000, or virtual capacity all | 
times. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (25th week) (C- | 
712: $3.30). Indications still are that 
engagement will hold over well into 
fall period: business remains solid, 
though not heavy with gate around 





$8,500; Chicago company being 
formed. 

‘Hellzapoppin. Winter Garden 
(150th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Talk- 


ing about another house when ‘Crazy 
House’ is ready, and that’s possible; 
$15,000 provides some profit. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (second 
repeat engagement) (3d week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Went up another $1,500 
and business during last week indi- 
cates that strong resumption pace 
was not a freak; quoted around $21,- 
500, quite profitable for rink show. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (90th 
week) (C-1,006; $3.30). Still making 
goodly profit weekly, but attendance 
on the offish side, with last week’s 

ross $11,500; looks sure to hold over 
into fall period. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (32d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Again quoted 
at $8,500, which is very good consid- 
ering season and conditions; figure 
topped Chicago company gross as 
previously. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (32d week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Cast changes may 
count in slipping biz, but other fac- 
tors probably more pertinent; down 
to around $12,000; management 
changed mind and talks of touring 
next month; Dave Burns replaced 
Jack Durant. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (40th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Had been 
topping list since ‘Lady in the Dark’ 
suspended, but now off; around $20,- 
000, with ‘It Happens on Ice’ the 
best money-getter now; Lorna Lynn 
replaced baby Patsy O’Connor. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Anna Sten 
mentioned to join cast in Glenda 
Farrell’s place; around $3,500; “The 
Wookey’ slated to follow in Sept. 8. 

‘The Beautiful People,” Lyceum. 
Stopped last Saturday (2) after play- 
ing 15 weeks; around $3,000; ‘Mr. 
Big’ next attraction probably in Sep- 
tember. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (36th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Confident 
that engagement will continue well 
into fall period, although business 
has been off; around $8,000. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (18th 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Although not 
capacity, is getting great business for 
drama in summertime; quoted 
around $16,600; only ‘Arsenic’ is on 
that level among straight plays. 


‘Bitter Sweet’ Opens OK 
In St. Loo; ‘Widow,’ 41G 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Bitter Sweet,’ pre- 
sented in the Municipal Theatre 
Assn.’s alfresco playhouse in Forest 
Park in 1933 and 1936, opened an- 
other one-week stand last night 
(Monday) before a mob that paid an 
estimated $4,000. Norma Terris, who 


(71st 








v 


Prat pected summer, oor. i ‘Father’ Fine $12,200 








In 9th Det. Week 


Detroit, Aug. 5. 
‘Life with Father’ is on its way to 
become an institution here as it 
enters its tenth week at the Cass 
with boxoffice still very much on the 
pleasant side. 
Ninth week was good for estimated 
fine $12,200, a drop of only $300 from 
previous week, despite heat wave. 


EILEEN, 37,600, 
ONLY SHOW 
IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Now there is only one show in the 
entire city of Chicago. and that is 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ following the duck 
last Saturday (2) of ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
after 12 weeks and Phil Baker’s 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ after five days. 

Demise of ‘Aunt’ was one of the 
quickest in the history of Chicago 
legit, and especially so for a show 
with a name background. Came in 
on Tuesday (29), drew favorable no- 
tices but failed to top $400, and in 
midweek was running under $200 per. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Studebaker (1,200 
$2.75). Opened on Tuesday (29) and 
closed on Saturday (2). Press was 
excellent but business was not, and 
the show finished quickly on a take 
under $2,500. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Erlanger (12th and 
final week) (1,400; $3.30). On final 
week zoomed to near capacity and 
took down walloping $25,000. Had 
moved into the Erlanger after five 
weeks in the mammoth 4,000-seat 
Auditorium. Show moved to Coast. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (24th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Comedy is do- 
ing steady business and is_ holding 
easily to a profitable pace; $7,600. 














Margot Grahame Plays 
Mt. Kisco Under Waiver 
Courtesy to Ben Boyar 





Margot, Grahame, former London 
legit actress and more recently in 
Hollywood, will star in a tryout of 
‘Hollywood Story’ late this month at 
the Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. She is also set to do the show 
on Broadway in the fall, if it is 
brought in. 

Ben Boyar, who has an interest in 
the play, was given a waiver yester- 
day (Tuesday) by the Equity council 
to the association’s alien rule, to per- 
mit Miss Grahame’s appearance. 


‘CABIN’ PULLS $25,000 IN 
2 L.A. WKS.; ‘JUMP’ 106 





| 








scored in the 1936 presentation, and 
Roy K. Shafer, tenor, clicked in 
bearing the brunt of the warbling 
chores. It will be the only p.a. of 
this pair during the current seascn. 

Rose Ingraham, Palmyra, Mo., 
songbird and a discovery of the 


Grand Opera Assn., made a success- | 


ful bow. Those in the supporting 
cast who click are William O’Neal, 
Joseph Macaulay, Jack Donohue, 
Ruth Urban, Bob Lawrence, Ethel 
Taylor, Maryon Dale, Frederick 
Persson and Patricia Bowman. 

‘The Merry Widow,’ the Franz 
Lehar piece that has always proved 
a coin-gatherer here, wound up 
seven-night stand Sunday (3) with 
a swell take of approximately $41,- 
000. Fine cast, o.k. weather and 
raves by crix combined to put the 
piece across. 


‘Accent’ $7,400 in A. C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 5. 
‘Accent on Youth,’ with Sylvia 
Sidney and Luther Adler, press? «»- 
roximately $7,400 for week ending 
a eday (3) at Garden Pier theati-. 
This is largest b.o. here this summer. 
The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ | 
with Taylor Holmes, opened last 
night (Monday). 








Selznick’s Play 


David O. Selznick took an option 
on ‘London Nocturne,’ legit play 
written by James Hogan, film direc- 
tor, and Tom Dugan, actor, for 
strawhat production at Locust Val- 
ley, Long Island.., 

Selznick’s idea is to produce it as 
the second of his summer stock 
shows at the Lobero. 


‘JACKET WILL 











Marblehead, Mass., Aug. 5. 

‘The Yellow Jacket,’ with Alex- 
ander Woollcott, is now reported to 
be a definite Broadway possibility 
for next fall. ‘Jacket’ is being re- 
vived by North Shore Players here 
Aug. 11 with Woolleott, Harpo 
Marx, Rex O'Malley and Fay Wray. 

Jane Cowl will star in ‘Candida’ 
for the first time at this same the- 
atre, week of August 18. 





Molnar Preem 


Gloucester, Mass., Aug. 5. 
Oscar Serlin is staging the world 
premiere of ‘The King’s Maid,’ by 
Ferenc Molnar, at Bass Rocks the- 
atre here Aug. 25! This is the first 
play Molnar has written since com- 
ing to the U. S. in January, 1940, as 
a refugee from Hungary. Sam Jaffe 
and Teresa Wright will play the lead 
roles, and Martin Manulis, co-man- 
ager of the strawhat, will direct. 
Both Serlin and Molnar will come 
to Gloucester next week when re- 
hearsals_start. 





Ann Corio De-Bumped 
Fitchburg, Mass., Aug. 5. 

Ann Corio boarded at the’ home 
of a local minister here last week 
but it carried no weight with the 
town censors. They ordered a bump 
—which she never resorts to in bur- 
ley—deleted from ‘The Barker.’ 

Peeler renewed last week the 
strawhat tour which was interrupted 
when she broke her ankle about a 
month ago in doing an over-strenu- 
ous Tondeleyo in ‘White Cargo.’ 
She’s playing Metunuc, R. IL, this 
week. 





Selznick’s ‘Dundass’ 


Santa Barbara, Aug. 8. 

‘Lottie Dundass,’ by Enid Bangold, 
British playwright, is slated as the 
second play in David O. Selznick’s 
summer stock season at the Lobero 
theatre. 

Show opens Aug. 13, following the 
opener, ‘Anna Christie. Star and 
east are still to be named. 





Big ‘Colony’ Biz 
Manteo, N. C., Aug. 5. 

Paul Green’s ‘The Lost Colony,’ 
currently in its fifth summer at the 
Waterside theatre here cn Roanoke 
Island, is having a record season. 
Attendance for 20 performances dur- 
ing July was about 5,000 more than 
for 25 performances in July of last 
year. 

Decreased rainfall is credited with 
some of the improved business, but 
an added factor is believed to be the 
unprecedented number of _ tourist 
visitors. 





‘Finest Hour’ Tryout 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 8. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 5. 
| ‘Cabin in the Sky’ wound up with 
estimated $13,000 on the _ second! 
|} and final week of engagement at the 
Biltmore, representing a neat $25,000 
| for the two-week stay. It bowed out! 
| Saturday night (2), giving way to| 
incoming ‘Hellzapoppin’, which re- 
lights the Biltmore tomorrow night 
| (Wednesday) for a fortnight and 
| will be followed by ‘Tobacco Road.’ | 


| Other colored musical here, Duke 
| Ellington’s ‘Jump for Joy,’ at the 
Mayan, is still going strong with ap-| 
| proximately $10,000 for the fourth 
|} week. Ellington show, which has 
| been considerably revamped, con- 
|tinues to draw heavily from the 
negro colony. 

; ‘The Vinegar Tree,’ with Billie 
| Burke, completed a six-week stay at| 
the El Capitan, Aug. 2, with $7,000.| 
House goes dark pending another 
booking. 


Show Off’ $6,600 in S.F. 











} 
} 


| way for ‘Quiet, Please.’ 





San Francisco, Aug. 5. 
Fourth week of Joe E. Brown’s 
‘The Show Off’ at Duffy’s Alcazar 
collected estimated $6,600, okay. 


Stays a fifth frame, then makes 


‘Their Finest Hour,’ new play by 
J. Franklin Jones, radio scripter 
and former actor, being tried out this 
week at the Pine Grove Playhouse, 
Cambridge Springs, Pa. Brock 
Pemberton has been working with 
author on some revisions. 

Jones is a Pittsburgher and got 
his start here with old George Sharp 
stock company, but for last several 
years has been in New York writ- 
ing radio shows. 





Previews for Soldiers 


Marion, Mass., Aug. 5. 

Cledge Roberts, manager and di- 
rector of the Harbor Playhouse here, 
located a few miles from Camp Ed- 
wards on Cape Cod, is giving the 
soldiers a break and they are pro- 
viding him a test-preview audience 
each week. 

Boys in khaki are given a preview 
every Tuesday night at 25c a head 
and the Army convoys up to 500 
offcers and privates to the play- 
house. 





Up Price for Ian Keith 


St. Louis, Aug. 5. 
For the second time this season 





the Civic theatre, St. Louis County 


G0 10 BWAY 


Inside Stuff —Legit 


Irving Berlin will operate the Music Box, N. Y., which was actively 
handled by the late Sam H. Harris. That was decided on when Berlin was 
named by the board of directors as treasurer of the 239-247 West 45th 
Street Corp., the post held by the late showman. Widow, Mrs. Kathleen N 
(China) Harris, was elected secretary. Balance of the board are Dennis F. 
O’Brien, Lee and J. J. Shubert. Latter are respectively president and Vp. 
of the owning company, 

Shuberts, however, do not control, as their stock interest is one-third of 
the corporation. Berlin and the Harris estate own one-third each and 
voted together at the board meeting. Other executors of the estate who 
voted that portion of the stock with Berlin are George M. Cohan, Mrs, 
Harris and O’Brien. 

Same staff is expected to remain at the Music Box, with Morris Jacobs, 
general manager, and William G. Norton the house manager. Moss Hart, 
co-author of ‘Lady in the Dark, final production made by Harris, is now 
the titular manager of the show, which relights at the Alvin on Labor Day. 
He has signatured the cast’s contracts for next season. Late showman wag 
one of the managers not required to post salary guarantees with Equity, 
but the new management must do so and $12,000 was placed on deposit for 
that purpose. Paramount has a considerable financial interest in ‘Lady.’ 








United Booking Office watched with interest the business drawn by 
‘Native Son’ at Maplewood, N. J., last week. Much to the surprise of the 
house management, the draw was strong at matinees, getting $700 at 77¢ 
last Wed. (30) afternoon. Indieated that ‘Son’ is one of the shows that UBO 
will take an interest in next season because of the road possibilities. ‘Son’ 
played the St. James, N. Y., staged by Orson Welles in a spectacular 
manner, but closed around $35,000 in the red despite critics’ praise. 

Maplewood showing and other summer bookings are under stock con- 

itions, show presently being operated by Wee & Leventhal, with Canada 
Lee and Anne Burr, of the original cast, appearing. As a stock attraction, 
local settings are okay, but, when and if the show tours regularly, stage- 
hands’ requirement calls for 27 men in the crew, as at the St. James. 
Unless a concession is made by the union, it is not certain that the show 
will go out. 





John Golden is expected to open an office in Chicago, principally for 
press purposes in advance of two attractions, probably the first incomers 
in the Loop for the new season. John Pollock and Gertrude Bromberg 
trained for the stand Monday (4), one month ahead of ‘Claudia’ and 
‘Theatre,’ slated to open at the Selwyn and Harris theatres. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner will star in ‘Theatre,’ adapted from a Somerset 
Maugham story. Leads for ‘Claudia’ will be set this week, principally the 
selection of a young actress to play the title part. Other principals 
mentioned as engaged are Don Wood, Beverly Bayne and Margaret 
McNamara, Original ‘Claudia’ is expected to holdover at the Booth, N. Y,, 
until Thanksgiving. 

Monday evening Golden presented defense bonds to all the cast, staff and 
crew of ‘Claudia’ in celebrating of its 200th performance. Bonds valued 
at $200 were the average gift. Total amount around $3,000. 





John Peter Toohey and Benny Kornzweig will press agent the new 
George S. Kaufman-Edna Ferber play which Max Gordon will present. It 
is the play that the late Sam H. Harris was to have produced. Kaufman 
will be co-producer, but whether his name will be used in the billing has 
not been decided. Show is due into the Music Box, N. Y., early in the fall, 
but there is some differences over sharing terms. ‘Mr. Big,’ which is slated 
into the Lyceum, will be Kaufman’s first show as a producer on his own. 

Toohey and Kornzweig will not be on the payroll until Aug. 15. Same 
press Office will continue to be the press contact for ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 
Alvin, resuming Labor Day. 





Boxoffice of the Alvin, N. Y., has reopened for the sale of tickets for 
‘Lady in the Dark.’ When the show suspended early in June tke b.o. re- 
mained as is for a time, but it was decided that the relighting date for 
‘Lady’ was too far in advance to keep a staff on the job. 

Extra space ads were inserted in the dailies Monday (4) announcing 
the ticket sale. It is made clear that the resumption’s start will be Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, one evening after Labor Day, there being a sell-out party booked 
on the latter evening. 





Nocky Johnson, political boss of southern New Jersey who was given 
the limit of 10 years in jail for tax evasions last week plus a $20,000 fine, 
was rather well-known to skow people, dating from the time when major 
musicals opened at Atlantic City. He was also interested in night clubs at 
the resort, principally through his friendship for name aartists. His 
marriage to a former show girl, Florence Osbeck, the evening before the 
severe punishment was meted out, was an ironic touch. 





Joseph W. McGovern was appointed special master to determine the 
amount of damages suffered by Nellie Harris for the plagiarism of her 
husband’s book in the play, ‘Oscar Wilde,’ by Gilbert Miller, Norman 
Marshall, Leslie and Sewell Stokes and Heron Productions. Judge Vincent 
Leibell in N.Y. federal court had ruled that the defendants had appropri- 
ated material from Frank Harris’ ‘Oscar Wilde, His Life and Confessions’ 
for their play. Profits are estimated to be approximately $80,000. 


CORNELIA SKINNER 
IS EQUITY’S 2ND V.P. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner and Dudley 
Digges were named vice-presidents 
of Equity yesterday (Tuesday) by 
the council, to serve until the next 
annual meeting in June, 1942. Miss 
Skinner succeeds Florence Reed as 
second vice-president, and Digges 





strawhatter, has tilted its admish 
scale when a name actor has been 
brought here to play a lead role. 
Ian Keith, in ‘Twentieth Century,’ 
gets underway tonight (Tuesday) 
with the usual admish of $1.12 hiked 
to $1.68. Several weeks ago, Philip 
Merivale played in ‘The Talley 
Method’ at $2.20. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 6-17) 











‘Anna Christie’ (Ingrid Bergman) 
—Curran, San Francisco (6-16). 


‘Charley’s Aunt’ (Phil Baker)— 
Brighton, Brighton Beach, N. Y. 
(11-16). 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (6-16). 


‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington)— 
Mayan, Los Angeles (6-16). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Cass, Detroit (6-16). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, 
(6-16). 

‘Native Son’—Windsor, Bronx, N. 
Y. (6-10); Flatbush, Brooklyn (12- 
17). 

‘Quiet Please’—Alcazar, San Fran- 
cisco (7-13), 

‘Show Off? (Joe E. Brown)—Alca- 
zar, San Francisco (6). 

‘Vinegar Tree’ (Billie Burke, Paul 
Cavanagh)—El Capitan, Hollywood 


Chi. 








(6-16). 





replaces Peggy Wood as fourth vice- 
president. 

Miss Reed and Miss Wood resigned 
the offices and as council members 
in protest over the recent re-election 
of Alan Hewitt to council of an in- 
dependent ticket. 





Jessica Tandy Set 


Jessica Tandy, British actress, 
whose last Broadway appearance 
was in ‘The White Steed,’ is set for 
the part of the villainous Abigail Hill 
in ‘Anne of England,’ which Gilbert 
Miller will place in rehearsal about 
Sept 1 for an opening at the St. 
James, N. Y., Oct. 1. She will be 
featured in support of Flora Rob- 
son. 

Adaptation by Mary Cass Canfield 
and Ethel Borden. from Norman 
Ginsbury’s ‘Viceroy Sarah,’ which 
was tried out last summer at Deer- 
trees theatre, Harrison, Me., has 
current historical connotations. 




















Wednesday, August 6, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 51 





Claim Shuberts Can't Control League, 
Despite ( Operating 23 Bway Houses 





Although the Shuberts undeniably 
will operate a distinct majority of 
Broadway legit houses (23 out of 
87), it is stated that they cannot 
control the League of New York 
Theatres, despite some opinion to the 
contrary. Pointed out that the Shu- 
berts have but one.vote in the 
League, same going for any other 
members who may have multiple 
theatrical enterprises. 


That was set forth in letters sent 
by the League to the half dozen 
producers who withdrew last win- 
ter, when other managers threatened 
suit against the Dramatists Guild 
over changes in the basic agreement. 
Since then the rift has healed and 
it is claimed that the League mem- 
bership is more in harmony than at 
any time heretofore. Invitation to 
rejoin also included the suggestion 
that the League should be entirely 
representative and as all showmen 
necessarily operate under contracts 
arranged by the League with the 
various unions, all should partici- 
pate in the making of such agree- 
ments. Participation in the ex- 
pense of the League was made a 
secondary matter. 

Those who withdrew included the 
playwrights, Oscar Serlin, Lindsay 
and Crouse and George Abbott, most 
of them being members of the Guild 
also. When legal proceedings were 
started, a leading author-manager 
declared that it was inspired by the 
Shuberts, who had threatened to 
‘get’ the Guild, allegations in the 
complaint being that the latter was 
a monopoly. Indicated at the time 
that the Shuberts controlled the 
managers body. 

Dues to the League consist of pay- 
ment of $10 weekly for each week a 
theatre is lighted, same sum being 
payable from shows when playing 
If all 23 houses were lighted during 
the season the Shuberts would pay 
$230 per week, plus $10 on each 
show they present. 

League has a rule that no man- 
agement is required to pay more 
than $3,000 per year in total, no mat- 
ter how many shows and houses are 
in the same hands. That rule was 
claimed to have been adopted for 
the benefit of the Shuberts. Move 
was made to rescind, placing al! 
managers on the $10 per week per 
show and per house basis, but the 
idea was shelved. With the Shuberts 
having such a flock of theatres un- 
der their control, however, the mat- 
ter may again be threshed out. 


3 Mpls. Houses Invite 
Wreckers; Would Leave 


Town Minus Legit Site 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

Minneapolis will be without a 
home for legit roadshows this sea- 
son if insurance company owners of 
the Lyceum, 2,300-seater, go through 
with proposed plans to wreck the 
structure to save taxes. 

There also are reports that the 
4,000-seat Minnesota now in receiver- 
ship and dark, will be torn down for 
a parking lot. There is no tenant in 
prospect for the house. 

Still another Minneapolis theatre, 
the Alvin, recently badly 
by fire, may not be repaired. It is 
the only spot available for burlesque. 


CHI AUD GOES DARK 


Attempts by Citizens to Keep It 
Open Fail 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

Auditorium theatre and _ hotel 
finally went dark on midnight July 
31 despite all the attempts of civic- 
minded citizens and authorities to 
Save the town’s most notable the- 
atrical landmark and acknowledgedly 
one of the world’s finest theatres. 
Auditorium shuttered when the Con- 
gress hotel, across the street, served 
notice that it would no longer serv- 
ice Auditorium property with light 
and heat, an arrangement which had 
existed from the beginning. 

Meanwhile, the Auditorium Music 


Foundation, recently formed for the | 


express purpose of saving the prop- 
erty from demolition, continues to 
Struggle with the maze of involve- 
ments of tax, water, light and heat 


bills, ete., and continues to hope that | 


it may be able to get the house open 
again by Nov. 1. 


‘North, Chi Literary 
Ed, Wins Play Prize 


Sterling North, Uterary editor of 


the Chicago Daily News, received 
the nominal award for the best orig- 
inal play, ‘Barly to Bedlam,’ pre- 
sented through Marjorie Montgomery 
Ward Baker and the Oconomowoc. 
(Wis.) Coach House Theatre, which 
is headed by Thoda Cocroft, press 
agent and chief of the American 
Theatre Society-Theatre Guild in 
Chicago. 

Due to recent sale of the Wisconsin 
estate there is no Coach House sea- 
son this summer, but, in order to 
keep up interest among playwrights, 
a nominal award of $25 for the best 
script was decided upon, instead of 
the regular $300. 

New housing plans for the Coach 
House for next season, however, are 
underway. 


Saroyan Yanks 
People’ After 


15 Dizzy Wks. 


After spectacular stunts attracted 
attention to William Saroyan’s ‘The 
Beautiful People’ at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., but not much business, the 
play finally folded Saturday (2), 
after playing 15 weeks. Saroyan had 
his last fling, following a ‘posi- 
tively last week, we think’ announce- 
ment. For one day the ads were 
changed to read the last times and 
then went on to announce: ‘Next 
season, best play of the year again; 
‘Jim Dandy.’ If it’s a Saroyan play, 
it’s got a plot.’ 

There was quite a difference of 
opinion over whether there was a 
plot in ‘People,’ but the author had 
grounds for the ‘best play’ idea, be- 
cause half a dozen critics said so 
when they voted on the annual 
award. ‘Dandy’ is one of Saroyan’s 
new flock of scripts. 

In his telegraphic message from 
the Coast to shutter ‘People,’ he 
added: ‘And don’t give away any 
dishes or tips on horses.’ That prob- 
ably referred to his earlier idea of 
giving patrons their money back if 
they didn’t like the play—or even 











damaged | 


if they did. A number of people, 
mostly those who had 55ce tickets for 
the gallery, did get the kickback, but 
most of those who attended during 
a period of two and one half weeks 
| didn’t have the nerve or the inclina- 
'tion to get the refund. 

Whether Saroyan made coin with 
‘People’ is not certain, although he 
|claimed the cost of production had 
been earned back some weeks ago. 
|The play operated in the red dur- 
| ing the past month of its engage- 
|} ment. 

‘People’ is slated for two 
with Wee & Leventhal early in Sep- 
tember, but may play Ailantic City 
| before then and goes to the road in 
the fall. Saroyan sent a 188-word 
salute by wire to the cast on 
closing day which. read: ; 

‘As the time for the final curtains 
fall draws near, let me send each of 
vou sincere thanks and warm re- 
gards. Through you the theatre ha 
;}once again demonstrated its youtn 
| fulness, revealed the source of its en- 


|durance, and proved its capacity to; 


accept and refine the life and talent 
| of its time. ‘The Beautiful People’ 
|now stands as a mark of easy-going 
|punctuation in the chronicle of our 
| theatre—something casual like 4a 
| comma—halting the necessary phrase, 
|to make way for another. Marks of 
punctuation are more difficult to ap- 
| preciate than the language they con- 
ltrol or create, but even so, your 
faker in establishing this play con- 
stitutes another triumph for the the- 


| atre and for the people it serves. | 


| Asking and giving no quarter but 
\faith, the contest has been well 
| waged by both sides, and has proved 
| itself well worth the waging. As 
| always in the best contests, the op- 
ponent has been no enemy, and the 
| victor has been no fool with a 
| sledge-hammer and a dollar’s worth 
lof supper—but anybody with a smile 


weeks | 


the | 


Taking the Bows 


Toledo, Aug. 5. 
John W. Ehrile, managing director 
of the Toledo Civic Opera Ass’n, and 
his wife, Electa Leonard, are the 
leads im the ‘New Moon,’ final pro- 
gram of the four-week current sea- 
s0n at the Zoological Park amphi- 
theatre, which opened Monday (4). 
Other principals are Lucius Metz, 
John Tyers, Detmar Poppen, W. J. 
McCarthy, Clifford Steele, Rowan 
Tudor, Melissa Mason, Virginia Bo- 
len, Billy Sully and Dalton Hille. 
Maurice Kelly, dance director of 
the company, and his assistant, Betty 
Yeager, also appear in the operetta. 


TWO MORE FILM 
CHAINS SET 
FATHER’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 5. 

‘Life With Father’ has been booked 
over the circuit of the Minnesota 
Amusement Co. during the coming! 
winter period. Chain is an af- 
filiate of Paramount and it is under- 
stood that the Oscar Serlin stage 
play will be presented elsewhere in 
Par-operated film houses. 

This follows the lead taken re- 
cently by RKO in opening up its 
theatres to ‘Father.’ 














B. & K. Books ‘Father’ 
Chicago, Aug. 5. 

A. W. Jones, for Balaban & Katz, 
has booked ‘Life With Father’ into 
film theatres at Rockford, Peoria, 
Springfield and Decatur, play to be 
shown during January. Other B & K 
houses are expected to be opened to 
the stage play next season. 


TREASURERS’ UNION 
ASKS CONCESSIONS 


Treasurers union has asked for 
several changes in its basic agree- 
ment with the managers, notification 
having been sent the League of New 
York Theatres. Principal proposal 
is that three people be employed in 
the boxoffice in theatres where the 
capacity is 1,000 or more—that is, if 
business warrants the added ticket 
seller. 

Most managers engage a third per- 
son for successes or during the period 
of strong business. Union suggests 
that a committee of two—one from 
the League and one from the Treas- 
urers—shall decide when a third man 
should be put on. 

Third person would be paid $60 
weekly, same as the assistant treas- 
urer (treasurers are paid $65). Box- 
office union also seeks pay for pre- 
view performances, since they are 
required to be on the job whether 
tickets are gratis or not. Ancther 
concession sought is tat the ticket 
staff be put on the payroll one week 
prior to premiere, instead..cf three 
days before. 

Objection is made to the presence 
in the boxoffice proper of producers 
and company managers. Interfer- 
ence at times is claimed and, as 
ticket-sellers are under bond, other 
persons are not supposed to be with- 
in the boxoffice. Union is also look- 
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ing forward to possibilities. ‘They 
say that if the cost of living in- | 
| creases, as indicated by published in- 
dexes, they want the right to talk 
over pay hikes.ta. equalize the boost. 


} ° 
land a nickel’s worth of faith. 


luck, always. 


Good 


Letter from Saroyan 
Fresno, Calif. 





| Editor, VARIETY: 
| Here’s news: 
| Saroyan fails 
| three days. 

| William Saroyan (listed in Who’s 
| Who) last week broke another rec- 
|ord by failing to write a new play 
lin three days. Title of play was to 
|have been ‘Action, Action.’ Story 


to write play in 


|was to have involved gamblers, 
|prize-fighters, soldiers and two 
|young women, both named Hazel. 


| Writer, working easily in hometown 
|Fresno, attributed new record to 
| wonderful weather and abundance 
of relatives on hand. Writer is also 
isaid to be jiving with well-heeled 
| picture studio on deal involving $50. 
Studio wants writer’s name for $100. 





| Writer is settling for $50 and the 
| first half of his name, William. 
| Bill Saroyan 


New Equity Proposals, Including Pay 





Boost to $59, Endangering’ Strawhats 


Stooge Asks 256 For 


Injuries in Dante Bit 


St. Louis, Aug. 5 


Because he served as a volunteer 
stooge for Dante, the magician, and 
suffered injuries in a ‘spook’ 
chamber act last February, M. Jack 
Garden, an attorney, last week filed 
suit in Circuit Court for $15,000 dam- 
ages against the Southern Real 
Estate and Investment Co., owner 
and operator of the American (legit) 
theatre in which Dante appeared for 
two weeks. Garden’s petition charges 
that at the request of members of 
the act, he left his seat in the audi- 
ence to participate in the ‘spook’ 
routine. 

On reaching the stage he was 
directed to sit on a chair in a dark 
box, the petition recites, and while 


there was ‘suddenly kicked from the | 
the 
stage, suffering severe and perma- | 


box, landing on the floor of 


nent back injuries.’ 


Joint Mgr.-Agcy. 
Group Will Ask 
Wash. to Revise 


Movement has started for the 
purpose of seeking revision of the 
federal regulation as regards stamp- 
ing the price of tickets sold by agen- 
cies. Strict interpretation in Wash- 
ington of the rule as applied to 
tickets ordered over the telephone 
by brokers is recognized as an im- 
portant problem both by the agency 
men and the managers. Expected 
that that a joint delegation, for the 
first time, will seek relief for 
what is generally regarded as an 
unnecessary hardship and business 
deterrant. 

A Washington official declared 
that every ticket sold by a broker 
must be stamped with his name and 
the price charged, whether the 
ticket is actually jp his possession or 
not. A few agencies claim that when 
last-minute orders by telephone are 
made a man is sent to the theatre 
and the tickets stamped. Others say 








such a process is impossible or im-| 


practical, unless such sales are held 
to a minimum. Still others explain 
that the ticket order is stamped with 
the price paid—which the tax peo- 
ple have nixed as insufficient. 
There were 17 brokers fined from 
$100 to $500 each recently for not 
actually stamping tickets sold at the 
‘last minute’ usually by phone. They 
are aware that they are_ sub- 
ject to further punishment which 


may include incarceration for fur-| 


ther violations and therefore are if 
a quandary about selling tickets by 
phone order. 

The managers are cognizant of the 
situation and agree that the regula- 
tion should be changed, else a con- 
siderable amount of business will be 
jost. There is little last-minute sell- 
ing at this time, but a change in the 
rule is believed to be # miust before 
the new season gets into stride. 


‘PLANS N. W. CIRCUIT 


FOR DUFFY’S S.F. SHOWS 


San Francisco, Aug. 5 


H. M. Becket, of Metropolitan The- | 


atres in Seattle, has approached 
Henry Duffy with a proposal to de- 
velop a northwest circuit for shows 
Duffy is building at the Alcazar here. 
Operator seemingly is very anxious 
to route productions north and has 
specifically asked for Joe E. Brown’s 
‘Show Off,’ current. 

Can’t take show in question until 
after Labor Day, however, so that 
particular deal will hinge on what 
Brown is doing at the time, comic 
closing here this week. 


Wayburn Seeks Material 


New Wayburn, who directs a 
‘junior player’ group at the Starlight 
theatre, Pawling, N. Y., will present 
a new revue, ‘Off the Cob,’ at the 
strawhat Aug. 26-31. 
He is assembling 
Ing casting now. 


material and 


da 


| ‘If Equity makes any more rules 
that would restrict summer theatres, 
they will all close,” was the observae 
tion of a well-informed member 
when told of the number of proposals 
made in council recently. While it 
is generally conceded that many 
rural shops are faring exceptionally 
well so far this season, there are 
plenty which aren't and reported 
just about getting by. 

Whether the suggestions were made 
by new councillors was not stated. 
The attitude of the newcomers named 
to replace those who resigned be- 
cause of dissatisfaction over the ree 
cent election has not yet been estab- 
lished. 


Among the new demands from 
strawhats are electric fans in dress- 
ing rooms and private lavatories, 
Some of the summer spots are quite 
modern plants, but the majority are 
| old, converted buildings operated by 
people with backing too limited to 
include reconstruction. Equity re- 
gards the summer stocks as summer 
surcease for younger players and 
rank-and-filers, and opinion appears 
to be that if some actors don’t like 
conditions in the country they should 
not accept such engagements. Lead- 
ers also say that the same require- 
ments for the comfort of actors that 
apply to Broadway and the road can 
hardly be expected in the barns. 

One proposal doubtful of getting 
the nod would raise the minimum 
pay from $40 to $50 weekly, placing 
it on the same footing as New York 
and the road. Contended that this is 
too radical, and that such a boost 
might result in most rural spots be- 
ing forced into the red, the margin 
between operating profit and loss be- 
ing that narrow. When Equity 
raised the minimum to $50 last sea- 
son, the summer theatres were ex- 
pressly not included for that very 
reason, 

One of the most vexing problems 
to the rank-and-filer is the matter of 
his standing in Equity. Many are 
back in payment of dues, and when 
offered a job in the sticks are hesi- 
tant to accept because the amount of 
pay is hardly as much as they owe 
the association and the engagement 
may be for a single week. Appeals 
| have been made for a solution, since 
it has been the custom in Equity to 
modify the dues owed by members 
who have been victims of unemploy- 
; ment. Some members in the same 
| predicament are said to have ac- 
cepted the quickie jobs, taking »@ 
chance on being called to account. 











‘Maplewood Strawhat, 
| With 306 Net in Sight, 
| Will Top the Haylofts 


Although the management of the 
summer stock in Maplewood. N. J, 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wildberg, 
won’t admit it for several reasons. it 
is indicated that the Fabian house 
will make a bigger profit on the sea- 
son than a flock of other spots com- 
bined. House was not included 
among those country theatres reput- 
ed to be away ahead in a partial sur- 
vey last week, which fact. steamed 
| up the Maplewood bunch. 
| Stated that the spot will net $30,- 
; 669 cr more, provided the balance of 
| the summer’ is a8 weil supported as 
the first half. In other summers most 
ummer stocks called it a good seas 
son if earning $2,000 or $3,000. Those 
strawhats are usually limited ca- 
| pacity hideaways. 

Maplewood has a larger capacity 
than the average summer theatre, 
with more than 1,200 seats, it fore 
merly being a picture house. Other 
places of similar capacity include 
such stocks as Marblehead, Mass. 
|Indianapolis and Denver (Elitch 
Gardens). 


aerer 


BROMLEY’S B’WAY PLANS 
Springfield, Mass., Aug. 5. 
Harold Bromley, partner with 
|Harola J. Kennedy in presenting 
|a five-week summer theatre sea- 
son which epened here Monday (2) 
with Ruth Chatterton in ‘The Cone 
stant Wife,’ plans to produce a new 
play, ‘Triplicate,’ by William Roos, 
on Broadway this fall. 
Although Roos is better known for 


detective yarns, his play eoncerns 
aha] 
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Plays Out of Town 





ANNA CHRISTIE 


Santa Barbara, July 30. 


Drama in four acts (four scenes) by 
Eugene ONeill, presented by The Selizt ck 
Co.; directed by John Houseman; produc- 
tion designed by Kate Drain Lawson from 


sketches by William Cameron Menzies; at 
Lobero, Santa Barbara, July 30, ‘41; $3.30 
top. 
Cast: 
berg, 
ter Brooke, 


J. Fdward Brom- 


Wal- 


Ingrid Bergman, 
Damien O'Flynn, Jessie Busiey, 
John Miller. 





Eugene O’Neill’s hoary old Pulit- 
zer prize winner of 1922 was jostled 
out of its well-earned retirement to 
launch David Selznick’s summer 
stock season in the Channel City, 
some 90 miles to the north of the 
cinema citadel. Choice of this piece 
for the opener, rather than world 
premiere of Enid Bagnold’s ‘Lottie 
Dundass,’ which follows, is partly 
explained in the most elaborate pro- 
gram ever passed out for a legit at- 
traction, to wit, ‘in the season will 
be featured older plays that have 
long since proven their right to a 
permanent place in dramatic litera- 
ture. Left unsaid was that ‘Christie 

roves a meaty morsel for Ingrid 
Seinen, one of Selznick’s brighter 
stars. 

Revival proves a triumph for la 
Bergman but also sends the dramatic 
stock of J. Edward Bromberg soar- 
ing. His flawless portrayal of Chris, 
captain of the coal barge, will do 
more for him cinematically than his 
last dozen pictures. For in the audi- 
ence of 700 were scores of sprocket 

ersonalities, with a goodly sprink- 
ing of producers, directors and writ- 
ers. The applause for him trans- 
cended that accorded Bergman. The 
reward was well deserved. He 
played the old salt with a natural- 
ness that disarmed critical appraisal. 

Bergman’s ‘Anna’ was persuasive 
and moving in its many changes of 
moods. As the soiled dove fighting 
to rehabilitate herself in the none- 
too friendly environs of the water- 
front, she rises to dramatic heights 
in the third act when she lays bare 
her soiled past, defying her father 
and stoker, Mat Burke, who finds in 
her ‘the first clean woman I’ve ever 
met.’ Here she turns loose the dra- 
matic power that made her an over- 
night film somebody. Lobbyists 
compared her ‘Anna’ with Garbo in 
the cinema and Pauline Lord 20 
years before in the original unfold- 
ment and gave Ingrid Bergman the 
edge. : 

Damien O’Flynn, with a Celtic 
brogue think enough to slice, had no 
easy assignment as the stoker, but 
came through with a commendable 
performance. The ale-sodden hag, 
who bunked with the captain, was 
made a standout character by Jessie 
Busley. Brief role won her a solo 
curtain call. 

Direction of John Houseman was 
surely paced and dramatically effec- 
tive. One of the organizers of Mer- 
cury Theatre with Orson Welles, he 
is now on Selznick’s film production 
staff and managing director of his 
strawhat project in this city of 

achts, estates and polo-playing mil- 
Seuniven Alfred De Liagre, Jr., 
rates the title of resident director. 
Kate Drain Lawson, who designed 
‘Anna’ with a fine flair for locale, 
will likely dress the remaining four 
shows. Mary Barthelmess, daughter 
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of the onetime film star, serves as 
assistant to the production staff. 

In his program foreword, Selznick 
says ‘new plays that meet with suf- 
ficient audience approval will be 


taken north, and then east.’ That 
means Los Angeles will be passed 


up, for reasons best known to him 
and the best guess being that the 
Angelenos are too cinema-minded 
and prone to be none too gentle in 
their criticisms. Albeit, Selznick 
promises a renaissance of the drama 
| if this season of plays is to fulfill its 
‘purpose. Failing there, it at least 
will give a few youngsters some 
stage training and showcase others 
for better things to come. 

After five performances at the Lo- 
bero, ‘Anna’ moves to the Curran 
in Frisco for two weeks, but not 
south and unlikely east. Next attrac- 
tion gives Geraldine Fitzgerald star 
billing in ‘Lottie Dundass.’ Helm. 





What Became of Kitty 


Los Angeles, July 29. 


Comedy drama in three acts, by Ray- 
mond Bond. Staged by Lee Prather and 
Wendall Mayes Presented by the Holiy- 
wood Players Guild at the Hollytown the- 
atre, Los Angeles, July 29, '41; $1.50 top 
.. Bi ea ee Raymond Bond 
Corry FO Di. 6c sc es see cacet Johnny Heath 
Sg a rere oe Betty Compson 
BNE DOD OT « 9:55-040000 008 Virginia Williams 
Johnny Bowman...ccccces Wim. D. Whitman 
Estelle Bowman...cocsccceccceed Anita Keith 
oe re ree Heenan Elliott 
Te CEE s 0s 5. 000000608000400% Polly Myers 
Moss Newberry. osccccececcescvess Bob Dane 
POTEET TONG. 0cosivnceveske foes Lee Prather 





This is a completely rewritten ver- 
sion of ‘Kitty Kelly of Times Square,’ 
which was tried out several years 
ago. If so, the major operation per- 
formed on the script was likely due 
to wrong diagnosis. A basic need is 
for new glands via more potent dia- 
log. In its present form the piece 
is too obviously dated. 

It’s a backstage theme revolving 
about a couple of vaudevillians who 
inherit a hamburger stand in a small 
western town. The male partner of 
the team is portrayed as a bit on 
the wrong side, the payoff coming 
when the wife discovers that he has 
been routining a new act with an- 
other femme, has placed their last 
$200 on a horse, turned down a 
week’s engagement, and condones 
the relationship of their daughter 
with a ventriloquist. Mother and 
daughter shove off for the estate in 
the country with father following 
later. Adolescent romance has its 
hurdles also, with the cynical, world- 
wise mother barring the ventrilo- 
quist from communication with her 
daughter, despite that he’s given up 
racetrack touting and femme chas- 


we 

tty Compson, one-time film star, 
comes through with an okay per- 
formance in the lead ro!2 as the fem- 
inine half of the vaudeville act. For 
the rest, the ‘production serves to 
showcase several acceptable film col- 
ony performers. Polly Myers makes 
a minor part as the gossipy, hinter- 
land restaurant cook stand out. Ray- 
mond Bond, Heenan Elliott, William 
Whitman and Anita Keith also con- 
tribute good support. 

The stay here, scheduled for two 
weeks, does not indicate much profit 
and is made possible only through 
special] arrangements with the cast 
A New York run is contemplated, but 
chances on Broadway are doubtful. 

Mori. 











SCARLET 


Marion, Mass., Aug. 1. 
in thrée acts by A, B. Gryn- 
ruce Evans), presented by Cledge 
Staged by Cledge Roberts, with 

John Blankenchip; at Harbor 

Marion, Aug. 1, ’41; 


Mystery 
wald ( 
Roberts. 
setting by 
Playhouse, 
$1.45 top. 
Julius Hunter...ccccccces: Richard V 
Terry Marsh 


Mass., 


Hare 
--Harmon Nelson 
++.-Helaine Leeds 


Bill Howarth 
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AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


Plays for Stage, Screen and Radle 
25 Wost 45th Street, New York 
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| Al Kidd.....; 
Spike Noonan 
Lee Stuart 


«++» Robert Emhardt 
000d 600 0000608 Robert F. Shea 
‘i560 6480600 600000~08 John C. Webb 
JILL RTT YT Cre Te Bruce Evans 


J. Towanda Slinkard, M.D....H. E. Currier 
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Lacking the gripping suspense of 
a good whodunit and the sock laughs 
of a comedy-mystery for Broadway, 
‘Scarlet’ might easily be developed 
into a fair murder film for the dual 
runs. It would need, in addition to 
script polishing, the more careful 
production that it could not get in a 
one-week strawhat rehearsal. 

Author employs most of the stand- 
ard devices for this type of play: old 
house, queer characters, a convoy of 
suspects, swinging fireplace ‘and 

















comic cop; and in this production 
Bruce Evans himself plays the role 
of calloused newspaperman, Three 
men are murdered in the first act, a 
girl dies of natural causes under un- 
natural circumstances in the second 
and the murderer commits suicide in 
the third act. Evans manages to 
keep the audience suspicion shifting 
quite skillfully all over the stage and 
gives his villain a unique device—a 
floor wired for electrocution. 











Cyrus Marsh, owner of the house 
(on Long Island) and the first vic- 
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tim, has been running some kind of 
dope smuggling business, and his 
mysterious demise brings in a New 
York police inspector and a narcotic 
agent from Washington. The gard- 
ner and butler follow him. A shifty 
nifty dame among the house guests 
jlater dies of fright, and that nar- 
rows down the suspects to a mere 
| handful. Bad man turns out to be 
the adopted son of Cyrus who has 
his reasons, but they’re not quite 
clear. Doesn't matter much because 
the excitement’s all over when he 
wolfs down a poison potion to abol- 
ish himself. 

As played here some of the actors 
gave out with too much gusto which 
could have been traded profitably 
for more movement about the stage. 
At times single players and groups 
remained glued to spots for several 
minutes in a tableau technique that 
would make a clambake, in contrast, 
look like a horse race. Robert Em- 
hardt, though he over-played his cop 
part, showed commendable talent 
underneath and grabbed off plenty 
of laughs. Evans also displayed 
latent talent in the newspaperman 
role which he wrote and acted ac- 
cording to the old bottle-in-hand 
conception of the working press. He 
has been in and out of the news- 
paper business for several years, but 
gives no inkling of it here. H. E. 
Currier, as a boozy old eccentric 
doctor, handled the corny humor of 
his lines and business with a relish 
that had the local customers in the 
aisles; and John C. Webb adequately 
portrayed the narcotic agent who 
spotted his love interest long before 
he cornered the murderer. Fox. 


He Takes It in His Stride 


New Milford, Conn., Aug. 2. 


Drama in three acts, four scenes, by Jean 
Archibald and Arthur Hansl Staged by 
Hudson Faussett; settings, Lloyd Hallock, 
Jr. Presented by and at Theatre-in-the- 
Dale, New Milford, Conn., July 80, ‘41. 





EOCENE: TRON. 5 < 6:0-6:0:04.0% 6000 Helene Heigh 
CNR, TOON 600: 50.05609604550006 Mary Gildea 
Robert Upgson.. «+++-Edmond Le Comte 
Lorraine Upson..... enoenes Jane Huntington 
Countess Jonescu..... «+. Jeraldine Dvorak 
PRORBOR. 60505 0h5000¢000 -+.»-Louls Townsend 
Martin Pearson..... ececcccccees Otto Nelsen 
Sollie Solitaire. .cccccccccecsss Hubert Long 
PEE 55 83 0400000660 «+»»Michael O'Hara 
Hamminoff........- eoccccces Gerald Cornell 
RES ERWHORs 666.00 9:94060406 Russell Conway 





Second tryout at this summer spot 
indicates lazy writing in that it 
merely brushes the surface of what 
might have been meaty material. 

Story has a social upheaval back- 
ground, with the daughter of a reg- 
istrite family, gone broke, eventu- 
ally marrying the ex-milkman on 
their route. Plot has a communistic 
tinge, but never gets very far with 
it. Theme concerns the Upson 
family, of the 400, who have only 
the two ciphers left after business 
reverses hit the father. Daughter 
Lorraine is engaged to. playboy Mar- 
tin Pearson, but gets fed up when 
the gossip columns connect him 
with a clothes designing countess. 
An apartment house stickup offers 
an excuse for Lawson, the passing 
milkman, to come to the family’s 
rescue and to fall for Lorraine, who 
makes it mutual. 

Reduced circumstances later find 
Lorraine working and the father 
holding down a menial job that 
brings him in contact with a group 
of reds, —s. his own former 
chauffeur-valet. pson is elected to 
wave an oratorical red flag and is in 
the middle of rehearsing his speech 
when a news flash brings word of 
the reopening of a mine previously 
considered worked out. Family dis- 
covers some old stock in the mine 
among their belongings and, on the 
strength of their regained wealth, 
father ditches his commy friends 
for evening clothes and ‘a table at 


Dierre's 


rm dts7 Re een ee ULL i 
the play is the role of the milkman 
as handled by Russeli Conway. 
Father Upson never can decide 
whether to be sincere about his 
newfound philosophy, while the 
roles of the playboy and the count- 
ess are left more or less in midair. 
Helene Heigh’s work as the mother 
is okey, which also applies to Jane 
Huntington as daughter Lorraine. 
Play looks to have been chopped 
considerably, running less than two 
hours with two intermissions, and 
staging leans to the indifferent side. 
Bone. 


———S 


COMES THE SUMMER 


Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 2. 


Play in three acts (10 ; Mark 
| Jerome and Sidney Schweber Directed by 

Cecil Clovelly, setting by Ray Taljman. 
Presented by the Maverick Theatre, Wood- 
stock, N. Y., Aug. 1, '41, 

Cast: Gordan Benwitt, Joe Graham, Mar- 
vin Eppy, Bob Greene, Bob Chamides, Wade 
Dent, Michael Barrett, Don Haggerty, 
Joyce Hanley, Emily McNair, Amelia 
Baines, Griff Evans, Asther Hayden, Jack 
Woods, Sali Merle, Betsy Ross, Sheba 
Wilson, Jackie Dorsey, Phil Welch, Gaby 
Gero, Felix McClure, Paul Welch, Bery! 
Berney, 


enes), by 





Following a postponement, which 


ing, ‘Comes the Summer’ now makes 
its bow and turns out to be a half- 
baked play in the worst possible 
taste. The performance also hits one 
of the season’s lows, with a high per- 
centage of forgotten lines. On the 
first night at least, it looked as 
though the cast was in the midst 
of a bad dream, powerless to restore 
order out of chaos. Apparently it 
was not a typical Maverick perform- 
ance, however, for audience com- 
ment indicated that a much smoother 





is renarted that +h . sae » ee 
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presumably ailowed time for rewrit- iSome of 





job had been done with ‘Dulcy’ the 
week before. ; 

‘Comes the Summer’ starts off with 
an acceptable idea for bawdy, rough- 
and-tumble farce. Half a dozen 
young men belonging to a Coney Is- 
land social and cultural club make 
the acquaintance of a night club en- 
tertainer, who has taken a room in 
the building where they hold meet- 
ings. Singly and en masse, the boys 
go on the make, and when the en- 
tertainer reveals she is pregnant, the 
whole club finds itself in a position 
of responsibility, with the prospect 
of the entire membership having to 
support the child till it reaches the 
age of 18. 

Unfortunately, the authors treat 
this situation with a leer and a 
smirk, and they go quite far with 
their dubious comedy. 

Several people in the student com- 
pany give the impression of being 


capable players, but ‘Comes the 
Summer’ is certainly nothing to 
judge them by. Paul. 


Miss Nelly of N’Orleans 


Cohasset, Mass., Aug. 4. 

Revival of comedy by Laurence Eyre. 
Stars Grace George; directed by Frederick 
Burleigh; setting by David Langworthy; 
presented by South Shore Players at Town 
Hall, Cohasset, Mass., Aug. 4, ‘41. 

Cast: Grace George, Carroll Ashburn, 
Donald McClelland, William Eythe, Jose- 
phine Stanton, 





Grace George in ‘Miss Nelly of 
N’Orleans,’ by Laurence Eyre, de- 
lighted a minority of first-nighters at 
Town Hall here tonight (Monday) 
and gave the majority a chuckle now 
and then. But as a Broadway pros- 
pect for 1941 it would offer very 
limited appeal. To watch Miss 
George carry on with her unerring 
skill and smooth technique is usually 
a worthwhile evening for any play- 
goer, but in the present instance her 
assignment is a bit too much even 
for this veteran of the stage. 

The 22-year-old piece is too dated, 
with its asides, obvious comedy and 
faked swoonings of the women, for 
the nerve-wracked audiences of this 
era. No doubt they will buy escape 
drama and comedy this sesaon, but 
they will not rush to see ‘Nelly.’ 
Well produced here, with Frederick 
Burleigh directing, the nostalgic 
tinge of a near forgotten period in 
the theatre is there all the way, and 
in that respect it is interesting to 
sample. 

Plot concerns a revival of an old 
love between middle-aged Nelly and 
a hot-headed gent who years ago 
spurned her at the altar when he 
misunderstood the circumstances of 
a rival leaving her home at an im- 
proper hour. Her niece and his son 
are now in the throes of young love, 
and the embittered old folks try, in 
their respective ways, to prevent the 
match. A Mardi Gras aor calls for 
reminiscences and explanations and 
the aging widower ultimately capitu- 
lates to Nelly’s). charm, while the 
younger duo take up from where 
they were interrupted. 

Miss George makes her scheming, 
mischievous worldly Nelly the most 
interesting person in the proceedings 
as she vacillates between farce and 
comedy in her interpretation. Car- 
roll Ashburn, as the stubborn old 
suitor, carries off his role with com- 
mendable flair and a French accent. 
Donald McClelland, portraying the 
other old rival, now a priest, makes 
his character equally plausible, in a 
more subdued manner, William 
Eythe and Josephine Stanton attack 
the roles of the young lovers with 
plenty of verve, but with a script 
that places them behind the eight- 
ball, according to present theatrical 
standards, 

Both the author and William A. 
Brady attended the opening, and it 


a series of revivals in New York this 
season. David-Langworthy turned 
out a commendable garden set on a 
small stage. 


THE FIRE ON THE EL 


Goshen, Conn., July 24. 






A Broadway parody in three acts by 
Herbert V. Gellendre, Music by Joseph 
Wood; setting by G. Harald Akermark: 
staged by Gellendre; dances by Piete: 
Dominick. Presented by Gellendre Coun- 
try Theatre, Goshen, Conn., July 23, ’41 
POO cesees Joseph Wood 
Pea. vettkeeeteas TITTTLT TTT Richard QOdlir 
ON .6t eSUGRERSARESSENERESG2 Arthur De Huff 
Elsa ee e++-Pieter Dominick 
The |} FESSOL. .ccccececccssse..Feter Joray 
VERON +008 Rasesnseees Ursula Schnetzler 
WONUUN 540846) 040504000Ia be taud Gar Hubbard 
Ok £56 6uess haw keel sbees ees Fred Krause 
Man Srcccccces Ceeereceseese Sar Wiggins 

Flo see eeceoecorceccoeessevesss Sean Grey 
P MOUOCE. cc vcenesesess eeeesFrancisca Peterson 
EVELYN. .ceeeeee TITTTTT TT Edward Stevens 
EEE 60.0 056.0666.046.00000000060400%.% Meyer Kass 
Jim. + eee eeecccesecsconees Robert Schneider 
Charlie 66600b56405005% Hubert Wilke, II 
ows eooeee-Margaret Anne Rogers 
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‘Fire on the El’ represents recent 
theatrical tendencies of formlessness 
and fantasy carried to an extreme. 
_it is amusing and pointed: 
most of it is dreamlike in its lack of 
coherence, and the whole thing is 
so wordy that it bogs down long be- 
fore the end. 

Purporting to take place in the 
lodge room of a shabby hotel, cur- 
rently being camped in by unsuc- 
cessful theatre folk, Gellendre’s play 
has a lot to say about what is wrong 
with legit, including the unions. 
What the author overlooks is that 
most people who attend the theatre 
are not primarily concerned 


Sega So PRO IO, ye SAE ES 


problems of the profession such as 
the difficulty of finding a script to 
produce, which Gellendre goes into 
at length. But even if such prob. 
lems were potentially of general in. 
terest, they are not dressed up at- 
tractively enough in this instance. 

Richard Odlin brings a light touch 
to the role of Hal, an actor reduced 
to trying to sell oil heaters. Joseph 
Wood, composer of songs for the 
show, appears as a cemetery em- 
ployee who wears dark glasses and 
earmuffs and carries a clothespin for 
his nose so that he can’t see or hear 
the funeral ceremonies or smell the 
flowers. A newcomer from the 
dance field, Pieter Dominick, is seen 
to advantage as a would-be actress 
who has to work at Macy’s, and, 
among others in a large cast, Ursula 
Schnetzler, Arthur De Huf, Peter 
Joray, Gar Hubbard, Margaret Anne 
Rogers, Barbara Vallin, Rita Alt and 
Steffi Rachmann stand out. 

The title, ‘Fire on the El,’ which 
seems to promise a lot, refers to a 
play which Gellendre’s characters 
n about producing, but never do, 

Paul. 


| LOVE IN OUR TIME 


Westport, Conn., Aug. 4. 
Comedy in three acts by Leslie Reade, 








Stars Dennis King and Ilka Chase; fea. 
tures Ben Smith. Staged by Lester Vauil, 
Presented by Theatre Guild at Westport 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., Aug, 
4, "41; $2.75 top. 

Measel! OSRISRG. ..ccccsecceces Dennis King 
Trudi Hamburger. .cecccecces Minerva Pious 
FEU WOE cc ccccsaee eesnees Charlotte Ives 
Billie Chandler..cecesices eee Grover Burgess 
Mme. Rozonova......... eececes Lili Valenty 
Carlotta Webb Oakland.......... Ilka Chase 
Marian Douglas......... ».- Elaine Anderson 
BPVing TAUNT..scrcvcccce cose. Aachary Scott 
Frances Ballard....escsesess+-Celeste Holm 
GeOver? GPARUT.« occececoecssocece Ben Smith 
Mary Tonetti...... Coceeceerocered Anna Minot 
Martha Goldstein.........Augusta Roeland 





Leslie Reade’s topical comedy, long 
mulled by the Theatre Guild, needs 
plenty of doctoring before it's 
brought to Broadway. With tighten- 
ing play may have a moderate 
chance in N. Y. 

Guild aegis, attractive cast headed 
by Dennis King, Ilka Chase and Ben 
Smith, and advance talk about plot 
aroused above-average interest in 
‘Love in Our Time,’ but show didn't 
jell in first Westport warmup. 

Play compounds the career vs. 
love problem with the influence of 
big business on journalism. Carlotta 
Webb (Ilka Chase), femme news- 
slanter with 6,000.000 readers, plots 
a look-see abroad with her husband, 
Russell Oakland (Dennis. King), 
economist-military expert. Oakland 
refuses to go along on the trip and 
insists that his wife stay home and 
get started on a family. He signs 
a contract as defense expert for a 
metropolitan daily run for the con- 
trolling bank by Grover Granby 
(Ben Smith), a Wall Streeter who's 
bought his culture by the package. 
Frances Ballard (Celeste Holm), 
daughter of the bank president, knew 
Oakland before he was married, and 
wants him some more. 

When Ballard girl goes off with 
Oakland, Granby makes passes at 
Carlotta, who turns jealous at ab- 
sent spouse. There’s a minor Over- 
night incident, Oakland’s walk-out 
and banker’s attempt at an interna- 
tional stock coup with Fascists in 
Iraq before the button-up. Last act’s 
liveliest and best, Oakland com- 
manding situation and one-two’ing 
Granby to the floor. Audience be- 
gan to get some feel then, but it 
was pretty late. 

For an important world observer, 
Carlotta Webb seems unusually 
lightheaded, but as written it fits 
Miss Chase, a natural fast-mover and 
a first-rate comedienne. King, in an- 
other sally out of the musical field, 
tonk more thor en act to vet 
but was strong at the finish. Smith’s 
heavy assignment is a confused part 
and he has trouble selling it. | 

Manhattan apartment interior, in- 
tended to bring out Oaklands’ fail- 
ure to make themselves at home, is 
people by the writers’ secretaries, 
Minerva Pious (comedienne in Fred 
Allen’s ‘Mighty Allen Art Players’) 
as a German refugee maid, and Lili 
Valenty, as an exotic blue-haired in- 





terior decorator. Elem. 
Premieres 
(Aug. 6-16) 
‘Love in Our Time,’ by Leslie 


Reade, with Ilka Chase and Dennis 
King, at Country playhouse, West- 
port, Conn. (6-9). 

‘Dark Enemy,’ by Peter Calvey, at 
Montowese playhouse, Indian Neck, 
Branford, Conn. (6-9). 

‘I Killed the Count,’ by Alex Cop- 
pel, at Brattleboro (Vt.) playhouse 
(6-9). 

‘Beggar’s Opera,’ Lehman Engel’s 
new version of John Gay original, at 
Bucks County playhouse, New Hope, 
Pa. (11-16). 

‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ by Alexan- 
der Greendale. at Sayville (L. IL) 
playhouse (12-16), 

‘As It Comes,’ by Edgar Eagers, at 
Lakemont theatre, Toledo (12-16). 

‘Concert Tour,’ by Frank Thomas, 
Sr., and Henry K. Moritz, from an 
idea by Murray Boltinoff, at Wood- 
stock (N. Y.) playhouse (14-17). 

‘Jorislund,’ by Arnold Sundgaard, 





at Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 


with | (14-16). 
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Broadway 





Roy Chartier (Variety) to Miami 
for three weeks’ vacation. 

Broadway p.a. Eddie Jaffe operat- 
ing a picture syndicate on the side. 


George Tobias came in from the! 


Coast over the weekend for a short 
vacash. ; 

Judy Bentley with new House of 
Theatre, Ruby Reed’s troupe on 
West 52d. ; 

Irving Berlin to the Coast on his 
Paramount (Bing Crosby) picture 
next week. ; : 

Martin J. Desmoni, theatrical at- 
torney, now doing guest shots on ra- 
dio shows. 

Herman Timberg, Jr., reportedly 
inked to tour in Al Jolson’s ‘Hold 
On to Your Hats.’ 

Jack Toohey, Oscar Serlin’s p.a., 
on a vacash tour of New England 
and Pennsylvania. ; 

Willard Keefe again press age®t 
for John C. Wilson, ‘Blithe Spirit’ 
being first assignment. ; 

George Hamid highlighted in Sun- 
day Times, which rated him the most 
active outdoor showman. 

Cass Daley, vaude comedienne, 

oes to the Coast to start work Sept. 
3 in Par’s ‘The Fleet’s In.’ 

Dude Harris’ trousers, filched dur- 
ing night from his room at Saratoga, 
found later with $60 absent. 

Olsen and Johnson stills still adorn 
the Winter Garden. They’ve been 
out of ‘Hellzappoppin’ for months. 

Max Ophuls, French director, ar- 
rived on the S. S. Excamber. Irvin 
Marks is agenting him for Holly- 


wood. 

Nick Holde was host to Broadway 
friends Sunday at his Staten Island 
stronghold where a lobster feast was 
staged. , 

Joe Seidelman, Universal’s v.p. in 
charge of foreign, to the Coast over 
the weekend for confabs at the 
studio. 

Paul Ross, Roy Wilson and Belle 
Goldstein, longtime Adolph Zukor’s 
secretary, are with Millis Novelty 
Co.’s Minoco Productions (jukebox 
films). 

Adele Rivie set to appear with 
Fortune Gallo’s San Carlos opera 
company and Lee Shubert is report- 
ed considering her for forthcoming 
musical. 

David E. Green, now publicizing 
RKO’s William Dieterle production 
of a band cavalcade, back in N. Y. 
until production is completed the 
end of next month. 

Barney Balaban back from Quebec 
by plane. He'd gone up to attend 
first two days of four-day session of 
Famous  Players-Canadian Corp. 
there, which began Aug. 1. 

George Weltner, assistant to John 
W. Hicks, Jr., Paramount foreign 
sales chief, spent his vacation serv- 
ing one month of active duty in the 
Coast Guards Reserve Force. 

Georgie Price marked his show 
biz comeback at Club Lido, Long 
Beach, this past Sunday under MCA 


auspices. Broker-actor wants to get 
back into thesping. 
Llewellyn Miller, femme who 


wrote ‘Final Answer,’ recently tried 


out at Woodstock, N. Y., strawhat, 
is editor of Screen Life, fan mag. 


Some film interest in the play. 

The Hartmans’ strawhatting in 
‘Anything Goes’ in Springfield, Mass., 
opening Aug. 11, stymied a Saratoga 
booking into Arrowhead, succeeding 
Hildegarde, who was held over a 
third week. 

Nedda Harrigan due east this 
weekend and will spend rest of Au- 
as guest of Mary Mason at 

ilton, Conn. She was on Coast to 
settle estate of her late husband, 
Walter Connolly. 

Hildegarde just made her opening 
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hours trom a Montauk Point uN. 1.7 
Casino date, and leased a house for 
the August racing month blind. 
P. S.—She got stuck. 

Charlie MacDonald, RKO division 
manager, back from a West Indies 
cruise, was inspired to an ode on 
“Regan, Rothstein & Hop Lee Jung,’ 
a South American import firm which 
intrigued him in Costa Rica. 

Music Hall has installed a special 
United Press news service in the 
grand lounge. 
est Trans-Lux projector which auto- 
matically flashes news reports on 
screen as received off the teletype. 

Billy Daniel-Mary Parker revue, 
produced by Mitchell Leisen, cur- 
rently at the Cocoanut Grove, Los 
Angeles, may induct a new 
policy at the Versailles, including 
a line of girls instead of ‘names’ this 
fall. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Edna Ferber guesting at George 
Kaufman’s Aquetong farm. 

Dr. Martin Vorhouse off on eruise 
with Herman Shumlin on latter's 
boat. Heading up St. Lawrence. 

Nina Hill off to play in ‘Out of 

Frying Pan’ at Pine Grove Play- 
house, Cambridge Springs, Pa. 
Roy Hargrave replacing Fred Kelly 
this week in his original role in 
‘Blind Alley’ at Nat Burns’ Yardley 
theatre. 

Lenore Marshall, wife of N. Y. C. 
Board of Education prexy, Jimmy 
Marshall, scribbling mag pieces on 
her farm. 

Althea Hoffman, executive secre- 
tary of Playhouse, in hospital over 
weekend for appendictis scare. No 
surgery needed. 

County full of legit pas over 





Service employs lat-| 


nitery | 


weekend, including Ben Washer. 
Clara Weiss, Jack Toohey, Gertrude 
Bromberg and Phyllis Perelman. 

Ed Fenton, who runs Delaware 


thoring a juvenile circus yarn, ‘Mrs. 
Fatima,’ to be published by Random 
House. 


ton Times, buying farms in this neck 
of woods. Tom has new shack at 
Stocktcn; Mrs. Jim, Sr., and Peggy 
each have farms near New Hope. 
Playhouse collected close to $1,000 
for Actors Fund during 10 perform- 
ances last week of ‘Man Who Came 
to Dinner,’ which broke standing- 
room records for Nicholson & Bam- 
berger. 
; yhouse auditioned local singers 
in Philly, New Hope and Quaker- 
town for Lehman Engle’s production 
of ‘Beggar’s Opera,’ opening Aug. 11 
with Jane Piekens, Walter Cassell 
and Dick Hale. 





Director Marcel Carne underwent 
operation. 

Comic Milton now doing turn in 
Amar circus. 

New 20-centime pieces made of 
zine circulating in France. 


_Vichy announced that ‘Interna- 
tionale’ can no longer be played. 


Marie Samary, Comedie Francaise 
thesp, died in Paris at the age of 93. 

Paul Collin, ex-prisoner, back in 
Paris in music-hall show at the 
Avenue. 

Director Jean Paul Paulin married 
Jeannine Pelissier du Besset at 
Cannes. 

Marcel l’Herbier back in Paris to 
take over job in Association Film 
Authors. 

Erstwhile film 
Comoedia made 
Paris as weekly. 
+ Philippe Gaubert, Opera orchestra 
conductor, died in Paris from cere- 
bral hemorrhage at the age of 62. 

Henry Garat back in Paris after 
operation. Will be featured in film 
with scenario by Albert Willemetz. 

Most gardens of large, ritzy prop- 
erties in 7th Arrondissement in Paris 
now turned over to growing vege- 
tables. 

Rina Ketty, one of France’s most 
popular music-hall singers, resting at 
Tunis prior to taking role in musical 
film by Vincent Scotto. 

Bernard NatWan again appealed to 
second correctional court in Paris for 
shortening of prison sentence. De- 
cision will shortly be given. 

Sacha Guitry purchased love letter 
written by French monarch Henry 
IV to his mistress, 
d’Estrees, paying 60,000 francs. 

Controversy in all of France is 





and legit daily 
reappearance’ in 


to wear shorts or not. 
of fact, they’ve been 
most of France. 
Scrapped films won't be thrown In 
junk pile. By new decision, whereby 
films released prior to 1937 must be 


As a matter 


make nail polish. 

Here are some of the food prices 
in Paris: One kilo melon, 300 franes: 
peaches, 35 francs apiece; plums, be- 





25 strawberries, 55 francs. 

Germans in Paris reportedly rifling 
previously sealed stores of Yank films 
| for special showings for German of- 
ficers at Marignan on Champs 
Elysees. Prefer original versiéns to 
French dubbed. 

Film director Adolphe Osso, who 
knocked down Edouard Bourdet., 
dramatist and ex-director of Comedie 
Francaise, in Paris in February, 1940. 
| condemned by court to pav 100 


} 


| Also ul dered LO pay Uticudalit Od.Gu”U 
| francs for medical expenses. Osso is 
in free zone. 


Australia 


By Erie Gorrick 


| 
| 








Greater Union Theatres’ stocks up. 

Williamson-Tait reviving ‘Sally’ in 
Sydney. 

‘Susan and God’ continues as legit 
click in Melbourne, 

‘Great American Broadcast’ (20th) 
|given an air play over the national 
|network prior to Sydney preem. 
Universal’s sleeper, ‘Buck Privates,’ 





| tory via the Greater Union loop. 
Norman B. Rydge offering $200 to 
| manager of theatre bringing in most 
biz over a hmited span for Greater 
Union. 


Street & Smith is publishing some | 


| pulpers in England in order to over- 
| come ban here on U.S. mags via dol- 
| lar conservation. 

Unconfirmed report has it that 
| Creswell O'Reilly, Chief Film Cen- 
|sor, may retire shortly, with Col. 
Hurley going into the job. 

Melbourne managements have de- 
cided to start matinees earlier in or- 


der to cooperate with transport of- 
ficials, preventing traffic jams at 
evening. 


Expected that Robert Schless will 
huddle with Hoyts on new contract 
setup with Warners. 
touring the Down Under territory 
currently for WB. 

Exhibs are strongly against radio 
stations giving out opinions on pix 
playing around the various zones. 
Exhibs aver radioers overplay criti- 
cisms and turn payees away from 
many pix already keenly exploited. 





Valley bookstore in New Hope, au- | 


Kearney family, owners of Tren- | 


Gabrielle! 
whether women should be permitted | 
outlawed in| 


withdrawn, celluloid will be used to | 


tween 7 and 10 francs each; box of | 


is proving a high click in this terri- 


Schless is | 





Galena 

Noel Coward's ‘Blithe Spirit.’ at 
the Piccadilly, did $7,600 in its first 
week, 


rights of Ian Grant's revue, ‘Orchids 
and Onions.’ 

| Barry K. Barnes and his wife, 
| Diana Churchill, have yen to break 
into vaudeville field. 

Marie Loftus left around $150,000. 
| Daughter Cecilia benefits consider- 
| ably from the estate. 

Jack Rose, formerly with Jack 
Hylton, now stage director and man- 
ager for Jack Taylor. 


West End release July 23, playing 
New Gallery and Marble Arch Pa- 
vilion. 

Joanna Horder is being tested by 
Robert Donat for part in ‘Pitt, the 
Younger,’ which Gainsborough Films 
is doing for 20th Century-Fox. 

Leslie Posner, manager for Hyams 
Bros.’ State theatre, Kilburn, has 
been elevated to supervisor of their 
circuit, replacing Micky Hyams, now 
in America. 

Geoffrey Goodhart intends to star 
Jessie Matthews in Oscar Straus’ 
‘Three Waltzes,’ which is being done 
in England for the first time. Show 
will tour the sticks for 10 weeks, 
then come to London. 

Old Cinema Club idea has been 
dug up by Scottish exhibs in effort 
to get around existing Sabbath re- 
strictions. So far it’s being held to 
servicemen, but if okayed by Home 
Office may be in for wide play 
throughout the country. 

That attempted heavy-hand by Air 
Force commandant on a local exhib 
was effectively quashed by White- 
hall biggies. Incident was tagged as 
due to ‘misunderstanding.’ Com- 
mandant had told the exhib to ad- 
mit his men half-price, ‘or else.’ 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Al Jolson here for weekend. 

Russell Markert recovering from 
recent illness. 

Chester Hale, who has started 
work on new Icecapades, joined by 
his wife. 

Don and Ruth Marshall head new 
revue. which opened Saturday (2), 
at Babette’s nitery. 

Josephine Delmar and Clarence 
Stroud head new revue at Round the 
World Room of President hotel. 

Home of P. Mortimer Lewis ( Wiel- 
land-Lewis chain) struck by light- 
ining during severe storm. Roof 
torn off. 

International Theatrical Alliance 
of Stage Employees opened annual 
convention Monday (4) at Ritz Carl- 
| ton hotel. 

Gypsy Rose Lee plays week’s en- 
| gagement at Steel Pier Music Hall 





p.a. for week beginning Aug. 23. 
America’s first victory flag—the of- 

ficial British V with three dots and 

dash on field of 


red—was unfurled Sunday (3) on 
Hotel Ambassador with elaborate 
ceremonies. 

Sigmund Spaeth, Betty Humby, 
British pianist; William Primrose, 
‘cellist. will be among artistes to 


| give concert Aug. 15 at Dennis hotel 


tion. 
cam, will m.c. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
| _ — 
and Robert Bonafice will be married 
Sept. 6. 

Ruth Brody of Carnegie Tech 
; drama school, to Baltimore for some 
summer stock work. 

Milton Frankel has resigned his 
| sales post at WB exchange here. No 
| Successor named yet. 
| Lieutenant Bob Jacobs, son of the 
Warner district manager, has been 
transferred to Hawaii. 

Frank Smith, manager of WWSW, 
also named president of corporation 
which controls station. 

Harry Kalmine will toss his an- 
nual outing for WB gang at West- 
moreland C.C. Tuesday (12). 

Walter Thomas, assistant manager 
of WB’s Rowland in Wilkinsburg, 
has enlisted ix the marines. 

Gray Carpenter, actor-son of Brad- 


dock exhib, has passed his physical 
for enlistment in air corps. 
C. J. Lattas have a silver anni- 


| versary coming up and they'll also 
be grandparents any day now. 
George Gomperts named special 
}exploitation rep for 20th-Fox in 
| Pittsburgh-Philly-Washington area. 
Fred Kellv, Gene Kelly’s brother, 


| doing lead in ‘Blind Alley’ at Yard- | 


ley (Pa.) summer theatre this week. 

Mrs. Ken Hoel, wife of Harris 
'circuit’s publicity chief, coming 
|around all right at St. John’s hosp 
|} after serious operation. 

Dave Broudy’s lad, Leonard a sec- 
ond looey at Fort Monroe, Va., re- 
moved from reserve officers’ list and 
placed in regular army. 

Russell G. Connolly, lawyer and 
|for three years Pitt Cap and Gown 
| Club's ‘leading lady,’ now a corporal 
| with 176th Field Artillery at Camp 
| Meade, Md. 

Al Kavelins had to celebrate their 
fifth wedding anni Saturday (2) by 


Len Urry has bought the touring | 


Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ will get dual | 


beginning Aug. 17. John Boles makes | 


blue, bordered in | 


for Aid for British Children founda- | 
Bob Novak, of Young & Rubi- | 


remote control. He was playing at 
West View Park here and she was in 
| Ne w York. 
| Harold Weinberger, who had 
same post here, new M-G office 
manager in Los Angeles. He was 
also an assistant director on Metro 
lot for couple of years. 


Malcolm Milligan, a Playhouse sen- | 


sation here in ‘Night Must Fall’ and 
who later toured with Raymond 
Massey in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ 
has enlisted in the Air Corps. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


M-G here shooting Minnesota trav- 
elog short in color. 

Phil Dunas, Columbia district man- 
ager, in from Chicago. 

Jan Garber spotted for Excelsior 
Park ballroom Aug. 20. 


RKO offce staff had moonlight 
steamer ride on Mississippi. 


Verne Sessler, Paramount sales- 
man, resigned to take over Roxy the- 
atre, Roseau, Minn. 

Don Arias orchestra, with Susana 
Cantu, spotted for Hotel Lowry, 
Minnesota Terrace. 


A. Selby Carr, Paramount office 
manager, in Abbott hospital recover- 
ing from major spine operation. 

Nat Rochlin, Metro home office 
auditor, here with his bride on com- 
bined honeymoon and business trip. 

Twin City Variety club wili spon- 
sor Minneapolis-Louisville American 
Association baseball game for Milk 
Fund benefit Aug. 21. 

Excelsior Amusement Park staging 
contest Aug. 17 to choose a Miss 
Minnesota for Atlantic City ‘Miss 
America’ beauty contest. 

Cedric Adams, Star-Journal col- 
umnist, on his feet again and out of 
hospital, where fractured ankle kept 
him for nearly a month. 

M-G promoted Le Roy Smith, for- 
mer booker, to sales’ staff and ad- 
vanced Claude Dickinson from ac- 
counting to booking department. 

Glen Smith, WLOL announcer, 
playing lead in University of Minne- 
sota’s final summer season offering, 
Saroyan’s ‘Love’s Old Sweet Song.’ 

Dowsley Clark, long-time Morning 
Tribune managing editor, who has a 
wide theatrical acquaintanceship, ap- 
pointed regional information officer 
for national defense. 


| Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholemew 





Mark Dawson, at Skytop. 

Tony Pastor at Dorney’s. 

Claude Beals at Camp Tamiment. 
Henry Hayden, magician, at Po- 
|}cono Haven, Mt. Pocono. 

| Hal Longenbach continues his or- 
ganlogs at Saylor’s Lake Tavern. 





‘Meet the Wife’ current with Earle | 


Mayo’s New York Players in Dornev 
auditorium. 

The Buck Hill Players, directed 
by Cornelia Stabler Gillam, present- 
ed Glenn Hughes’ ‘Funny Business’ 
last night (Tuesday). 

The Studio Theatre 
New York open Saturday (9) with 
| Racketeers’ Paradise’ at the Worth- 


; ington theatre, Shav nee-on-Dela- 
ware. 
Tommy Donlin’s Pennsylvanians, 


current at Pocono Manor Inn. Po- 
cono Manor, selected to play for the 
annual! Horse Show Ball at the Penn- 
Stroud hotel. 
| The Karl Emersor Williams Plav- 


fe offer ‘Love Me—Love Me Not’ 


following presentation of ‘Cyrano de | 


Bergerac’ in the “uwutherland Casins 
aan his, PoeURS Tere Shoe: 
_ 
Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 


Players of | 


ae 


Municipality put ‘That Night in| 


| Rio’ 
kids. 

Soprano Christina Maristany in re- 
|cital at Ateneo before heading for 
the States 

Winslow-FitzSimons, VU. S. ballet. 
sails home after series of extra re- 
citals at the Odeon. 

‘Blood and Sand’ first U. S. pic in 
years to come down without Spanish 


(20th-Fox) on 


sub-titling. Will be dubbed locally. 
Hector C. Aliseri withdraws from 
Pablo Aliseri Co., big exhib in Ros- 
ario, second largest city in Argen- 
tina 

| Pantalla (Screen), new film-fan 
mag featuring both Hollywood and 

!local gossip, being readied for Sep- 


Pampa Films and Ariston Distrib- 
uting reach agreement on formation 
|of joint stock company to include 
heads of both firms. 

Report Alberto Vila—rechristened 
Villa in Hollywood—may be called 
| back from L. A. for new pic at Sono 
|Film. He's reported readying two 
for RKO up north. 

Municipality approves new regula- 


tember. 
| 


banned list for | 


| 


| tion permitting downtown houses to | 


remain open half hour later until 
|lam. ‘Vermouth’ shows—local pre- 
dinner matinees—must end at 8:30 
nightly. 

Manuel Romero starts direction on 
'‘Mi Amor Eres Tu’ (‘You Are My 
+Love’). with Pauline Singerman, 
| Flida De Caro, Arturo Garcia Buhr, 
Severo Fernandez and 
Rolan, at Lumiton. 


| 
' 
' 
} 
| 





1 Bob Hope emcees 


Hollywood 


Llovd Bacon on vacation, his first 
in five years. 
| Jack Skirball back from Universal 
home office huddles. 
Fortunio Bonanova 
| final citizenship papers. 
Harry Rosenthal opened a musie 
store on the Sunset strip. 
| Allan Christie joined the 
| Collier agency as an associate. 
Nancy Kelly called off her divorce 
action against Edmund O'Brien. 
Osa Massen, Danish film player, 
applied for American citizenship. 





—— 


applied for 


Ruth 


| George Dembow in from New 
| York on National Screen Service 
biz. 

Ted Loeff and Allan Hersholt 


opened publicity agency in Beverly 
Hills. 

Joseph Bernhard, general manager 
of Warners theatres, here for biz 


| sessions. 


Bierne Lay, author of ‘I Wanted 
Wings,’ back to duty in U. S. Army 
Air Corps. 

James E. Grainger back in town to 
huddle with Herbert Yates on Re- 
public sales. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, foreign man- 
ager for Universal, arrived for studio 
conferences. 

F. Hugh Herbert, screen writer, 
sued by his former wife for $4,310 in 
back alimony. 

Buster Crabbe back in town to 
ride a horse in films after an eastern 
swimming tour. 
the American 
Legion convention dinner in Mil- 
waukee Sept. 18. 

Al Daff, supervisor for Universal 
in the Far East, arrived for his an- 
nual visit to the studio. 

William Cagney returned from 
Canada where Warners is shooting 
‘Captain of the Clouds.’ 

Carlisle Jones, Warners publicist, 
recuperating from a brain operation, 
goes through another next week. 

Nate Gross spending a month in 
town to pick up material for his col- 
umn in the Chicago Herald-Ameri- 
can. 

Phil Berg reported bankrolling 
Felix Young and Lou Wertheimer in 
the reopening of the Trocadero in 
October. 

James J. Corbett’s widow due in 
Hollywood next week to consult on 
her husband’s film biography at 
Warners. 

Vera Steadman well enough to 
| leave the hospitial in a wheel chair, 
| recovering from motor accident last 
| January. 

Ed Mann upped temporarily from 
film editor to director on added 
'scenes for ‘Doctors Don’t Teil’ at 
Republic. 
| Lillian Roth, who obtained annul- 
ment of her marriage to Eugene 
| Weiner, dropped her $5,971 suit 
| against him. 
| Johnny Hyde granted a divorce 
from Anne Byrnes Hyde after agree- 
| ing to a property settlement of $20,- 
| 000 and $250 monthly alimony. 
| Private Kenneth Wilkinson, of 
Camp Lewis, given a silver plaque 
las the U. S. Army’s No. 1 film fan. 
| He has seen 312 pictures since last 
| Oct. 4. 
| Franz Spencer, 
Metro, tells about political and mili- 
tary eruptions in Europe from 1914 
to 1939, from his observations as a 
newspaperman in ‘Battles of a By- 
stander,’ published by Liveright. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotte 





screen writer at 





| 

John McKnight, AP’s Lisbon chief, 
| transferred to Rio. 

Jose Tudela; stage and screen ac- 
‘or, died in Madrid. 

. ‘ . te 
Pamplona to film annual festivities 

Fred Leslie, Fox Movietone chief, 
and wife off to San Sebastian for 
rest. 

Spanish 
Fresno, off to 
three-month rest. 

Spanish authorities stiffening on 
restaurants, cafes and hotspot ob- 
servation of food and shuttering re- 
strictions. This week handed out 
about a dozen fines for various vio- 
lations. 

Papers here write that Venice Bi- 
ennial this year wil] be divided into 
three sections. First will be series 
of theatrical spectacles at the end of 
July, second the Cinema Festival at 
the end of August, and the Musical 
Festival set for the second half of 
September. 


Havana 


By Fred Whitney 


Maruchi 
Aires for 


female  thesp, 
Buenos 





Eleonor House, American thrush, 
dishes out swing on the air. 

Rene Cabel, touring in Puerto Rico, 
comes back home this week. 

Hugo de) Carril reportedly getting 
$1.000 per day for 21 days at CMQ. 

The Servando Diaz Trio are down 
the Island on a personal appearance 
tour. 

Jesus Alvarino and Alicia Rice 
have a new idea at RHC entitled, 
‘The Art of Being Happy.’ 

Alberto Gomez, Argentinian rival 
to del Carril, arrived Aug. 1 for con- 
tract with RHC, CMQ’s rival net- 
work. 

Garrido and Pinero, comics, are 


' signed with a batch of others to ap- 


Enrique | pear for Crucellas 


(Colgate-Palrn- 
olive-Peet) at CMQ. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 6, 1941 





OBITUARIES 





Surviving is his sister, Mrs. Grace 
Buckbee. 


MARGARET LONG 
(Maggie Claire) 


Margaret Long, 75, known to cir- 
cus fans of long past as Maggie 
Claire, died Tuesday (29) in the 
Burtha M. Fisher Home for Aged, 








WILLIAM ROVNER 
William Rovner, 37, operator of 
the Laurel,, Laurel Spring, N. J., died | 





Pagnto- ak eit, 4 


Detroit. She performed with the 
original Barnum Circus in the ’70’s, 
touring Europe as well as this coun- 
try. She was also with the Cole 
Circus and Sells Bros. Her career 
began at the age of ten and ended 
35 years later. She was crippled in 
a fall from a flying ring. 

She married Harry K. Long, also 
a circus performer, in 1879 and they 
organized their own small show, 
which was killed by bad weather, 
after which they came to Detroit to 





live in retirement. Long died in| 
1931. 
Mrs. Long is survived by her 


daughter, Mrs. Louise McCloskey, 
and four grandchildren. 





MAI WELLS 


Mai Wells, 79, stage actress of the 
last century and in pictures for 
nearly 20 years, died Aug. 1 in gen- 
eral hospital, Los Angeles. She ap- 
peared in David Belasco plays and 
toured this country and Europe in 
‘First Born.’ 

Came of a theatrical family, her 
father Sam Wells, being one of the 
earliest Coast singers, and her 
mother having played with Edwin 
Booth. She was both a dramatic 
actress and singer and dancer. 

Rites were conducted hy 
Troupers in Hollywood Aug. 4. 


the 





MARJORIE WRIGHT DALLAS 

Marjorie Wright Dallas, 38, ac- 
tress, died last Friday at her home 
in Webster, N. Y. She attended the 
Denishawn School in Los Angeles, 
spent three years on the stage with 
the Duncan Sisters and played in 
‘No. No,, Nanette,’ ‘The Desert Song’ 
and other shows. 

She leaves her husband, Harold R. 
Dallas of Webster, and her mother, 
Mrs. Daisy Tyler of Rochester. 





MOE STREIMER 


Moe Streimer, United Artists 
special homeoffice representative, 
died July 31 in New York after a; 
long illness. He had joined UA, | 
when the company was first or-| 
ganized in 1919, as manager of the 
N.Y. exchange. From this post he| 
moved up to become special h.o. 
representative in 1936, covering the 
New York territory. 

Funeral services were held Aug. i. | 


GRACE LAMBERT 
Grace Lambert, 41, sister of Ed- 
ward J. Lambert, vaude comedian 
and songwriter, died Aug. 3, after a 
short illness in Parksville, N. Y. 








Though not a performer herself, she 


at his home at Camden, N. J., Aug.| 
4, following a heart attack. He was) 
a member of a family which has} 
operated theatres in 
for many years. 

He is survived by his widow and ay 
five-month-old son. | 








ROBERT GREENSTONE 
Robert Greehstone, projectionist at | 


| mittee could proceed, 


South Jersey | committee. 








—-- 


| 
sters, testified as to believing Com- | 
munists were present in the studio | 


unions. Other than to charge that | 
Jeff Kibre, former leader of the'! 
United Studio Technicians Guild's | 








fight to oust Willie Bioff was a 

pinko, none of them had any con- | ia Soe diatom 
ret idence on which the com- | 97 Mes dis . 

cate gt se = yp , The trouble invariably stems from 

Kibre | somebody beefing when ‘not being 

Although it had been hinted that | taken care of.” They show press 

Kibre had been subpoenaed put | Clippings that if ‘such-and-such place 


could not be located, he wired a de- | Cam Operate a casino, why can’t we,’ 


ls 
mand from San Francisco that he| amd thus a 


be permitted to appear before the 


subpoenaed or hiding out, 
stated he had been engaged in the 


action is forced, despite a 


general inclination to be ‘liberal.’ 


He denied having been That's the case right now, as matter 
and | of fact; not every roadhouse and ir 


has the green light, but there’s plenty 


‘vital defense work’ of getting the | of action around for them that wants 


sardine season started in the north- 
west. 
Charles Backsy, who has been in- 


Little theatre, Rochester, N. Y., for | vestigating red activities since the 
days of A. Mitchell Palmer as USS. | 


the last 10 years, died of a heart at- 
tack July 25 during heat wave. He 
leaves his wife, two sisters and a 
brother, 

He is a nephew of the late Jules 
Greenstone, owner of the Empire 
theatre for many years. 

CLARENCE E. SMITH 

Clarence E. Smith, 70, president of 
Midland Theatres, Inc., Newark, O., 
died Aug. 2 at Marietta. He was 
also a southeastern Ohio oil and gas 
producer. 

A son, Herbert U., former Wask- 
ington County representative in the 
Ohio Legislature, survives. 





JOSEPH W. THOMAS 

Joseph W. Thomas, 72, retired Chi- 
cago and Coast exhibitor died Aug. 1 
in Los Angeles. 

Mother, 86, of Crane Wilbur, 
former film actor and now producer 
of ‘Big Town’ radio show, died Aug. 
2 in Los Angeles. 





George A. Ranshaw, 47, manager 
of Nortown theatre, Detroit, died 
last week of heart attack. Started 
in film field in 1914 as salesman for 
Casino Feature Film Co. 

Survived by widow. 





Mother, 69, of Jerry Hoffman, film 
studio publicist, and Joe Hoffman, 
film writer, died July 25 in Holly- 
wood. 





John Grelle, 75, life member of 
Musicians Local 47, died July 26 on 
Catalina Island. 


Nix Red Slur 


Continued from page 3 























stand, but the hearing developed no | 
alarming evidence of un-American 
activities among the 40,000 motion 
picture workers. | 

The hearing frequently backfired, | 
when witnesses questioned about at- | 
tending meetings suspected of hav- 
ing been initiated by Communists 
or commy sympathizers, testified 
they attended the session in com- 


|}pany with Jack B. Tenney, former 


traveled with her brother for years| head of the Studio Musicians. and 


and had a wide circle of friends in| chairman of the legislative commit- 


the trade. 


Funeral services were held in New | fora. 


York Monday (4). 


HARRY BUSHEY 
Harry Bushey, 55, stagehand and 
for many years business agent for 
the Omaha stagehands union, died 
suddenly on a street car around mid- 
night on Aug. 2 as he was returning 
from hiy work at the Orpheum the- 
atre. Bushey is survived by his wife 
and three brothers. 
Burial in Omaha. 
ADOLFO CARUSO 
Adolfo Caruso, retired United 
States Army officer and husband of 
the San Antonio singer, Josephine 
Lucchese. died at a San Antonio hos- 
pital, July 29. For the past five years 
he had been a manager for Skouras 





me Theatres. 


Besides the widow, he is survived 
by three sisters, Julia, Olga and Dora 
Caruso, of Rome, Italy. 





GEORGE BRINDMOUR 
George Brindmour, 71, known for 
years in vaudeville as the ‘Handcuff 
King,’ died July 31 at his home in 
Los Angeles. He was a headliner on 
the big time a generation ago and 
later played character roles in pic- 
tures. 
Surviving is his widow, Helen Hil- 
liard, who appeared in his act. 





WILLIAM MOLITOR 
William F. Molitor, 70, retired the- 
atre manager, died July 29 in Holly- 
wood. Before going to the Coast 15 
years ago, he had been associated 
with Arthur Hammerstein and John 
Cort and handled such plays as ‘Peg 


| 


One of these was James Bur- 
leader in the Columbia Re- 
cording Corp. strike here. Asked if | 


tee, 


Federation for Political Unity at 
Fresno, Burford replied in the af- 
firmative, stating he made the trip 
in a car with Jack Tenney and Sam 
Yorty, both then members of the 
legislature. Yorty at that time 
headed the Assembly red investiga- 
tion, now being championed by 
Tenney. 
Bombshell 

A real bombshell was hurled into 
the hearing when the committee 
subpoenaed Herbert Sorrell, busi- 
ness representative of Moving Pic- 
| ture Painters, Local 644, and leader 





| July 1, in Hollywood. 


}Harvey Fand, Aug. 5, in Lockport, 
iN. Y. Bride is ‘Story Hour Lady’ 
|over WBEN, Buffalo. 


| Las Vegas, Nev., Aug. 2. 
| a literary agent; he’s a stage and film 


SW Sheik tien” “ay PS RET, eater wipes sein ila ial a Sa. ee WU lie tn MODs Oe + 


| 


attorney-general, was scheduled as 
the major witness, but like the 
others disclosed little of real value. 
He told of posing as a Communist 
in the writer colony at Carmel, and 
claimed to have been initiated as a 
‘fellow traveler’ by Ella Winter. He 
expressed the belief that Jeff Kibre 
was the ‘No. 1 Communist’ in the 
picture industry, but other than to 
state he had heard the Soviet money 
for the film writers was handled by 
Kibre, disclosed no real evidence. 
He told of erecting a huge star at his 
Carmel home to signal passing ships, 
but admitted that all of the signal- 
ing was done by himself. Asked 
about the messages, he replied they 
consisted of ‘Hello,’ ‘Goodbye,’ “We 
are holding a meeting.’ 


MARRIAGES 


Miriam McClure, secretary to na- 
tional sales manager Loren Stone, | 
KIRO, Seattle, to Joe McCoy, non- 
pro, on July 25 in Seattle. 

Helen Morgan to Lloyd Johnson, 








in Miami Beach, July 27. He's a 
Los Angeles auto salesman. 


it. 
Bad Catering 

An idea of the extent of being 
caught short was keynoted by the 
poor service at the topflight inns Sat- 
urday night. 
‘the season never gets rolling until 
the second or third week, and the 
opening weekend is usually light, 
which is why we only bring half 
crews up from New York.’ 

Incidentally, the Saratoga approach 
on public catering adds to Saratoga’s 
mystery, year after year. Firstly is 
the basic premise that the show and 
food are incidental to the gambling. 
If you're a known gambler, you're 
catered to; the house rarely presents 
the check and often throws in the 
bubbly, so long as they get you into 
the casino. On the other hand, the 
gastronomic Scheme of things is 
awry and doesn't add up. Charlie 
Manny will import Marcel LcMaze 
from Hollywood to handle the cui- 
sine—and LaMaze gets as much bill- 
ing on the signboards and ads as does 
Hildegarde, Georges and Jalna and 
the Ted Straeter and Oscar de la 
Rosa bands 


Population Extremes 
Also anomalous about Saratoga, of 
course, are the two extremes of 
things. Basically, it’s a spa, and the 
vast majority are there for the 


Virginia Blaire Moore to Edgar | waters, or are merchants, medicos 
Caldwell, in Las Vegas, Nev., July! and mendicants catering to those 


26. She’s a screen player. He's a 
dancer. | 

Donnasue Lohmeyer to John Boe} 
in Kansas City, July 19. 
‘June Martin, the food scout’ for sta- 
tion KMBC, groom is non-pro. 


Margaret Lewerth to Dr. Winfield | shows at the roadhouses. 


E. Stumpf, Aug. 1, at New York. |} 
Bride is a radio writer. 

Helen Bartlett 
scheduled for today (Wednesday ) in | 
Stockbridge, Mass. He is an an-| 
nouncer at WQXR, New York. 

Ruth M. Morse to Harry Maizlish, 
He’s manag- 
ing director of KFWB. 

Mary Helen Scapelliti to Dr. M. 


Ruth Taub to Carl Esmond, in 


Bride is! 


actor. 
Rosalie Dickason 


to Gerald R. 


He’s associated with the Spencer cir- 
cuit in St. John. 

Joan Perry to Harry Cohn, in 
New York, July 31. Bride is a 


Columbia Pictures. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Dawn, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


ment. 


Mr. and Mrs. Murray’ Baker 


is general professional manager for 
Robbins Music. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tuttle, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, July 29. 


Father is film director; mother for- 
mer dancer. 
Mr. and Mrs. 





| of the Walt Disney strike of Car- 
| toonists. Sorrell charged that the 


| committee was being used by Willie | 


| Bioff, Chicago labor hoodlum 
| when he tried to chisel into the Dis- 
ney strike. He denied he was a 


Communist or had ever attended a 


questioned the sincerity of the com- 
mittee. Sorrell said he had been ad- 
vised by Bioff stooges that he would 
be called before the committee and 
charged with being a Communist 
| because of his attack on Bioff, now 
under Federal indictment in connec- 
tion with the asserted extortion of 
$550,000 from four major film com- 
panies, 

Aubrey Blair, American Federa- 
tion of Labor organizer; L. C. Helm, 





business representative of Studio 
Utility Employees, Local 724, and 
Lew C. G. Blix, formerly with the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, but mow an or- 





O’ My Heart’ and ‘Friendly Enemies.’ 


ganizer for the downtown Team- 


who } 
| had been ignored by the Cartoonists A 


daughter, in Hollywood, 
|Father is superintendent 
| photography at Universal. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Scott, son, 
ug. 1, in Indianapolis. Father is 
assistant manager of Loew's, In- 
dianapolis. 

Mr. and Mrs. 


July 


of still 


Mitchell 


Father is bandleader; mother former 
Georgia Jarvis, of legit. 


Mr. and Mrs. Willie Horowitz, 
daughter, in New York, July 25. 
Father is with Mayfair music; 


mother is the former Molly Klinger. 
vaude and radio pianist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael 
daughter, Aug. 2, in Los 
Father is in the Paramount story de- 
partment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Dannenbaum, 
son, Aug. 3, in Hollywood. Father 
is publicist at 20th Century-Fox. 

Dr. and Mrs. S. S. Hockenberg, 
son, in Des Moines, ‘July 31. Mother 
is the former Dorothy Berke, Broad- 


Kraike, 





way dancer and prodtcer. 


Bride is| horsefiesh takes over. 


Warner contract player; he’s prez of, came _ in 


taking the cure. Comes August, the 
sporty crowd moves in. 
That's when society with a capital 


That brings 
the Broadway element, the sports 
followers, and with it the bigger 


But the 
town isn’t geared to take care of the 
de luxe bunch. The Gideon-Putnam 


to Philip Stahl,| takes reservations a year in advance 


for August, and the U. S. and Grand 
Union are more museum pieces than 


| hostelries, but charge like the Wal- 


dorf. And the Gideon charges like 
two Waldorfs—$20 to $35 a day, and 
try and get in. The horsey set, of 
course, have their year-round es- 
tates, but they're a handful relative- 
ly. The rest of the town looks like 
a cross between Arverne with its 
dialectic, cheap hotels and the Luxor 
Baths with its neo-Lindy’s type of 
trade. 
Top Niteries - 
The two top night spots are Arrow- 


| Spencer, recently in St. John, N. B | head and Piping Rock, where Monte | 


Proser and Julie Podell have in- 
stalled their Copacabana Revue from 


New York, plus Emile Coleman's 
crack dansapation. Joe E. Lewis 

this week (4) and next 
| week Adelaide Moffett replaces 


| ta Juarez and 


rest it’s the same lineup with Juani- 
Patricia Romero (in 


| place of Isa Reyes), Chandra-Kaly 


Father 
is head of Metro's make-up depart- | 


daughter, July 31, in New York. He} 


Alfred R. Milton, ! 
30. | 


: Ayres, | 
Communist meeting, and frequently | daughter, in New York, July 24. 


Angeles. | 


Dancers (3) and the Samba Sirens, 


Captains explained that }. 


Saratoga In Chips 


Continued from page 1! 








{ 
| political reflexes from Albany, some prez of WCAU, Philadelphia, with 


his protegee, Manie Sacks, record- 
ing chief of Columbia Records (both 
of whom thought that ASCAP ‘made 
a lousy deal for itself’); Rube Bloom 
songsmith; Julian T. Abeles, the- 
'atrical attorney; Jack Bertell, among 
, Sundry other agents; Jack Kirkland 
squiring Haila Stoddare of tle Spa 
theatre troupe; Denis Dufor, associ- 
}ated with Ted Hammerstein in op- 
|eration of the Spa; Mike Nidorf, 
| band booker, 

Phil Ober and Vivian Vance, in 
‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ at the Spa last 
week (succeeded by C. Aubrey 
| Smith, this week, in ‘Old English’), 
pla# to become Mr. and Mrs. Ober 
soon. 

Arrowhead pulled a neat stunt by 
advertising its Hildegarde and sup- 
porting show on the first page of the 
official racing program. 

Riley’s Lake House, management 
Tom Leonard, has Diosa Costello, 
Sammy Walsh, Columbus and Care 
roll and Wally Stoefler, featuring 
Marvis Dinning. 

Alice Dawn heads the Newman’s 
Lake House show with Bernie Col- 
lins band, Victor Montez’s Latins 
and the Three Majors. 

Spivy was at the Bali for one night 
only (they didn’t savvy her) with vet 
Al Shayne emceeing the Earl Lind- 
say revue that includes 16 girls, 
Freda Sullivan, Barba LeMarr (sic!) 
and Jack Sherr’s orchestra. 

Tony DeMarco, who is going into 
the Arthur Murray type of resort 
ballroomology, has a classroom at 
the Spa theatre. 

Hammerstein-Dufor have a ‘bar- 
gain’ deal for the Spa, which is 
State-owned. paying only $1,000 for 
the season, They plan doing an orig- 
inal, as a pre-Broadway tryout, as 
their season finale. 

Jack Diamond not only exploits 
Monte Proser’s Piping Rock but alse 
chaperones the Copacabana Revue. 




















| Bills Next Week 


| 





| 
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| Hotel Westminster 
(Root Garden) 


Hotel Bradford | Jimmy McHale Ore 
(Circus Room) | Harry Drake Rev 
Florence Halliman | nee Garden Gls 
} 
| 
| 


Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 


Runkie & Lambert Alice O'Leary 


Hotel Fssex 3 Chords 
Hal Freed 


Ernest Murray Ore | Noel Sherman Gis 
Billy Kelly j 
Jack Manning | Hotel Ritz Carletom 
Al Lewis (Ritz Roof) 
Victor Donato | 
Adeis Corev Dick Gasparre Ore 
Rita Henderson Dr Giovanni 
Alice Martin Marcia & Gunsett 
Joan Day ; Marian Burroughs 
Hotel Gardner | Interaational Casine 
Burt Shaw | Henri Jobert Ore 
Evalyn Harvey | The Cave 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sky Garden) | Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 


Don Dudley Ore 


Tamara Doriva 

Hotel Statler Jerry & Lillian 

(Cafe Rouge) Colita & Corral 
Salvy Cavicehio Ore! Phil Barry 
Anchorage | Ray Olson 

Hugh Morton Ore | GUY McComas 
| Maynard Deane |George Van 

. | Benny Stabler 
Arlington Lodge /|4¢ sSidnevs 

Phil (‘avezza Ore |Evic, the Great 


ele a ee RET, stm ee” Mem Ste PI Mh at Pe PLS ene 


wht> an ee 
og * armen mapas * The,» Pome «+ 
aw » Ontxine Ure *;". A , 
: P Gay Carlisle Ore 
Bill Green's | Lorraine & LaMar 
Civde Knight Ore Sue Stevens 
Janet Lee Buddy Birch 
Herb Rohrer Jimmy Williams 


Boogie-Woogie Club Nixon Cafe 


$i) okers. ; i's 

x lo ke Frank Harti’s samba } Reet Shetmeen At Ataviceo Gee 
| band from the New York Copaca- | Maxie simon Bob Carter 
bana also has been brought here. | Harry Comorada | Eden Sis 
| Tt Pipi k a p | Buddy Blaine | Don Ricardo Co 
| 1e iping Roc is the most |} Tubby Mille: | Renee & Root 


|} what with managing director 
Entratter, Joe Lopez as maitre (sans 
the tape, as at the Stork): several 
| Stork and Copa captains, plus the 
entire crew. 

Hildegarde at the Arrowhead—the 


Gotham-looking spot at the spa. It’s | Reggie Dvorak 
a blend of the Copa and the Stork, l, 
Jack | 


traditionally the No. 1 room re- | 
placing the Brook (since burnt | 
| down)—is drawing and clicking hig 
| with a class crowd. It’s an even 


| larger room than Piping Rock, but 
;}not as attractive, 
| standpoint of the custcmers’ perspec- 
tive or in its general decor. How- 
ever, Charlie Manny has an unde- 
niably fashionable following. Georges 
and Jalna do their class ballroom- 


' ology as an hors d’ouvre to Miss Hil- | 


degarde’s distinctive chansoning, and 
| Ted Straeter, a Saratoga fixture, who 
| has been long at Fefe Ferry’s Monte 
| Carlo in New York, gives out with 
| sock syncopation. Hildegarde is be- 
ing held a third week, for the final 
| two sessions another name is due in. 
Saratoga Chips 

Opening weekend visitors included 
E. Ray Goetz, who has a house here; 
Jock Whitney, who forgot about his 
Pan-American goodwilling in the ex- 
citement of a winning entry; Liz 
Whitney, his divorced wife with an- 
other ‘cafe society’ party; Ike Levy, 





either from the | 
| Johnny 


Nut House 
Sherdina Walker @ 
Ted Blake 
George Gregg 


and Bottle 


Fox 


Cork 
loyd 


Colonial 


Benny Burton Or Evelyn Nellis 
3 Yachtsmen | Palmer & Harper 
Eddie Peyton's George & Georgette 
Beti Benson Onassis 
Art Shamberg | Bobby Annis Ore 
Sandy McClintock Siu Braden 
Marion Mulle: 
K : Pines 
Lvergreens 
Revelers s | Howard Becker Ore 
Kay Burke Mae Harris 
Ray Valance Trelon 
Nancy Grey Billy Merle Ore 
Hotel Fort Pitt June Collins 
Ken Bailey Ore Bernard 





| Sam Sweet 


Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Stan Rucker 4 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 


Yacht Club 
|{H Middleman ©; 
Nan Biakstone 
Jay Jason 
Park & Clifford 
Manch Gis 
Shirley Heller 

Sky-Vue 
Fran Eichler Or: 


Ida lola 

EKvereit Havdn Union Grill 
Betty Donahoe Art Yagelio 

Al Devin Frark Natals 
Evergreen Gardens | Mike Sandreito 
Revelers Villa Madrid 


Etzi Covato Ore 

Mark Lane 

H' wood Blondes 

Peter Higgins 

Key Taylor 

4 Antoinettes 
West View Park 

Al Kavelin Ore 

Vivian Blaine 

Fiving Beehees 

Rose Sullivan 

6 Avalons 

§ Romanoffs 


Alice Sone 

Zelda 

Wicked Willies 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Johnny Kaaihue 

Royal Hawiians 
Hetel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 

Wanda 

Escorts 
Kennywood Park 

Pay Herbeck Ore 
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‘Lord Broadway’ Out 
Next week (Aug. 12) is the pub- 


| rest of Armando Arce, publisher, pa, 


| Augusto Cespedes, editor of Calle 


lication date of ‘Lord Broadway’ | ©@me simultaneously with Bolivia's! 


Dayton Stoddard’s fictional ‘biog- 
raphy’ on Sime Silverman, founder 
of VARIETY. 

Wilfred Funk publishes; list price, 
$3. 





Guild Appeases Critics 

Five pro-administration candidates 
for office in the American Newspa- 
per Guild proposed last week to 
withdraw from the race in favor of 
their opponents ‘as our contribution 
to working unity’ in the Guild, Un- 
precedented move to heal the pres- 
ent schism in the ANG would give 
the anti-administration forces one of 
the two full-time paid jobs and at 
least five out of 13 board posts. 

Although the vote at the recent 
Detroit convention gave the admin- 
jstrationites an edge, they said in a 
letter to some 200 of their support- 
ers July 29: ‘With the present criti- 
cal condition in the Guild, the pol- 
jicies and program we stand for can 
best be carried out if a widely rep- 
resentative board is elected.’ 


Letter was signed by 12 leading 
‘administration adherents, including 
President Donal M. Sullivan and the 
two paid officers, exec v.p. Milton 
Kaufman and _ secretary - treasurer 
Victor Pasche. If recipients of the 
letters indicate their approval of the 
withdrawal scheme—and indications 
so far are that they will—Pasche 
will lose the job he has held for four 
years. Automatically succeeding to 
his place would be William W. Rod- 
gers, of Washington, strong critic of 
the administration. 

Others who have Offered to back 
out of the running are James Whit- 
taker of New York, candidate for 
v.p. from Region I (east); Frank 
Laro of San Antonio, candidate for 
v.p. from Region II (south); and 
Donald Pinkston, Sioux City, and 
Alexander Kendrick, Philadelphia, 
v.p. candidates at large. 

Anti-administrationites declare 
they have come to no official policy 
yet on their reaction to the with- 
drawal proposals. Their approval 
would not be necessary, however, as 
the move by the administration can- 
didates is entirely a unilateral one. 





Guild Demands on N. Y. Times 


Minimum wage of $65 for report- 
ers and $80 for deskmen of three 
years or more experience will be 
asked in the contract at the New 
York Times on which the American 
Newspaper Guild is about to open 
negotiations. Guild won a 295 to 


202 victory over the American News- | 
paper Writers Association, A. F. of ! 


L. in a National Labor Relations 
Board election, results of which 
were announced last week. 

Present wage average in the 
Times’ editorial department is $55. 
One of Guild officers explained that 
‘while a large number of Times em- 


ployees get very high salaries, an- 


other even larger group gets very 
low ones.’ Highest wage scales in 
New York now are the $55 for re- 
perers 
prevail under Guild contracts on the 
Hearst papers (Mirror and Journal- 
American) and the News. 

Guild last week won what it calls 
a ‘dream’ contract from PM. It pro- 
vides three weeks vacation with pay 
after one year’s service, wage in- 
creases, full Guild shop and no em- 


ployee to get less than $25 a week | 


after a year’s employment. There is 
also a war service clause providing 


for two weeks’ pay to draftees, with | 


rehiring at end of military service; 
maternity clause granting six 


months leave with double vacation | 
pay; severance pay up to four weeks’ | 


salary for two to two and one-half 
years’ service (PM was a year old 
on June 18); a provision that vaca- 
tion and severance pay are effective 
if the paper should suspend publi- 
cation and a clause making wage 
and vacation terms retroactive to 
April 30. 

Guild admits it has about given 
up its effort to get a flat 10% in- 
crease for employees of Time, Life 


and Fortune to ‘meet the increased | 


cost of living.’ Reason was said to 
be ‘lack of interest by the employees 
in the increase inasmuch as Time- 
Life-Fortune pay scales are already 
so high.’ ; 





Bolivia’s Nazi Sheet 


Governmental crackdowns on Nazi 
newspapers throughout South Ameri- 
ca is likely to follow Bolivia’s action 
in arresting the publisher and editor 
of La Calle (The Street) as prin- 


cipal figures in the plot to seize con- | 


trol of the land-locked country. Ar- 


REO CY Rsk re ws wre noe 


| action in declaring the Nazi Minister, 
| Herr Ernest Wendcler, persona non 
| grata and ordering a state of siege 
in La Paz, the capital, to quash 
putsch attempts. 

Nazi paper was one of the chief 
|instruments used by the Nazi propa- 
gandists in attempts to stir up local 
dissension. Like other Berlin-run 
sheets throughout South America, it 
constantly shouted against alleged 
Yanqui-British-Jewish imperialism 
and cloaked itself in the garb of a 
super-patriot out to defend the 
country from those who would sell 
it down the river. When Embassy 
funds were insufficient to keep it 
running, German advertisers were 
forced to toe the line and in some 
cases Nazis representing U.S. firms 
were leading advertisers. 





‘Hayride’s’ 4th Printing 
A fourth large printing of ‘Louisi- 
ana Hayride’ (‘The American Re- 
hearsal for Dictatorship’), by Harnett 


announced by William Morrow, pub- 
lishers. 

Reader’s Digest will excerpt part 
of the book in its next issue. The 
Harper's Critic Poll for the spring 
season listed ‘Louisiana Hayride’ 
fifth among the 112 general books 
published during the past three 
months. 





Standing of the Clubs 


The survey which the N. Y. Daily 
News conducted via the L. M. Clark 
agency on five typical issues of the 
newspaper, to ascertain the popular- 
ity of different features, showed C. 
D. Batchelor, cartoonist, featured on 


the editorial page, as read by 
58% of reader traffic. That made 
him No. 1. 


Inquiring Photographer (Jimmy 
Jemail), also on the editorial page, 
finished 57%, the same rating that 
was scored by The Neighbors, an- 
other cartoon in the Daily News. 


40 Yank Groups Overseas 


Booklet issued by The Amertcan 
Outpost in Great Britain cites no less 
than 40 different American relief or- 
| ganizations operating now in British 
{relief. Work being done by these 
| groups is recognized as extensive. 

American Outpost this side furnish 
the booklet in answer to requests 
from U.S. and in effort to co-ordinate 
| the various types of assistance being 
rendered services and civilians in 
| Britain 





Gannett Steck Reduced 
Reductions of capital stock in Gan- 
nett Co., Inc., headquartered at Roch- 
ester, N. Y., from 240,000 shares, no 
par value, to 223,932 shares, no par 





value. and then from 223,932 shares | 
to 208,190, no par value, have been 
made. 


Papers were filed with the Secre- 
tary of State in Albany by Good- 
win, Nixon, Hargrave, Middleton & 
Devans, Rochester attorneys. 


LITERATI OBITS 


George B. Sykes, 56, former news- 
paperman, 
assistant to the State NYA admin- 
istrator in Jefferson, Mo., died in that 
icity July 31. 

William E. Severn, 72, 
staffman with the New York Times 
|and the New York Herald, died in 
Washington, D. C., July 29, after an 
illness of months. As ad- 

vertising director of the old New 
| York Globe. he was credited with 
having founded that mewspaper’s 
radio guide department. 

| Dr. Walter J. Coates, 60, poet, 
editor and president of the League 
of Vermont writers, died of a heart 
attack July 29 which he suffered 
|after an auto accident on a Mont- 
pelier, Vt., street. 

| WVictor W. Cupples, 77, retired 
president of Cupples & Leon Co., 
book publishers, died of a heart at- 
tack July 29 in Mount Vernon hos- 
pital, N. Y. 

Sir Emsley Carr, 74, chairman 
and editor-in-chief of News of the 
| World, British weekly whose circu- 


| 


several] 


| lation exceeds 4,000,000 copies, died | gram. 


| July 31 after a week’s illness at his 
home at Walton-on-Hills, Surrey, 
| England. 

Eugene Clifford, 55, former New 
York newspaperman, who also 
| worked as a script -writer for sev- 
‘eral Hollywood studios some 15 
years ago, died Aug. 2 in Warwick, 
i & 
publisher of 
Leader in Fit 
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who had been executive | 


former | 
peo but the bird caught cold and 


| minute or two, 





In recent years he had been | 
County | 


T. Kane, of New Orleans, has been | 


Carny Owner Shoots 
Soldier; That’s All Bro. 


Truro, N. S., Aug. 5. 

Angered by the shooting of one of 
their number by Frank Elliott, owner 
of the Elliott Shows, a group of sol- 
diers raided that carnival at its lot | 
here. About 500 of the army men par- | 
ticipated. Before the outbreak was 
quelled by about 200 army police and 
town police, about every piece of | 
equipment in the small touring car- 
nival was demolished. Included the | 
merry-go-round, all the game and_/| 
concession stands and tents. The} 
trucks were turned over and dam-| 
aged. The raiders were driven off 
before the ferris wheel was seriously 
damaged. 


The wounded soldier had been 
watching a money game, when one 
of the players claimed to have won 
$5. When this was disputed by 
Elliott, of Amherst, N. S., owner of 
the carny, there was some gunplay. 
The soldier, Richard Dufresne, of 
Montreal, was shot, although he was 
reported just an onlooker. He was 
taken to hospital, where the wound 
was found to be superficial. He is 
being held in the hospital for further 
observation. 

Elliott was arrested on a charge of 
doing the shooting. He was released 
on bail of $3,000, in the district court, 
pending the hearing. The soldiers 
assembled near the carny lot and de- 
scended on the grounds. The 45 army 
police were unable to cope with 
them, and the additional soldier cops 
had to be rushed from the camp. 




















Airlines 


Continued from page 2 


of the Royal Academy of Dancing, 
in from London on Monday’s ° (4) 
American Clipper. 

Sunday’s eastbound Dixie Clipper 
flew off with Mrs. Frances Strickland 
Gordon, editor of the British edition 
of Harper’s Bazaar, bound for home 
after a six-month business trip ind 
visit here. 

Mrs. Vincent Sheean Arrives 

Saturday’s (2) Atlantic Clipper 
brought in Diana Sheean, wife of 
Vincent, with material for a book on 
how la guerre has affected a typical, 
but mythical, British family. She 
left hubby in London garnering facts 
for an article. 

Also in on the clipper. that 
brought the Scotch saga, was Fred- 
erick W. Lange, general continental 
manager of Paramount Pictures, who 
had been in unoccupied France, 
Spain and Portugal, liquidating much 
of his company’s business there, 
while that day’s outbound flying boat 
toted off Lydia Lopokhova, the for- 
mer Russian ballet dancer, and her 
husband, England’s famed economist 
John Maynard Keynes. 
| Monday (4) saw Eunice Jassen, of 

the stage, in on American from Buf- 
falo with her remarkable black cat, | 
while Saturday’s spy was Irene Rich | 
off to L.A. the TWA way. Grace 
Moore, TWAed in Friday (1) to catch 
an Eastern Airliner southbound for 
a tour of Latin and South American 
music-lovers’ hangouts. 

Bird Slugs Referee Donovan 

Friday 





(1), when Arinui Donovan Che (igiit ; 
referee, Americaned in from L.A 
|fresh from the filming of the ‘Pitts- 
burgh Kid,’ Republic pic starring 
Billy Conn. Donovan was skedded 
to tote a magpie, that he purchased, 
eastward, for James O'Neill, Equity 
exec and Actors’ Fund representa- 


was kept in L.A. 

Meanwhile Mrs. O'Neill had come | 
out from the couple’s Broadway 
Magpie Cafe, with two other birds, | 
and Donovan was photographed with 
one which mauled the devil out of 
the ref. Arbitrator of a thousand 





fights, Donovan was injured for the 
first time when the bird slashed his 
thumbs. 
Sammy Glick Runs | 
Saturday (2) saw a new speed rec- | 
| 


ord for cabs when Ralph Edwards, 
of the ‘Truth or Consequences’ pro- 
gram, and his wife, grabbed a United 
Airliner for a Florida vacation. Ed- 


wards called United and asked to 
have the midnight plane held a 


as he had an 11:30 
p.m. repeat program to get out of the 
way before departure. He paid off 
with a mention of U.A. on his pro- 


The radio laborer said he had the 
world’s fastest taxi driver -— one 
Sammy Glick—and that he would be 
at the port before the plane’s props 
got hot. The cabbie made LaGuardia | 
Field from Radio City so fast that he | 
beat the Terminal coach out and the | 
Edwards pair had to sit around and 
wait ‘til the rest of the world caught 





‘ up to them 





| Dorsey, 


WHAT THEY THINK 


Duchin’s Trailer for Rio 
Editor, Variety: 
Rio de Janeiro. 

I have heard about Rio, and read 
about Rio, and seen films of it—but 
nothing can do it complete justice 
except to see it. It is without exag- 
geration one of the 
spots in the world. It has a naiural 
setting which couldn’t have been 
planned any better. One has the bay 
and ocean for a front-yard, and the 
mountains for a background. 


The Copacabana Casino is a beau- 
tiful place, very luxuriously fur- 
nished. We play in the Golden Room, 


most beautiful 


which is beautiful and very pleasant | 


to work in. The Copacabana district 


, ice shows are all illegitimate attrace 
tions that shouldn't rate with the 
| ‘boards,’ Yet that is apparently 
where the term ‘legitimate theatre’ 
arose. The others were thought of 
| as outcasts and unworthy of assccia- 
tion with the ‘legitimate.’ 

We ought to make it the speaking 
stage or the human stage 

Carl Peterson. 





Dorothy Lewis and Belita 
Holly wood. 


Editor, VARIETY: 
| Would appreciate a correction con- 
| cerning a statement in Variety July 
9 of Miss Belita of the Hotel New 
| Yorker in show, stating Miss Belita 
and I were co-attractions, which 
isn’t so. 


is one of the loveliest districts in Rio} 


—and the Copacabana Beach which! 


is directly across from the Casino is 
one of the well-known ones in the 
world. The climate at this time of 
the year is perfect—not too hot, or 
too cool, with brilliant sunshine most 
of the time. 


Our show has been going tremen- 
dously well, and we are doing capac- 
ity business. Bob Evans the ventril- 
oquist, and the Merriel Abbott Danc- 
ers have been going extremely well, 
Of course, this is the third time for 


the Abbott Dancers here and they | 


feel very much at home. The people 
enjoy them so much, and remark 
especially about their beautiful cos- 
tumes. 


It was pleasant to have to follow 
Paul Draper in here, because he 
made a tremendous hit here, I don’t 
think any one person has ever come 
to Rio and made the artistic and per- 
sonal hit that Paul Draper did. He 
was taken in by the best society and 
they just could not get enough of 
his work. Of course, I suppose by 
this time you know that Paul was 
married here to Heidi Voessler, the 
dancer, and that I was best man at 
the wedding. One of the most bril- 
liant parties of the season was given 
in the Golden Room the night of his 
marriage. I can think of nothing in 
all my days of working that gave me 
the thrill that evening’s performance 
did. 

The season is in full swing now, 
and ail the Casinos are playing 
American acts. Some acts are good, 
and some bad, but I think nothing 
but the best should be sent down 
here. The Yale Glee Club was here 
and gave two concerts and were an 


enormous success, They came tec the | 


Golden Room after the concert, and 
I certainly was proud to be an Amer- 
ican when I saw those boys come in 
to the room. They were so typically 
American, most of them with ‘crew 
haircuts.’ They gave the audience a 
thrill 
their table. The American Ballet 
was here for two weeks and was 
also a big success. 


This is the first time, I think, that | 


a ‘name band’ has played Rio, and 
the people here are most anxious for 
that type of talent. They have the 
records of the various orchestras, 
and know them better than most 
Americans do. The other night I 
played a medley of all the theme 
songs of various American bands~— 
abe “ ss 


Benny Goodman, etc., and 


‘after each theme song I asked the 
audience what band it was and I 
wish you could have heard how 


quickly the responses came. I do not 
know of any place where American 
music is more appreciated than down 
here. 

Jo Davidson, our famous sculptor, 
is down here now making a head of 


| Getulio Vargas, president of Brazil, 


and he is as crazy for Brazil as I am. 

Rio is full of Americans and refu- 
gees from various countries; and one 
hears a lot of English and French 
spoken. The French Theatre with 
Louis Jouvet is on now, and every- 
seems to enjoy it. American 
novies are very popular here; Bra- 
zilians are great movie fans. ‘Phil- 


one 


|adelphia Story’ is current and has | 


had a Jong run at one of the theatres. 
They also enjoy football and have 
six games every Sunday. 

Mr. Duarte Atalaya who runs the 
Casino here, and for whom we work, 


has been marvelous to all of us, and | 


bends over backwards making things 
pleasant for the people working for 
him. 

Eddy Duchin. 


It’s All Legit Now 
Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Isn’t it about time the word legiti- 
mate in connection with the dra- 
matic theatre were abandoned? 

Are we to think that the movies, 
the circus, the amateur stage and tne 


when they sang a song from} 


I have both the skating and ro- 
|mantic lead in the picture “Iceca- 
| pades’ and am in no way connected 
| With Miss Belita in billing or public- 
| ity. 
| I am sure you can understand my 
| Position and how I must watch for 
}any such misstatements. Am sorry 
| to trouble you, but it is important to 
| me. 
| Dorothy Lewis. 
| 
| 


10-20-30 Book 
Editor, Variety: 
Baltimore. 

Am writing a comprehensive his- 
tory of the Ten, Twenty, Thirty 
melodrama days from 1885-1912 and 
am especially anxious to get the ex- 
periences of actors, managers, agents, 
stagehands and lithograph printers 
who were a part of that branch of 
show business. Old clippings, pro- 
grams, photographs of performers 
and scenes from the plays especially 
desirable. 

















Robert B. Byrnes. 


| Eddie Leonard 


| itm=_tim= continued from page 3 











hours later she notified the police. 
However, all theories of foul play 
were ruled out following an autopsy, 
which established Leonard’s death 
as due to natural causes. 


| Once one of the big-money head- 
| liners, Leonard died virtually broke. 
| Practically his only income at the 
|time of death was from ASCAP, 
| where he had a very low rating and 
|from which he couldn’t have re- 
ceived a subsistence. He was credited 
with being the author of five songs, 
including ‘Roly Boly Eyes’ and ‘Ida, 
Sweet as Apple Cider,’ the two most 
identified with him, and ‘Mandy 
Jane,’ ‘Don’t You Never Tell a Lie’ 
and ‘Didn’t It Rain.’ 


Born in Virginia and a ballplayer 
| before going on the stage, Leonard 
| shrewdly fostered himself and was a 
heavy advertiser of his own talents. 
Several times, for instance, he came 
into VarieTy’s office and laid $2,500 
on the line for advertising and, 
though he always asked how to spell 
‘thousand’ when writing a check, he 
was a sharp judge of exactly what 
type of ad copy would do him the 
most good. On one occasion he want- 
ed to insert an eight-page layout 

; ~ wae 
| of that, and Leonard settled for half 
that space. 


| 


| Besides his widow, Leonard is also 
|survived by an ‘adopted’ son, 
| Eddie, Jr., now living in Watervale, 
| Mich., and recently recipient of a 
| master of music degree from the 
| Eastman School of Music. 
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|is Maurice H. Bailey, owner of local 
nabes Whitney, Whalley and West- 
ville. 

of house will continue as 
far as legit bookings are concerned, 
but vaude and name bands will be 
| added to fill in. Approximately 95% 
of legit bookings for the past several 
|seasons have been for last-halves 
| only, leaving house dark a good part 
|of the season. There’s a possibility 
|of bringing in Sunday variety shows, 
| but it’s questionable if this could 


Policy 


| hold up against large capacity (6,000- 
|seat) Arena, which has run fall and 
| spring series along these lines for 
several seasons. Legit bookings for 
house will be handled through 
U.B.O.; vaude by Dow agency. 

An attempt is being made to re- 
tain E. D. Eldridge, manager of the 
house throughout Shubert control. 
| Preliminary modernization is in 
'progress for spot’s opening arouhd 
| Sept. 1, but extensive alterations 
will not be instituted till next sum- 
mer, 
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THE TRADE 
PRESS SPEAKS! 


“The answer to your prayers for 
new faces. Red Skelton destined to 
_ become one of Hollywood’s top 
comedians.‘ Whistling in the Dark’ 
will wow every audience every- 
where.” —MOTION PICTURE DAILY 









“The preview audience literally 
tore down the house. Reaction 
colossal. Lobby talk was that 
Skelton will become one of the 
top film comedians.”’ 

| — MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


ete 
'“ Whistling in the Dark’ will 
bring radiant smiles to the faces 
—————____of all exhibitors. Skelton hailed 


' as bright new star is dynamite 
oy with an audience.” 


— HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 
\ \ 


Re 





“We “Skelton slated for big things on 


the screen. Picture packed with 
Awe >, entertainment.” 
fig wer — BOX OFFICE MAGAZINE 


1 “Sure-fire box-office introduction 
for Red Skelton. Audience re- 
action definite aceeptance of the 
screen birth of a new comedian.”’ 


— FILM DALY 
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RED SKELTON 
YOUR NEW 
merc = M-G-M STAR! 




















Riotous Previews at the Alexander RED SKELTON, The New Star, in “WHISTLING IN THE DARK” with Conrad 
Theatre, Glendale, Cal. and Loew’s Veidt » Ann Rutherford + Virginia Grey » “Rags” Ragland « Henry O’Neill « Eve 
nies klar agen aa Arden + Screen Play by Robert MaeGunigle, Harry Clork and Albert Mannheimer 
—— ean ees or. Based upon the Play by Laurenee Gross and Edward Childs Carpenter « Presented 
this film! Shout ow it! It’s packed on the Stage by Alexander MeKaig * Direeted by §. Sylvan Simon +¢ Produced by 


with pleasure and profit! George Haight « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 











